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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H  E  abilities  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  and  the  oppar- 
tunies  he  derived  from  the  collections  of  Peter  Le  Neve, 
Efq.  Norroy  King  at  Arms,  render  it  unneceffary  to  en¬ 
large  on  the  Hiftory  of  his  native  town  of  Thetford,  which 
Mr.  Blomefield  thirty  years  ago  encouraged  the  public  to 

expeCt  from  his  hands. 

. 

The  materials  being  left  without  thelaft  finifhing  at  Mr. 

o  o 

Martin’s  death,  were  purchafed  by  Mr.  John  Worth,  che^ 
mift*  of  Difs,  F.  S.  A.  who  entertained  thoughts  of  giving 
them  to  the  public,  and  circulated  propofals,  dated  July  i, 

1 7:74 r  for  printing  them  by  lubfcription.  Upon  the  en¬ 
couragement  he  received,  he  had  actually  printed  five  fheets 
of  the  work,  and  engraved  four  plates. 

This  fecond  effort  was  blafted  by  the  immature  death  of 
Mr.  Worth,  1775;  who  dying  infolvent,  his  library,  in¬ 
cluding  what  he  had  referved  of  the  immenfe  collections  of 
Le  Neve  and  Martin  at  their  difperfion  on  the  death  of  the 
latter,  being  fold  with  his  other  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors,  was  purchafed  the  fame  year  by  Mr.  Thomas* 
Blunt,  book  feller,  at  Harlefton,  Of  him  I  bought  the  ma- 
.  !  a  2  nufcriptq, 
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nufcript,  with  the  undigefted  materials,  copy-right,  and 
plates. 

The  firft  of  thefe  required  a  general  revifal.  The  public 
are  indebted  to  Francis  Grofe,  efq.  for  a  new  fet  of  the  laft* 
The  coins  are  arranged  by  that  able  matter  Mr.  B.  Bartlet. 

The  Rev  Sir  John  Cullum,  hart,  communicated  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  author,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  the  plate  of 
his  portrait,  which  had  been  engraved  at  the  expence  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ives. 

Thus  prefuming  on  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the 
public  to  iuch  works>  and  to  this  in  particular,  from  the 
refpe&able  lift  of  fubfcribers  to  Mr.  Worth’s  propofals,  I 
(as  his  reprefentative  fo  far  as  the  hittory  of  this  ancient  and 
famous  town  is  concerned)  now  otter  it  to  the  public  pa¬ 
tronage. 

Go 


MR. 
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MR.  Thomas  Martin  was  born  at  Thetford,  in  the 
fchool-houfe  in  St.  Mary’s  parifh,  (the  only  remaining 
parifh  of  that  town  in  Suffolk)  March  8,  169*.  His  grand¬ 
father  William  Martin  was  redlor  of  Stanton  St.  John  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  where  he  was  buried  in  1677.  His  father  William 
Martin  was  redlor  of  Great  Livermere,  and  of  St.  Mary’s  in 
Thetford,  both  in  the  fame  county.  He  married  Elizabeth 
only  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Burrough,  of  Bury  St.  Ed¬ 
monds,  and  aunt  to  the  late  Sir  James  Burrough,  mailer  of 
Caius  College,  Cambridge;  he  died  in  1721,  aged  71,  and 
was  buried  in  Livermere  chancel,  where  his  fon  Thomas,  not 
long  before  his  death,  placed  a  monument  for  him,  and. 
his  mother,  and  their  children,  who  were  then  all  dead  ex- 
cept  himfelf,  “  now  by  God’s  permiffion  refiding  at  Palgrave.”' 

Thomas  was  the  leventh  of  nine  children.  His  fchool  edu¬ 
cation  was  probably  at  Thetford.  In  1715  he  had  been  fome 
time  clerk  to  his  brother  Robert,  who  pradtifed  as  an  attor¬ 
ney  there  ;  but  it  appears  by  fome  objedtions  to  that  employ¬ 
ment  in  his  own  hand-writing  in  that  year,  that  he  was  very 
uneafy  and  diffatisfied  with  that  way  of  life.  As  thefe  give 
us  the  Hate  of  his  mind,  and  the  bent  of  his  inclination  at 
that  early  period,  and  may  perhaps  account  for  his  fuccecding 
unfettled  turn  and  little  application  to  his  bufinefs,,  they  may 
be  worth  preferving  in  his  own  words. 


O  B  J  EC- 


$ 
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G  B  J  E  C  T  I  O  N  S. 

I.  Fir  ft  my  mind  and  inclinations  are  wholly  to  Cambridge), 
having  already  found  by  experience  that  I  can  never  fettle  to 
my  prefent  employment.. 

II.  I  was  always  defigned  for  Cambridge  by  my  father, 

and  I  believe  am  the  only  inftance  in  the  world  that  ever  went 

* 

to  fchool  fo  long  to  be  a  lawyer’s  clerk. 

III.  I  always  wilted  that  I  might  lead  a  private  retired  life, 
which  can  never  happen  if  I  be  an  attorney;  but  on  the  com 
trary,  I  mult  have  the  care  and  concern  of  feveral  people’s 
bufine.fs  befides  mine  own,  See. 

IV.  If  I  be  a  lawyer,  the  will  of  the  dead  can  never  be 
fulfilled,  viz.  of  my  lifter  Elizabeth,  who  left  iol.  to  enter 
me  at  college ;  and  aunt  Burrough,  to  whom  I  have  pro- 
mifed  (at  her.  earned  requeft)  that  I  never  would  be  a  lawyer ; 
nay,  my  brother  himfelf  had  promifed  her  I  never  fhould. 

V.  It  was  always  counted  ruination  for  young  perfons  to 
be  brought  up  at  home,  and  I’m  fare  there’s  no  worfe  town 
under  the  fun  for  breeding  or  converfation  than  this. 

VI.  Though  I  fhould  ferve  my  time  out  with  my  brother, 
I  fhould  never  fancy  the.  ftudy  of  the  law,  having  got  a  tafte 
of  a  more  noble  and  pleafant  ftudy. 

e  U  E  S  T  I  O  N  S. 

But  perhaps  thefe  queftions  may  be  afked  me,  to  which  I' 
fhall  anfwer  as  follows  :  i.  Why  I  came  to  my  brother  at  ail: 
•I.  And  have  abfented  my  lei  f  thus  long  from  fchool  ?  3.  Or 
why  I  have  not  fpoke  my  mind  before  this  time : 

a  n  s  w  e  R  s. 

I.  Though  I  am  with  my  brother,  it  was  none  of  my  de¬ 
lire,  (having  always  confdfed  an  averlion  to  his  employment) 

but 
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but  was  a! moil  forced  to  it  by  the  perfuafion  of  a  great  many, 
ringing  it  my  ears  that  this  was  the  gainfulleft  employment.  Sec. 

II.  Though  I  have  loft  fome  time  in  fchool  learning,  I  have 
read  a  great  deal  of  hiftory,  poetry,  Sec.  which  might  have 
taken  up  as  much  time  at  Cambridge  had  I  kept  at  fchool. 

III.  I  have  ftaid  thus  long,  thinking  continual  ufe  might 
have  made  it  eafy  to  me;  but  the  longer  I  ftay,  the  worfe  I 
like  it. 

Thomas  Martin,  1715. 

He  was,  however,  by  fome  means  or  other,  kept  from 
executing  his  favourite  plan  of  going  to  Cambridge.  In  1722 
he  ftill  probably  refided  at  Thetford  ;  for  having  married 
Sarah  the  widow  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hopley,  and  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  Tyrfel  of  Thetford,  his  firft  child  was  born  there 
that  year ;  in  1723,  his  fecond  was  born  at  Palgrave  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  as  were  the  reft.  This  wife  bore  him  eight  children, 
and  died  November  15,  1731,  ten  days  after  fhe  had  been 
delivered  of  twins.  He  very  foon,  however,  repaired  this 
lofs,  by  marrying  Frances,  the  widow  of  Peter  Le  Neve, 
Norroy,  who  had  not  been  long  dead,  and  to  whom  he  was 
executor.  By  this  lady  he  came  into  the  pofieftion  of  a  very 
valuable  colledlion  of  Englifh  antiquities,  pictures,  See.  She 
bore  him  alfo  about  as  many  children  as  his  former  fpoufe, 
(four  of  whom,  as  well  as  five  of  the  others,  arrived  at 
manhood)  and  died,  I  think,  before  him. 

He  died  March  7,  1771,  and  was  buried,  with  others  of  his 
family,  in  Palgrave  church-porch,  where  no  epitaph  as  yet  re¬ 
cords  the  name  of  that  man  who  has  fo  induftrioufly  preferred 
thofe  of  others,  though  Mr.  Ives  had  promifed  his  friends  that 
he  would  eredt  a  monument  for  him,  and  had  actually  drawn 
up  the  following  infeription,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  be  put  upon  it : 

Near 
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Near 

This  place  are  depofited 
the  remains  of 

THOMAS  MARTIN, 
who  ftudied  and  preferved  antiquities. 

Died  March  7,  1771,  aged  74. 

To  whofe  memory 
This  marble  was  erected  by 
JOHN  IVES,  F.  S.  A. 

Mr.  Martin  feems  to  have  prefaged  that  he  might  want 
this  pofthumous  honour,  as  in  a  curious  manufcript  of  church 
collections  made  by  him,  he  had  inferted  the  following  pieces 
of  poetry  : 

When  death  fliall  have  his  due  of  me, 

This  book  my  monument  fhall  be. 

Or, 

Thefe  tombs  by  me  collected  here  in  one 

When  dead  fliall  be  my  monumental  ftone. 

Or  in  the  old  phrafe  : 

Thus  many  tombs  from  different  rooms, 

Bv  me  collected  into  one  ; 

j  7 

When  I  am  dead,  fliall  be  inftead 
Of  my  own  monumental  ftone. 

What  is  become  of  this  book,  I  know  not ;  Mr.  Ives,  after 
Mr.  Martin’s  death,  folicited  and  obtained  it  of  the  family  ; 
and  upon  his  death,  the  Martins  made  very  earned:  applica¬ 
tions  to  his  friends  to  have  it  returned,  but  were  refufed.  Mr. 
Martin  refers  to  it  fometimes  in  his  church  notes  in  my  pof- 
feflion.  I  think  it  was  not  in  Mr.  Ives’s  auCtion  in  1777. 

2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Martin’s  defire  was  not  only  to  be  efteemed,  but  to  be 
known  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Honefl  \ tom  Martin 
of  Palgrave  *,  an  ambition  in  which  his  acquaintance  faw  no 
reafon  not  to  gratify  him ;  and  1  have  obferved  with  pleafure 
fever al  ftrokes  of  moral  fentiment  Mattered  about  his  rough 
church  notes.  Thefe  were  the  genuine  effufions  of  liis 
heart,  not  dcligned  for  the  public  eye,  and  therefore  mark 
his  real  character  in  that  refpeCt.  Had  he  d  eh  red  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  wife  and  prudent,  his  inattention  to  his  buhnefs,  his 
contempt  and  improper  ufe  of  money,  and  his  fondnefs  for 
mixed  and  feftive  company,  would  have  debarred  him,  as 
the  father  of  a  numerous  family,  of  that  pretenhon. 

As  an  antiquary,  he  was  moil  fkilful  and  indefatigable  ; 
and  when  he  was  employed  as  an  attorney  and  genealogift, 
he  was  in  his  element.  I  have  two  or  three  of  his  collec¬ 
tions  in  that  way  that  fhew  his  prodigious  induffcry.  He  had 
the  happieft  ufe  of  his  pen,  copying,  as  well  as  tracing,  with 
difpatch  and  exaCtnefs,  the  different  writing  of  every  eera, 
and  tricking  arms,  feals,  See.  with  great  neatnefs.  His  tafte 
for  antient  lore  feems  to  have  poffefled  him  from  his  earlier! 
to  his  latefl  days.  He  dated  all  the  feraps  of  paper  on  which 
he  made  his  church  notes,  Src.  Some  of  tliefe  begin  as  early  as 
1721,  and  end  but  the  autumn  before  his  death,  when  he 
fall  wrote  an  excellent  hand;  but  he  certainly  began  his  col¬ 
lections  even  before  the  hr  ft  mentioned  period,  for  he  ap¬ 
pears  among  the  contributors  to  Mr.  Le  Neve’s  Monumenta 
Anglicana,  printed  in  17191-. 

*  He  is  thus  called  among  the  fubferibers  to  Grey’s  Hudibras,  1744. 

1*  All  the  old  deeds  and  archives  of  Eton  College  were  many  years  ago  di- 
gelled  and  indexed  by  Mr.  Martin,  whofe  index  under  his  own  hand  remains 

there  to  this  day. 


b 
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His  collection  of  antiquities,  particularly  of  fuch  as  relate 
to  Suffolk,  was  very  confiderable,  greater  than  probably 
ever  were  before,  or  will  be  hereafter,  in  the  poffeffion  of 
an  individual  ;  their  fragments*  have  enriched  feveral  private 
libraries  ;  and,  from  the  liberal  fpirit  of  communication  that 
diftinguifhes  the  prefent  age,  would  undoubtedly  be  accef- 
fible  to  any  gentleman  whole  time  fhould  enable,  and  incli¬ 
nation  induce  him,  to  arrange  and  give  them  to  the  public. 

*  His  diftreffes  obliged  him  to  difpofe  of  many  of  his  books,  with  his  MS. 
notes  on  them,  to  Mr.  T.  Payne,  in  his  life-time,  1769.  A  catalogue  of  his 
library  was  printed  after  his  death  at  Lynn,  in  8vo.  177  1,  in  hopes  of  difpofing 
of  the  whole  at  once.  Mr.  Worth,  chemifl,  at  Difs,  F.  S.  A.  purchafed  the 
reft,  with  all  his  other  collections,  for  600/.  The  printed  boohs  he  immediately 
fold  to  Booth  and  Berry  of  Norwich,  who  difpofed  of  them  in  a  catalogue, 
1773.  The  pictures  and  leffer  curiofities  Mr.  Worth  fold  by  auCtion  at  Difs; 
part  of  his  MSS.  in  London,  in  April  1773,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Baker ;  and  by  a  fe- 
cond  fale  there  in  May  1774,  MSS.  fcarce  books,  deeds, grants,  pedigrees, drawings, 
prints,  coins,  and  curiofities.  What  remainined  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Worth, 
confiding  chiefly  of  the  papers  relating  to  Thetford,  Bury,  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  were  purchafed  by  Mr.  blunt,  bookfeller,  at  Harlefton,  who  incorpo- 
rated  them  into  a  marked  catalogue,  and  fold  the  reft  to  private  purchafers. 
The  editor  of  this  work  is  poffefled  of  the  Bury,  and  the  author  of  this  life  of 
the  county,  papers.  The  difperfion  was  completed  by  the  fale  of  Mr.  Ives*  col¬ 
lection  in  London,  March  1777,  he  having  been  a  principal  purchafer  at  every 
former  one. 


N.  B.  MS.  W.  and  MS.  D.  N.  mean  MSS.  in  the  pofleffion 
of  Mr.  Worth  and  the  duke  of  Norfolk. 
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SUBSCRIBERS. 


A 


REV.  George  Afhby,  B.  D.  rector  of  Barrow,  F.  A.  S. 

Thomas  Aftle,  efq.  F.R.  and  A.  S.  keeper  of  the  records 
in  the  Tower 

Sir  Edward  Aftley,  hart,  of  Melton  Conflable,  Norfolk,  and 
knight  of  the  fhire  for  that  county 
Mr.  Thomas  Aylett,  Thetford  priory 

.  '  '  B 

John  Barker,  efq.  of  Shropham,  Norfolk,  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  weflern  battalion  of  the  Norfolk  militia 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bartlett,  F.  A.S. 

Rev.  John  Barnardifton,  D.  D.  late  mailer  of  Corpus  Chrifti 
college,  Cambridge 
Edmund  Betts,  efq.  Oakley,  Suffolk 
George  Betts,  efq.  Wortham,  Suffolk 
Thomas  Bigfby,  M.  D.  Ipfwich 

Rev.  Richard  Bland,  fellow  of  Gonville  and  Caius  college, 
Cambridge 

Rev.  Edward  Bofworth,  re£tor  of  Difs,  Norfolk 

Botefdalc  book  fuciety 

Guflavus  Brander,  efq.  F.R.  and  A.S. 

Wiliam  Bray,  efq. 

Bungay  book,  fociety 

Rev.  Randall  Burroughs,  re£tor  of  Bremingham  and  Shelf- 
hanger,  Norfolk 

John  Buxton,  efq.  Shad  well  Lodge,  Norfolk. 

b  2 
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C 


His  grace  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
Rev.  Robert  Capel,  fenior  fellow  of  Trinity  college,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  redtor  of  St.  John  and  All  Saints 
Mr.  William  Carter,  Norwich 
Rev.  Mr.  Carter,  redtor  of  Fersfield  in  Norfolk 
Mr.  Chace.,  bookfeller,  Norwich 
Right  hon.  Charles  earl  Cornwallis 
Right  hon.  countefs  Cornwallis 

Rev.  William  Cole,  B.  D.  Milton,  Cambridgefhire,  F.  A.  S. 
William  Coleman,  D.  D.  mailer  of  Corpus  Chriiti  college, 
Cambridge,  F.A.S. 

Mr.  Conant,  bookfeller,  London 

Rev.  Thomas  Cowper,  of  Eye,  prebend  of  Lincoln,  redtor  of 
Packlefham,  Effex,  and  chaplain  to  the  Tower 
Rev.  Ifaac  Cowper,  vicar  of  Eye,  Suffolk,  prebend  of  Litch¬ 
field,  and  redior  of  Burfton,  Norfolk 
Mr.  Thomas  Cook,  engraver,  Stoke,  near  Norwich 
Rev.  Sir  John  Cullurn,  bait.  Hardwicke  Houfe,  F.R.  and  A.  S. 
JohnCurrar,  efq.  F.A.S. 

D 


Mr.  Robert  Dade,  merchant,  of  Tlietford 

A 

Mr.  Benjamin  Davis,  of  Palgrave 
Mr.  Jofeph  Dawfon,  of  Difs 

Brampton  Gurdon  Dillingham,  efq.  Grundefburgh, 
Mr.  Dilly,  bookfeller,  London 
Difs  book  fociety 

Andrew  Coltee  Ducarel,  LL.  D.  F.R.  and  A.  S« 

E 

Mr.  Thomas  Ebdon,  furgeon,  Thetford 
Mr.  Devereux  Edgar,  furgeon,  Harleilon 
Mr.  John  Ellicott,  Middle  Temple 
Eye  book  fociety 


Suffolk 


F 
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F 

Rev.  Richard  Farmer,  D.D.  matter  of  Emanuel  college,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  F.A.S. 

John  Fenn,  efq.  of  Dereham,  F.A.S. 

Mr.  Zachary  Fineham,  of  Difs 

Rev.  Richard  Fifher,  fellow  of  Gonville  andCaius  col.  Cambr. 
Edward  Forfter,  efq. 

John  Frere,  efq.  F.  R.  and  A.S. 

G  i 

Rev.  John  Cole  Gallaway,  A.  M.  vicar  of  Hinckley,  Leicetter- 
fhire 

Mr.  Jofeph  Gill,  jun.  merchant,  Thetford 
Rev.  John  Gordon,  D.  D.  archdeacon  of  Lincoln 
Mr.  William  Green,  bookfeller,  Bury  St.  Edmunds 

H 

William  Hall,  efq.  of  Thetford 
Mr.  Jonas  Hardingham,  Norwich 
Mr.  Haworth,  Chancery  Lane 
Heralds  College,  London 

Edward  Hibgame,  recttor  of  Stratton  St.  Michael 
Edward  Grigfon  Heyhoe,  efq.  of  Hingham,  Norfolk 
Rowland  Holt,  efq.  knight  of  the  fhire  for  the  county  of  Suffolk 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  agreed  by  all  good  hiftorians,  that  we  have  no  certain 
account  of  the  (late  of  this  ifland  before  the  invafion  by 
Julius  Coefar;  for  it  is  from  that  period  only  we  can  fpeak 
concerning  events  which  happened  in  this  kingdom.  The 
beft  antiquaries  cannot  politively  determine  whence  the  name 
of  our  country  is  derived.  Some  fuppofe  it  was  called  Bri - 
tania  from  Brith ,  which  in  the  antient  Britifh  language  fig- 
nifies  J potted  or  painted,  and  'tain,  a  nation .  Others  think 
the  name  is  derived  from  Britac-Anac,  which  in  the  Phoeni¬ 
cian  language  hgnifies  a  land  of  tin ;  in  which  commodity 
the  Britons  carried  on  a  very  confiderable  trade  long  before 
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Cxfar’s  time.  Others  derive  our  original  from  Gomer  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Japhet ;  but  that  is  only  offered  as  a  conjecture, 
which  indeed  may  have  a  refemblance  of  probability  in  it, 
becaufe  the  words  Gomer  and  Cymric  the  names  given  to  the 
antient  Britons,  feem  to  bear  fome  affinity  to  each  other. 
The  learned  Sheringham,  in  his  treatife  de  Origine  Angliae, 
thinks  this  ifland  had  not  the  name  of  Britain  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Julius  Caefar:  but  that  is  a  miftake ;  for  it  was  fo 
called  by  Polybius,  who,  though  he  lived  to  a  great  age,  died 
ioo  years  before  Caefar  was  born  and  it  is  evident,  beyond; 
all  dilpute,  that  the  Silures,.  a  Phoenician  colony  in  Spain, 
had  a  great  trade  from  Cades  (now  Cales)  to  Cornwall,  and  the. 
adjacent  parts,  for  tin  long  before  ;  which  was  a  trade  of  fuch 
great  advantage  to  them,  that  they  are  faid  to  have  given  a 
great  reward  to  that  merchant,  who, chofe  rather  to  fplit  his, 
fhip  upon  a  rock,  than  to  be  taken  by  the  Romans  and  difco- 
ver  that  trade.  Certainly  the  nation,  at  lead:  the  maritime 
part  thereof,,  could  not  be  fo  brutifh  and  illiterate,  when , 
Caefar  firft  invaded  this  ifland,  as  he  reprefents  it  to  be.  St. . 
Jerom,  in  fome  of  his  differtations  upon  Genefis,  fays,  that 
the  fea-coafts  of  Europe,  and  the  ifles  even  as  far  as  Britain, „ 
were  inhabited  by  the  Greeks, from  whom  the  -  Romans  , 
themfelves  derived  a  great  part  of  their,  own  learning. 

But,  that  the  true  Rate  of  things  in  thofe  times  of  dark- - 
nefs  and  ignorance  may  he  tolerably  underftood,  I  fhall  give  ; 
a  curfory  account  from  the  beft  ancient  authors. 

Strabo. reprefents  the  Britons  as  being  fo  rude  and  ignorant,, 
when  the  Romans  firft  invaded  them,  that,  though  they, 
abounded  in  milk,  they  underftood  not  the  art  of  making 
cheefe,  nor  yet  of  agriculture  or  gardening ;  nor  were  their; 
cities  any  other  than  fuch  receptacles  as  they  made  in* 
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woods  for  themfelves  and  cattle,  fecured  by  cutting  down 
trees  a. 

Caefar  alfo  informs  us,  that  brafs  and  iron  rings  or  plates, 
reduced  to  a  certain  weight,  fupplied  their  want  of  money  : 
and  though  the  Romans  taught  them  the  art  of  coining  (to 
enable  them  to  pay  their  tribute),  yet  they  had  little  improved 
it,  as  appears  by  Doomfday;  where  it  is  mentioned  that  their 
payments  were  made  by  weight,  number,  and  in  bullion. 

Dio  Caffius  and  Herodian  fay  of  the  Britons,  that  they 
tilled  no  land,  but  lived  on  what  they  took  in  hunting,  and 
the  fruits  of  trees.  They  dwelt  in  tents;  went  naked,  except 
a  kind  of  covering  made  with  Ikins,  and  without  fhoes  ;  kept 
their  wives  and  children  in  common,  and  brought  up  the  latter 
in  all  manner  of  hardfhip,  by  inuring  them  to  hunger,  cold, 
and  labour.  They  were  very  valiant  and  intrepid,  and  fought 
bravely,  though  naked,  having  their  bodies  painted  with  the 
portraitures  of  the  fierceft  beafts,  to  appear  more  terrible  D. 
Nor  were  they  more  improved  in  their  navigation  than  in 
other  fciences  ;  their  belt  veffels  being  made  only  of  fmall 
twigs,  covered  with  leather,  as  both  Casfar  and  Lucan  in¬ 
form  us.  When  Julius  Coefar  made  his  firft  attempt  upon 
this  ifland,  the  natives  in  general  were  fo  rude  and  barbarous, 
that  authors  are  at  a  lofs  to  affign  his  motives  for  this 
invafion.  Some  afcribe  it  to  an  idea  that  the  ifland  pro¬ 
duced  great  quantities  of  pearl c ;  others,  to  the  glory 
of  enlarging  his  conquefts.  But  his  eagles  refted  not 
long  here ;  and,  if  we  believe  Lucan,  his  retreat  was  not 
very  honourable.  Afterward,  when  the  Romans  had  com- 

a  See  alfo  Tacitus  de  Monbus  Germ.  cap.  xvi. 

11  Raleigh’s  Hid.  of  the  World,  fol.  114.  and  Fliny’s  Nat.  Hid.  lib.  iv. 
cap.  xvi. 

c  Suetonius,  J.  Ctcf.  c.  v. 
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pleted  their  conqueft,  the  provinces  under  their  power  were 
reduced,  by  Roman  arts  and  civilization,  from  that  favage  bar- 
barifm  with  which  they  had  been  overfpread,  to  the  love  and 
cultivation  of  all  peaceful  arts.  By  the  good  conduct  of  the 
Roman  generals  (efpecially  of  Agricola),  they  were  taught  and 
encouraged  to  build  houfes,  temples,  and  courts  of  juftice; 
to  cultivate  their  lands,  and  to  conform  in  all  things  to  the 
Roman  manners.  They  devoted  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  all 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  thereby  became  prepared  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  which,  by  the  direction  of 
Divine  Providence,  was  afterwards  introduced  among  them  ; . 
and  foon  made  fo  great  progrefs,  that,  within  one  century,' 
in  the  time  of  king  Lucius,  no  lefs  than  three  archfiamens, 
and  twenty-eight  flamens,  were  converted  into  fo  many  arch* 
bifhops  and  bifhops  d.\. 

Coefar  tells  us,  that  all  offices  of  religion  were  performed 
by  the  Druids,  who  had  the  care  of  the  education  of  youth,. . 
were  foie  judges  both  in  all  crimes  and  controverlies,  puniffi- 
ing  thofe  who  difobeyed  their  determination  with  a  fort  of 
excommunication,  which  amounted  to  a  kind  of  outlawry, 
in  fllort,  the  Druids  were  the  oldeft  guardians  of  all  reli¬ 
gion,  laws,  and  learning,  among  the  Gentile  Philofophers  of 
the  feff  of  Pythagoras  e.  But  whence  they  had  -  their  name 
the  learned  are  not  agreed.  Pliny  derives  it  from  Agvc,  an-, 
oak,  becaufe  none  of  their  religious  rites  were  performed 
without  oak-leaves,  or  boughs  of  that  tree.  Gamden  and4: 
Selden  incline  to  that  opinion.  I  think  the  name  Druid  comes 
from  the  Btitifh.  word  Derw ,  an  oak,  or  Derwydd,  oak-men  : , 

d  Wilkins’s  Principles  of  Natural  Religion,  p.  185,  . 

f  Self.  Jan.Angl.  fob  16,. 
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but  Sammes  will  have  it  derived  from  Deruidhon ,  wife-men  in 
the  Britifhf,  or  kpy,  a  magician*  or  diviner,  in  the  Saxon 
language  ;  which  may  be  no  improbable  conjecture  ;  if  we  are 
of  the  offspring  of  Tuifco,  the  great  grandchild  of  Japhet, 
whofe  pofterity  firft  peopled  Germany,  then  Gaul,  and  from 
thence  Britain,  And  from  the  many  arguments,  both  of  Gaefar, . 
Gamden,  Selden,  and  others  too  long  to  be  enumerated  here,  we 
may  conclude  that  the  Gauls  and  Britons  had  the  fame  origin aL . 
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UT  to  draw  nearer  to  my  principal  fubject.  It  is  necelfary 


to  confider  what  part  the  Iceni,  who  were  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  kingdom  of.  the  Eaft  Angles,  now  Norfolk,  Suf¬ 
folk,  Cambridgefhire, .  and  the  Ifle  of  s  Ely,  bore  in  the  war 
with  Caefar;  with  whom,  after  the  overthrow  of  Caflibelan, 
the  moft  potent:  king  in  the  whole  ifland,  the  king  of  the  Eaft 
Angles  made  his  peace;  and,;,  upon  paying  a  fmall  tribute, 
the  Britons  were  at  reft  for  the  ten  laft  years  of  Julius  Caefar’s 
life;  and  after  his  death  were  wholly , negle&ed- by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  till  the  reign  of  Claudius,  who,  by  Aulus  Plautius,  his 
lieutenant  general,  reduced  Britain  into  a  Roman  province  S. 

It  is  very  probable  that  Thetford  was  the  royal  city  of  the 
Iceni,  fuch  as  that  age  afforded,,  even  before  the  Roman  in- 
vafion,,  on  account  of .  its  advantageous  fituation  for  .  health 
and  pleafure,  as  well  as  conveniency ;  being  neareft  to  the-  • 
centre  of  that;  kingdom  of  any  town  therein,  which! '.could... 


f  Baxter’s  GloiT.  p.  107. 
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hold  commerce  with  the  counties  of  Huntington,  Cambridge, 
and  the  Hie  of  Ely,  by  water.  In  thofe  ages  there  was 
little  or  no  coin  for  the  lubjedfs  to  pay  their  tribute  to  their 
kings ;  for  which  reafon  (though  hiftorians  had  not  in¬ 
formed  us  that  payments  were  made  to  ancient  kings  in  pro- 
vifions we  might  have  juflly  concluded,  that  they  fup- 
plied  them  with  all  things  neceffary  for  their  fupport ;  and 
for  the  eafy  effecting  thereof,  there  is  no  town  in  all  the 
kingdom  of  the  Iceni  that  can  reafonably  come  into  compe¬ 
tition  with  Thctford  for  the  refidence  of  their  kings,  where 
they  might  have  a  convenient  fupply  (by  water)  of  all  fuch 
commodities  as  the  richeft  part  of  their  kingdom  afforded, 
and  at  the  fame  time  be  in  the  centre  thereof,  to  relieve  any 
of  the  remoter  parts  in  cafe  of  emergency. 

During  that  long  refpite  of  i  oo  years  which  the  Britons  en¬ 
joyed  after  the  death  of  Julius  Caefar,  they  had  made  fo  great 
an  improvement,  from  the  example  of  the  Romans,  whom  they 
endeavoured  in  all  things  to  imitate,  that,  in  the  time  of  Nero, 
Pralutagus  king  of  the  Iceni,  who  was  grown  famous  for 
his  wealth,  at  his  death  made  Caefar  coheir  with  his  two 
daughters,  in  hopes  thereby  to  preferve  both  his  kingdom 
and  family.  But  this  policy  only  furnifhed  Nero’s  officers 
with  a  pretence  to  feize  and  harrafs  his  kingdom,  to  plunder 
his  houfe,  and  treat  the  Iceni,  efpecially  their  chiefs,  like 
flaves.  Nor  did  they  relt  there  ;  but  abufed  his  daughters,  and 
lcourged  his  queen  Boadicea,  for  endeavouring  to  put  a  flop 
to  their  outrages.  The  colony  at  Camalodunum,  now  Malden 
in  Effex,  treated  the  ancient  inhabitants  like  vaffals  and  flaves, 
and  turned  them  out  of  their  houfes  and  poffeffions.  Such 
unworthy  treatment  fo  exafperated  Boadicea,  that  fhe  incited 
the  Trinobantes,  and  other  people  who  were  not  wholly  fub- 

h  Seld.  Jan.  Angl.  fob  57. 
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jedted  by  the  Romans,  to  a  revolt.  This  the  abfence  of 
Suetonius  the  Roman  general,  then  on  an  expedition  againft 
the  Me  of  Man,  much  encouraged.  The  valiant  queen  fo 
well  improved  thofe  circumftances,  and  met  with  fuch  fuc~ 
cefs,  that  fhe  cut  off  the  colony  at  Malden,  and  the  ninth 
legiorr  as  it  came  to  their  relief.  Nor  had  the  colony  at  Veru- 
lam  any  better  fate,  where  the  victorious  queen  put  all  to* 
the  fword,  cutting  off  feventy  or  eighty  thoufand  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  and  their  allies.  But  fhe  was  foon.  after  overthrown  by 
Suetonius,  with  eighty  thoufand  of  her  men1., 

From  the  time  of  that  unfortunate  queen,  all  became  fub- 
jedt  to  the  conqueror  ;  fo  that  (as  the  learned  Camden  ob¬ 
serves);  there  was  no  farther  notice,  taken  of  the  Icenii 
among  hiftorians  for  a  long  time.-  But  that  Thetford, 
continued  to  be  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  towns  in  thefe 
parts  of  England,  is  manifeft  from  the  very  name  the  Romans 
gave  it,  Sitomagus X  What  name  it  had  before  theirr 
arrival  here  is  unknown,  nor  is  it  very  material :  the  belt 
towns  the  Britons  had  before  were  very  obfcure ;  and  hiftory. 
does  not  furnifh  us  writh  any  particular  account  of  them. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  conquerors  changed  all  names  at 
their  pleafure;  and  Camden  is  of.opinion,  that  Sitomagus  is  de¬ 
rived  from  Sit,  or  Thet  (the  name  of  a  Email  river  falling  out 
of  Suffolk  into  the  Little  Oufe,  which  takes  its  rife  at  Lop- 
ham,  and  runs  through  this  town),  and  Magus,  which,  as 
Pliny  fays,  ffgnifies  a  City  :  fo  that  it  was  called  by  the  Romans 
the  City  upon  the  river  Sit  or  S’het and  corruptly  Simomagus 
and  Si  nomagus,  in  the  antient  maps  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire  publifhed  by  Peutinger ;  where  it  is  the  only  town; 

Dio,  lib.  Ixii.  70 6,  Tacitus,  Ana.  xiv.  38.. 
k  Antoninus’s  Itinerary. 

U 


taken. 


8 


T  HE  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 


taken  notice  of  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Iceni,  being  far  lupe- 
rior  to  any  other. 

But  as  the  Romans  gave  names  to  towns  fuitable  to  their 
Situation,  and  to  this  town  in  particular;  fo  did  the  Saxons,  af¬ 
ter  it  came  under  their  jurifdi&ion.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to 
offer  an  etymology  of  my  own,  why  may  we  not  fuppofeC#  and 
T 'bet  to  be  a  contraction  of  Civitas  and  Magus  y  from  peyoic,  mag- 
nus ,  q.  d.  a  great  City ,  as  this  was,  in  companion  with  any  other 
in  this  part  of  England.  Nor  can  I  give  a  llronger  approbation 
to  the  learned  Camden’s  derivation  of  the  prefent  name  of 
Tbetford  from  Deorpopb,  by  Rill  keeping  the  firft  fy liable, 
Calling  out  the  o ,  with  the  addition  of  the  German  or  Saxon 
word  ford ,  lignifying  a  pajfage  over  waters ;  not  confi- 
dering  that  Beor,  without  any  diminution,  lignifies  canalis , 
or  cataradict  aquarum ,  a  great  fall  of  waters ;  fo  that  the  ge¬ 
nuine  and  proper  fignification  of  Beotpopb  is  a  pajfage  over 
a  canal ,  or  confluence  of  waters .  No  name  can  be  more  ap- 
pofite  to  any  place  than  this  is  to  the  chief  palTage  into  this 
town  over  the  Chriitopher  Bridge,  where  the  feveral  Breams 
ifiuing  out  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  are,  as  it 
were,  contracted  and  united  into  one  canal,  and  might  there¬ 
fore  with  propriety  be  called  by  way  of  eminence  flbejflord  *, 
as  the  name  was  antiently  written. 

The  Romans,  when  they  conquered  any  country  or  town, 
endeavoured  to  fecure  the  acquifition,  by  placing  therein  fome 
of  their  legions  under  the  command  of  proper  officers.  We 
find  about  this  town  feveral  vefliges  of  its  being  once  forti¬ 
fied;  and  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  thole  places  of 
defence  were  ereCted  by  the  Romans. 

1  See  Dr.  Plot’s  Letter  to  the  earl  of  Arlington,  publilhed  in  Mr.  Hearne’s 
lliftory  of  Glallonbmy,  and  in  Mr.  BJomfidci’s  account  of  Tbetford  in  his 
Hi llory  of  Norfolk,  \ol.  I. 
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Mr.  Blomefieldm  luppofes  they  had  a  fortrefs  at  each  end 
of  the  town,  which  then  lay  altogether  on  the  Suffolk  tide  of 
the  river.  The  firft  of  thefe  fortreftes  he  places  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  town,  very  near  the  river,  and  having  the  feite 
of  the  nunnery  on  its  eaft  fide.  Much  of  this  agger  was 
loft  in  his  time,  having  been  carried  away  for  manure  to  im¬ 
prove  the  adjacent  low  meadows;  from  this  the  intrenchment 
in  all  probability  went  up  to  that  field  where  a  windmill  once 
ftood,  and  enclofing  that  field  crofted  the  London  road,  and  fo 
meet  Red  Caftle,  the  other  fortrefs.  Some  traces  of  the  town- 
ditch  may  be  feen  near  the  nunnery,  and  fome  broken  banks 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road  by  it,  but  whether  fufiicient  to 
authorize  Mr.  Blomefield’s  aftertion  may  be  doubted. 

The  Red  Caftle  was  an  earthwork  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
town,  which  was  entirely  defended  by  it.  Authors  differ  in 
their  opinions  concerning  the  etymology  of  this  name  ;  fome 
derive  it  from  the  red  gravelly  foil  of  which  it  confifts,  the 
foil  of  the  field  round  it  being  much  darker ;  others,  from 
the  Saxon  word  Reb,  which  fignifies  a  Reed,  as  well  as  red 
colour.  But  moft  probably  that  name  was  given  to  it  by  the 
Britons,  from  its  fituation  direcftly  oppofite  a  noted  place  on 
the  river,  called  Ditcbingford ,  q.  d.  Ditch  and  ford,  which 
-  was  the  principal  paffage  over  the  river  into  the  town,  which 
then  ftood  on  the  Suffolk  fide.  The  Britifti  name  for  Ford 
is  Rhyd,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  ancients  generally  de¬ 
rived  their  appellations  of  places  from  remarkable  rivers, 
Woods,  valleys,  Sec.  It  is  an  oval  camp  which  adjoins  to  the 
road  on  the  fouth,  and  though  ploughed  over,  and  the  ditches 
levelled,  retains  much  of  its  ancient  form  and  is  hollow  in 

m  He  miftakes  in  calling  this  fortification  a  military  agger*  and  quoting  Sal¬ 
mon’s  Roman  Stations,  p.  io.  for  that  author  by  that  term  means  a  Roman 
Toacf  which  meets  another  by  the  caftle. 
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the  middle.  Whether  here  were  any  fortifications  of  mafonry 
is  not  clear.  It  feems  as  if  a  hermit  had  a  chapel  on  its  fcite, 
for  Mr.  Martin  in  digging  found  a  very  fine  ftone  coffin, 
with  bones  in  it,  juft  where  it  is  fuppofed  the  hermit’s  chapel 
ftood,  at  the  north-eaft  corner  n. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  prefent  town  ftands  a  famous  hill, 
called  the  Caftle  Hill.  Camden  confefled  himfelf  unable 
to  refolve  whether  it  was  a  work  of  the  Romans  or  Saxons*. 
It  is  generally  agreed  at  prefent,  that  Inch  kinds  of  forti¬ 
fications  as  are  accompanied  by  a  keep,  are  of  later  work.  This 
may,  however,  with  great  probability,  be  afcribed  to  the  Saxons, 
as  well  as  that  ancient  boundary  of  this  kingdom  of  the 
Eaft  Angles  upon  Newmarket  Heath,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Devil's  Ditch ;  and,  it  maybe  thought  probable,  that 
it  was  the  work  of  fome  of  the  firft  Saxon  Kings,  to  fecure 
their  capital  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  irruption  or  invafion.. 

The  exterior  figure  of  this  work  feems  to  have  been  a  right 
angled  paralellogram  with  the  angles  rounded  off,  its  greateft 
length  lying  from  eaft  to  weft.  It  confifted  of  two  ramparts, 
each  defended  by  a  ditch.  Within  thefe,  near  and  parallel  to  . 
their  weft  fides,  is  a  high  and  fteep  mount  or  keep,  entirely 
encompafted  by  a  ditch.  Eaft  of  this  mount  is  a  large  area  or 
place  of  arms  300  feetfquare,  evidently  intended  for  parading 
the  troops  employed  in  its  defence.  This  mount  is  about  100 
.feet  in  height,  and  the  circumference  at  the  bafe  984;  its  dia¬ 
meter  meafur.es  338  feet  at  its  bafe,  and  81  on  its  fummit,. 
which  is  difhing  or  concave  upwards  of  12  feet  below  its 
outer  furface,  owing  probably  to  its  having  been  once  fur- 
rounded  by  a  parapet,  the  top  whereof  may  have  been  gra¬ 
dually  melted  away  by  the  injuries  of  time  and.  weather. 
The  Hope  or  ramp  of  this  mount  is  extremely  fteep,  forming 

*  Blomfield  I.  378. 


I 


an 


- 


< 


,  ■ 


, 


V 


■  1 


N 

— 


■ 


-  '  .  :*?*  .  .  - 
‘  •  J  (•  R  *  '  •  - 


' 


' 


' 


' 

> 


.* 


I 


, 


/?  sot- 


r.n 


A  . 

(771 


/■ 

2 /Tig. 


A  B. 


J?cad 


O  F  T  H  E  T  F  O  R  D. 


1 i 

an  angle  with  the  plain  of  the  horizon  of  more  than  40  de¬ 
grees,  and  yet  no  traces  remain  of  any  path  or  fteps  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  up  machines  or  any  weighty  ammunition. 
The  chief  entrance  feems  to  have  been  on  the  north  fide, 
where,  in  the  fecond  or  inner  rampart,  a  paffage  is  fo  formed 
that  troops  attempting  to  enter  muft  have  prefented  their 
flanks  to  a  double  line  of  the  garrifon  looking  down  upon 
them.  Such  was,  it  is  prefumed,  its  form,  when  entire.  At 
prefent  the  whole  of  the  fouth  fide  is  covered  with  buildings,, 
and  towards  the  eaft  it  has  been  nearly  levelled,  and  is  cut 
through  by  the  road,  only  part  of  its  eaft  flde  near  the  north 
eaftern  angle  remaining.  The  enclofing  ramparts  are  ftill 
near  20  feet  high,  and  their  ditches  at  bottom  from  60  to  70 
feet  wide,  which,  confidering  the  double  flope  of  45  degrees, 
gives  a  confiderable  width  at  the  creft  of  the  ramparts.  The 
ditch  round  the  mount  meafures  42  feet  wide  at  bottom0. 

The  annexed  plan  and  ledtion  will  convey  a  much  clearer 
idea  of  it  than  can  be  given  by  words,  the  dotted  lines  repre- 
fent  its  fuppofed  form  when  entire,  the  fliaded  parts  flrew  its 
prefent  ft  ate. 

The  w  hole  of  thefe  works  is  a  mixture  of  mould  and 
mafles  of  clunch.  To  whatever  people  they  are  to  be  afcribed, 
we  may  apply  to  them  the  wrords  of  Sir  Henry  Spelman  upon  an¬ 
other  occafion,  “  Non  vulgar e  vides  monumentum  ;  forte  videbls 
u  baud  duo  prat  ere  a  talia ,  fi  qua  vides? 

0  Mr.  Blomfield  fays,  lie  could  neither  find  nor  learn  that  there  had  been  any 
walls  on  the  trenches  of  the  hill :  Salmon  fays  the  fame  ;  but,  upon  that  part  of 
it  which  cvoffes  the  Friars  clofe,  being  carried  away  by  Mr.  Medlycott  for  manure 
1772,  the  traces  of  a  wall  were  plainly  difcovered,  as  Mr.  Worth  was  in- 
lormed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  an  inhabitant  and  attentive  obferver.  At  the 
fame  time  was  found  near  a  bufiiel  of  rye  intire,  but  quite  difcoloured  as  if  by 
fire.  I  might  add,  that  in  the  indenture  between  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk 
and  Sir  R.  Fulmerdone,  hereafter  recited  p.  48,  the  cadi  e-yard  is  faid  to  be 
“  enolofed  with  pone  walls? 
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What  makes  it  feem  probable  that  Thetford  was  one, 
of  the  Roman  cajira  Jiativu  is,  that  the  only  old  Rom  ana 
way,  which  is  certainly  known  to  run  in,  thefe  parts,  is.’ 
the  way  mentioned  by  Dugdale,.,  leading  from  Peterborough 
in  Northamptonfhire  to  Denver  near  Downham  Market 
in  Norfolk,  acrofs  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens*  in  the.  molt, 
advantageous  place  it  could  be  made  for  the  march  of  their: 
armies,  from  their  other  military  Rations  in  the  north,  as* 
well  as  from  other  places  to  their  cajira Jlativa  here.  This- 
way  might  be  a  pait  of  the  Ikenild  Street ,  or  Via  Icenorum , 
which  the  learned  are  at  fo  great  a  lofs  to  afcertain  ;  in 
favour  of  which  I  would  obferve,  that  there  is  no  other 
known  Roman  way  within  the  kingdom  .of  the  Iceni,.  It  is, 
generally  allowed  that  the  places  mentioned  in  the  itinerary 
Rood  on  the  high  road.  Mr.  Salmon  P  finds  two  Roman  roads . 
meeting  at  the  ancient  ford  at  this  town. .  He  indeed  re¬ 
moves  Sitomagus  to  Wymondbam ,  afterwards  to  Bokenham  4  ; 
and  Baxter,  by  a  wilder  conjecture,  to  Hemingford  Abbot 
in  Huntingdon  fair  s* 

To  the  argument  in  favour  of  this  place  having  been  a  Ro¬ 
man  Ration  brought  from  its  fituation  on  the  Roman  way, 
one  might  add,  that  in  the  place  called  Srnithfield r,  are 
evident  proofs  of  its  being  the  very  piece  of  ground  where 
forges  for  iron-works,  &c.  were  erected, .  it  being  covered 
very  thick  with  their  cinders;  and  the  difiance  of  that 
field  from  the  camp  exactly  correfponds  with  the  general 
cufiom  of  the  Romans.  Likewife  the  number  of  Roman 
coins  found  here,  chiefly  of  the  higher  empire  Vefpafian> 

r  Rom.  Stations,  p.  io. 

q-  Survey,  p.  169. 

r  Called  in  a  record  1630  Campfield  or  KcntfiCld,  and  laid  to  have  belonged 
%q  the.  nuns ; .  it  contains  aboye  30. acres,  liiomfield. 
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/liver  and  middle  brafs :  Trajan,  large  and  fmall  brafs ;  the 
former,  Rev.  S.  P.  Q.  R.  OPTIMO  PRINCIPI  :  Antoninus 
Pius,  Fauftina,  Conilantine  the  Great,  Rev.  Urbs  Roma. 
Grifpus, 

Dr.  Stukeley  exhibited  to  the  Antiquary  Society  1748,. 
drawings  of  two  rude  inftruments  made  of  an  horfe’s  bone, 
like  a  comb,  with  which  he  fancied  the  Britons  combed 
the  manes  of  their  horfes.  They  were  found  in  the  earth¬ 
works  of  the  caille,  and  were  in  the  pofle/Iion  of  the  rev. 
Mr.  George  Burton,  of  Elveden. 

Sitomagus  continued  to  be  a  fenced  and  royal  city  from 
the  unfortunate  overthrow  of  Boadicea  till  the  eilabliihment 
of  the  Heptarchy,  and  was  known  to  Antoninus,  Ptolomy>A 
and  elder  ages,  by  this  name;  when  Norwich,  Lynne,  ancL 
Yarmouth,  were  yet  in  their  infancy. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

THE  SAXON  TIMES. 


S  Thetford  was  the  metropolis  of  the  Eaii  Anglian  king¬ 
dom,  and  Rourifhed  greatly  under  the  Saxon  govern¬ 
ment,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the 
origin  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  and  their  Kings. 


When  the.  Saxons  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  all  En<r- 

O 

land,  they  divided  it  into  feven  kingdoms,  called  the  Heptar¬ 
chy.  That  of  the  Eail  Angles  contained  Norfolk,  Suffolk^. 
Cambrklgeiliire,  and  the  I/le  of  Ely.  It  was  bounded  on  the 
call  and  north  by  the  fea,  on  the  well  by  St.  Edmund’s  Ditch,  - 
and  on  the  fouth  by  EiTex.  It  began  in  the  year  5 75,  and 
ended  upon  king  Ethelbert’s  death  in  793,  having  laded  218 
years  in  regular  1  iicceffion,.  Afterwards  it  became  tributary 
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to  Mercia,  after  the  fhort  interval  of  Edmund’s  reign  of  1 6 
years  to  the  Danifh  invafion.  It  was  governed  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  Kings. 

1 .  Uffa.  He  landed  in  Britain  about  A.  D.  530,  and  affirm¬ 
ed  the  title  of  King  of  Eaft  Anglia  about  575,  and  died  about 
581.  The  fucceeding  Kings  of  the  Eaft  Angles  had  from  him 
the  title  of  Uffings s. 

2.  Titil  reigned  according  to  'Speed  twenty  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Stow  ten ;  of  whom  there  is  nothing  memor¬ 
able  recorded.  He  died  A.  D.  592,  and  was  fucceeded  in 
the  government  by  that  excellent  prince  his  fon 

3.  Redowald  or  Redwald,  who,  having  been  converted 
to  the  Chriftian  faith,  is  faid  to  have  relapfed  into  his  former 
errors  by  the  perfuafion  of  his  wife  Wilburga,  daughter  or 
relation  of  Penda  King  of  Mercia,  He  protected  in  his  court 
a  young  and  innocent  Prince  named  Edwin,  who  fled  to  him 
for  refuge  when  he  was  perfecuted  by  Adelfrid,  or  Ethelfrid, 
king  of  Northumberland.  But  when  Adelfrid  heard  of  the 
place  of  Edwin’s  retreat,  he  immediately  Pent  a  meflenger  to 
Redwald,  to  demand  the  young  prince,  threatening  in  cafe  of 
refufal  an  open  declaration  of  war.  After  fome  deliberation, 
.Redwald’s  generality  and  valour  fo  effectually  pleaded  in  behalf 
of  the  prince,  that  he  collected  his  forces,  and  marched  at  the 
head  of  his  army  againft  Adelfrid,  and  after  a  vigorous  en¬ 
gagement  obtained  a  compleat  victory,  A.  D.  592.  This 
fortunate  event  advanced  Edwin  to  that  dignity  and  power, 
to  which  he  had  a  legal  claim,  and  which  he  fupported  with 
honour  and  efteem,  in  conftant  friendfhip  with  his  kind  de¬ 
fender  and  hisfubjeCts.  Redwald  reigned  according  to  Speed 

9  Vuffa  a  quo  reges  Orient alium  Anglorum  Vuffirgas  appellant *  Bede.  E.  PI.  II.  1 5. 
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forty  years  ;  Stow  fays  only  twenty-five.  He  died  A.  D.  624, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 

4.  Erpwald,  who  was  converted  to  Chriflianity ' by  Edwin 
king  of  Northumberland,  and  baptized  A.  D.  627  f  or  63  2  u, 
and  after  a  fhort  reign  (though  Hollinfhed  fays  he  governed 
in  Redwald’s  time)  was  murdered  by  one  Richbert  or  Kicliart, 
his  relation,  in  636.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother 

5.  SigebeB-T,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  founded  public 
fchools  at  Cambridge.  He  was  very  induftrious  in  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  have  his  fubjedls  inflrudted  in  the  true  religion ; 
having,  after  he  had  been  driven  out  of  the  kingdom  by  his 
fon-in-law,  taken  refuge  in  France,  where  he  embraced  the 
Chriftian  religion  ;  and  by  the  concurrence  of  Felix  and  Fur- 
feus,  he  effected  his  defign.  He  retired  from  the  fatigues  of 
government  540,  with  a  view  to  devote  himfelf  to  a  religious 
life  in  Cumberfburgh  or  Cnoberfburgh  abbey,  and  refigned 
the  kingdom  to  Egricx  his  kinfman.  But  foon  after,  Penda 
king  of  Mercia  declared  war  againft  Egric,  who  folicited  and 
obtained  the  afliftance  of  Sigebert.  They  both  marched  into 
the  field  (Sigebert  armed  only  with  a  wand)  and  were  defeat¬ 
ed  and  flain  at  Cnoberfburgh,  A.  D.  638  7. 

7.  Anna,  fon  of  Enus,  brother  of  Redwald,  then  affumed 
the  royal  powers  in  642.  He  bore  an  excellent  character, 
and  is  reputed  to  have  been  one  of  the  molt  eminent  of  the  Eaft 
Anglian  kings.  It  is  faid,  that  by  his  afliftance,  Cenowalch, 
king  of  Weffex,  who  fled  to  him  for  refuge,  was  reftored  to 
his  kingdom,  of  which  he  had  been  deprived.  This  part  of 
his  conduct  was  fo  highly  relented  by  Penda,  that  he  vowed 
he  would  carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  kingdom  of  the  EaR 

£  Sax.  Chron.  fub  anno. 
u  Bede  E.  H.  II.  1 5. 

x  Huntingdon,  Ingulfus,  and  Brompton  call  him  Egnic  ;  Carte,  EtuiL 
y  Bede  111.  18.  Sax.Clir.  37. 
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Angles.  Anna  met  him  in  the  field,  and  was  there  {lain  654  z* 
Penda  remained  mailer  of  his  kingdom,  but  made  terms  with 
his  brother 

-8.  Etheldred  or  Ethlhere  a,  who  thereupon  fucceeded 
him  654.  Penda  accepted  his  offers,  and  debited  from  the 
execution  of  his  threats.  Etheldred’s  reign  lalted  not  long, 
lie  was  bain  in  battle  the  fame  or  following  year  by  Ofwi, 
king  of  Northumberland. 

The  following  kings,  who  fucceflively  governed  the  Eaft 
Angles,  have  fo  little  faid  of  them  by  hiltorians,  that  I  fhall 
pafs  them  briefly  over,  and  haften  to  the  more  immediate 
fubjedf  of  this  liiftory.  On  the  deceafe  of  Etheldred, 

9.  Athelwald  or  Edelwald,  his  brother,  fucceeded  ia 
the  government  655  ;  and  after  his  death  664  his  nephew 

10.  Aldulph,  cotemporary  with  Rede 

11.  Alfwald,  or  Elwald.c,  his  brother,  683. 

12.  Beorne  690  or  asfome749,  who  was  fucceeded  760  by 

1 3.  Etheldred,  who  died  789,  and  was  fucceeded  byhisfon 

14.  Ethelbert.  He  was  bafely  affaffinated  792  by  his 
^father-in-law  Gffa,  king  of  Mercia,  who  united  his  kingdom 
to  his  own. 

The  Eaft  Angles  having  defeated  Offa’s  three  fucceftors, 
Beornulf,  Ludecan,  and  Witlaff,  fet  up  for  their  King  Ed¬ 
mund,  of  whom  more  fully  in  the  next  chapter. 

z  Anna  left  two  daughters,  Aedilthryda  and  Sexburga,  fucceflively  abbefles 
of  Ely,  which  the  former,  who  was  wife  of  Egfrid  king  of  Northumber- 
and,  had  founded. 

a  Sax.  Chron.  an.  <555. 
b  Eccl.  Hi  ft.  II.  15. 

c  Malmfbury  makes  the  two  brothers  AdulF,  Alfwald  or  Elfwulf,  reign  to 
gether,  but  not  Beorn  with  them,  as  Strutt’s  Chronicle,  I.  157.  Simeon 
Dunelm.  makes  Hunbean  and  Albert  fucceed  Elfwold,  and  divide  the  king¬ 
dom  between  them.  The  Chronicle  of  Mailros,  and  M.  Weftm.  call  them 
Beorn  and  Athelbert,  and  they  are  probably  no  other  than  Beorn  and  Ethel¬ 
dred.  Blair  makes  Beorn  reign  alone  from  758  to  790.  There  is  much  ob¬ 
scurity  during  thefe  reigns,  as  may  be  feen  from  the  following  table. 
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C  HAP.  III. 

THE  DANES. 


BUT  its  profperity  was  of  fhort  duration.  The  Danes  were 
not  idle  fpeCtators  of  the  opulence  of  the  Eaft  Angles, 
and  of  the  other  kingdoms  of  Britain.  It  does  not  appear  this 
warlike  people  had  any  higher  views  than  plunder  when  they 
firft  vifited  this  iile  ;  but  their  fucceffes  fuggefted  to  them 
a  compleat  conquelt  of  England.  Nor  were  pretences  or 
opportunities  wanting.  The  following  are  recorded  by  our 
hiftorians.  In  the  year  848,  Ofbert  became  King  of  North¬ 
umberland,  and  by  his  unhappy  conduCt,  involved  both 
himfelf  and  others  in  calamities.  He  kept  his  court  at  York, 
and  ufed  frequently  to  amufe  himfelf  with  hunting.  As  he 
was  returning  one  day  from  the  chace,  he  called  at  earl 
Bruern’s  houfe  to  refrefh  himfelf.  It  happened  the  earl  was 
not  at  home ;  but  his  lady,  who  added  an  engaging  beha¬ 
viour  to  exquifite  beauty,  made  fuch  a  ftrong  impreffion  on 
the  heart  of  the  amorous  king,  that  he  refolved  to  gratify 
his  paflion.  After  he  had  tried  every  foothing  method  to 
obtain  her  confent,  without  fuccefs,  he  proceeded  to  vio¬ 
lence.  When  the  earl  returned,  his  wife  acquainted  him 
with  what  had  happened.  Bruern  immediately  devifed 
the  moft  ample  revenge  on  the  ravifher.  He  thought 
nothing  could  more  effectually  anfwer  his  purpofe,  than 
going  to  Denmark  to  folicit  the  afliftance  of  the  Danifli 
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king.  In  confequence  of  that  application,  the  Danes,  not 
long  after,  made  a  defcent  on  Northumberland;  and  their 
fuccefs  in  that  kingdom  was  confidered  by  them  as  an  earneft 
of  what  they  might  expecft  another  time. 

The  hawk  of  Lodbroc  king  of  Denmark  happening  in  a 
flight  to  fall  into  the  fea,  the  king  for  its  immediate  refcue 
took  the  next  boat  he  could  find;  or,  as  other  hiftorians  fay, 
in  palling  over  into  a  little  ifland,  with  his  hawk  for  fport, 
a  fudden  gulf  of  wind  drove  him  out  to  fea.  After  immi- 
nent  dangers,  he  was  calf  upon  the  coaft  of  Norfolk  near 
Repeham,  where  addrefling  himfelf  to  Bern,  the  king’s  fal¬ 
coner,  he  was  by  him  prefented  to  king  Edmund,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  great  kindnefs  and  refpedl.  At  length 
Bern  grew  jealous  of  the  great  favour  fhewn  to  Lodebroc, 
fo  that  when  they  were  fporting  together  in  the  woods, 
Bern  flew  and  buried  him  therein.  His  murder  was  after¬ 
ward  difcovered  by  a  hound  that  Lodbroc  kept,  who  would 
not  forfake  his  mailer’s  body,  but  when  compelled  by  extre¬ 
mity  of  hunger,  and  then  but  juft  to  fatisfy  his  prefent  want, 
but  ftill  kept  fawning  upon  the  king  and  courtiers  as  often  as 
he  was  forced  to  vifit  them.  Being  known  for  Lodbroc’s  dog, 
he  was  obferved  and  followed,  till  he  had  directed  them  to 
his  mailer’s  body,  and  by  his  fierce  behaviour  towards  Bern, 
and  other  circumftances,  Bern  was  difcovered  to  be  the  mur¬ 
derer,  and  condemned  by  the  king  to  be  put  into  the  fame 
boat  which  brought  Lodbroc  over  into  Eaft  Anglia,  without 
oars  or  fails.  This  boat  in  an  extraordinary  manner  was  car¬ 
ried  fafe  to  Denmark,  where  it  was  known  to  be  the  fame  in 
which  Lodbroc  was  loft.  Bern  was  feized  and  carried  to. 
Hinguar  and  Hubba,  Lodbroc’s  fons,  and  by  them,  with  tor- 

ments? 
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merits,  examined  concerning  their  father’s  fate  ;  but  he, 
in  his  own  excufe,  charged  king  Edmund  with  the  mur¬ 
der  after  providence  had  calf  him  on  the  Englifh  coaft. 
The  fons,  inflamed  with  rage,  refolved  on  revenge ;  and, 
fpeedily  railing  great  forces,  made  a  defcent.  But  had  this 
been  the  true  caufe  of  their  coming  over,  they  would  not 
have  wintered  quietly  at  Thetford  the  firft  year,  and  from 
thence  in  the  fpring,  after  they  had  provided  themfelves 
with  horfes,  have  left  it  for  fome  years,  without  any 
further  injury,  to  plunder  and  ravage  feveral  other  parts 
of  the  ifland  Y,  By  the  moft  authentic  hilfories  it  appears 
that  the  Danes  facked  Winchefter  in  the  time  of  king  Ethel- 
bert,  which  wras  no  lefs  than  ten  years  before  Hinguar  and 
Hubba  plundered  and  burnt  Thetford,  and  martyred  king 
Edmund,  which  was  not  till  the  year  870  or  871,  in  the 
1 6th  year  of  his  reign2;  when,  after  they  had  plundered 
and  wafted  a  great  part  of  the  country,  Hinguar  again  re¬ 
turned  and  wintered  at  Thetford,  with  part  of  the  Danifli 
army.  Edmund  rallied  his  forces,  and  marched  againft  the 
enemy ;  a  dreadful  battle  was  fought,  near  to  the  town, 
with  the  Danes,  which  continued  a  whole  day  with  great 
daughter  on  both  ftdes.  Towards  night  the  Danes  began 
to  retreat,  but  were  not  purfued  by  the  king,  who  retired 
to  Heglel'dune,  now  Hoxne,  upon  hearing  that  Hubba  was 
come  to  his  brother  Hinguar’s  aftiftance  with  ten  thoufand 
men.  Soon  after,  they  purfued  the  king,  and  took  him  pri- 
foner ;  and,  having  bound  him  to  a  tree,  fhot  him  to  death  with 


y  Brady,  Hift.  113*  AfTer  fo.  4.  Anno  860.  M.  Weflm.  871.  Pol.  Vcrg. 
lib.  4.  fol.  70.  They  were  here  alio  838.  (Sax.  Chr.)  and  fpent  much  time  here 
866.  Ibid. 
z  Malmlbury. 
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arrows.  To  fatiate  themfelves  with  full  revenge,  they  cut 
off  his  head,  and  lodged  it  in  the  thickeft  part  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  wood,  that  it  might  not  be  found  by  his  fervants. 

The  Danes,  in  the  approaching  fpring,  thought  it  would 
anfwer  their  purpofe  better  to  leave  that  part  of  the 
country  they  had  already  ruined,  and  feek  more  inviting  and 
fertile  fcenes,  where  they  might  carry  on  their  old  trade  of 
plunder  to  more  advantage. 

After  their  departure,  the  firft  care  of  the  chriftians  was 
to  pay  their  refpebts  to  the  holy  martyr,  as  king  Edmund 
was  called,  by  giving  him  a  decent  funeral.  In  order  there¬ 
to,  diligent  fearch  was  made  for  his  head,  which  was  found, 
and  buried  together  with  his  body  at  St.  Edmundsbury,  lb 
ealled  on  that  account. 

As  that  event  has  been  embellifhed  by  hihorians  with  fome 
miraculous  and  extraordinary  circumftances,  I  fhall  mention 
one  or  two  inftances.  The  following  is  taken  from  father 
Crelfy’s  Church  Hiftory  of  Britain  a.  He  fays,  when  king  Ed¬ 
mund’s  friends  were  fearching  for  the  head,  and  calling  to 
one  another,  the  head  anfwered  here ,  here ,  until  it  had 
brought  them  all  to  it ;  where  they  found  a  wolf  holding  it 
between  his  fore-feet,  who,  after  he  had  furrendered  up  his 
charge,  followed  them  to  the  funeral,  without  doing  or  re¬ 
ceiving  any  harm. 

The  fame  author  tells  us  farther,  that  the  head  remained 
in  the  wood  one  whole  year  before  it  was  found ;  and  in  the 
conclulion  adds,  that  he  Ihould  have  abftained  from  tran- 
fcribing  into  his  hiftory  fo  prodigious  a  wonder,  were  it  not 
that  he  found  it  attefled  by  all  ancient  hiftorians  without  ex- 


*  Lib.  xxvii. 
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ception,  particularly  by  William  of  Malmsbury,  a  famous 
hiftorian.  But  it  does  not  appear  from  Malmsbury  that  the 
head  lay  a  year  in  the  wood ;  for  he  could  not  have  been 
martyred  fo  long.  All  agree  that  king  Edmund  was  Rain 
upon  the  calends  of  December,  which  is  the  20th  day  of 
November :  and  all  hiftorians  inform  us,  that  the  Danes  re¬ 
moved  from  Thetford  the  following  fpring-  Creffy  cites 
Camden  b,  who  only  fays,,  fpeaking  of  Hoxne,  olim  Hegilf- 
don,  that  the  king  wTas  fhot  to  death  there.  But  Cam¬ 
den  did  not  write  of  that  event  as  his  own  opinion ;  but 
only  gave  citations  out  of  authors  of  CrefTy’s  own  religion, 
without  having  any  defign  to  fatisfy  us  in  regard  to  the  two 
great  wonders. 

While  popery  flourifhed  in  England,,  great  numbers  of 
miracles  were  pretended  to-be  performed  at  his  tomb.  The 
monks  acquired  great  riches  by  impoflng  upon  the  credu¬ 
lous,  in  thofe  times  of  ignorance ;  and  made  it  their  chief 
Rudy  to  enflave  the  minds  of  the  deluded  populace  by  a  fhew 
of  fanxftity  and  fictitious  miracles.  But  let  the  romantic  Rories 
be  treated  as  they  deferve  :  they  are  intended  only  to  fhew 
the  genius  of  that  age ;  and  that  every  one  may  rejoice  in 
the  prefent  advantages  for  improving  in  rational  knowledge. 

It  is  yet  difcernible  where  that  dreadful  battle  was  fought 
between  king  Edmund  and  the  Danes,  in  the  fields  be¬ 
tween  Carford  and  Melford  Bridges,  where  there  are  ten 
or  more  tumuli.  Thefe  fields  belong  to  Rufhford  col¬ 
lege  (formerly  part  of  Snarefhill) ;  and  the  ancient  hifto¬ 
rians  wdio  give  us  an  account  of  that  battle  lay,  that  king. 


b  Brit.  fol.  414. 


Edmundi 


2  2 


THE  HISTORY 


Edmund  came  from  his  caftle  at  Framlingham  before  he 
engaged  with  the  Danes,  and  retired  to  Hoxne  afterwards  ; 
which  circumftances  confirm  the  fuppofition  of  this  being 
the  place  where  the  engagement  happened.  It  is  well 
known  that  railing  heaps  of  earth  or  (tones  upon  dead  bodies 
was  not  a  cuttom  lingular  to  that  age  only,  but  as  ancient  as 
the  time  of  Jolhua  c. 

This  countrv  continued  under  the  government  of  the 
Danes,  and  without  a  king  of  its  own,  fifty  years,  till  878  ; 
when  Alfred  king  of  WefTex  forced  Guthrun  the  Dane  to  fue 
for  peace  ;  and,  on  his  fubmitting  to  baptifm,  gave  him  Eaft 
Anglia  in  free  gift,  by  the  new  name  of  Athelltan.  He  broke 
the  treaty  in  885,  and  joined  a  new  army  of  invaders  from 
his  own  country  ;  fo  that  Alfred  was  in  continual  war  with 
him  till  his  death.  This  happened  in  890,  and  he  was  buried 
at  Hadleigh  in  Suffolk.  Edward,  lbn  and  fucceffor  of  Alfred, 
•in  901,  defeated,  near  St.  Edmund’s  Ditch,  the  Danes,  who 
had  fet  up  Ethelwold  his  coufin  and  nephew  of  Alfred.  The 
ulurper  was  there  llain ;  and  Edward  gave  the  revolters  a  fe- 
cond  defeat  next  year.  They  foon  after  fet  up  Eric,  who, 
after  a  reign  of  eleven  years,  was  defeated  by  Edward.  His 
oppreffions  provoked  his  fubjects  to  murder  him;  and  fo  the 
kingdom  of  the  Eaft  Angles  became  united  to  that  of  Edward 
and  YVeffex,  fifty  years  after  the  death  of  St.  Edmund 

In  1004,  Swain  king  of  Denmark  invading  England  with 
a  powerful  fleet  and  army,  plundered  and  burnt  Norwich; 
uflng  fuch  expedition  as  greatly  furprized  the  valiant  Ulf- 
ketel,  duke  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  who  had  no  time  to  levy 
an  army.  By  the  advice  of  the  nobility,  his  friends,  he  made 

c  Seejofhua,  x.  27. 
d  Malmsbury,  i.  5. 
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peace  with  Swain,  or  rather  a  fhort  truce  e:  but  in  a  few  days 
Swain  broke  through  all  engagements  ;  plundered  and  burnt 
Thetford,  after  he  had  lain  one  night  therein  f. 

Ulfketel,  having  intelligence  of  that  unexpected  enter- 
prize,  ordered  a  party  to  haften  and  burn  the  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  which,  out  of  fear  or  delign,  was  negleCted.  He 
with  the  greateft  expedition  collected  his  forces,  and  cou- 
rageoufly  marched  again  If  the  enemy,  bravely  attacking  them 
as  they  retreated  to  their  fhips  :  but,  being  inferior  in  num¬ 
ber,  molt  of  the  bed:  quality  among  the  Eaft  Angles  loft 
their  lives ;  yet  the  Danes  fuftained  very  great  lofs,  and  with 
much  difficulty  recovered  their  fhips ;  confefling  that,  in  the 
whole  ifland,  they  never  met  with  fo  warm  a  reception  as 
they  did  from  that  valiant  commander. 

In  1010,  before  the  winter  wTas  over,  the  Danes  left  their' 
fhips,  and  marched  through  Chilterivwood  into  Oxfordfhire. 
After  Eafter  they  entered  Suffolk,  and,  when  they  came  near 
Ipfwich,  they  met  with  a  fecond  warm  reception  from  the 
brave  Ulfketel  and  his  forces :  but  his  men  at  length 
giving  way,  through  the  fubtilty  of  a  Danifh  fervant  among 
them  who  began  the  flight,  occaftoned  the  lofs  of  the 
field;  yet  ftill  the  Cambridgefhire  men  made  a  noble  re- 
fiftance.  The  Danes,  thus  mafters  of  the  field,  had  the  Eaft 
Angles  at  their  mercy.  They  foon  equipped  themfelves  with 
horfes,  and  fpent  three  months  in  the  moft  barbarous 
ravages  ;  burnt  Thetford,  Cambridge,  and  other  places ;  and 
killed  all  they  could  meet  in  their  way,  toiling  infants  on  the 
points  of  their  fpears.  They  rifled  all  the  abbies  and  churches 
as  they  marched,  and  committed  moft  dreadful  outrages.. 

c  Hen.  Hunt,  fob  360. 

1  Hoveden,  fol.  429.  431. 
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Swain’s  power  and  glory  did  not  continue  long,  In  1014 
he  was  at  Thetford,  where  he  impofed  infupportable  tribute 
upon  the  people,  but  more  particularly  on  the  church  of  St. 
Edmund,  before  whofe  fhrine  the  inhabitants  proltrated 
themlelves  with  prayers  aud  tears,  imploring  his  affiftance. 
The  confequence  of  their  fupplications  was,  that  Egelwin  was 
commanded  by  the  faint  to  go  and  admonifh  him  to  defift 
from  his  opprefTions,  if  he  would  avoid  the  divine  vengeance. 
This  had  no  other  effeft  than  to  render  Swain  more  exafpera- 
ted.  The  following  evening,  as  he  was  encompalfed  with  his 
foldiers,  he  faw  St.  Edmund,  clad  in  armour,  advancing 
towards  him  ;  at  which  light,  in  a  great  panic,  he  cried  out 
aloud,  u  Help  me,  my  foldiers,  help  me  !  behold,  St.  Edmund 
u  comes  to  kill  me  !”  and  immediately,  being  mortally 
wounded  with  a  fpear  by  the  holy  martyr,  he  fell  from  his 
horfe,  and  at  break  of  day  expired  in  the  moll  miferable  tor¬ 
ments  S.  Malmsbury  has  a  Rory  much  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
but  introduces  it  with  ambiguum  eft  qua  morte  vitam  effudit 11 ; 
by  which  his  own  judgment  of  that  famous  miracle  is  ealily 
difcerned. 

Henry  of  Huntingdon  fays,  that  Swain,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  government  in  England,  died  of  a  fudden  death,  without 
taking  the  leall  notice  of  that  miracle.  But  in  thofe  ignorant 
times,  if  we  may  believe  their  own  Regilfers  g  upon  publifh- 
ing  and  obtaining  credit  to  that  miracle,  Bury  abby  was  en¬ 
riched  to  that  degree,  by  the  free-will  offerings  of  thofe  who 
believed  themfelves  thereby  delivered  from  the  opprefiion  of 

2  Iioveden,  fol.  433. 

h  Malmfb.  fol.  71. 

*  Regift.  Alb.  fol.  22.  Regift.  Pinchbeck,  fob  321.  Reg.  Sacrifl,  fob  20,21. 
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Swain  by  that  miraculous  adf,  as  enabled  them  to  make  that 
abbey  one  of  the  moil  glorious  buildings  in  Europe  k. 

The  Danes  were  fo  far  from  being  disheartened  by  the 
death  of  their  king,  that  they  immediately  made  his  fon  Ca¬ 
nute,  or  Cnute,  their  leader,  an  half-king,  by  a  kind  of  agree¬ 
ment  with  king  Edmund  Ironfide,  and,  after  his  deceafe,  an 
entire  king  of  England.  Then  peace  and  tranquillity  began 
to  be  reftored.  Thetford  recovered  from  its  ruinous  condition, 
and  under  the  DaniSh  fucceflion  grew  fo  opulent  and  flourish¬ 
ing,  that,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  there  were  no 
lefs  than  nine  hundred  and  forty-four  free  burgeffes  inhabiting 
this  city. 

Though  this  town  met  with  fo  many  misfortunes,  yet  Still 
it  foon  repaired  its  Ioffes,  when  a  fair  opportunity  prefented 
itfelf.  And  as  there  can  be  no  better  account  of  its  true 
Rate  in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor  and  the  Conqueror,  than 
that  given  in  Domefday,  the  following  extradS  out  of  that 
famous  book  is  here  prefented  to  the  reader,  from  a  fac  Simile 
copy  taken  for  Thomas  earl  of  Arundel,  by  Mr.  James  Brad- 
Shaw,  one  of  the  deputy  chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer, 
t.  Ja.  I.  and  lately  in  the  poffefhon  of  Mr.  Martin. 

JJ.DE.TETFOD  In  tetford .  e  i  eccla  See  marie  qua 

i)  L,  "  .  i . 

tenebat  Stigand  archiep.Modo  tenent  filij .  arfafti  epi .  huic 
eccle  adjacent;  Semp . nil . eccle . Sci  petri. Sci  Jofris.S  martini 
b  margarite.7  vi .  car  tre.dim  bovata  nun  I  nc  .  11  .car  m 
1. Sep  v.burgenSes  7  11  manfure  vacue.7  xii  ac  pti.Et  in. 

'i  i  j  '  <7 

car  poffnt  reftaurari.7  11 . car . remanent  in  pafture.fep  xxxv. 
oves.7  val  xl  .Sol. 

Ire  regis  in  Tetford  ult  aqua  vers  NoRFOLc.e .una 

*  Leland  de  Script.  Canid.  Brit.  fo).  407. 


r„ 


Ieugata 


26 


THE  HISTORY 


y  .  *7  .  ,  *7 

leugata  tre  in  longo.7  dim  in  lat  de  q  rex  ht  duas  partes. 

*7  *7  ^  V 

de  his  aute  duab;  partib;  ttia  pars  in  confulatu  iacet.De 
fupiori  leugata. R  bigot. ttia  parte. Tota  hec  tra  medb 
etas  arabil  e  .  alta  in  paftura.In  hac  tra  ht  rex  .  i .  car 

<7  *7  <7  <7 

7  iii  .  bor.7 . 1 . fer  7.1  equu .  Et  de  duob;  molendinis  ht  rex 

*7  #  *7 

duas  partes  7  conml  tciara  .  ht  etiam  rex  de  tercio  mol 

y  -  y- 1  y  - 

duas  partes. 7  de  his  duabj  ptib;  comes  ht  ttia  .De  alia 

«7  0  <7  *7  hi  *7 

parte  vi'Suthfolc  e  .  dim  .  leu  tre  in  longo  7  dim  in  late. 

*7  *7  .  V  7  , 

de  hac  tra  ttia  pars  eft  ad  comitatu  .  mi .  ac  pti .  Tota 
hec  tra  arabil .  e  .7  mi-  car  poffm  arare  .  In  burgo  aute 
erant  dccccxliii  .burg  tpf.r.e.de  his-lit  Rex  omem 
confuetudine  .  De  iftis  hominib;  erant .  xxxvi  .ita 
dnice  regis .  e  .  ut  n  poffut  ee  hoes  cui  libet  fine 
licentia  regis .  Alii  omes  potant  ee  hoes  cuj  libet  f;  fep 
tam  confuetudo  regis  remanebat  pt  herigete,. 

Modo  funt  Dccxx.burg.7  eexxm  manfure  vacue.De  iftii 

,  ,  *7  V  *7  .  ,  i  . 

burg .  xxi .  ht  vi  .  car  7  lx  acr  qd  tenent  de  rege.7  e  in 

*7.  .  *7  *7  *7 

foka  ici  edmundi .  Pt  hoc  ht .  11  .  burg .  1  mol .  hoc 
totu  fupi  valebat .tpr  r  .  e .  xx  .  lib  .  ad  numeru  7  ad 

<)•  ^  0  .  .  .  *7 

op  cful.x  1  ad  num.OO  reddit  regi  l  lib  ad  penlu  7  Comiti 

xx  lib.blancas.7  vi  lib  ad  numeru  .Reddit  etia  modo  regi 

xl  lib  .de  moneta-  7  fep  xvi  fol  ad n  pbendarios.  Redder 

bat  etiam  tpr  r  .e.  mi  feftarios  mellis-  7  xl  d.7  x  pelles 

capnas  7  1111  .coria  bovina./Hn  burgo  ht  abb  Sci  Edmundi 

.1 .  eccliam  7  1  .-domu  libe.  'f  Abbas  de  eli  in  ecclas.7  1 .  domu 

y  0  y 

libe  7  11  manfuras  in  confuetudine  in  una  e  dom. /"Et  epc 

.  V  .  9  .  *7 

xx  domos  lib. 7  1  mol  7  dim  .  ecclam  .  It .  bigot  1  dom  liba 

<  y  .  *7 

7  1  monad eriu  7  11  bor  ad  mon after iu. 


Tre  Stigandi  epi  quas  cuftodit.-W.de  noiers  in  manu 
regis. 

- In  tedforda  dim  car  tre.7.v 


bord.t .r.e.m  111  7  11  manfure  fut  vacue  &  1  eccla 
*7  y  y  y 

&  1  eccla  fee  elene  .e  una  car  tre. 7  .1  vitl.7.1  car.pofTet 
yy 
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« - &  in  tedfort .  dim.ac  tre  &  n  .  loc  .  xl  ac .  tre 

-7  11  bor  femp  .  1  car  <1 


Terra  Rogeri  bigoti  .In  Tedfort  ht  Rog  in  dnio  qetam 
ab  omi  confuetudine  .  cui  adiacebant.t.e.r .11  .car  tre  7  modo 

_  <y  _  <7  <j 

fimilit . Sep.  11  .car .in  dnio  xx  .  bord  .  11 .  fer.  1  mot.xiii.ac  pti. 

<,  <7 

xxx  ac  terre  ibi  e  1  mot. 7  v  ac  pti.  Sep  cxxvm.ov  .Tc  vat  vii  lib 
<)  ^ 

p  7  m  viii  .de  fupdifiis  bord  habet  rex  fcotum  de  fuo  capite  tantu. 

In  burgo  ht  rog .  xxx.m  hoes  fibi  comdatos  qs  tenuit  fuus  antcceflor. 
in  quib;  nichil  pt  comdoem  habuit .  ht  et  iam .  1  .mot  que  tenet  Turflin 
burgenfis.hoc  reclamat  de  dono  reg.  h  hund  nefcit  qm  .  hie  mot. 
uat .  xxxii  lot.  1  •  ecctia. 


Hundred  de  tetfod.  In  Tetfod  there  is  one  church, 
“  St.  Mary’s,  which  archbifhop  Stigand  did  formerly  hold, 
“  and  is  now  holden  by  the  fons  of  bifhop  Arfaft.  To  this 
Ci  church  there  did  always  belong  four  churches,  St.  Peter’s, 
u  St.  John’s,  St.  Martin’s,  and  St.  Margaret’s,  and  lix  carucates 
**  of  land  wanting  half  a  bovate ;  then  two  carucates,  now 
u  but  one  :  always  five  burgefies  and  two  empty  houfes,  and 
“  twelve  acres  of  meadow:  and  three  carucates  (or  plough 
ic  lands)  may  be  reftored,  and  two  carucates  remain  in  paiture. 
a  There  were  always  thirty-five  Iheep;  worth  forty  fliillings. 

ic  The  king’s  land  in  Tetford  beyond  the  water,  towards 
u  Norfolk,  is  one  league  in  length,  and  half  fo  much  in 
breadth;  of  which  the  king  hath  two  parts,  and  of  thofe  two 

E  2  parts 
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u  parts  the  third  belongs  to  the  earldom  K  Of  the  higher 
“  (or  upper)  league  m,  Roger  Bigot  hath  the  third  part :  all  this 
“  moiety  is  arable;  the  other  pafture.  In  this  land  the  king 
u  has  one  carucate  and  three  bordarii,  and  one  fervant,  and  one 
“  horfe;  and  of  two  mills  the  king  hath  two  parts,  and  the 
u  earl  a  third.  The  king  hath  two  parts  of  a  third  mill,  and 
“  of  thofe  two  parts  the  earl  hath  the  third.  Of  the  other 
“  part,  towards  Suffolk,  is  half  a  league  of  land  in  length 
“  and  breadth  :  of  this  land  one  third  is  in  the  county,  four 
u  acres  of  which  are  meadow.  All  this  land  is  arable,  and 
u  may  be  worked  by  four  ploughs. 

“  But  in  the  burgh  of  Thetford  there  were  nine  hundred  and 
“  forty-four  burgeffes  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  of  whom 
44  the  king  had  all  cuftoms;  and  there  were  thirty-fix  of  them, 
t(  fo  much  under  the  power  of  king  Edward,  that  they  could 

not  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  whom  they 
fC  pleafed,  without  the  king’s  licenfe;  all  the  reft  might,  pay- 
“  ing  their  cuftoms  to  the  king,  except  heriot. 

“  There  are  now  (that  is,  in  the  Conqueror’s  time)  feven 
“  hundred  and  twenty  burgeffes,  and'  two  hundred  and 
“  twenty-four  uninhabited  houfes.  Of  thofe  burgeffes,  twenty- 
* 6  one  have  iix  carucates  and  lixty  acres,  which  they  hold  of 
“  the  king,  and  are  in  the  foke  or  liberty  of  St.  Edmund  ; 
“  beftdes  this,  two  burgeffes  have  one  mill.  All' this,  in  the 
“  time  of  king  Edward,  was  valued  at  twenty  pounds  by  tale, 
“  and  ten  pounds  to  the  earl  by  tale  :■  now  it  pays  to  the- 
“  king  fifty  pounds  by  weight,  and  to  the  earl  twenty  in  bul- 
4 4  lion,  and  fix  pounds  by  tale.  It  alfo  now  pays  to  the  king 

1  “  Is  held  by  the  king  in  right  of  the  earldom.”  Blomefield.  Confulatm 
and  Conful  are  here  ufed  in  the  fame  record  with  Co  mi  tat  us  and  Comes ,  to  which 
they  are  equivalent.  See  Spelman’s  Gloflary  in  voce. 

m  On  the  Norfolk  fide. 
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u  forty  pounds  of  money,  and  always  fixteen  ftiillings  to  two 
“  prebendaries  n.  It  alfo  paid  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  four 
“  quarts  of  honey,  forty  pence,  ten  goat  fkins,  and  four 
“  bullocks  hides.  In  the  burgh  the  abbot  of  St.  Edmundf- 
“  bury  hath  one  church,  and  one  houfe  tax-free  The 
“  abbot  of  Ely  hath  three  churches  and  one  houfe  free,  and 
“  two  cuftomaryP  houfes,  whereof  one  is  a  dwelling. 

“  And  the  bifhop  hath  there  twenty  houles  free,  one  mill, 
“  and  half  a  church  T, 

“  Roger  Bigot  hath  one  houfe  free,  one  m  on  after  y,  and 
“  two  bordars  belonging  to  the  monaftery. 

“  Among  the  lands  of  Stigand  the  [arch]  bifhop,  which  Wil- 
“  liana  Noiers  keeps  for  the  ufe  of  the  king,  in  Thetford, 
u  half  a  plough-land  and  five  bordars,  in  the  time  of  king 
“  Edward,  now  three,  and  two  houfes  are  empty  and  one 
“  church,  and  one  church  of  St.  Helen,  with  one  plough¬ 
-land,  and  there  may  be  one  villan,  and  one  ploughland,” 

-  Alfo  in  Thetford  half-  an  acre  of  land  and  two  focnaen, 

-  forty  acres  of  land  and  two  bordars ;  always  one  plough- 

-  land.” 

“  Roger  Bigot’s  land  in  Tetford.  Roger  hath  in  demefne  r, 
“  quit  from  all  cuftom,  to  which  belonged  in  the  time  of  king 

-  Edward  two  carucates  of  land,  and  now  the  fame;  always 
u  two  carucates  in  demefne,  twenty  bordars,  two  fervants,  one 

-  mill,  thirteen  acres  of  meadow,  thirty  acres  of  land.  There 
“  is  one  mill,  and  five  acres  of  meadow;  always  128  fheep. 

n  Blomfield  tranflates  frabendarios  aids.  The  gloifaries  have  pr&bendarius 
for  a  meafure  of  horfe-corn,  anfwering  to  our  word  provender . 

0  Not  void>  as  Blomfield. 

p*  Or  in  confuetudine  may  mean  fubjeft  to  tax, 

1  Half  the  advowfon  of  Trinity  church.  Blomfield. 
r  Ipfam  Viliam,  ut  opinor. 

“‘It 
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u  It  was  then  worth  feven  pounds,  afterwards  and  now  eight; 
u  of  the  beforemcntioned  bordars,  the  king  has  foot  in  chief 
u  onlys.  In  the  burgh  Roger  hath  alfo  thirty-three  men  un- 
u  dcr  his  protection,  as  his  predeceffor  had,  on  whom  he  has 
“  no  other  claim  but  protection,  and  he  has  now  one  mill, 
“  which  Turftin  a  burgefs  holds  :  he  claims  it  as  a  royal  gift ; 
“  but  the  hundred  knows  not  how:  that  mill  is  worth  thirty- 
“  two  drillings.  There  is  alfo  one  church.” 

From  this  moil  certain  account  of  the  hate  of  the  town  at 
the  making  of  Domefday,  we  may  obferve  the  amazing  growth 
thereof  in  little  more  than  thirty  years,  from  the  time  of  its 
total  ruin  by  the  Danes  to  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor  ; 
and  how  much  it  buffered  by  the  coming  over  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  who,  in  all  probability,  ruined  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  of  the  mod:  wealthy  burgeffes.  There  is 
no  other  known  caufe  for  luch  a  diminution. 

8  Paid  by  the  head  bordar  only .  Blomfield. 
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CHAP.  V. 

'T 

THE  BISHOPRIC. 

UPON  the  converfion  of  the  Eafl  Angles  to  Chriflianky 
in  the  reign  of  Sigebert,  an  epifcopal  fee  was  founded  at 
Dunwich,  of  which  Felix  was  the  fir  ft  bifhop,  and  had  only 
two  fucceftors.  The  lee  was  then  divided  into  two;  one  for 
Suffolk  at  Dunwich,  the  other  for  Norfolk  at  North  Elmham. 
This  lafh  town  became  at  length  the  relidence  of  the  bifhop 
of  Norfolk;  of  which  Stigand,  the  tenth. bifhop,  was  elected 
in  1038,  depofed  by  Grimketel  in-  1040;  reftored  in  1042, 
and,  on  his  promotion  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury  in  1047, 
was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Egelmar  or  Athelmar.  He  was 
depofed  in  1070  1  by  the  Conqueror;  who  gave  the  Eaft  An¬ 
glian  bifhopric  to  Arfaft,  his  chaplain  and  chancellor,  who 
removed  his  fee  from  Elmham  to  Thetford.  Soon  after 
this  removal,  having  a  view  to  get  Bury  abbey  for  his  epif¬ 
copal  fee,  he  had  a  fharp  conteft  with  Baldwin,  abbot  of  Bury. 
The  whole  proceeding  is  thus  related  by  Mari  anus  Scotus  u. 
u  The  glorious  king  William,  the  full  of  the  Norman  line, 
“  who  by  his  prudence  and  fortitude  reduced  all  England  to 
u  his  government,  granted  this  liberty  to  Baldwin  abbot  of 
u  St.  Edmundsbury,  that  he  might,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
u  power,  increafe  thofe  lands  which  belonged  to  the  church 
u  of  St.  Edmund,  either  by  purchafe  of  his  neighbours,  or 
u  by  voluntary  donations.  The  iffue  proved  adequate, to  his 
u  willies,  and  fully  anfwered  the  defign  of  his  royal  mailer ; 
”£  for  he  obtained  the  homage  of  a  great  number  of  free  men, 

c  In  a  fynod  at  Winchefler.  Flor.  Wigorn.  p.  6j6. 
u  MS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 
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44  called  Sokmans;  by  which  acquifition  he  greatly  enriched 
44  his  monaftery.  By  thefe  and  other  means  the  church  of 
44  St.  Edmund  grew  exceedingly  eminent,  which  kindled  in 
44  the  minds  of  fome  a  flame  of  infatiable  avarice,  and  a  ve- 
44  hement  delire  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  its  growing  affluence, 
44  and  to  deprive  him  of  its  dignity  and  wealth.  The  abbot 
44  was  minutely  obferved  by  Arfafl,  bifhop  of  Thetford,  who 
44  would  gladly  have  converted  thefe  treafures  and  this  mo- 
44  nailery  to  his  own  ufe.  This  produced  a  violent  conteil 
44  between  the  abbot  and  the  bifhop;  till  at  length  Baldwin, 
44  by  the  advice  and  affiflance  of  king  William,  made  a  journey 
44  to  Rome,  where  he  was  received  with  remarkable  civility^ 
44  by  pope  Alexander  the  fecond ;  and  obtained  of  him 
44  diftinguifhed  privileges,  in  honour  of  the  blefled  king 
44  Edmund  the  Martyr,  on  whofe  account  the  pofleflion  of 
44  his  church  and  monaftery  was  ratified  and  confirmed  to  him 
44  for  ever.  After  feveral  days  conference  with  the  pope,  he 
64  was  promoted  to  the  order  of  presbyter,  was  honourably 
44  treated,  and  had  certain  dignities  conferred  upon  him,  fu- 
44  perior  to  many  other  abbots.  The  pope  alfo  gave  him  the 
44  paftoral  ftaff  and  crofier,  and  delegated  to  him  the  care  of 
44  fouls.  He  gave  him  alfo  a  precious  altar  of  a  purple  ftone, 
44  in  honour  of  the  blefled  mother  of  God,  and  of  holy  king 
44  Edmund,  which  he  confecrated  with  the  pureft  flame  of 
44  devotion;  and  by  the  authority  of  God,  of  the  blefled  Pe- 
44  ter  prince  of  the  apoftles  and  of  canonized  faints,  he  ap- 
44  pointed  and  confirmed  to  the  abbot  the  government  of  the 
44  church  of  St.  Edmund  for  ever,  to  be  fubjeft  to  him  in  his 
44  monaftic  char  after ;  prohibiting  all  others,  either  eccle- 
44  fiaftic  or  fecular,  to  convert  the  fame  into  an  epifcopal 
44  fee.”  The  Bull  was  dated  at  the  Lateran,  6  Kal.  Novem¬ 
ber  1071.  Indict.  7. 
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In  1081,  all  the  complaints  and  calumnies  advanced 
againft  Baldwin  by  bifliop  A r fail,  concerning  the  church  of 
St.  Edmund,  and  the  town  in  which  the  blefled  martyr  was  in¬ 
terred,  were  fettled  by  the  king  on  the  firft  of  June,  at  Win- 
chefter,  before  the  principal  nobility  of  his  realm,  when  he 
granted  this  privilege  to  the  remains  of  the  illuftrious  king  Ed¬ 
mund  the  martyr. 

“  William  king  of  England,  See.  to  the  archbifhops, 
u  bifhops,  abbots,  earls,  and  others  our  faithful  fubjedts.  As 
Ci  we  have  been  advanced  by  the  mercy  of  God  to  be  fupreme 
“  in  this  kingdom,  it  becomes  us  to  pay  proper  regard  to  the 
“  welfare  of  our  fubjedls  in  general,  but  more  elpecially  of 
ci  thofe  who  labour  day  and  night  in  the  fervice  of  the  Lord. 
“  Therefore  we  make  knowrn  to  all  prefent  and  future,  that 
“  bifliop  Arfaft  hath  referred  it  to  our  determination,  whe- 
“  ther  or  no  the  church  of  the  blefled  Edmund  (in  which 
“  that  venerable  king  and  martyr  refts,  waiting  for  the  day 
“  of  a  blefled  refuredtion)  fliould  be  made  his  epifcopal  fee. 
“  This  affair  hath  occafloned  warm  altercation  between  Bald- 
“  win  the  abbot,  and  bifliop  Arfaft,  which  hath  been  of  long 
“  duration.  Now  it  is  our  pleafure  to  hear  the  reafons  which 
u  each  party  hath  to  offer  in  fupport  of  his  claim,  that  juftice 
“  may  be  adminiftred.  On  the  day  appointed  they  came 
“  before  us,  and  the  bifliop  made  an  eloquent  declamation, 
“  but  produced  no  proofs.  The  abbot,  on  the  contrary, 
“  fliewed  how  king  Canute,  by  the  advice  of  the  archbifhops, 
“  bifliops,  and  nobility  of  his  realm,  ejedfed  the  prefbyters 
u  who  led  inordinate  lives,  and  eftabliflied  monks  in  poffef- 
66  fion  of  the  faid  church  ;  and  that  afterwards  Ailnod,  arch- 
u  bifliop  of  Canterbury,  confecrated  it  by  the  command  of 
u  the  king.  Alfo,  that  the  firft  abbot  of  that  place  was  in- 
u  ftituted  by  the  bifliop  of  London,  the  fecond  by  the  bifliop 
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“  of  Winchefter,  and  the  third,  who  is  Baldwin  himfelf,  was 
u  confecrated  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  He  hath  alfo 
u  given  a  regular  and  diftinCt  relation  in  what  manner  the 
“  monks  of  the  faid  place  received  their  commiffion, 
“  through  certain  bifhops,  without  any  interruption  until 
tl  now. 

“  He  hath  -alfo  produced  the  precepts  of  king  Canute,  and 
u  of  the  moll  illuftrious  king  Edward  ;  in  which  it  appears 
u  that  the  faid  church  was  always  free  from  the  jurifdi&ion 
u  of  bifhops,  and  was  in  the  prefentation  of  kings  fuccef- 
“  lively,  without  interruption.  Lanfranc,  archbifliop  of 
u  Canterbury ;  Thomas,  archbifliop  of  York,  and  Odo* 
Ci  bifliop  of  Baieux,  my  brother  and  earl  of  Kent,  Robert 
tc  my  fon,  and  other  bifhops  and  princes,  who  were  prefenfc 
Ci  to  hear  the  reafons  which  the  abbot  and  bifliop  urged  to 
“  fupport  their  claim  ;  were  all  unanimous  in  their  opinion, 
u  that  the  liberty  of  fuch  a  place  ought  to  remain  inviolate  for 
“  ever;  to  whofe  impartial  judgment,  as  it  was  juft,  we  have 
“  aftented  and  given  our  concurrence.  And  further,  it  is  our 
“  pleafure,  by  the  advice  of  our  archbifliops,  bifhops,  earls, 
“  and  many  others  our  faithful  fubjeCts,  in  anfwer;  to  the 
<(  worthy  petition  of  Baldwin  the  abbot,  in  which  he  modeftly* 
“  defired  our  calm  attention  to  the  favour  granted  by  our  an-> 
H  ceftors  kings  of  England,  vi£.  Edmund,  Canute,  Hardi- 
u  Canute,  and  the  illuftrious  Edward,  to  whom,  by  the  mercy 
“  of  the  Lord,  we  are  related,  and  by  virtue  of  that  relation,' 
“  heir  to  the  kingdom.  And  his  commands  relative  to  the 
“  church  of  St.  Edmund  it  is  our  pleafure  punctually  to  ob- 
ic  ferve,  and  by  this  our  order  confirm  the  liberty  of  the  faid 
u  church,  and  the  town  in  which  it  ftands,  to  continue  for-- 
u  ever  free  from  the  jurifdidtion  of  bifliop  Arfait,  and  of  all 
“  fucceeding  bifliops.  And  that  this  our  decree  may  continue 
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<c  valid  and  inviolate  through  future  times,  concerning  that 
“  holy  place,  we  confirm  this  charter  by  fubfcribing  it,  and 
“  by  fetting  thereto  our  feal.”  It  was  figned  thus  :  “  I  William, 
“  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England,  have  commanded  to 
“  write  this  deed,  and  the  writing  I  have  fealed  with  the  fign 
“  of  the  Lord’s  crofs  »f«.  I  queen  Matilda  have  confirmed  it, 
C(  See.  with  the  names  of  thirty-feven  more  witneffes,  among 
“  whom  Arfaft  figned  thus  ►{*<.  I  Arfaft,  bifliop  of  Thetford, 
u  have  acquiefced. 

u  Dated  June,  15  William  I,  A.  D.  1081,  Indi6tion  4, 
“  in  the  Royal  Palace  at  Winchefler  w.” 

This  bifhop  Arfaft  was  formerly  chaplain  to  the  Conqueror 
when  only  duke  of  Normandy,  and  afterwards  his  Chan¬ 
cellor,  a  man  of  very  moderate  learning,  as  moil  of  the  clergy 
then  were,  and  had  been  for  fome  ages  before. 

He  died  1084,  and  was  buried  in  his  cathedral  here, 
with  this  epitaph  : 

Hie,  Arjajle ,  pic,  pater  op  time  &  area  fophie , 

Vivis  per  merita  virtutum  laade  perita, 

V os  qui  tranjitis  hie  omnes  atque  r  edit  is 
Dicite  quod  Chrijii  pietas  Jit  promptior  ijii. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  William  Galsagusx,  called  alfo 
Belfo  or  Beaufo,  made  bifliop  of  Thetford  by  king  Wil¬ 
liam  I.  at  his  court  held  in  Gloucefler  in  the  time  of  Chrift- 
mas  1085.  He  was  eileemed  to  be  a  man  of  tolerable  learn¬ 
ing,  and  qualifications  fuitable  to  his  character.  In  his  time 
the  city  grew  populous  and  affluent,  and  was  conliderably  en¬ 
larged  and  improved  in  its  buildings.  He  did  all  in  his  power, 
confident  with  juflice,  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  his  fee, 

See  Regifter  Sacrifta  Sandi  Edm.  Burgi  fol.  24.  Batteley,  Appendix 
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without  oppreffion  or  avarice.  The  Hate  of  its  revenues  may 
be  judged  of  from  the  account  of  them  in  Domefday,  printed 
in  the  Appendix,  N°  2.  by  which  it  appears  this  bifhop  held, 
at  the  time  of  the  furvey,  upwards  of  feventy  manors.  He 
lived  in  reputation,  and  died  full  of  honour  about  1091. 

After  his  death  Herbert  losinga,  a  Norman,  abbot  of 
Ramfey,  purchafed  this  bifhopric  of  William  Rufus  for  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  pounds,  and  continued  his  fee  at  Thetford  for 
the  firft  fix  years,  to  the  6th  of  the  ides  of  April  1094, 
when  he  removed  it  to  Norwich ;  but  not  till  he  had  been 
at  Rome  to  acknowledge  his  great  crime  x,  and  to  refign  his 
ftaff  and  ring,  of  which  the  king  had  before  deprived  him, 
for  attempting  to  go  to  Rome  without  his  leave.  After  a  fo¬ 
ie  mn  confeffion  of  fimony,  he  received  abfolution,  and  a  re¬ 
ft  it  utioii  of  his  ring  and  ftaff,  from  pope  Pafcal  II.  who,  for 
penance,  enjoined  him  the  building  of  feveral  churches  and 
monafteries.  Among  the  reproaches  beftowed  upon  him  by  his 
contemporaries  were  thefe  texts  of  Scripture,  “  Non  hunc  fed 
i 6  Barabbam and  “  Amice,  ad  quid  venifti  ?”  Yet  all  par¬ 
ties  agree  that  he  lamented  the  fins  of  his  youth  ;  having  al¬ 
ways  in  his  mouth  that  faying  of  St.  Jerom,  “  We  have  erred 
“  when  young,  we  muft  repent  when  old.”  The  Regifters 
of  Bury  abbey  y  inform  us,  that,  notwithstanding  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  predeceflor,  he  alfo  made  an  attempt  on  that  ab¬ 
bey  before  he  removed  his  epifcopal  fee  to  Norwich  :  but 
finding  he  was  not  likely  to  fucceed  by  violence,  he  had  re- 
courle  to  cunning.  For  when  that  glorious  building  was 

x  Or,  as  Malrasbury  calls  it,  flip  of  his  youth,  erronewn  impetus  juventutis. 

y  Malmsbury,  f.  239.  Reg.  Vetus  five  Album,  fol.  32.  Reg.  Pinchbeck, 
fol.  32.  Reg.  Sacrifte,  fol.  20,  21. 
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compleated,  he  paid  a  viftt  to  the  convent,  and  defired  them 
to  lend  him  their  car  age ,  or  annual  rate  on  every  carucate  in 
Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  paid  to  St.  Edmund  from  the  death  of 
Swain,  to  finifh  the  churches  he  defigned  ;  promiftng  it  fhould 
be  faithfully  reftored  :  they  lent  it  to  him  accordingly ;  but 
he  never  reftored  it.  TheHiftory  of  the  Bifliops  of  Norwich, 
printed  by  Wharton  (Ang.  Sac.  i.  407)  and  Tanner  (B.  B.),  re- 
prelent  him  as  a  moft  learned  and  eloquent  writer  and  preacher. 
He  died  July  22,  1119,  and  was  buried  before  the  high  altar 
in  his  own  cathedral,  whence  his  tomb  was  removed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  height  in  the  laft  century,  and  fucceeded  by  a 
plain  altar  tomb,  ereCted  by  the  chapter  in  1682,  with  an 
epitaph  faid  to  be  compoled  by  Dr.  Prideaux. 

Malmsbury  fays  he  inftituted  at  Thetford  a  monaftery  of 
Cluniac  monks,  which  before  were  difperfed  :  but  the  fa<5f 
is,  that  it  was  founded  by  Roger  Bigot,  at  his  perfuafton ;  and 
this  muft  be  confidered  as  the  only  compenfation  made  to  this*, 
antient  town  for  the  removal  of  the  fee  to  Norwich.,  It 
gradually  declined,  though  it  wras  the  feat  of  many  monafte— 
ries.  It  continued  however  to  be  a  deanry  for  feveral  centu¬ 
ries,  and  had  a  peculiar  powrer  and  advantage  under  that  cha¬ 
racter.  I  fliall  mention  one  inftance,  though  of  no  earlier 
date  than  25  Henry  VIE  The  cafe  of  Nix  or  Nick,  biihop  of 
Norwich,  againft  whom  (he  being  then  in  cuftody)  the  king’s 
attorney  preferred  a  bill  of  praemunire,  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port:  Within  Thetford  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  hath  been 
de  tempore  cujus ,  &c.  fuch  cuftom,  that  all  eccleftaftical 
caufes  arifing  within  that  town  fliould  be  determined  before 
the  dean  of  that  town,  who  hath  within  it  peculiar  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  and  that  none  of  the  fame  town  fliall  be  drawn  in 
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plea  into  any  other  'Court  chriftian  for  ecclefiaflical  caufes,  . 
xmlefs  before  the  fame  dean  ;  and  if  any,  againft  the  faid 
cuftom,  be  drawn  in  fnit  before  any  other  ecclefiaflical  judge, 
and  this  be  prefented  before  the  Mayor  of  the  fame  town, 
fuch  party  hi  all  forfeit  6  s.  8  d.  An  inhabitant  of  Thet- 
ford  was  fried  in  the  conhlfory  court  of  the  faid  bifhop  of 
Norwich,  for  an  eccleliaftical  caufe  arihng  within  the  town 
of  Thetford  ;  and  this  was  prefented  before  the  mayor  of 
Thetford,  according  to  the  cuftom,  6  s.  8  d.  The  bifhop 
cited  the  mayor  to  appear  before  him  at  his  own  houfe  in 
Hoxne  in  Suffolk,  generaliter  pro  falute  anirnce  ;  and,  upon 
appearance,  libelled  per  parole  upon,  the  whole  matter ;  and 
enjoined  him,  upon  pain  of  excommunication,  to  annul  the 
faid  prefentmOnt  before  a  fixed  day.  Upon  a  praemunire 
brought  upon  this  matter,  the  bifhop  had  learned  counfel 
allowed  him  ;  but  he  was  caft  in  a  praemunire,  put  out  of 
the  king’s  protection,  his  perfon  imprifoned,  his  lands,  goods, 
and  chattels  forfeited  to  the  king,  by  a  fentence  in  the 
king’s  bench  court,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1534. 
With  part  of  the  bifhop’s  fine  and  forfeiture  upon  this  at¬ 
tainder,  the  glafs  windows  of  King’s  College  chapel  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  are  faid  co  have  been  purchafed  and  fet  up.  But  fome 
time  afterwards  the  king,  upon  his  fubmiflion,  difcharged 
him  out  of  prifon,  and  gave  him  his  liberty.  Not  many 
years  after,  that  privilege  was  removed,  and  vefted  in  the 
bifhop  of  Norwich,  where  it  remains  to  this  day  z. 

Henry  VIII.  made  this  bifhoprick  fuffragan  to  the  fee  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  the  bifhop  of  which  prefented  two  perfons  to  the  king 
for  his  election.  Bifhop  Nix,  a  few  days  before  his  death,  re- 

2  Mr.  Le  Neve’s  papers. 
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figned  to  the  king;  who  elected  John  Salisbury,,  late  prior  of 
Horfham,  afterwards  dean  of  Norwich.  He  was  confecrated 
in  1536,  and  in  1571  bifhop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  and  died  iir 
1573.  1  meet  with  no  fuccefiors  in  this  fuffragan  fee  till  Dr. 

George  Hickes  aflumed  the  title,  and  even  prelumed  to  or¬ 
dain  by  it,  as  appears  by  an  inftrument  under  his  own  feal 
(reprefenting.  the  Good  Shepherd),,  whereby  he  declares  that* 
he  ordained  Laurence  Howel,  A.  M.  prieft,  in  his  oratory  in 

St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  061.  2,  1712  ;  which  inllrument  was 

/ 

engraved  by  Dr.  Rawlinfon,  with  others  of  the  fame  fort. 

It  appears,,  by  the  following  cafe,,  that  the  dean  of  Thet- 
ford  had  the  power  of  deciding  in  all  matters  of  an  eccle- 
fiaftical  nature,  long  before,  the.  time  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
probably  ever  fince  the  removal  of  the  See  to  Norwich. 

22  January,  1568,  Stephen  Nevynfon,  chancellor  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  fent  a  citation  to  Tho.  Harpley  and  Tho.  Wysbyche, 
churchwardens  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  in  Thetford,  to  appear  before 
him  in  Norwich  cathedral,  die  Mercurii,  Fell.  Purifica¬ 
tion.  beatte  M.  V.  to  make  anfwer  to  certain  articles 
objected  by  Nicholas  More  of  Burnham  Overy,  8cc.  in  an¬ 
fwer  to  which  Edmund  Golkyn  mayor  of  Thetford  wrote 
by  the  churchwardens,  hoping  that  the  bifhop  nor  chan¬ 
cellor  would  infill  upon  having  a  matter  of  that  nature 
determined  any.  where  elfe  than  at  Thetford,  as  had 
been  ufual  from  the  Conquell,  and  ever  fince  the  fee  was 
tranllated  from  Thetford  to  Norwich;  and  that  More  might 
be  heard  at  Thetford  upon  new  fummons  by  the  chancel-- 
lor’s  commifiary,  hoping  he  would  not  break  or  infringe  „ 
upon  the  liberties  of  this  ancient  borough a. 


a  •  Citatio  &  Litter,  penes  T.  M. 
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The  deanry  of  Thetford  contained  all  the  city,  with  the 
tchurches  of  St.  Cuthbert,  St.  Etheldred,  St.  Peter,  St.  Mary, 
and  All  Saints a,  and  the  two  Snarefhills,  and  Taunton  by 
Downham;  and  had  peculiar  jurifdidtion  over  all  churches 
and  monaftries,  except  the  abbey  and  the  nunnery :  the  for¬ 
mer  claimed  exemption  for  other  places  where  they  were 
concerned,  from  all  other  fpiritual  courts,  except  the  dean 
of  Thetford. 

In  1291  the  fpiritualities  of  this  deanry  were  taxed  at 
10/.  19s.  4 d.  the  temporalities  at  38/.  m.  11  d,  viz, 

s ,  d • 

Halwick.  Prior  of  the  monks  for  lands, 
rents,  Ac.  ----- 

Weftwick.  The  fame  prior  for  ditto  -  1164 

Snarefhill.  The  fame  prior  for  ditto  -  985 

Snarefhill.  Prior  of  the  canons  for  a  meadow  030 
Teford.  The  fame  prior  for  lands,  rents,  Ac.  5  14  2 


Sum  38  11  11 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  a  re£tory  not  exceeding  1  o  marks, 
and  a  vicarage  iol.  in  the  king’s  books,  pay  no  firft  fruits, 
but  are  liable  to  pay  tenths,  unlefs  they  are  placed  under  the 
title  of  livings  difcharged  K 

h  Mr.  Le  Neve’s  Valor.  Beneficlorum,  temp.  Eliz. 

4  Folio  parchment  MSS.  penes  Dr.  Tanner,  1721. 
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Deans  of  Thetford. 


collated  by 
the  bifhop. 


Ranulf  is  the  firft  dean  I  can  find,  1175.  He  lived  in  the 
time  of  William  Turbus,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  Hugh-, 
abbot  of  St.  Edmund  k. 

1318,  7  kal.  June.  John  de  Northftrete  de 
Buklefham 

1319,  7  id.  April.  Robert  de  Kertlyngton 
1 3 1 9,  15  kal.  May.  Alexander  de  Betele.  He 

refigned  for  Sancroft  in  Suffolk. 

1 319,4  kal.  July.  Henry  de  Upgate  de  Wyleby 
1346,  15  March.  Robert  de  Walton 
1349,  9  O&ober.  Richard  Roche 
1359,  Henry  de  Lydingtone,  refigned 
136°,  John  Vergen. 

1374,  William  de  Baketon  exchanged  this  for  Fordham 
deanry  with  John  Coryngham  K 

1375,  I7  April,  Thomas  Cotton111. 

1380,  William  Galyon  n. 

1420,  5  October,  William  Ducket. 

1422,  John  Kevelon0. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  names  of  more,  though 
without  doubt  there  muft  be  feveral ;  for  the  deanry  conti-  1 
nued  till  1540. 


k  MSS.  Macro. 

1  Thetford  Decanat.  lib.  6. 

1374  penult,  Norv.  ep.  cont.  John  de  Corvngham  primam  habens  tonfuram 
ref.  Willi  de  Baketon. 

m  1 3 75»  17  April.  Tho.  fil.  Joh’is  Cotton  de  Cantebrig.  primam  habens 
tonfuram  ref.  J.  de  Coryngham. 

n  1380,  28  June.  Wil.  Galyon,  cleric,  ep.  cont. 

*  Lib.  7,  nil.  Lib,  8.  1420,  5  Od.  Wil,  Ducket,  cleric, 
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CHAP.  VI. 


THETFORD  MANOR. 


WHEN  the  Conqueror  was  ebablidied  on  the  throne  of 
England,  he  began  early  to  confer  favours  on  thofe 
who  had  abided  in  advancing  him  to  the  royal  dignity. 
Among  thefe,  William,  fird  earl  Warren,  had  the  cable  and 
manor  of  Thetford,  which  may  be  conddered  as  only  an 
earned  of  the  great  honours  and  privileges  he  afterward  re¬ 
ceived.  What  contributed  greatly  to  his  advancement  was, 
his  being  the  Conqueror’s  fon-in-law,  as  appears  by  the  charter 
of  his  foundation  of  the  priory  of  Lewes.  This  earl  had  very 
extenhve  podedions  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  at  the 
time  of  making  Domefday  ;  in  Norfolk  139  manors,  and 
near  100  in  Effex,  Suffolk,  Yorkfhire,  and  other  counties. 
At  his  deceafe,  William  his  fon,  fecond  earl  Warren  and 
Surry,  fucceeded  in  the  year  1090  as  lord  of  this  manor.  After 
him,  1 1 33,  fucceeded  William,  third  earl  Warren  ;  but  upon 
his  retiring  into  Normandy,  where  he  chofe  to  redde,  Henry  I. 
feized  the  cable  and  manor  of  Thetford  into  his  own  hands, 
and  held  them  during  his  life  :  and  after  him  king  Stephen  had 
podedion  of  the  lordfhip.  He  gave  it  to  his  natural  foil  Wil¬ 
liam,  fourth  earl  Warren  and  Surry,  married  to  Ifabel  only 
daughter  to  the  third  earl  Warren  ;  but  he  dying  without 
iffue  1160,  Ifabel  was  re-married  to  Hameline  Planta- 
genet,  natural  fon  of  Jeffrey  earl  of  Anjou,  half  brother  to 
Richard  I.  This  Hameline  had  the  manor  of  Thetford 
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granted  him  by  that  king,  in  exchange  for  his  lands  in 
Torone  in  France.  As  the  indenture  of  exchange  between 
the  king  and  Hameline  is  very  fhort,  I  lliall  here  infert  a 
tranflation  of  it  P : 

“  I  Hameline  earl  of  Warren,  by  the  confent  of  William 
u  my  fon  and  heir,  have  received  of  my  lord,  Richard  I.  king 
“  of  England,  his  town  of  Theoford,  with  all  thereto  belonging, 
“  in  exchange  for  my  lands  in  Torone,  to  wit,  Golumbers, 
“  Balan,  and  Chamberi,  on  this  condition,  that  if  the  town 
“  of  Tlietford,  with  its  appurtenances,  fhall  amount  yearly 
“  to  more  than  35I.  fterling,  1  and  my  heirs  fhall  pay  the 
“  overplus  to  the  Exchequer  of  my  lord  the  king;  but  if  the 
u  town  of  Thetford,  Sec.  do  not  amount  to  35I.  fterling, 
“  then  the  deficiency  to  be  made  good  wherever  it  fhall 
“  pleafe  the  king  to  appoint  in  any  other  part  of  England.” 
It  was  witnefled  by  the  bifhop  of  Ely,  and  many  others. 

The  next  lord  of  this  manor  was  William,  fon  of  Ha¬ 
meline,  who  was  alfo  earl  of  Warren  and  Surry  ;  to  whom 
1240  fucceeded  John  his  fon,  who  dying  1304,  was  fuc- 
eeeded  by  his  grandfon  John  the  fecond,  the  laft  earl  of 
Warren  and  Surry ;  but  he,  having  no  iffue  by  his  wife, 
gave  the  inheritance  of  moft  of  his  eftates  to  king  Edward  II. 
and  died  21  Ed.  III.  1347.  This  manor  of  Thetford  he 
had  by  deed  previoufly  granted  to  R.alph  lord  Cob  ham  for 
life,  and  after  his  deceafe  to  Thomas  then  duke  of  Lan¬ 
caster;  but  after  the  duke  of  Lancafter  was  beheaded  at 
Pom  fret  for  treafon,  Edward  II.  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  granted  this  manor  to  Ralph  lord  CobhamR  and  his 

p  Ex  codice  nigro  in  Scacc.  fol.  88.  p.  371,  Ed.  Ilearne.  Feodar.  Norf. 
Hameline  died  1  202. 

q  Rad'us  de  Cobham  Cbr  tenuit  die  quo  obiit  tam  in  dnico  quam  in  fervicio 
maneriutn  &  villam  de  Thetford  cum  pertin.  de  rege  in  capite  per  fervitiuni 
milltare.  Lib.  L.ovell,  fol.  4c. 
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heirs ;  but  the  king  having  feized  his  infant  foil  John  as  his 
ward,  granted  it  to  Henry  earl  of  Lancafter,  who  was  re- 
ftored  1327.  He  dying  1345,  two  years  before  earl 
Warren,  it  defcended  to  his  fon  Henry,  duke  of  Lan¬ 
cafter,  who  obtained  a  charter  of  free  warren  in  his  lord- 
ill  ips  of  Gimmingham,  Methw'old,  Thetford,  and  Befton, 
22  Ed.  Ilf.  and  35  Ed.  III.  1360,  died  of  the  plague,  leaving 
two  daughters ;  Maud,  married  to  William  earl  of  Tie- 
nault,  Holland,  Zealand,  Friezland,  and  Leicefter1*;  and 
Blanch,  married  to  John  of  Gaunt,  fourth  fon  of  Edward 
III.  And  the  fame  year  the  earl  of  Arundel,  bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  and  other  truftees  of  the  late  duke  of  Lancafter, 
granted  this  manor  of  Thetford,  the  advowfons  of  the 
canons  of  St.  Sepulchre,  the  hofpitals  of  the  Houfe  of  God, 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  St.  John’s  in  Thetford,  to  the 
faid  William  earl  of  EIenault  and  Maud  his  wife,  and 
the  heirs  of  their  bodies ;  and,  for  want  thereof,  to  the 
heirs  of  Henry  late  duke  of  Lancafter,  her  late  father* 
for  ever.  Maud  dying  the  next  year  without  iftue,  the 
whole  eftate  of  Henry  duke  of  Lancafter  came  to  John  of 
Gaunt,  in  right  of  Blanch  his  wife,  the  furviving  daugh¬ 
ter  and  foie  heir  of  Henry  duke  of  Lancafter,  her  late  father. 
Whereupon  John  of  Gaunt  was  in  parliament  created  duke  of 

r  Betides  the  manors  of  Gymingham,  Tunflede,  Methewold,  and  Thetford, 
he  thus  became  poffefled  of  the  hundreds  of  Gallowe  and  Broth ercrofle,  in 
Norfolk.  46  E.  III.  he  married  Conftancc,  daughter  and  heir  of  Don  Pedro, 
king  of  Caftile ;  and  had  a  grant  in  general  tail,  bearing  dare  25th  June,  of 
the  manors  of  Wighton,  Ailefham,  Fakenham,  and  Sneteftiam,  with  the 
hundreds  of  North  Greenhowe,  North  Erpingham,  South  Erpingham,  and 
Smetheton,  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  18  R.  II.  he  obtained  a 
charter  for  divers  privileges  in  his  hundreds  of  Gallowe  and  Brothercroffe  in 
Norfolk,  fines,  amerciaments,  and  redemptions,  of  his  own  tenants ;  as  alfo 
year,  day,  and  waffe,  goods,  return  of  writs,  &c. 

Lancafter, , 
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Lancafter,  by  girding  him  with  a  fword,  and  putting  a  cap 
of  fur  upon  his  head,  with  a  circlet  of  gold  and  pearls.  This 
manor  of  Thetford  was  entailed  upon  the  heirs  of  the  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  faid  duke  and  dutchefs  :  by  virtue  of  which  en¬ 
tail,  Henry  earl  of  Derby,  afterwards  king  Henry  IV.  had  the 
faid  manor,  which  continued  in  the  Grown  till  the  time  of 
Edward  VI.  who,  in  his  fecond  year,  granted  the  fame  to  Ed¬ 
ward  duke  of  Somerset;  and  he  the  fame  year  conveyed  it 
to  Richard  Fulmerstone,  efquire.  On  his  deceafe  it  came 
to  Sir  Edward  Clere,  who  had  married  his  only  daughter 
Frances-  On  the  death  of  Sir  Edward,  it  was  held  by  Frances 
his  widow  ;  and,  at  her  deceafe  1616,  it  came  to  Sir  Edward 
Clere,  her  fon  and  heir,  who  conveyed  it  to  Thomas 
Howard  earl  of  Suffolk,  and  Henry  earl  of  Northampton, 
who  fettled  it  on  truftees,  and  thus  all  the  manors  in  this  town 
became  united,  as  they  have  ever  lince  continued.  The  fee 
was  in  that  noble  family,  though  moftly  in  the  hands  of 
truftees.  In  1701,  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk  held  his  firft 
court  here,  and  loon  afterward  conveyed  the  manor  to  his 
youngeft  brother  the  hon.  Philip  Howard.  His  only  daugh¬ 
ter  Anne  was  married  1762  to  Robert  Edward  earl  Petre, 
who  in  her  right  is  prefen t  proprietor,  and  has  iffue  by  her 
two  fons,  Robert  Edward,  bora  September  2,  1763,  and 
George  William,  bom  January  10,  1766. 

In  1256  the  bailiffs  of  this  lordihip  were  accufed  to  the 
king  of  divers  tranfgreftions,  particularly  of  feizing  the 
goods  of  felons ;  but  the  earl  claimed  them  againft  the  Iheriff 
as  belonging  to  his  demefne.  In  1267  a  man  was  tried  in 
the  earl’s  court  here,  and  hanged,  which  the  earl  juftified  as 
a  privilege  belonging  to  it.  In  1 274  the  tenants  of  Gerard  Lille, 
lord  of  the  moiety  of  Munford  manor,,  recovered  of  the  earl’s 
bailiffs  the  toll,  which  they  had  taken  in  Thetford  market. 


T  II  E  HISTORY 


46 

by  proving  that  moft  of  the  towns  in  Grimfhoe  hundred,  ef- 
pecially  all  of  the  earl’s  fee  were  exempt  from  paying  toll. 

In  1286  the  jurors  for  the  half  hundred  of  Teford  prefent 
that  John  de  Warren,  earl  of  Surry,  held  this  lordlhip  in  chief 
of  the  king,  and  had  belonged  to  it  tol,  team,  foe,  fac,  ing- 
fantheof,  view  of  frankpledge,  affize  of  bread  and  ale, 
weyfs,  feparate  coroner,  and  market  on  Wednefday  and 
Saturday  in  every  week,  befides  toll  and  cuftom  every  day 
in  the  week. 

By  the  inquifition  taken  at  the  death  of  Henry  earl  of  Lan- 
cafter,  about  1327,  it  appears  that  he  held  the  manor  and 
town  of  the  king,  in  capite  in  free  foccage,  by  the  yearly 
fervice  of  a  role;  and  that  there  was  a  capital  meffuage  and  1  2 
lcore  acres  of  land,  value  10  marks  per  annum  ;  20  acres  of 
meadow,  value  33s.  per  annum;  the  pafture  inclofed  and 
common,  value  il.  6s.  8d.  two  water-mills,  value  5I.  a  free 
fifhery,  value  3s.  4d.  rents  of  affize  7I.  market  and  tra- 
vers  with  the  toll,  value  10  marks  per  annum;  two  fold 
courfes,  value  20s.  the  pleas,  perquifites,  and  liberties  of 
the  courts,  with  one  lete  to  be  held  every  Eafter,  value  5I. 
a  market  or  fair  at  Santon,  valued  with  the  water-toll  there 
at  1  8s.  cuftom  or  toll  in  Brandon  called  travers,  value  13s.  4d. 
another  at  Honington  bridge,  value  2s.  6d.  all  parcel  of  faid 
manor. 

The  particulars  of  the  manor,  9  Eliz.  1566,  are  ex¬ 
emplified  below  in  the  inquifition  taken  on  the  death  of 
Sir  Richard  Fulmerftone  s. 


*  Dominium  et  manerium  de  Thetford  tenetur  de  Ra  in  foccagio  ut  de  due. 
Lane,  feir  nuper  cannonicor’  it>m  cum  libertatibus  libe  warrenne,  faldagiis,  &c. 
in  Thetford,  Elveden,  Downham,  Feverton  field,  et  Weftwick-fields,  et 
paftur’  340  ov’  in  Bowdeilyng  et  Weflwick,  ac  claufum  in  parochia  fee 
Etheldrede,  cum  6  acris  in  pochiis  fcor’  Nidii  etCuthberti  et  Andree,  ac  3  acris 
in  Kyiverflon  et  Thetford,  ac  decim’  feni  de  le  Caftle  medovve  in  Thetford,  ac 

pi-fcar* 
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pi  fear’  et  libertat*  habere  cignos  in  rivolie  et  aquis  de  Thetford,  ac  comunia 
paftur’  4  xii  vaccis  et  uno  tauro  et  befiiis  4)  carucis  fuis  et  porcis  fuis  a 
domo  predi&o  ufque  le  Weyke  et  inde.p  le  Severton  field,  Weflfieid  field,  et 
Cawdell  medowe,  et  fic  ufque  Downham  ac  terr’  nup  ptin’  domui  Dei  de  Thet¬ 
ford,  Croxton  et  Weftwick,  ac  clxviacris  in  feperalibus  peciis  in  Weflwick  et 
falda  ibm  ac  clxvi  acris  in  Croxton-  ac  libertat’  duar’  faldar’  ac  decern  carvat’ 
bruer  in.Croxton  predi£F  cum  acris  priorat’  monialiuin  nup  fpe£lat’,ac  terr’ vocat5 
Tryplettes  tent’  de  lla  in  c.  p  xx  pt’  feodi  ac  red*  31s.  8d.  p  an’  5  ac.  prat’peeit 
monialium  juxta  Bre<Jmyll  in  Thetford  red.  13d.  4  p  an’  domus  fratrum  de  Thet¬ 
ford  quondam  vocat’  hofpitall  Howfe  of  God  in  Thetford  cum  terr’  infra  et  ex¬ 
tra  cum  muro  lapideo  it) in  tent’  p  red.  vd  ob  p  an’,  feit’  domus  nup  fratrum 
Auguftinentium  ac  terr’  eidem  ptin’  nup  in  tenura  Simonis  Sumpter,  una  acra  cum 
muro  lapideo,  decern  acre  in  Barnham,  capella  vocata  St.  John’s  Ghapell,  cum 
una  acra  eidem  annexa  in  campis  de  Thetford,  ac  peciam  terre  juxta  ie  Market- 
fled  nup  dco  priorat’  fped’  de  ijd  ob.  red.  in  Barnham  tent1'  de  Ra  p  xx  pte 
feodi  et  red.  2  id  ob.  p  ann’.  le  Caftle  Yard  de  Thetford,  tria  prata  juxta  Dof- 
croft,  pratum  vocat’  Judyes  meadow,  Lords  meadow.  Erode  meadow,  et  pifear* 
iBm,  ac  x  acris  terr’  in  occupacone  Johis  Alleyn,  Call  le  medow,  Fortypeny 
medowe,  Le  Fennes,  Calkpyt,  feitus  capelle  fee  Margarete  ac  acr’  terre 

juxta  ibm  cum  horreo  vocato  Earles  Barn  ac  30  acr’  tre  nup  in  tenura  Jobs  Baf- 
fingwayte  cum  molendirio  vocato  Bifhopes  mill  et  Melforth  mill  cum  pifear’  et 
prat*  eidem  ptin’.  ac  Spigott’s  medowe  tent’  de  quo  vel  de  quibus  ignor’.  Nun- 
dinum  five  mercatum  vocat’  Mawdlyn  fayer  et  25  acr’  tre  cum  feitu  capelle  fee. 
Mre  Magdalene  ac  Mawdelyn  barn’  tent’  de  liha  in  foe’  lit  de  due’  I, and  p  fid’ 
tantm;  feitus  domus  monialium  cum  bibs  ptin’  ac  quatuor  bovat’  tre  ac  dim’  carucat’ 
ac  pratum  nup  in  tenura  Johis  May  tent’  p  ferv’  20  pt’  feod  et  red.  4s.  4d.  p 
an’.  Duo  tefita  infimul  cum  in cto  in  pochia  fee  Marie  in  Thetford  ac  tenth  - 
vacuum  nup  Simonis  Baxter  ac  ter’  pquif’  de  Rob°  Wright  tent’  ficut  mane- 
rium  de  Thetford  tenetur ;  manerium  five  warrenia  de  Snarefhiil  in  Snarefhiil 
Thetford  et  Croxton  tent’  de  q°  ignor’;  capitale  meim  five  tenementum  in  Croxton. 
vocat’ le  Chapell  houfes  cum  ptin’  ac  Fryers  Barn  acterr’ et  pafl’ ovium  ac  faldag’ 
vocat’  le  Chapell,  young  Shepes  ground  et  Chapell  hoggs  ground  five  Galliones, 
liberties  of  Fould  courfe  tent’  de  Ra  p  40  pt’  feod’  maneria  de  Elden  MunkhalL. 
et  Staynes  tent’  de  q°  ignor’;  bofeum  vocat’  Calk  wood  in  Rickingall  et  pafiur’ 
vocat’ Rofesfield  cont’  xvi  acr’  jacen’  in  Briffingham  et  Fersfield,  ac  duas  acr’  in. 
Forncett’ prope  molendinum  ventriticum  tent’ de  quo  vel  de  quibs  ignor’. 
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HALWICK  M  A  N  O  R. 


J Aving  taken  a  view  of  Thetford  manor  under  its  feveral 
lords,  from  the  Conqueft  till  it  was  veiled  in  the 


Howard  family,  I  proceed  to  treat  of  the  manor  of  halwick  f, 
which,  at  prefent,  is  united  to  that  of  Thetford,  in  the  hands 
of  the  fame  lord.  This  manor  was  fettled  on  the  monks 
of  Thetford  by  Roger  Bigot,  their  founder.  They  held  it 
on  condition  of  finding  two  footmen  for  40  days,  when  the 
king  went  into  Wales,  and  it  continued  in  their  pofTeflion  to 
the  DifTolution,  when  it  was  taken  into  the  king’s  hands, 
and  granted  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk ,  in  exchange  for 
fome  manors  in  other  counties.  When  the  duke  was  attaint¬ 
ed  of  high  treafon,  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  manors  by 
Henry  VIII.  and  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life;  for,  had 
the  king  recovered  from  his  illnefs,  the  duke  would  have 
fhared  the  fame  fate  with  his  fon,  who  was  beheaded  for  the 
fame  offence.  At  the  death  of  Henry,  Edward  VI.  was  lord 
of  this  manor,  and  granted  it  to  his  uncle  Edzvard  duke  of 
Somerfet,  and  the  duke  to  Richard  Fulmerjlone ,  efquire,  who 
held  it  till  4  and  5  Philip  and  Mary  ;  when  the  following 
agreement  was  made  between  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk  (after 
the  attainder  was  annulled  by  a£t  of  parliament)  and  R.  Ful- 
merftone,  efquire.  I  fhall  infert  the  indenture,  becaufe  itfpe- 
-cifies  thofe  particular  poffeffions  which  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
held  in  and  about  Thetford  at  the  time  of  his  attainder. 


“  Indenture  between  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  earl  mar- 
-u  Rial  of  England,  next  heir  of  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk  his 

1  Wick  is  the  turning,  winding,  or  hollownefs  of  water-banks,  or  the  curving 
.reach  of  a  river.  Somner’s  Saxon  Dictionary  So  Hall-w/V^,  W eQi-zvick,  Nor- 
zvick  manors  here. 
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“  grandfather,  deceafed,  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  FuR 
“  merftone  of  the  other  part;  reciting,  That  whereas  king 
“  Edward  VI.  by  colour  of  a  fuppofed  act  of  attainder  of  the 
“  late  duke,  made  38  H.  VIII.  by  divers  letters  patent,  Se c. 
ct  gave,  8ec.  unto  divers  of  his  fubjedts,  divers  manors,  lands, 

u  and  tenements,  of  the  faid  late  duke;  which  attainder  was 

\ 

“  declared  void  by  a£t  of  parliament  made  the  hr  ft  of  Mary. 
“Yet  as  well  the  faid  duke  as  the  faid  Richard,  amongft 
“  other  the  patentees,  grantees,  Sec.  of  fuch  part  of  the  pof- 
“  feftions  of  the  late  duke  as  were  fo  granted  to  them  by  the 
“  late  king  Henry,  or  king  Edward,  and  the  affigns  of  the 
“  faid  patentees,  did  fubmit  themfelves  unto  the  order  and 
“  arbitrement  of  Stephen  late  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  Henry 
“  earl  of  Arundel,  Sir  William  Peter  knight,  Sir  Edward 
“  Waldgrav-e  knight,  of  and  upon  the  premifes :  which  arbi- 
“  trators  made  an  aw  ard  of  the  premifes,  dated  the  laft  day  of 
“  April,  1  Mary.  In  accomplifliment  w7  hereof,  and  to  avoid 
“  all  doubts  that  may  arife  between  the  faid  duke  and  the 
“  faid  Richard  concerning  the  premifes,  it  is  agreed  between  the 
“  faid  parties  as  follow’s :  the  faid  Richard  granteth  that  he,  and 
“  his  wife  Alice,  fliall,  during  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  do 
“  all  reafonable  adts,  Sec.  for  the  affuring  to  the  duke,  his 
“  heirs,  Sec.  the  liberty  of  warren  and  foldcourfe,  called 
“  Bowdfling  (if  the  fame  have  been,  or  ought  to  have  been, 
“  parcel  of  Weft  wick  warren  in  Suffolk,  and  alfo  of  the 
“  manor  of  Halwick  in  Thetford  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk)  and 
“  all  the  lands,  tenements,  Sec.  called  Halwick  and  Earlf- 
“  weather;  and  alfo  the  pafture  for  400  fheep  in  Weft  wick 
u  warren,  called  the  Lodge  Flock;  and  alio  all  thofe  marfbes, 
“  and  a  clofe  of  land,  a  meadow  nigh  unto  Swan’s  Clofe  in 
“  Thetford,  fome  time  belonging  to  the  monks  ;  and  all  the 
“  manor  of  Croxton,  late  parcel  of  the  monks  in  Thetford, 
“  and,  before  that,  of  the  furrendered  abbey  of  Sibton  in 

H  “  Suffolk  ; 
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u  Suffolk;  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands,  meadows,  fold-courfes? 
u  See,  called  Blacdon  Canons,  Biacdon  Shifts,  Bray’s  Pafture, 
“  and  Norwic,  with  their  appurtenances,  now  or  late  in  the 
*6  tenure  of  the  faid  Richard,  lying  in  Croxton,  Thetford, 
“  and  Tofts;  alfo  the  manor  of  Lindford,  formerly  belonging 
“  to  the  monks;  alfo  the  manor  of  Downham  Merfies,  late 
“  Thomas  Bagget’s,  gentleman ;  and  the  fold-courfe  called 
u  the  Thorn-flock,  there  and  in  Thetford,  part  of  which 
“  dock,  for  400  fheep,  was  the  monks’ of  Thetford,  and  the 
€<  reft  belonged  to  Downham  Merfies  manor ;  and  the  feite 
“  and  houfe  of  the  monaftery  of  Thetford,  alfo  of  the  feite 
“  of  the  manor  of  Hal  wick,  lbme  time  belonging  to  the- 
“  monks;  and  the  lands  called  the  Vauary  and  Grange,  to 
u  the  faid  monks  alfo  belonging;  and  the  houfe  called  the 
Dairy-houfe,  next  to  the  faid  monaftery;  alfo  Hal  wick 
“  meadow,  and  all  other  the  poffeflions  of  the  late  duke. 
“  Thomas,  deceafed,  in  Thetford,  Croxton,  Tofts,  Santon,.. 
“  Stanford,  and  Linford  in  Norfolk  and  Thetford,  and  Down- 
“  ham  in  Suffolk  (excepted  always  out  of  fuch  affurance  to 
u  the  faid  Richard,  all  that  flieep  pafture  called  Bowdfling, 
“  and  the  lands  called  Merfies  lands,  in  the  faid  fheep  paf- 
i(  ture)  other  the  liberty  of  Warren,  and  feed  for  conies  in 
“  the  faid  fold-courfe,  called  Bowdfling,  as  ought  to  be  par- 
“  cel  of  Weft  wick  Warren,  Broad  Meadow  in  Thetford,  Six- 
“  teen  Acres,  Caftle  Meadow,  the  feite  of  St.  Margaret’s  Cha- 
“  pel,  and  one  acre  of  land  near  to  it  ;  the  feeding  of  one 
“  hundred  ewe  flieep  in  the  Bottom  flock,  late  parcel  of  the 
u  Canons;  all  the  lands,  tenements,  &c.  called  Cote-ground ; 
u  and  Sibton  Pafture  in  Croxton,  Stanford,  and  Wretham; 
“  and  one  meadow  eight  acres  in  Thetford,  late  in  the  oc- 
u  cupation  of  Thomas  Judy,  lying  near  Broad  Meadow  ;  and 
xi  one  meadow  twelve  acres  next  Judy’s  meadow  ;  two  pieces 
“  of  meadow,  one  acre  between  Nun’s  Bridges  near  Caftle 

“  Mill; 
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((  Mill;  ten  acres  of  arable  land  in  the  occupation  of  John 
“  Allen  ;  the  Caftle-yard,  enclofed  with  hone  walls  ;  Spigotte 
u  Meadow ;  a  parcel  of  ground,  with  a  barn  thereon,  and 
u  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Thetford,  late  in  the  tenure  of  John 
“  Bafinwaite,  and  Calk -pit  Garden;  all  which  premifes  (ex- 
“  cept  as  before  excepted),  by  thefe  indentures,  have  been 
“  affigned,  limited,  and  appointed  to  be  allured  to  the  faid 
“  duke  that  now  is,  his  heirs,  and  afligns  forever.  And  fur~ 
“  ther  the  faid  Richard  covenants  with  the  faid  duke,  that 
“  he  will  acquit  and  bear  harmlefs  the  faid  duke,  his  heirs 
“  and  afligns ;  and  all  the  faid  premifes  (except,  See.)  againft 
“  all  former  bargains,  fales,  Sec.  done  by  the  faid  Richard, 
“  or  his  alfent  (except  fuch  title  of  dower  as  the  third) 
“  which  Alice  the  wife  of  the  faid  Richard  may  have  therein ; 
u  and  all'o  except  leafes  for  twenty-one  years,  or  for  four 
Ci  years,  and  grants  by  copy  of  court-roll  made  of  any  part 
“  of  the  premifes,  whereupon  the  old  rents  to  be  referved 
“  and  yearly  payable  during  the  fame  leafes  and  grants;  and 
u  that  the  faid  Richard,  within  two  years,  lb  all  give  unto  the 
“  faid  duke,  Sec.  all  thofe  letters  patent,  deeds,  Sec.  which 
<c  concern  the  premifes  to  be  affigned  to  the  faid  duke,  made 
“  by  king  Edward  VI.  and  alfo  all  court-rolls,  rentalls,  Sec. 
“  concerning  the  above  manor ;  and  alfo  copies  of  other  let— 
u  ters  patent,  Sec.  Whereas  the  faid  duke  is  indebted  to  the 
“  faid  Richard  in  three  thoufand  pounds,  the  faid  Richard 
u  hereby  releafes  him  of  the  fame  by  thefe  prefents.  And 
“  in  accomplilhment  of  the  faid  award,  Sec.  the  faid  duke 
“  doth  fell  to  the  faid  Richard  the  manors  of  Elden  and 
“  Stanes,  which  were  the  faid  late  duke’s,  and  the  tenement 
A<  called  Wallers  or  Walters,  and  the  advowfon,  Sec.  alfo 
tc  Snareffiill  manor  and  warren,  Sec,  with  the  appurtenances, 
“  and  all  other  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Snareffiill  and 
u  Elden;  alfo  two  pieces  of  land  called  Snareffiill  Yard  and 

H  2  “  Whittle 
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u  Whittle  Yard,  alfo  White  Yard;,  and  a  meadow  called  Forty— 
u  penny  Meadow  in  Snarefliill ;  a  meadow  containing  five 
“  acres,  fometime  belonging  to  the  nuns,  with  the  fifhing  in. 
“  Snarefliill  River,  Se c.  (the  boundaries  of  Snarefliill.  Manor 
u  and  Warren),  and  Bifliop’s  Mill  and  Melford  Mill  in  Thet- 
“  ford;  alfo  the  faid  meadow  called  Broad  Meadow,,  fixteen. 
(i  acres,  Caftle  Meadow;  fcite  of  St.  Margaret’s  Chapel,  with 
“  one  acre  of  land  adjoining ;  Bowdfling  Sheep  courfe,  and 
u  Merfies  lands  in  Bowdilmg;  the  feeding  of  one  hundred. 
u  ewe  flieep  in  Bottom-flock,  Cote-ground,  and  Sibton  in 
“  Croxton  ;  Judy’s  meadow  eight  acres,  and  another  meadow 
u  twelve  acres;  the  two  pieces  between  Nun’s  Bridges,  and, 
u  ten  acres  of  arable  land;  the  Caftle  Yard,  Spigot  Meadow, 
“  and  the  faid  parcel  of  ground,  With  a  barn,  thirty  acres  of 
u  land,  and  Calkpit  garden,  with  all  the  liberties,  Sec,  there- 
“  of,  to  hold  to  the  laid  Richard,  See.  for  ever.  The  faid, 
“  duke  covenants  to  do  all  acfls,  for  feven  years  of  the  pre- 
“  mifes  hereby  bargained  and  fold  ;  and  alfo  covenants  to  do 
“  all  a£ls,  Sec.  to  fecure  to  the  faid  Richard  all  the  poffeflions 
“  of  the  late  diffolved  Canons,  and  Weflwick,  and  the  Lows 
“  thereto  adjoining,  Sec.  and  that  within  two  years  he  will 
“  deliver  to  the  faid  Richard  all  evidences,  Sec.  and  copies  of 
“  others,  Sec.  and  that  the  faid  duke  will  pay  all  rents  and 
u  tenths  to  the  king  for  ever,  except  fifty-four  fhillings  per 
“  ann.  for  the  manors  of  Elden  and  Stanes,  which  the  faid 
u  Richard  agrees  to  pay.  And  that  the  faid  duke  fhall  do  all 
“  a61s,  Sec.  for  the  better  performance  of  the  covenants ; 

<e  and  that  the  faid  duke  fliall,  within  two  months  after  re- 
a  queft  made  to  him,  make  good  leafe  to  the  faid  Richard  of 
66  all  the  manors,  lands,  Sec.  herein  before  limited  by  the 
“  faid  duke,  &c.  and  alfo  of  the  manor  of  Weflwick,  with 
“  the  appurtenances  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  Weflwick 

u  Warren, 
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C(  Warren,  to  hold  to  the  faid  Richard  for  twenty-one  years, 
u  with  other  corroborating  covenants,  See.”  u 

When  Sir  Edward  Clere  conveyed  all  his  title  to  Thetford 
Manor  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk ,  thole  manors  became  and 
continued  united  in  the  Howard  family;  and  at  prefent  are  in 
the  hands  of  lord  Petre ., 

CHAP..  VIII. 

\ 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TOWN. 

ON  approaching  this  town  a  traveller  mud  be  fenlibly 
ftruck  with  the  veftiges  of  antiquity  which  invite  his 
attention  on  every  hand,  and  point  out  its  former  flourifhing 
condition. 

The  Suffolk  part,  which  at  prefent  contains  but  few 
houfes,  was  once  very  extenfive,  and  adorned  with  feveral 
churches  and  monafteries ;  but  time  has  in  great  meafure 
erafed  all  appearance  of  thofe  ancient  buildings.  The  caftle, 
which  defended  the  town  on  this  fide,  has  been  for  a 
long  time  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  no  other  mark 
remains  to  point  out  its  fituation,  but  the  eminence  of  the 
ground  above  the  reft  ;  which,  in  all  probability,  will,  in 
a  courfe  of  fyears,  be  ploughed  down  to  a  level  with  the  fur¬ 
rounding  plain. 

The  want  of  regular  ftreets  in  the  Suffolk  part  of  the  burgh, 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  a  decayed  village.  On  the  Norfolk 
fide  of  the  river  are  feveral  ftreets,  which  conftitute  a  town  of 
conftderable  extent.  The  buildings  in  general  are  neither 
uniform  nor  elegant,  though  many  well-built  houfes  have 
been  ere<fted  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  yet  not  fo  near  to 
each  other  as  to  contribute  much  to  its  embellifhment.  The 
reafon  why  Thetford  has  not  been  more  improved  in  its  build- 

11  From  a  parchment  original  copy,  penes  T.  M. 
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ings,  may  be  afcribed  to  its  not  having  any  confiderable  ma¬ 
nufactory  betides  a  paper-mill.  And  it  appears  fomething 
remarkable  there  mould  be  fo  little  traffic  in  a  place  fo  finely 
fituated,  on  account  of  its  connection  with  different  towns  by 
water  ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  an  aCt  of  parliament 
was  pafled  to  make  this  river  navigable  from  Lynn  to  Thet- 
ford.  Before  that  aCt,  the  navigation  reached  no  higher  than 
a  place  called  White  Houfe,  near  Brandon-Ferry,  which  oc- 
caiioned  the  carriage  of  coals,  &c.  to  this  town  to  be  very  ex- 
pen  five  ;  but  fince  the  river  has  been  made  navigable,  corn, 
Sec.  may  be  exported,  and  other  neceffaries  brought  in,  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  town. 

In  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  late  majefty,  an  aCt  paffed 
for  appointing  commiffioners  to  put  in  execution  the  aCt  made 
in  the  twenty-fecond  of  Charles  II. 

The  tolls  of  this  town  were  given  by  Hameline  earl  Warren 
temp.  R.  I.  to  Walden  Abbey,  as  appears  from  his  charter 
below,  extracted  from  the  regifcer  of  that  houfe,  with  the 
confirmation  of  his  widow  Ifabel,  and  their  fon  William 
Warren x.  Here., 

x  Carta  Hamelini  Comitis  Warenni  de  Tolneto  concefT.  mostio.  de  Walden* 

in  Villa  de  Thetford. 

Notum  fit  univerfis  tam  prfentib9  qfh  futuris  qd"  ego  Hamelin9  comes 
Warenn’  vol’  Sc  affenfu  Ifabelt  Com’  War’  uxor’  mee  Sc  Willi  de  War’  filij  Sc 
bered’  nri  divine  pietatis  intuitu  &  ,p  falute  ate  mee  Sc  q>  falute  ate  Ilabell 
Come  War’  ux’  mee  Sc  p>  falute  ale  Willi  de  War’  filij  &  heredis  nri  Sc  fp 
laiute  alar’  Galfr’  Com’  Andeg’  pris  mei  8c  Henri  Regis  Ang’  f ris  mei  Sc  oium 
comit’  War’  an’ceflor’  meor’  &  p>  falute  alar  oium  com’  Andeg’  Sc  War’  defunc¬ 
tor’  dedi  &  concefii  8c  hac  pfenti  carta  confirmavi  Deo  Sc  see  Marie  &  sco 
Jacobo  Sc  monachis  Deo  Sc  see  Marie  et  sco  Jacobo  apud  Waleden  fervientibus 
in  libam  &  puram  Sc  ppetuam  elemofinam  tranfitum  fex  care&ar’  bis  fingulis 
annis  p  villam  meam  de  Thetford  ferentium  p>pia  vidlual  pdcor’  monachor’ 
libum  Sc  quietum  abbitolneo  Sc  trauerfo  Sc  01  exadione  Sc  fervicio  mihi  heredibq 
meis  ptinent.  Et  ut  hec  mea  donacio  imptum  rata  fit  Sc  llabilis,  figilli  mei 
appofitione  earn  roboravi.  Hijs  teft’.  Itado  de  Plaiz,  Galfr’  de  Sai,  Burnell  de 
Meinel,  Rad  de  Caftell,  Reg  del  Rois,  Robto  Aculeo,  Mich,  de  Saves,  R.eg’  clico 
Comitis,  8c  multis  aliis. 


Confirmacio 
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Here  Were  affizes  held  fo  early  as  Henry  III.  and  Richard  II. 
as  appears  by  the  records  below  Y : 


Confirmacio  Ifabelle  Com’  War’  fupdonacoes  Hamelini  mariti  fui. 

Notum  fit  univerfis  tam  prfentib?  quam  futuris  quod  ego  Ifabell  Com*  War* 
concefli  8c  confirmavi  concefiione  qm  Hamel’  Comes  War’  doin’  mens  fecit 
monachis  Deo  &  see  Marie  8c  sco  Ja'cobo  apud  Waleden  fervientib?  de  quietancia 
tolnei  8c  traueifi  8c  omis  exaconis  8c  fervicij  fecularis  fex’  care&ar’  bis  fingulis  annis 
p  villam  de  Thetford  <p>pia  vi&ualia  dcor’  monachor’  ferent’.  Hijs  teft.  Had’  dc 
Plaiz,  Galfrido  de  Sai,  Burnell  de  Meinel,  &c.  (ut  fupra. ),.. 

Confirmacio  Willi  Com’  War*  fup  donacon’  parentum  fuor’. 

Notum  lit  univerfis  tam  pfentib?  qua  futuris  qd  ego  Willus  Comes  War* 
foncefii  8c  hac  pnti  carta  mea  confirmavi  donacce  8c  concefiione  quas  Ham’ 
Com’  War’  pat’  meus  8c  Ifabella  Com’  War’  mater  mea  fecerunt  monachis  Deo 
&  see  Marie  8c  sco  Jacobo  apud  Waleden  fervientib?  de  quietancia  tolne  8c 
tnfitus  8c  ois  exaftionis  8c  fervicij  fecularis  ad  nos  8c  hered’  liros  fpeflant’  fex 
care&ar’  bis  fingulis  annis  p  villam  de  Thetford  tppa  vidlualia  pdcor’ 
monachor’  ferent’  fecundum  tenor’  cartar’  pdidli  Hamelini  Com5'  War’  pris’ 
mei  &  Ifabelle  Com’  maris  mee  quas  pdei  monachi  de  Waleden  de  fppis  lufib 
Hijs  tefl’  Jobe  de  Bafiingburne,  Nichol’  de  Kenet,  Hamone  le  Enveyfe,  Petr’  dc 
Kenet,  Petro  de  Marenill,  Ric’ de  Wyatil,  Reg’  rcore  e.  de  Cheflreford  &  alijs. 

Fadtus  erat  ifte  liber  tempore  Johanis  Pentelowe  Abbis  xv  anno  r.  R.  Rici 
sedi  pofl  Conqum  undecimo,  et  anno  Incarnacois  Dnice  millimo  cccm0  lxxxvij®. 

y  Rot’  Plitor’Jur’ 8c  Afiif’  temp.  H.  TIT. 

Affifieapud  Teffordcro  Nativitatis.be  Marie  coram  Ada  fil’ Willi,  Oliver  de 
Vallibus,  Juftic’  ad  Afiif.  Nove  DiffeiP  com’  Norf.  8c  Suf.  A°  11.  Regis  Hen. 
fil.  Regis  Joins  xix.  (P.  L.  N.) 

AiTociate  of  Juftice  Itinerant  afiif.  apud  Telford  Norf.  die  Mercurij  in 
craftino  Sci  Mathite  coram  Gilberto  de  Prefton,  Wilto  de  Wenlinge,  et  He-nr* 
de  Ryvefhale  per  eund’  G.  fibi  afiociat’  A.  R.  Regis  H.  f.  R.  Joins  55 
(Afiif.  cor’  Gilberto  de  Prefion  a  52  ad  55,  II.  III.) 


Norf. . 

Sefiio  juftic*  Dhi  Regis  de  Pace  faff  apud  Norwicum  die 
feftum  Natal  Dni,  &c.  18 


W 

20 


Ric.  II. 


Query.  Why  not  at  Yarmouth  and  Rifing  ? 


(I.ocker  18). 
Martis  et  poll 
Apud  Lenn 
Apud  Thcford, 


Three 


T  ME  HISTORY 


56 

Three  ieveral  attempts  to  hold  a  tournament  in  this  town, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  Were  all  prevented.  The  king’s  pro¬ 
hibition  may  be  feen  below  from  Rymerz. 

Queen 


*  Rymer,  Tom.  III.  p.  199. 

A.  D.  1310,  An.  3  Ed.  II.  Pat.  3  Ed.  II.  m.  24. 

De  Inhibitione  Torneamenti  apud  Thetford  et  Novum  Mercatum. 

Rex  dile&is  &  fidelibus  fuis  Comidbus,  Baronibus,  Militibus  &  omnibus  aliis 
apud  Thetford  vel  Novum  Mercatum,  ad  turneandum  hac  inftanti  die  Domi¬ 
nica  conventuris  Salutem.  Mandamus  vobis  fub  forisfadura  omnium  que  nobis 
forisfacere  poteritis,  firmiter  inhibentes,  ne  die  praedido  vel  alio,  apud  didam 
villam  feu  alibi  in  regno  noftro  torneare,  burdeare,  juftas  facere,  aventuras 
qumrere,  feu  alia  fada  armorum  exercere  prmfumatis,  fine  noftra  licentia 
fpeciali.  Telle  R.ege  apud  Shene  19  die  Januarij. 

Ibid,  page  597. 

A.  D.  1317,  An.  10,  Ed.  II.  Pat.  10.  E.  2.  p.  2.  m.  3 6, 

De  Inhibitione  Torneamenti  apud  Thetford. 

Pvex  diledis  &  fidelibus  fuis  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Militibus  &  omnibus  aliis 
hominibus  ad  arma  ad  torneandum  apud  Thetford  in  proximo  conventuris 
Salutem. 

Mandamus  vobis  fub  forisfadura  omnium  qua?  nobis  forisfacere  poteritis 
firmiter  inhibentes  ne  apud  didam  villam  de  Thetford,  feu  alibi  in  regno  noftro 
torneare,  burdeare,  juftas  facere,  aventuras  qunsrere,  feu  aliquod  aliud  fac¬ 
tum  armorum  facere  prrefumatis,  durante  guerra  noftra  Scotia?,  vel  quoufque 
aliud  inde  duxerimus  ordinandum. 

Et  ad  inhibitionem  hujufmodi  vobis  plenius  faciendum,  diledum  nobis 
Johannem  Squirel  ad  vos  duximus  deftinandum  ;  cui  damus  plenam,  tenore 
prasfentium,  potellatem  areftandi,  &  prifone  noftra?,  fub  cuftodia  vicecomitis 
noftri  comitatus  Suffolcim>,  committendi  omnes  illos  quos,  poll  inhibitionem 
noftram  prmdidam,  contrarios  invenerit  aut  rebelles. 

In  cujus,  &c. 

Telle  liege  apud  Clipfton,  4  die  Januarij, 

per  Breve  de  privato  Sigillo. 

A.  D.  1317,  An.  10,  Ed.  II.  Clauf.  10,  Ed.  2,  m.  18,  d. 

De  didis  torneantibus  arreftandis. 

Rex  vicecomiti  Suffolcim  Salutem.  Cum  ante  hec  tempora  per  lingulas  co¬ 
mitatus  regni  noftri  publice  fecerimus  proclamari,  &  ex  parte  noftra  firmiter 

inhiberi. 
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Queen  Elizabeth  had  a  houfe  in  this  burgh,  which  fhe  fre¬ 
quently  vifited,  and  feemed  to  take  great  pleat ure  in  honour¬ 
ing  with  her  royal  prefence  the  metropolis  of  the  Eaft  Anglian 
kingdom,  as  did  alfo  feveral  of  her  anceftors  kings  of  Eng¬ 
land;  but  the  laft  prince  of  royal  dignity  who  vilited  this 
town,  was  king  James  I.a  He  during  the  hunting  feafons 
for  feveral  years  fpent  fome  time  in  this  ancient  burgh,  till  he 
received  an  affront  from  one  of  the  farmers  belonging  to  the 
town,  w*ho  being  highly  offended  at  the  liberty  his  majefty 
took  in  riding  over  his  corn,  in  the  tranfport  of  his  paflion 
threatened  to  bring  an  adtion  of  trefpafs  againft  the  king. 
Since  that  time  neither  that  king  nor  any  of  his  fucceffors 
have  vifited  this  town.  At  prefent  the  greatelf  honour  paid 
to  this  ancient  burgh  is  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
who  takes  his  title  of  vifcount  from  it,  and  has  a  feat  at  Eufton, 
within  four  miles  of  it. 


inhiberi,  ne  quis  Comes,  Baro,  Miles,  feu  alius  quicunque  torneare,  burdeare, 
judas  facere,  aventuras  qucerere,  feu  aliquod  aliud  fafrum  armorum  exercere 
proefumeret  durante  guerra  noftra  Scotite  ;  ac  jam  intellexerimus  quod  quidam 
apud  Thetford  in  comitatu  Suffolciaq  ad  torneandum  in  proximo  venturi  funt, 
unde  plurimum  admirari. 

Tibi  prmcipimus  firmiter  injungentes  quod  in  dida  villa  de  Thetford  &  alibi  in 
ballivatu,  ubi  expedire  videris,  publics  proclamari,  &  ex  parte  noftra  firmiter 
inhiberi  facias,  ne  quis  Comes,  Baro,  Miles,  feu  alius  quicumque  homo  ad 
arma  turneare,  burdeare,  judas  facere,  aventuras  qusercre,  feu  aliud  fadum 
armorum,  in  eadem  villa  de  Thetford,  feu  alibi  infra  regnum  nodrum 
exercere  pnefumat  durante  guerra  nodra  Scotia?,  feu  quoufque  aliud  inde 
duxerimus  ordinandum. 

Et  fi  quos  pod  proclamationem  hujufmodi  inveneris  contrarium  facientes,  tunc 
cos  cum  equis  &  harnefijs  fuis  arredes,  Sz  fub  arredo  falvo  cudodias,  donee 
aliud  inde  &  nobis  habueris  in  mandatis.  Et  de  nominibus  illorum  quos  fic 
arredaveris  nobis,  fub  figillo  tuo  diftin&e  &  aperte  condare  facias  indilate. 

Tede  Rege  apud  Clipdon  4  die  januarij. 

Sir  Henry  D’Oily  was  knighted  at  Thetford  by  king  James,  May  8,  1616. 

I  The 
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The  fields  round  this  town  are  plain,  and  of  ealy  afcent 
from  the  river  on  both  fides,  and  their  foil  is  loofe  and  fandy, 
but  of  late  hath  been  greatly  improved  with  marl,  which  is 
found  very  near  to  the  furface.  The  extenfive  plains  which 
incompafs  this  town  are  at  prefent  fo  well  manured,  that  they 
produce  good  crops  of  corn. 

From  this  general  account  of  the  town,  I  proceed  to 
take  notice  of  the  names  of  the  flreets  and  lanes,  not  that 
the  reader  is  to  fuppofe  thefe  to  be  all  the  ftreets  it  con¬ 
tained  when  in  its  higheft  luftre,  in  the  time  of  the  Confeflor; 
for  it  once  covered  a  large  tra6t  of  land  in  Suffolk  as  well 
as  in  Norfolk  ;  yet  from  the  knowledge  we  have  of  its  Rate 
fince  the  Conqueror’s  time,  it  made  no  contemptible  appear¬ 
ance  for  many  centuries. 

Bridge-gate-flreet,  fo  called  at 
this  day. 

Reymund’s-gate. 

Weft-gate. 

Middle-gate. 

Nether-gate. 

Wretham-gate. 

Minfter-gate. 

Stodmere-knoli . 

Heathenman-flreet. 

Pyke-flreet. 

Pytmill-flreet. 

Alevftrow-flreet. 

j 

Greffmercat-flreet,'!  in  St  Nicho- 
Peynter-flreet,  J  las  parifli. 


N etherro w-flreet,  in  Balliva, 
Holder  nefs-flreet . 

Py  ke-flreet-le-F  antditch . 
Sheldow-ftreet. 

Baily-flreet. 

Ducklin-ftreet. 

Overrow-flreet. 

Medyle-ftreet. 

Lime-ftreet. 

Magdalen-flreet. 


LANES. 
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LANE  S. 


Pykes-lane,  leading  from  the 


Water-lane. 

Teynt-lane. 


market  to  the  Greffmercat. 
Caris-lane. 

Skinner’s-lane. 


Malt’s-lane,  in  St.  Nicholas 
parifh. 


Duck-drove-ftath  e-lane. 

All  thefe  ftreets  and  lanes  are  traced  back  no  earlier  than  2  Ed.  1L 

As  this  refidence  of  kings  and  bifhops,  after  the  removal, 
of  the  fee  to  Norwich,  continued  a  receptacle  for  monks,  we 
mult  not  be  furprized  at  the  great  number  of  croffes  eredled  in 
different  parts  of  it ;  among  thefe  we  find  the  following  : 

Barnham  crofs,  called  alfo  Frances  crofs. 

Magdalen  crofs,  fuppofed  to  have  been  near  the  chapel  of 
that  name. 

St.  Andrew's  crofs,  mentioned  23  Henry  VI.  19  Edward  IV. 
1  Henry  VII.  flood  at  the  top  of  St.  Andrew’s  hill. 

Dojfe  crofs.  This  flood  fomewhere  in  the  road  between 
Snarefhill  and  the  nunnery. 

Strodmere  crofs. 

St.  Cuthberfs  crofs  flood  in  the  center  of  the  ftreets  that  fork 
off  from  the  eaflend  of  St.  Guthbert’s  church.  The  pedeflal 
is  now  removed  to  the  church-yard  wall,  and  the  fhaft  lies 
againft  an  adjoining  houfe. 

Several  other  croffes  undoubtedly  muft  have  been  in  this 
town,  as  appears  by  pieces  of  them  lying  about  it. 

We  find  in  ancient  deeds  the  following  market-places  : 

Grefs  market,  1  Ed.  II.  Le  Oldfyfh  mercat. 

Medylrowe  market,  23  Ed.  III.  'Timber  market. 

Cheefe  market,  2  H.  VIII. 

But  to  judge  from  the  prefent  flate  of  the  market,  one 
would  think  the  town  could  fcarce  maintain  one. 
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FAIR  £► 

The  fair  of  the  decollation  of  St.  John  Baptift,  3  Ed.  IIE. 

Santon  fair  the  fame  day. 

St.  Mary  Magdalen’s  fair,  July  22. 

Two  canons  fairs,  hill  kept  on  the  Suffolk  fide  of  the  town, 
according  to  the  grant  of  the  founder  of  the  canons  of  Holy- 
crofs ;  the  firft  on  the  3d  of  May,  being  the  feaft  of  the  in-  * 
vention  of  the  crofs,  and  the  day  after  ;  the  fecond  on  the 
feaft  of  the  exaltation  of  the  crofs,  September  14,  and  the 
day  after. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 


CHURCHES* 


ST.  MARY  the  Great  appears  by  Domefday  to  have  been 
the  principal  church  in  the  Confelfor’s  time,  and  was 
held  by  Stigand  the  archbifhop ;  but  after  he  was  depofed  it 
was  given  to  bifhop  Arfaft,  who  built  his  cathedral  church 
on  its  lcite.  From  this  time  it  ceafed  to  be  parochial,  the 
bifhop  having  built  Trinity  church  for  that  purpofe.  There 
belonged  to  it  in  Domefday  four  other  churches  and  about  fix 
carucates,  or  plough  lands.  At  the  deceafe  of  Arfaft  it  came 
to  his  fons,  who  had  the  difpofal  of  it  ;  but  in  what  manner  it 
paired  after  them  I  cannot  learn  ;  probably  they  difpofed  of  it 
to  the  next  fucceeding  bifhop,  but  that  conjecture  wants  a 
proof.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  flood  where  is  now  the  free- 
fchool  and  houfe  of  the  mafter  of  the  hofpitalK 


b  Blomfield  404. 


St. 
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ST.  PETER’Sr, 

This  is  one  of  the  four  churches  mentioned  in  Domefday, 
as  being  appendant  to  St.  Mary’s  cathedral.  It  Hands  on  the 
Norfolk-  fi.de  of  the  river,  and  is  now  the  principal  church. 

In  the  time  of  the  Confeflor  it  was  valued  at  five  marks  c. 

It  was  not  taxed,  and  the  lynodals  were  three-pence  yearly. 

William,  fecond  earl  Warren,  gave  this  and  another  chapel 
to  the  monks  of  Lewes  d,  with  whom  it  continued  to  the  diflo- 
lution,  at  which  time  it  was  granted  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk  ; 
but  on  account  of  his  attainder,  it  reverted  to  the  crown, 
and  was  given  by  Edward  VI.  to  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  of 
whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Richard  Fulmerfion,  Efq.  In 
his  hands  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  when 
it  was  reftored  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  whofe  family  it  has 
continued  ever  fince. 

It  is  built  of  free-ftone  and  flint,  wherfce  it  has  the  vulgar 
name  of  the  Black  church.  It  confifts  of  a  chancel,  nave,  and 
two  ailes,  the  chancel  tiled,  the  reft  leaded.  Its  fquare 
weft  tower  built  on  arches  which  open  on  the  north  and  fouth 
fides  is.  much  cracked,  and  contains  fix  bells  ;  on  the  largeft 
was  engraved  this  verfe  : 

Nos  Thome  meritis  mereamur  gaudia  lucis. 

Mr.  John  Wright,  fenior,  who  was  mayor  in  1701  and 
1707,  and  died  1710,  lies  buried  under  the  bell-tower, 
where  he  has  an  altar  tomb. 

c  In  1230,  Thomas  biiliop  of  Norwich  confirmed  to  the  monks  of  Lewes, 
the  churches  of  St.  Peter  and  St»  Margaret  at  Thetford. 

d  P,  Le  Neve’s  Colledions. 


On 


-6  %  T  H  E  H  X  S  T  O  R  Y 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  fouth  porch  is  inlaid  this  infcription  : 


Which  Mr.  Blom  field  read 

ciu  es  Petrus ,  et  fuper  banc  petr am  edificabo  ec  clef  am  me  am . 

Blit  the  preterit  traces  fhew  only  the  firft  fentence,  and  in 
the  front  water  table  is  Petre  ave.  He  calls  the  figure  at  the 
end  of  the  firft  infcription  J.  S.  crowned  and  wreathed,  but  it 
is  plainly  different,  and  what  he  means  is  elfewhere.  The 
fouth  buttreffes  are  adorned  with  thefe  ornaments  and  allufions 
to  Peter  and  Paul,  inlaid  in  the  flint-' work* 


i 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a  chapel  (now  the 
veftry)  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Catharine, 
founded  by  William  Tillis,  as  appears  from  Popy  regifter 
1501  to  1504 e,  towards  finifhing  of  which  he  gave  two 
acres  of  land  for  ever,  which  he  bought  of  William  In- 
kepenne.  He  was  buried  in  this  chapel,  probably  under  the 
altar  tomb  under  the  furbaft  arch  on  the  fide  opening  to  the 
chancel,  and  having  a  grey  flab  once  charged  with  a  fmall 
brafs  plate. 

On  the  outfide  under  the  battlements  of  this  chapel  is  this 
mfcription  : 

«  di  ea 

Ota  lip  roaiatB  Mix 

10  l>ens 

(oiortu 

cob 

eDu\  f\iii 


ttl 


ub 

Mils  d  oiOill 

YC>k  TO 


e  u  Item.  I  will  be  buried  in  the  chapell  of  our  Lady  and  St.  Catherine  in 
u  St.  Peter’s  church,  qweche  newley  I  have  begunne  to  make,  the  wech  chapell 
“  I  wyll  that  yt  be  made  up  and  fenylhed,  to  the  reparacon  of  the  wech  L 
u  geive  perpetuall  my  ii  acres  of  land  qweche  I  bowte  of  Willm  Inkepenne, 
after  the  decefse  of  Sybly  my  weyff/’ 
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When  entire  it  was  read  thus : 

Orate  pro  ammabug  cHilit  Celitg  et  0ibiHc  Coitfottfg  ftte  ®ti- 
r.umtf  Ocpfcp  t  Quorum  anfmafmg  propteieittr  5Deu0,  et  €lt?abet 
ffltae  Eobcttt  Eo&tuaoti, 


On  the  weftern  buttrefs 


In  the  eafi  window  of  this  chapel  are  thefe  coats  : 

Blank  imp.  A.  a  chevron  between  3  efcallops  G. 

Blank  imp.  S.  on  a  fefs  G.  between  3  mullets  pierced  A. 
3  croilets  botone  O.  The  man’s  coat  of  both  was  A.  3 
chefs  rooks  S.  a  crefcent  for  difference.  Rokwood. 

The  other  two,  now  gone,  were  France  and  England. 

A.  an  unicorn  rampant  S.  Her  ling. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  church,  in  the  north  ifie,  is  a, 
grave-ftone,  formerly  taken  out  of  the  chancel.  It  had  the  por¬ 
traiture  of  a  religious,  and  the  fymbols  of  the  evangelifts  at  the 
corners,  and  this  infeription: 

♦ .  ♦  *  Q5acalauuj$  tit  0a era  C&eolcgta  ©ucmtmm  Eeffor  Ijtuus?  €t> 
defiae,  csut ♦  ♦  ♦  *  s@artc  cftttgtmss  &mta  Domini  ^tUefimo  0uaora« 
pntefmto  tm to  Cujug  ate  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Of  which  Redlor  bujus  and  the  figure  is  all  that  now  remains. 

Near  this  lies  interred  Robert  Rokwrood,  gent,  according 
to  his  will  made  February  2,  1477* 

In  the  weft  window  of  the  north  aile  were  the  arms  of 
Rokwood,  impaling  A.  on  a  chief  S.  3  mullets  pierced  A. 

On  a  fiat  Rone  in  the  nave  : 

Here  refts  in  hopes  of  a  bleffed  refurredtion,  the  body  of 
John  Tyrrel,  gent,  who  was  eight  times  mayor  of  this  ancient 
corporation;  he  died  December  16,  17 18,  xtat.  68. 

In  the  middle  of  the  north  ifie  is  a  Rone  with  a  brafs 
monk  and  label,  probably  that  inferibed  in  Weever’s  time  : 

pit  picct  OTtiielmug  EntgStcm ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Q3CCCC1? ♦♦♦♦ 
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He  gives  another  here : 

peter  Latfce  atm  Cluabetlj  610  on  ttrtjos  Scute  Steeet  31efu 
Sake  ptte. 

Here  is  a  hone  for  Nathaniel  Howlet,  gent,  of  Place  farm, 
1743,  cetat.  43. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  this  aile  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St. 
Ann,  where  a  gild  was  anciently  held  in  her  honour,  but  it 
was  fupprefled  about  the  year  1547. 

Thomas  Reynberd  was  buried  in  this  chapel  in  the  year 
1483,  and  bequeathed  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  purchafe 
new  glafs  for  the  windows,  requefting  that  the  fame  images 
Raoul d  be  continued.  Other  fums  were  appointed  by  him  to 
defray  the  expence  of  painting  the  tabernacle  of  St.  Paul, 
and  to  fupport  the  gild  of  St.  Ann. 

Upon  a  mural  monument  againft  the  fouth  wall  is  this  in¬ 
scription  : 

Juxta  hunc  locum  jacet  fepulta  Jana  Peirson 
Filia  natu  major  Josephi  Sharpe  armigeri  hujufce 
Burgi  Majoris.  Nupta  fuit  Thomse  Peirfon  de  Wilbech 
Oenerofo,  ex  quo  duos  fulcepit  liberos  Janam  8c  Gulielmum  ; 

Heu  autem,  ambos  immaturo  fato  abreptos  fuperftes  deflevit. 

E  quibus  illaobiit  odlavodie  Januarii  An.  Dom. 

MilleRmo  Septingentelimo  8c  Decimo  Quinto,  unum  annum 
Quinque  menfes  8c  novem  dies  nata ;  Hic,ViceRmoQuinto  diej  unii 
An.Dom.Millelimo  Septingentefimo  &  Vicefimo,  tribus  Annis,  totidem 
MenRbus  8c  novemdecim  diebus  perfedtis;  quorumReliquiae  intra 
Cancellos  de  WiPaech  Sandti  Petri  inhumantur. 

Singularem  Ilia  in  Deum  pietatem  coluit,  honefte  de 
Ejus  Numine  8c  Mente  lentiens,  omni  Virtute 
Inftrudla,  rarifque  Ingenii  dotibus  ornata  vixit. 
Mortuam  quaerunt  Amici,  deRderant  Pauperes, 

Lugent  Propinqui,  Cognatique. 

Diu  tabe  infidiante  laborans  tandem  inter 
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Vivos  elfe  defiit  Decimo  tertio  die  Aprilis 
An.  Dom.  Millefimo  Septingentefimo  et 
Vicehmo  primo,  et  setatis  fuse  34 
Pofuit  mceftiffimus  Maritus  Tho.  Peirfon. 

An  urn  above,  and  cherub  below. 

Arms.  A.  a  chief  G. 

Upon  the  partition  between  the  church  and  chancel  were 
the  twelve  apoflles,  neatly  painted,  and  enclofed  with  curious 
carved  wrork,  each  having  his  part  of  the  creed  iffuing  out 
of  his  mouth  ;  but  all  are  now  wdiited  over.  The  font  is  a 
plain  octagon  on  a  fhaft.  Here  is  a  gallery  and  fmall  organ. 

Robert  Love,  one  of  the  burgeifes  of  this  town,  gave  forty 
fhillings  to  the  rood  loft  in  this  church,  1511, 

Henry  Campion,  1726,  left  200I.  for  augmenting  this 
living,  which  entitled  it  to  200I.  more  from  queen  Anne’s 
bounty,  for  which  a  purchafe  is  wanting. 

RECTORS. 

1282  — 1309.  Ptobert - a 

1310,  4  kal.  Dec.  William 
Newman. . 

1313,  9  kal.  Aug.  Godfrey 
de  Kilvarfton. 

1338,  27  061. 

Fakenham. 

I;34°>  30  April, 

Teftard, 

1 343>  6  Nov. 

Humelyerd. 

I35°?  2 5  William  de 

Hopton. 

1374,  4  Dec.  Thomas  Lark. 


patrons. 

Prior  and  convent  of  St.  Pan- 
eras  at  Lewes. 


John  earl  Warren., 


John  de 


William 


Hugh  de 


The  prior 
Lewes. 


and  convent  of 


The  fub-prior  of  Lewes,  on 
the  death  of  John  de 
Cariloco,  late  prior. 


1396,  2  Dec.  John  Bette. 

The 
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PATRONS. 

The  fub-prior  of  Lewes,  on 
the  death  of  John  de  Cari- 
loco,  late  prior. 


The  bifhop  by  lapfe. 

Duke  of  Norfolk. 

John  Holland,  Efq. 

William  Dix,  Efq. 

Miles  Corbet  and  William  Dix, 
Efqrs. 

J.  Holland  and  W.  Dix,  Efqrs. 
Thomas  Holland. 


RECTORS. 

1402,  i  July,  William  Yin- 
flete,  batchelor  of  divinity, 
on  refignation  of  Bette. 

1403,  20  Dec.  Robert  Wallys. 

1408,  2  May,  John  Skinner. 

1427,  Feb.  27,  John  Kebelon; 

he  was  redtor  of  St.  Audry’s, 
and  dean  of  Thetford. 

1435,  Jan.  14,  Richard  Pyke, 
clerk. 

1460,  July  15,  William 
Balles. 

1500,  March  18,  W  alter 
Ordmer. 

IS3I;  July  t  7,  Nicholas 
Man,  was  collated  by  the 
bifhop,  upon  account  of  the 
unfitnefs  of  the  perfon  that 
was  prefented  by  the  prior, 

1547,  April  24,  Henry  Sy- 
monds. 

1555,  Nov.  29,  Richard 
Chipper. 

1 57 r,  July  1 3,  Simon Bronde. 

Godfrey  Roberts. 

1588,  J  ul  yi7,  Robert  Burnet. 

1592,  ult.Aug  Robert  Brown. 

1592,  Sep.  1  o,  William  Jenk- 
infon. 

1635,  March  23,  R.  Brown. 

1617,  May  1 6,  John  Weft. 

K  2  Earl 
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P  ATRONS. 

Earl  of  Arundel. 

Lionel  carl  of  Middlefex,  and 
Henry  lord  Mowbray. 

Duke  of  Norfolk. 


R  ECTOR  S. 

1624,  July  21,  Cooper  Rey¬ 
nolds. 

1641,  March  19,  Thomas  le 
Neve. 

1662,  John  Burr e,  redor. 
1686,  April  13,  Theophilus 
Williams. 


Henry  Bee,  fequeftrator. 

17  r  3,  June  5,  John  Price  held  it  by  lequeftration  to  his  death. 

1736,  Thomas  Vaughan,  fequellrator. 

1756,  William  Coleman,  D.  D.  firft  fequeftrator,  and  1760 
recRor. 

1764,  John  Cole  Callaway,  M.  A.  fequeftrator  and  recRor,  and 
on  his  promotion  to  the  vicarage  of  Hinckley,  Lei- 
cefterfhire. 

1778,  Henry  Charles  Manning,  B.  D. 


st.  John’s.. 

This  church  was  feated  in  Suffolk,  and  was  granted  by 
John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter,  to  the  Auftin-friers .  It 
was  one  of  the  four  churches  belonging  to  St.  Mary’s  in  the 
time  of  the  Confeffor,  as  mentioned  in  Domefday  ;  but  its 
value  before  it  was  granted  to  that  religious  order  I  cannot 
learn.  After  the  friers  had  the  pofTefTion  of  it  they  made  it  a 
houfe  of  lepers  and  a  chapel,  the  parifh  being  united  to  that 
of  Holy  Trinity.  At  the  diffolution  it  was  demolifhed,  and  the 
fcite  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  and  fold  by  his  heir 
to  the  Norfolk  family. 

The  foundations  are  vifible  dole  by  the  Brandon  road  on  the 
left,  between  the  Canons  barn  and  Red  Caftle.  A  ftone  coffin 
was  dug  up  here  about  20  years  fince  by  feme  men  digging 
for  fand. 
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ST.  MARTIN’S. 

Of  this  church  I  can  find  no  other  account  than  is  given  in 
Domeiduy,  that  it  was  one  of  the  four  churches  appendant  to 
St.  Mary’s,  and  very  probably  was  feated  in  the  Suffolk  part 
of  the  borough. 

ST.  Margaret’s. 

This  alfo  was  one  of  the  appendant  churches,  and  probably 
flood  where  there  is  now  a  hillock,  near  a  place  called  London 
Hill ,  for  the  ruins  of  a  building  have  been  feen.  This 
iituation  agrees  with  the  defcription  given  in  the  will  of 
Simon  le  Goos,  dated  1333,  wherein  mention  is  made  of  a  piece 
of  land  called  Frynejland ,  lying  between  the  king’s  high¬ 
way  which  leadeth  from  Briggate  to  Elden,  and  another  com¬ 
mon  way  which  leadeth  from  the  parifh  church  of  St.  Mary 
to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Margaret. 

In  1 230  it  was,  together  with  St.  Peter’s  church,  confirmed 
to  the  monks  of  Lewes,  by  Thomas  Blundeville,  bifhop  of 
Norwich 

In  the  time  of  Edward  III.  it  was  called  a  chapel.  It  was 
afterwards  converted  into  an  hofpital,  and  the  laft  account 
I  can  find  of  it  iSj  that  it  wss  reduced  to  a  chapel  ^  2nd  tire  ^ 
parifh  annexed  to  St,  Mary  S. 

John  Fordham11,  bifliop  of  Ely,  granted  March  20, 
1390,  an  indulgence  of  forty  days  pardon,,  to  continue 
for  three  years,  to  all  perfons  that  would  aflifl  the  lepers 
living  in  the  hofpital  of  St.  Margaret.  It  had  ceafed  to  ? 

f  Dr.  Tanner. 

s  MSS.  Worth,  fo.  6. 

h  Regifler Fordham,  fo.  175, 

I 


be 
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be  an  hofpital  before  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  for  then  it 
is  laid  that  Sir  Richard  Fulmer  Ron  was  feized  of  Calkpit- 
gardens,  and  one  acre  of  land  and  pafture  next  to  the  chapel 
of  St.  Margaret. 

It  Rood  on  the  left  hand  of  the  Elveden  road,  clofe  by  the 
town  ditch.  The  fcite  rifes  above  the  furrounding  foil,  and 
numbers  of  large  hewn  Rones  have  been  taken  up  here. 

ST.  MICHAE  L’S. 

All  that  we  find  of  this  church  is,  that  it  Rood  in  the 
Suffolk  part  of  the  town,  as  appears  by  a  deed  without  date, 
made  between  the  prior  and  convent  on  the  one  part,  and 
Ralph,  foil  of  John  de  Wadeton,  on  the  other  part,  wherein 
is  the  following  claufe  :  “  On  the  other  part  of  the  town, 
“  South,  towards  Blakins,  one  piece  of  land  which  lies  next 
C6  the  church  of  St.  Michael,  part  of  which  bordereth  on 
u  Livermere  Way.”  It  was  appropriated  to  Thetford  Priory, 
was  valued  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  at  half  a  mark,  and 
was  a  redlory  in  the  deanry  of  Thetford1.  But  Dr.  Tanner, 
in  his  Cohesions,  fays  that  it  was  valued  at  fix  fhillings,  and 
the  fynodals  three  pence.  There  were  tithes  belonging  to  it ; 
but  the  particulars  I  know  not It  was  demolifhed  before  the 
Reformation. 

ST.  MARY  THE  LESS, 

Is  the  only  parifh  church  now  handing  in  the  Suffolk  part 
of  the  borough,  meanly  built,  having  a  fquare  tower  with 
fix  bells.  On  the  corner  of  the  Reeple  were  placed  the 
fymbols  of  the  Evangelifis  in  freefone;  but,  being  thought 

>  MSS.  Le  Neve. 
k  Ibid. 
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too  heavy  for  the  building,  they  were  taken  down.  On  the 
lowed:  bell,  before  it  was  new  calf  in  1698,  was  this  verfe  : 

Dona  repende  dia  roga  Magdalena  Maria . 

The  church,  chancel,  and  porch,  are  neatly  thatched  with  ' 
reed.  At  the  ead  end  are  three  lancet  windows  and  two  rich 
niches  ;  the  headlefs  image  removed  from  one  of  which  lies 
by  the  door  of  one  of  the  alms  houfes  in  this  parilh.  The  north 
door  has  a  round  arch  with  Saxon  capitals. 

This  church  was  appropriated  by  Roger  Bigod  to  the  monks,, 
and  valued  at  three  pounds  k 

It  was  parcel  of  the  pofieffions  late  of  Thomas  duke  of 
Norfolk,  attainted  of  high  treafon. 

23  July,  1  Edward  VI.  the  king  granted  the  advowfon,, 
among  other  things,  to  Edward  duke  of  Somerfet ;  who,  the 
14th  of  Augud  following,  fold  it  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerdon, 
by  virtue  of  a  royal  licence  dated  the  1  ith  of  the  fame  month. 

From  the  time  of  James  I.  to  Charles  II.  it  was  called  a: 
chapel ;  but  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI. 
a  church.  In  the  Civil  War  it  was  fpoiled  of  its  roof,  con¬ 
verted  into  a  dable,  and  otherwife.  greatly  abided  by  the  par¬ 
liament  forces.  Towards  its  reparation  fome  time  after  the 
duke  of  Norfolk  gave  fifty  pounds. 

Sir  Richard  Fulmerdon,  of  whom  frequent  mention  is 
made  in  the  courfe  of  this  hidory,  was  a  great  benefactor, 
to  this  borough.  He  lies  interred  in  this  church,  under  a 
large  tomb  of  freedone,  according  to  his  will,  dated.  Ja¬ 
nuary  23,  1566,  in  which  he  ordered  his  body  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  parifh  church  of  St.  Mary  in  Thetforcl,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  chapel  there,  without  pomp  or  vain-glory; 

*  MSS.  penes  J.  Anftis  Garter,  fol.  42. . 
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faving,  that  he  would  have  a  convenient  tomb  of  freeftone 
erected  over  him  and  his  wife,  within  one  year  after  his 
deceafe. 

This  chapel  is  only  a  partition  made  of  ftud-work,  out  of 
the  upper  end  of  the  north  iile  of  the  church.  The  tomb  is 
about  eight  feet  four  inches  in  length,  and  three  feet  four 
in  breadth,  and  four  feet  high ;  upon  it  this  infcription  in 
capitals  : 

IN.  MEMORI AM.  RICHARDI.  FVLMERSTON.  EQVITIS.  AVRA'TT, 
DOMINIQUE.  ALICIE.  VXORIS.  EJVS.  HEREDIS.  IPSIVS.  RI- 
CARDI.  MARITVS.  ED  WARD  VS.  CLERE.  ARMIGER.  HOC, 
TVMVLVM.  EREXIT.  ANNO.  DOM.  I  567. 

Under  that,  in  larger  characters : 

TRANSIT  SICUT  FULMERSTON  GLORIA  MUNDk 

At  the  feet  are  thefe  words,  much  defaced. 

PROPITIETUR  DEUS  ANIMABUS  MORTUORUM. 

Clere’s  arms  and  creft  at  the  head  and  feet  ;  and  over 
one  coat  at  the  head  CLERE,  impaling  'Fulmerjion ,  over 
which  TL.  FL.  on  the  S.  fide  arms  of  Fulmerfton.  This 
tomb  is  now  hid  by  pews,  except  the  llab  and  weft  end. 

In  the  middle  of  the  church,  by  the  pulpit,  lies  a  flat 
ftone,  about  nine  feet  fix  inches  long,  and  about  four  feet 
four  inches  broad :  it  had  a  flip  of  brafs  once  inlaid  upon  it. 

By  the  font  a  fmall  ftone  with  a  figure  in  brafs  gone. 

The  ftep  before  the  font  is  part  of  a  raifed  grave- 
ftone. 


In 
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In  the  chancel,  without  the  rails,  two  coffin  lids,  fuppofed 
to  have  originally  covered  two  fine  flone  coffins  now  in  the 
belfrey.  Two  fmaller  were  taken  up  1770,  in  the  yard,  at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  one  of  whofe  lids  ferves  as  a  head 
flone.  Thefe  four  coffins  being  found  at  different  times  are 
fuppofed  to  have  belonged  to  one  family.  Another 
reverfed  lies  in  the  yard  by  the  veflry,  over  the  grave 
of  Edmund  Clarke,  late  clerk,  who  begged  it  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  his  name  is  cut  on  it. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  fkreen  were  eight  faints  painted, 
but  now  defaced  ;  and  over  them 

^ntta  x*  am  ffifrfffitess  Cnttffc  M  orate. 

In  the  chancel  is  a  flone,  joining  to  the  north  wall ;  under 
which  are  interred,  William  Tyrrel,  gentleman,  and  Bridget 
his  wife;  the  reverend  Mr.  John  Tyrrel  their  elded  fon, 
fometime  fchoolmafler  of  the  free-fchool  in  this  pariffi,  and 
re6tor  of  Santon  in  Norfolk:  alfo  Mr.  George  Tyrrell,  their 
fecond  fon,  who  wras  baptized  Jan.  7,  1668,  and  died  061.  25, 
1732. 

On  a  mural  monument,  with  a  pyramid  over  the  fouth 
door  of  the  chancel : 

u  In  a  vault  under  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Fran¬ 
ces  Le  Strange,  daughter  of  George  Cook,  gentleman,  who 
lies  in  the  fame  vault.  She  was  firfl  married  to  John  Monk, 
efq.  of  Bokenham-houfe  in  Suffiex,  by  whom  fhe  had  iffiue 
two  fons  and  three  daughters ;  of  whom  Anne  and  Frances, 
the  only  two  furviving,  in  great  refpedt  to  the  memory  of  their 
dear  mother,  caufed  this  to  be  ere6led.  She  died  Feb.  19, 
1725-6,  aged  49  years. 

In  the  fame  vault  lies  Mrs.  Frances  Monk,  who  died  Nov. 
14,1751.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anne  Monk,  w  ho  died  Jan. 
IT,  I763” 
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Extrads  from  a  Register  of  this  church,  beginning  1593* 
"ending  1639: 

Nicholas  Greene,  burgefs,  buried  2 5  Apr.  1594. 

Richard  Diggon  28  Septemb.  1594. 

1601.  Johane  George  8c  Tho.  BaffingthWaite. 

1609  10  Jan.  Nicholas  Baliingthwaite. 

1613.  26  Aug.  Tho.  Pinder  Gent. 

■ - 3  Nov.  Tho.  Atkinfon  Clerk. 

1631  15  July.  Nicholas  Greene,  Burgefs. 

1635  10  Feb.  Edward  Hunt  Senr. 

- -  25  March.  John  Burrage,  Gent. 

1637.  23  May.  John  Martin,  Gent. 

Names  of  fome  perfons  who  by  will  requeued  to  be  in¬ 
terred  in  St.  Mary’s  church-yard  : 

Johannes  de  Sculton  1328. 

J ohannes  Spendlove  1328. 

Adam  le  Sadeler  —  1328* 

Henri cus  Allfan  — •  1351. 

Herveus  de  Runhale  —  1359.  33  Ed.  III. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  porch,  in  the  church-yard,  is  an 
altar-tomb,  eroded  in  memory  of  Ifaac  Faux;  and  another, 
not  far  from  the  porch  door,  for  Mary  wife  of  Mr.  John 
To  Ruck,  who  died  Dec.  17,  1712,  aged  48  years. 

The  average  term  of  the  grave-ftones  in  this  church-yard 
fs  between  70  and  80  years. 

Sir  Richard  Fulmerftone  endowed  a  preacher  here,  whofe 
ftipend  is  paid  out  of  the  eftate ;  but  the  nomination  is  in  the 
mayor  and  corporation  by  ad  of  parliament,  1  Ja.  I. 

3  Preachers 
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Preachers  and  Curates  of  St.  Mary’s,  who  are  always  maflers 
of  the  fchool  and  hoipital : 

1610,  Thomas  Atkinfon,  A.  M. 

1627, - Smith 

1662,  John  Burrell,  A.  M.  who  had  the  three  pari  (lies,  and 
the  rectories  of  Kilverilon  and  San  ton,  which  he  refigned  for 
Great  Creffingham. 

William  Martin,  redlor  of  Great  Llvermerein  Suffolk,  where 
he  is  buried. 

John  Wright,  redtor  of  Euflon. 

Thomas  Shelford,  preacher  (the  only  time  they  were  divided). 

1 769,  John  Cole  Gallaway,  M.  A.  curate ;  prefented  through 
lapfe  by  the  chancellor. 

1774,  Thomas  Shelford,  fequeflrator. 

1778,  Henry  Charles  Manning,  B.  D.  curate. 

Henry  Campion,  elquire,  endowed  the  curacy  in  1726,  with 
200/.  which  entitled  it  to  200  L  more  from  queen  Anne’s 
bounty  ;  with  which  Mr.  Wright,  the  late  curate,  purchafed 
an  ellate  at  Burflon  in  Norfolk  in  1746,  which  now  letts  for 
25  /.  per  a7.n1, 

ST.  NICHOLAS. 

This  church  flood  in  the  Norfolk  part  of  the  town,  by  the 
way  which  leads  from  St.  Peter’s  to  the  abbey,  where  the 
ruined  tower  hill  remains  on  the  left  hand  of  the  flreet  ff ill 
called  St.  Nicholas  flreet.  Hugh  Bigod  gave  it  to  his  founda¬ 
tion  here.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  was  found  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  monks  of  Thetford,  and  valued  at  three 
marks  and  a  half  m.  The  fynodals  were  feven  pence  yearly. 
The  tithes  four  fhillings  and  eight  pence.  The  canons  paid 
twelve  pence  to  this  chureh  n.  It  was  parcel  of  the  poffeffions 

m  Regill.  Arch.  Norw. 

*  MSS.  C.  W.  fo.  40. 
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of  the  duke  of  Norfolk  ;  upon  whofe  attainder  it  came  to  Ed^* 
ward  YI.  By  him  it  was  granted  to  the  duke  of  Somerfet, 
and  by  him  fold  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton.  He  granted  to 
John  Crifp  by  feoffment  all  the  tithes  thereto  belonging; 
but  the  fame  year  thofe  tithes  were  regranted  to  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerflon  in  fee. 

In  1499,  John  Fyfhere,  burgefs,  who  was  buried  in  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas’s  church-yard,  gave  3  s.  4 d.  to  this  church  ;  but  if  they 
make  a  new  roof  6  s.  8  d.  In  15  1 1  the  church  was  new  paved, 
and  Robert  Love  burgefs  gave  40  s.  towards  It. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  2  Ed.  VI.  William  Rugge,  alias 
Repps,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  ordinary  of  this  parifh,  and  alfo 
of  St.  Peter’s,  Richard  Fulmerfton,  efquire,  true  patron  and 
parfon  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  patron  of  St.  Peter’s,  and  Henry 
Symonds,  clerk,  incumbent  of  St.  Peter’s,  and  Thomas  Gent, 
mayor,  and  the  commons,  by  their  deed  then  dated,  united 
and  confolidated  the  church  and  parifh  of  St.  Nicholas  to  the 
church  and  parifh  of  St.  Peter’s  ;  and  the  parifhioners  of  St. 
Nicholas  are  to  pay  all  rights  and  profits  to  the  parfon  of  St. 
Peter’s,  except  tithes  of  hay,  corn,  wool,  fheep,  lambs,  calves, 
and  other  cattle :  which  parfonage  was  impropriated  to  the  late 
diflblved  monaftery  of  monks  ;  and  the  faid  excepted  tithes 
are  to  be  paid  to  the  patron  of  St.  Nicholas  and  to  his  heirs 
for  ever. 

The  Jury  at  a  Court  Leet,  27  April,  26  Eliz.  had  a  fine  of 
20;.  from  John  Godfrey,  clerk,  for  not  making  two  ftyles  in 
St  Nicholas’s  church-yard,  as  he  was  commanded;  and  or¬ 
dered  that  he  fhould  make  them  by  Mary  Magdalen’s  day  next, 
Jub  poena  30  s.  He  was  alfo  amerced  3^.  for  calling  earth 
from  the  church  wall,  which  obftrudted  the  convenient  paf- 
fage  of  the  inhabitants. 
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A  recovery  was  fuffered  of  the  tithes  of  this  parifh,  1 7 
Car.  I.  to  the  ufe  of  Thomas  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  and 
his  heirs,  as  by  deed,  to  lead  the  ufes  thereof,  dated  28th  of 
June,  wherein  John  Griffith  was  demandant,  againft  Sir  Henry 
Speller  and  Nicholas  Harman  °. 

ST.  LAURENCE. 

It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  the  htuation  of  this  parifh  church. 
The  only  information  I  have  is  from  the  will  of  Simon  le 
Goos,  8  Ed.  III.  where  it  is  fpoken  of  as  being  near  the  court 
called  Bernyerd ;  in  other  places,  Barrs  Barns ,  See.  which 
were  near  the  lane  called  Earl's  Lane ,  in  the  Norfolk  part  of 
the  town.  It  was  appropriated  to  the  canons  July  17, 
1408,  and  taxed  at  8  d.  P  It  was  in  the  deanry  of  Thet- 
ford ;  and  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  was  valued  at  half  a  - 
mark  ;  fynodals,  3  d.  T 

ST.  ETHELDRED,  Or  ST.  AUDRY. 

This  church  was  feated  in  the  Suffolk  part  of  the  borough, 
and  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  was  valued  at  20  s.  Synodals 
3  d* 

It  was  in  the  -  prefentation  of  the  bifhop  of  Ely,  and  was 
one  of  the  three  held  by  the f abbot  of  Ely  in  Domefday, 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  ILL  Ifabel,  the  daughter  and  heir 
of  William  Cokerel  of  Thetford,  bequeathed  to  Adam  Foxle, 
redtor  of  St.  Etheldred,  and  to  his  curate,  all  the  right  and 
claim  ffie  had  in  lands  and  tenements  in  Thetford  and  Eive-  - 

0  Cart.  D.  N. 

y  Dr.  Tanner,  335. 

*  MSS.  C.  W.  fo.  49. 
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den,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever  ;  but  the  value 
of  thole  lands  is  not  ipecified  in  the  will. 

Augu it,  19  Rich.  II.  John  prior  of  the  monks  of  Thet- 
ford,  and  the  convent,  releafed  to  the  rector  of  St.  Etheldred, 
and  to  his  fucceffors  there,  all  their  right  and  claim  to  a  te¬ 
nement  called  Parfonage  (which  was  held  of  them),  being 
oppolite  to  the  faid  church,  referring  to  themfelves  and  fuc- 
ceifors  due  rents  and  fervices  r. 

In  1511,  Robert  Love,  burgefs  of  Thetford,  gave  10;.  to 
the  repair  of  this  church. 

In  1515,  Robert  Coteler  of  Thetford  was  buried  in  this 
church,  and  bequeathed  to  it  as  follows  : 

“  Item ,  I  gyff  and  plenarly  bequethe  to  the  faid  church 
“  eleven  acres  of  arable  lond  as  they  be  in  feveral  peces  in  the 
“  fields  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  Thetford,  and  alfo  my 
“  tenement  callyd  the  Bern,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the 
<e  parifh  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  a  certeyn  way  callyd  Rey- 
u  mondftrete  in  the  faid  town,  that  myne  obyte  day  fhali 
u  be  yerly  and  perpetually  kept  in  the  faid  church  of  Audry 
“  after  my  decefs,  wyth  the  revenufe  and  yerly  profights 
“  therof,  and  at  the  dirige  and  maffe,  the  preft  or  curat  fliall 
u  fynd  yerly  fyxe  lyghtes  of  waxe  candelle  fet  upon  the 
“  herle.  But  if  the  feid  church  foould  be  approperyd  to 
u  any  other  parilli  church  or  place  of  relygyon  wythyn 
“  the  feid  town  yn  tyme  comyng,  then  the  feid  londs  and 
“  tenements  to  return  to  my  heirs. — Alfo  I  bequethe  my  te- 
iC  nement  late  John  Vale’s  to  the  forfeyd  church  of  St.  Audry e, 
**  wyth  the  appurtenances,  feytuate  in  the  paryfh  of  Our 
“  Ladye  in  the  feid  town,  and  alfo  my  clofe  late  Margaret 

Adam’s,  being  annexed  to  the  feid  tenement  in  part,  and 

*  MSS.  Le  Neve,  fo.  25. 
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“  alfo  in  the  paryfh  of  St.  Audrye  forfeit!  in  the  other  part, 
“  that  the  yer-day  of  Agnes  Coteler  fhall  be  perpetually 
“  keped  in  the  faid  church  with  the  revenufe  of  the  yerly 
“  terme  therof,  the  day  of  the  fell  of  St.  John  Baptyfle  next 
“  enfuyng,  five  lyghtes  to  be  found,”  See.  as  before. 

There  were  feveral  houfes  belonging  to  this  church,  on 
the  Norfolk  fide  towards  Caftle-mill. 

There  is  no  account  that  the  revenues  of  this  church  were 
ever  very  confiderable  :  the  higheft  valuation  is  that  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  being  i  o  /.  6  s.  9  d. 
Wadnowe,  redtor  here  in  1528,  had  one  half  of  his  firlt-fruits 
forgiven  him  by  the  bifhop,  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the  living. 

But  a  famous  relique  made  ample  amends  to  the  priefl  for 
the  fmallnefs  of  his  ftipend :  “  In  Thetford,  a  mayor  town 
“  in  Norfolk,  there  was  a  parifh  church,  which  is  now  de- 
“  ftroyed,  called  St.  Audrife.  In  this  church,  among  other 
u  reliques,  was  the  fmock  of  St.  Audrife,  which  was  there 
“  kept,  as  a  great  jewel  and  precious  relique.  The  virtue  of 
te  that  fmock  was  mighty  and  manifold,  but  fpecially  in  put- 
“  ting  away  the  toth-ach,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  throte ;  fo 
“  that  the  paciente  were  fyrfte  of  all  fhriven  and  hard  maffe, 
u  and  did  luch  oblations  as  the  prieft  of  the  church  en- 
“  joyed  s.”  The  vulgar  fuppofed  this  relique  to  be  fo  full 
of  facred  virtue,  that  they  ordered  in  their  will  certain  per- 
fons  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  it  for  the  falvation  of  their  fouls. 
Margaret  Whoop  of  Eaft  Herling  had  the  following  claufe  in 
her  will,  which  was  dated  1501  :  “  I  will  that  another  man 


*  Becon’s  Reliques  of  Rome,  fob  181. 
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45  go  in  pilgrimage  for  me  to  Thetford,  and  offer  for  me 
“  to  St.  Audry’s  fmock t.” 

The  church  was  pulled  down  at  the  Diffolution,  and  the 
pariili  joined  to  St.  Mary’s.  The  feite  retains  the  name  of  St. 
Audry’s  churchyard,  and  is  the  clofe  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
lane  leading  from  St.  Mary’s  clofe  to  the  place  over  againft  the 
houfe  at  the  corner  of  the  paffage  leading  down  to  the  paper- 


mills,  and  has  been  completely 
many  years. 

PATRONS. 

Rifhop  of  Ely, 


Lapfe, 

John  de  Ee,  vicar  general  to 
the  bifhop  of  Ely,  then 
abroad, 

The  King,  fede  El.  vac. 

Biffiop  of  Ely, 

Lapfe, 

Lapfe, 

1  Regift.  Popy,  f.  27. 


ploughed  and  turned  to  paffure 

RECTORS. 

1303,  John  de  Gunthorp, 
chaplain,  pred.  kal.  Jul. 

1308,  William  Moryn,  prieft, 
id.  May. 

1:3 1 7,  William  Aderefton, 
prieft. 

1349,  20  Lee.  John  de  De- 
benham. 

John  de  Chappele. 

1358,  16  Jan.  Adam.Palmer 
of  Thetford,  prieft. 

1391,  Adam  Foxele,  prieft. 

1 394>  Peter  at  Hethe,  alias  at 
Forth e,  prieft. 

1427,  16  Ap.  John  Kevelon, 
prieft.  He  was  redtor  of  St. 
Peter’s  and  dean  of  Thet¬ 
ford. 

1416,  17  Sept.  Tho.  Gun- 
wayte.  He  had  Santon 
likewife.  Nicholas 
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Nicholas  biiliop  of  Ely,  1528,  14  Sept,  Sir  Richard 

Wadnowe,  chaplain,  per  re - 
^  p gnat  ion .  Gunw  ay  te . 

ST.  EDMUND’S, 

Was  a  parifh  church,  and  endowed  with  tithes;  hut  in 
what  part  of  the  town  feated  does  not  appear  by  any  record 
I  have  met  with.  I  think  it  probable  it  Rood  in  the  Suffolk 
part  of  the  borough.  It  was  in  the  deanry  of  Tiietford  ;  and 
in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  was  valued  at  two  marks  11 . 

In  1408,  it  was  appropriated  to  the  canons,  and  taxed  to 
them  at  2  s.  8  d.  The  prior  of  the  canons  was  redtor.  Syno- 
dals  3  dw.  In  the  reign  of  Hen.  IV.  it  is  fdled  a  chapel  and 
parifh,  being  probably  united  to  fome  other ;  and  it  was  de~ 
molifhed  at  the  Reformation. 

ST.  GILES, 

A  parifh  church,  fituate  on  the  left  hand  as  you  go  from 
St.  Peter’s  to  St.  Cuthbert’s,  facing  St.  Giles’s  lane. 

As  to  the  tithes  belonging  to  this  parifh,  I  can  find  but 
very  little  account ;  only  that  there  were  fifteen  acres  of  land 
in  the  North  fields,  in  fmali  pieces,  which  paid  tithe  to  this 
church,  except  a  moiety  of  two  acres  payable  to  St.  Mary’s  x. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  III.  it  was  valued  at  1 6  s.  and  In 
1408  was  appropriated  to  the  canons,  and  taxed  to  them  at 
20  dY.  In  the  canons  leafes,  St.  Giles  is  faid  to  have  been 
demifed  by  them  to  a  hermit,  at  16  d.  yearly*  rent  and  repara¬ 
tion.  After  this  church  was  appropriated  to  the  canons,  the 
prior  was  redtor  thereof. 

u  Regift.  Arch.  Norw. 

w  C.W.  fol.  40. 

*  MSS.  penes  P.  Le  Neve. 

V  C.  W.  fol.  40. 
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In  1563,  Edmund  Moone  of  Hawtbye  Hall  in  Norfolk,  gen¬ 
tleman,  fold  to  John  Dowbys,  gentleman,  the  tenement  called 
St.  Giles’s  Chapel,  late  parcel  of  the  canons  revenues,  in  as 
ample  a  manner  as  Philip  and  Mary  granted  the  lame,  by 
letters  patent,  to  Sir  John  Parret,  knight,  to  hold  of  the  queen 
and  her  fucceffors,  as  of  her  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  in  free 
loc age,  and  not  in  capite. 

Auguft  2,  36  Eliz.  William  Barwick  of  Garboldefham, 
gentleman,  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
Dowbys,  efquire,  fold  the  faid  chapel  to  Thomas  Styward  of 
Thetford,  glover.  July  13,  40  Eliz.  John  Tyrrel  of  Thet- 
ford,  taylor,  purchafed  it  of  Thomas  Styward,  among  other 
lands  and  tenements  ;  but,  lince  that,  it  came  to  be  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  John  Hatch,  butcher.  The  infkle  was  ufed  for  a  barn; 
and  the  yard,  with  the  addition  of  a  penthoufe,  leafed  to 
the  landlord  of  the  Bell  Inn  for  dog  kennels.  It  is  now  a 
wheeler’s  fhop. 

The  eaft  window  is  rich,  confiding  of  three  days,  and  there  is 
a  fouth  window  of  two.  At  the  eaft  end  within  is  a  holy  water 
done,  and  fomething  like  a  fquare  recefs  for  a  monument, 
with  a  neat  architrave  above  it,  but  defaced.  There  is  no 
account  of  any  perfon’s  being  buried  here  except  John 
Chary te,  who,  in  1327,  willed  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
church-yard. 

st,  Andrew’s, 

A  parifh  church  now  buried  in  its  own  ruins,  was  feated 
in  the  Norfolk  part  of  the  town  ;  and  in  the  time  of  Ed¬ 
ward  111.  was  valued  at  1  os.  fynodals  per  ann.  3  d.  This 
church  -was  taxed  to  the  canons  at  11  d.  There  were  lixteen 
acres  and  a  half  and  two  rods  in  the  North-held  of  Thetford 
which  paid  tithes  to  this  church,  except  a  moiety  of  two  acres 
5  paid 
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paid  thereout  to  the  monks.  At  the  I) i Solution  it  was  unitec} 
to  St.  Peter’s,  and  then  the  church  was  demolifhed.  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerlton  purchafed  the  fcite  of  the  king,  32  H. 
VIII.  Sir  Edward  Clere,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  paid  1  2  d. 
for  a  parcel  of  ground  belonging  to  this  church. 

About  the  year  1717,  when  Mr.  Cockf  edge  built  a  wall 
round  his  garden,  this  church -yard  furnifhed  him  with  ma¬ 
terials  for  building.  While  they  were  digging  in  the  yard, 
Mr.  Thomas  Martin  faw  the  foundation  of  the  church;  and 
among  great  numbers  of  human  .bones  which  were  thrown 
up  a  piece  of  free  done  was  difcovered,  about  the  fize  of  a 
bufhel,  and  of  the  fame  figure,  but  had  been  longer  and  pro¬ 
bably  a  font.  The  church-yard  is  converted  into  apleafant 
wildernefs,  rented  of  the  minister  of  St.  Peter’s  at  7s.  6d.  per 
annum .  Upon  a  hillock  near  this  church  flood  St.  Andrew’s 
erofs. 


ST.  CUTHBERT, 

A  pariili  church  now  handing;  of  ordinary  ftruclure, 
having  a  fquare  towrer  embattled  and  laced  with  flints,  with 
five  bells  in  it.  The  church  is  tiled,  and  has  a  fouth  porch ; 
the  aile  and  chapel,  now  a  veftry,  leaded  :  there  are  four 
hexagon  pillars  fupporting  five  pointed  arches  between  the 
church  and  the  fouth  lfle.  Upon  a  buttrefs  of  this  fouth 
ifle  the  following  letters  are  flill  vifible,  pCctp  fot;  and  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  DIM  pl*0.  Upon  the  fcreen 
dividing  the  nave  from  the  chancel  were  painted  the  twelve 
apoflles,  and  upon  the  fcreen  between  the  fouth  aile  and 
chapel,  and  alfo  on  various  parts  of  the  wall,  feveral  fcripture 
liiflories,  but  all  thefe  are  now  whitened  over.  In  the  middle 
of  the  church  hangs  a  brafs  chandelier  of  fix  branches. 
The  eaft  window  is  modernized  as  the  north  ones  are  going  to 
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be.  The  roof  of  the  church  is  adorned  in  the  joints  of  the 
beams  with  a  crofs  fleure,  fun,  moon,  liars,  dragons,  rofes, 
four  leaves  in  crofs,  fpread  eagle  double  headed,  pelican, 
heart  pierced,  monkey  fitting,  8ec. 

Over  the  entrance  into  the  belfry  is  the  following,  in  rude 
letters — Anno  Dom .  1618,  Mr.  John  Sniling ,  Richard  Juby , 
Churcbwardnes. 

There  are  three  grave-ftones  in  the  aile  which  formerly 
had  on  each  of  them  the  portraitures  of  a  man  and  woman, 
and  infcriptions.  Another  in  the  chancel  had  a  fmall  plate. 

Weever,  page  827,  gives  us  this  mangled  infcription,  which 
he  law  in  this  church  ....  3iOfjmtne0  'Bermutl  Ct  .  .  . 
but  who  that  Bernard  was  I  cannot  determine.  12  Ed.  IV. 
one  John  Bernard  occurs  as  wit n els  to  a  deed  after  William 
Bregges,  efquire. 

Upon  digging  a  grave  for  Mrs.  Slap,  in  1722.,  a  thick 
marble,  about  two  yards  in  length,  wras  difcovered  under  the 
foundation  of  the  partition  between  the  church  and  chapel, 
but  without  any  infcription. 

In  the  chancel,  upon  a  fmall  black  marble,  is  this  infcrip- 
tion  : 

ce  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Browning,  who 

“  departed  this  life  December  21,  1720,  aged  63  years.” 

Slabs  for  William  Harrifon,  gent,  who  died  June  14,  1  7  24, 
aged  44.  His  daughter  Elizabeth,  died  October  28, 
3719.  His  wife  Catherine,  died  June  22,  1769,  aged 

72.  Thomas  Cocke,,  gent,  died  Feb.  19,  1710,  aged  42; 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Huffier,  gent, 
of  St.  Edmund’s,  died  Dec.  31,  1736,  aged  62.  Jonathan 
Browning,  died  1723,  aged  63. 


On 
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On  the  north  of  the  altar  on  a  mural  monument. 

M.  S. 

*  Thomoe  Vaughan,  A.  M. 

Hujus  ecclefiae  paftoris  fidiflimi. 

Obiit  28  Martii,  1752, 

iEt.  56  . 

In  the  nave  llabs  for  John  Defborough,  gent.  June  14, 
1720.. 

John  Walton,  gent.  Jan.  1777.  Francis,  Sept.  1761. 
John  his  fon,  1772,  62.,  Frances  his  daughter,  wife  of 
J ofeph  Burrel,  1768,  65. 

Reeve,  another  fon,  of  St.  Edmunds  Bury,  Feb.  21,  1773, 
aged  48. 

In  the  porch  Mr.  Cockfedge,  attorney,  made  a  vault  for 
his  family  ;  and  over  the  entrance  of  the  porch  within  are 
thefe  arms  and  infcription  : 

Quarterly,  1  Arg.  a  cock,  G. 

2  Or,  3  crofslets  in  fefs,  G. 

3  Vert,  3  pair  of  wings,  Or. 

4  Gul.  a  faltier  ingrailed,  Or. 

Creft,  a  Cock. 

C6  Under  this  place  lies  interred  Elizabeth,  late  the  wife  of 
u  Henry  Cockfedge  of  this  town,  gentleman,  one  of  the 
u  daughters  of  Robert  Long  late  of  this  county,  efquire, 
“  who  departed  this  life  31  July  1723,  aged  47  years.  Alfo* 
“  in  memory  of  Henry  Cockfedge,  efq.  late  recorder  of  this 
“  borough,  who  died  Feb.  21,  1762,  aged  82.” 

The  font  is  odtagon  on  a  like  fir  aft  and  plain. 

The  communion  plate  is  a  fmall  Elver  cup  and'  patten  ;  the 
flaggon  is  pewter. 

17  July,  1408,  this  church,  together  with  feveral  others, 
and  the  church  of  Grefham,  were  appropriated  to  the  canons, 

Alexander 
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Alexander  Totington  being  then  bifhop  of  Norwich  ;  but  a 
fuflicient  portion  of  the  fruits  and  profits  of  Grefham  church 
was  referved  for  the  vicar  thereof.  St.  Cuthbert’s,  in  the 
time  of  Edward  lii.  was  valued  at  40  s .  and  taxed  to  the 
canons  at  4  r.  z 

23  April,  2  Ed.  VI.  the  church  of  St.  Trinity  was  united 
to  this,  by  content  of  Richard  Fulmerfton,  patron,  and  of  the 
mayor  and  commonalty,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  bifhop 
of  Norwich  a. 

John  Judy  of  Thetford,  burgefs,  1509,  willed  his  body  to 
be  buried  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Cuthbert,  being  annexed  to  the 
church.  “  Alfo  I  wyl  and  bequethe  to  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
u  church  four  acres  of  lond  arabyll  callyd  Pykys  Londs,  as 
66  they  be  lyinge  yn  the  felds  of  Thetford  nere  the  Gleypytts, 
6<  to  that  entent,  the  church  wardonvs  for  the  tvme  bein^* 
“  fhal  be  coeffeoffyes  in  the  feid  londs,  wyth  fuch  other  as 
“  they  Rial  elect  to  them,  to  the  ufe  her  followyng.  That 
“  is  to  knowe,  the  fyve  tapers  or  candells  in  the  trone 
u  hangyng  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Cuthbert  may  be  fuffycyent- 
“  ly  contenuyd  for  evermore  :  and  over  that  I  Rial  have 
“  myne  obyte  yerly  kepte  in  the  feid  church  for  me  and  my 
u  benefacftoures  by  the  profyghtes  of  the  fame  for  evermore 
“  yf  the  law  wyl  thus  admyt;  or  ellys  to  be  at  the  good  dif- 
iC  poRtion  of  my  executors.”  Roger  Baldry,  prior  of  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Our  Lady,  8ec.  fupervilor. 

John  Seaman  the  elder,  of  Thetford,  by  will  made  anno 
1524,  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  church¬ 
yard.— u  Alfo  I  bequeth  to  the  feid  church  3I.  towarde  a  newe 
“  roffe  wyth  al  my  fubftancyal  tymbre  remaynyng  yn  my 
u  yerd,  and  alfo  al  my  detts^. 

z  MSS.  W.  fob  40.  *  Iteg.  17.  t 97. 

a  Reg.  Brygges  fol.  142. 

5  Henry 
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5  Henry  VIII.  there  were  two  acres  of  land  in  the  north 
fields,  near  the  clay-pit,  belonging  to  this  church,  and  an¬ 
other  piece  of  land  near  Thevefty-wav. 

St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Cuthbert’s  united  are  valued  at  50I.  a  year. 

CURATES. 

1746.  Mr.  Vaughan. 

1756.  Mr.  Coleman. 

1764.  Mr.  Galloway. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  prefented  laft  turn. 

TRINITY  C  H  U  R  C  H  b. 

Henry  Huntington  fays,  that  this  church  was  known  in; 
the  time  of  king  Edgar,  and  was  made  the  cathedral  church 
of  Arfaft  bifhop  of  Thetford  ;  but  in  this  laft  aftertion  he 
was  miftaken,  for  it  was  only  leated  near  the  cathedral. 
It  was  appropriated  by  earl  Warren  to  the  canons,  and  fervedby 
one  of  them  to  the  diffolution.  Richard  Fulmerfton  purchafed 
this  church,  and  2  Ed.  VI.  confented  it  fhould  be  united  to  St. 
Cuthbert’s.  The  following  is  the  inftrument  of  the  union. 

“  To  all  chriftian  people,  Sec.  William  bifhop  of  Norwich, 

“  R.  Fulmerfton,  efq.  true  patron  and  parfon  of  the  parifh 
u  churches  of  the  Trinity  and  St.  Cuthbert’s  in  Thetford,  and 
“  Thomas  Gent,  mayor  of  the  faid  town,  and  the  commons, 

“  Sec.  (after  reciting  the  add  for  uniting  of  churches  in  37 

b  Decime  pertinen’  ecclefie  see  Trinitat’  et  ex  parte  aqub 
lonar’  (et  alijs  ecclefijs.)  Ex  MS  antiquo  penes  P.  L.  N. 

Primo  de  tribus  acris  terre  quas  Thomas  de  Redelworth 
tenet  juxta  terrain  quondam  Jobis  Chateryz,  cujus  un’  capud 
abutt’  fup  regiam  viam  que  ducit  de  Thetford  verfus  HofpitaP 
see  Marie  Magdalene  unde  eedia  sci  Nicolai  percipit  duas 
garbas,  et  ecclefia  see  Trinitat’  quatuor  garbas. 

De  una  pecia  in  eadem  quarentina  jacente,  unde  eccl'ia  see 
Marie  percipit  imam  garbam,  ecclefm  sci  Nicholai  unam 
Txtr.  garbam,  et  ecctia  see  Trinitat’  unam  garbam. 

N.  B.  This  is  in  a  later  hand  than  the  reft  of  the  book. 

“•  Henry 
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“  Henry  VIII.  and  that  neither  of  the  laid  churches  are 
“  above  the  yearly  value  of  7I.)  did  declare  that  the  laid 
“  church  of  the  Trinity  ilxall  be  from  henceforth  united  and 
u  confolidated  for  evermore  to  the  church  of  St.  Guthbert ; 
“  and  the  parifhioners  of  Trinity  parifli,  and  all  manner  of 
“  perfons  that  fnall  hereafter  dwell  in  the  laid  parifli,  fliall  go 
u  and  repair  to  the  laid  church  of  St.  Guthbert,  for  the  hear- 
“  ing  divine  fervice,  receiving  facraments,  Sec.  and  that  the 
u  faid  church  and  parifli  of  the  Trinity  fnall  not  from  hence - 
“  forth  be  taken  as  a  parifli  or  parifh  church  alone  by  i  tie  If, 
“  but  as  a  church  and  parifh  united  to  the  faid  church  and 
“  parifli  of  St.  Guthbert ;  and  that  all  perfons  dwelling,  or 
“  that  hereafter  fliall  dwell,  in  the  faid  parifli  of  the  Trinity, 
<f  fliall  pay  to  the  parfon  of  St.  Cuthberfs,  and  his  fucceffors, 
<£  all  their  tythes,  offerings,  and  other  rights,  Secc.” 

The  feite  was  fettled  on  the  preacher  or  minifter  of  f  ulmer- 
ffone  hospital  here.  The  foundation  and  two  pieces  of  the 
fteeple  were  till  lately  vifible  in  the  clofe  belonging  to  the 
mafter  of  the  free  fchool.  It  was  ruined  after  1547,  and  men¬ 
tioned  as  fuch  in  the  will  of  Robert  Loved  of  Thetford  15 1 1, 
who  left  money  to  leading  a  new  roof,  if  it  could  be  done  within 
five  years ;  it  was,  liov/ever,  ufed  for  divine  fervice  till  1547. 

William  Boton,  clerk,  wras  buried  1471  by  his  father  in 
this  church. 

1601,  Richard  Aftely,  of  Thetford,  efq.  buried  in  this 
church,  left  fu  reiving  his  wife  Margaret,  eldeft  foil  Drewe, 
youngeft  fon  Henry,  daughter  Mary,  5I.  to  the  poor  of  St. 
Cuthberfs,  3I.  to  thofe  of  St.  Peter’s,  2I.  to  thofe  of  St.  Mary, 
William  Cockman,  parfon  of  Elveden,  executor,  to  have  a 
ring  infcribed  Vive  memor  noftra  conjunVHonis. 

The  fteeple  was  rebuilt  1489. 

c  MSS.  fob  35. 
d  Reg.  Johnl'on,  fol.  10S. 
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Was  feated  in  the  Suffolk  part  of  the  town,  and  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  abbot  of  Bury  to  the  nuns  of  St.  George.  It 
was  a  redory  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  and  was  valued  at  two 
marks.  At  the  diffolution  it  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Ful- 
merfton,  and  has  pail  with  the  Place,  to  which  it  ftill  belongs, 
the  fcite  being  within  its  outer  gate,  which  is  in  part  walled 
up  at  the  entrance.  Synodals  3d. 

ST.  GEORGE 

Was  a  pariffi  church  mentioned  in  Domefday  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  Bury  abbey,  till  it  was  given  to  the  monks  of  St.  George, 
who  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty  when  the  nuns  were 
introduced  into  Thetford  by  the  abbot  of  Bury.  It  continued 
parochial  till  given  to  the  nunnery,  when  it  was  rebuilt  and 
augmented;  but  the  valuation  of  it  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

ST.  HELEN’S 

W as  a  parifh  church  in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor,  and  at 
the  making  of  Domefday  was  endowed  with  a  carucate  or 
plough  land,  one  villan  and  one  plough,  and  was  part  of  the 
hundred  and  manor  of  Methwold.  The  bifhop  of  Norwich 
confirmed  the  gift  of  it  by  William  his  predeceffor  to  the 
monks  of  Lewes.  It  flood  on  a  hill  two  miles  out  of  the  town 
on  the  Santon  road.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  is  a  fpring  common¬ 
ly  called  Holyzvell  or  Levant-well^  corruptly  for  St.  Helen' s-well. 

ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN 

Was  a  parifh  church  before  it  was  converted  into  an  hof- 
pital.  It  is  one  of  the  livings  remaining  in  charge,  and  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  il.  13s.  6d.  S;  yearly  tenths  3s.  4b.  ~e. 

e  Edon’s  Valors. 
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The  bifhop  of  Norwich  confirmed  the  gift  of  St.  Helen’s- 
church  by  Santon  to  the  monks  of  Lewes,  by  his  predeceffor 
William. 


ST.  BEN  NET 

Was  a  parifli  church  feated  in  the  Suffolk  part  of  the  town,, 
and  mentioned  by  Mr.  Blomfield  in  his  Hiflory  of  Thetford, 
as  belonging  to  Bury  abbey;  but  Mr.  Martin  could  never  find 
any  farther  account  of  this  church  than  its  bare  name. 

A  charter  of  Hugh,  abbot  of  Bury,  fays,  u  duas  ecclejias 
u  par och idles  quas  habuimus  in  villa  deT'beford  unam  fci  Benedi&i 
“  et  alteram  Omnium  Sanblorum  concejjimus  monialibus  Jci 
u  GeorgiiP 

The  chapel  of  the  Bleffed  Mary  in  Bayly-end.  Of  this 
hereafter. 


G  HAP.  X- 

H  O  S  P  I  T  A  L  S.. 

ST.  '  M  ARY  M  A  G  D  A  L  E  N  ’  S. 


^HIS  hofpital  was  founded  by  John  de  Warren,  earl  of 
Surry,  and  had  the  church  or  chapel  of  St.  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalen  annexed  to  it,  from  which  it  takes  it  name.  It  flood  at 
borne  ‘difiance  from  the  town  near  the  road  to  Norwich.  The 
piece  of  land  upon  which  it  flood  is  called  Mawdlin  Acre .  Op- 
polite  to  it  flood  Magdalen-crofs,  at  which  Shropham  hundred 
court  was  fometimes  kept,  after  it  was  granted  from  the  crown. 

The  founder  endowed  it  with  feveral  parcels  of  lands  to  a 
confiderable  value.  By  degrees  it  became  poffeffed  of  260 
1 


acres 
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Ttcres  of  land,  and  604  acres  of  pafture  and  heath,  and  liberty 
of  four  fold-courfes  in  Thetford,  Kilverftone,  Croxton,  and 
other  places  f.  A  meftuage  and  forty-three  acres  and  a  half 
with  a  fold-eourfe  in  Croxton,  were  fettled  1250  by  Richard 
de  Surrie  and  Sarah  his  wife  on  Stephen  mailer  of  this  hof- 
pital  and  his  fucceftbrs.  2  Ed.  I.  Thomas  Ruter  was  matter; 
and  34  of  the  fame  reign,  it  was  taxed  at  3od.  and  the  matter 
at  ns.  pd.  For  Tome  reafon  which  1  cannot  learn,  the 
canons  paid  to  this  hofpital  1 2d.  yearly.  I  find  that  the 
•matters  of  hofpital s  had  power  to  exchange  lands,  when  ex¬ 
pedient,  without  it  being  deemed  a  violation  of  the  intention 
of  benefactors  ;  for  it  appears  by  an  indenture  without  date, 
that  Robert  de  Gatettone,  matter  of  this  hofpital,  together 
with  the  friers,  and  Symon  de  Kerbrooke,  matter  of  God’s 
houfe  by  Thetford  bridge,  did  exchange  one  piece  of  arable 
land  lying  upon  Blackdon,  for  another  piece  of  arable  land 
lying  between  the  church  lands  of  Kilverftone,  but  the  con¬ 
tents  of  thofe  pieces  are  not  fpeciftedg.  Thomas  earl  of  Lan- 
cafter  died  feized  of  this  hofpital  1360.  17  May,  3  Ed.  VI. 

(when  it  was  diftolved)  it  was  granted  by  letters  patent, 
together  with  all  'houfes,  lands,  &c.  thereto  belonging, 
and  all  fairs  and  markets  yearly  held  on  the  feaft  ot  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  excepting  the  bells  and  lead  covering  of 
the  chapel,  to  Sir  William  Fermoiir,  to  hold  as  of  the  king’s 
dutchy  of  Lancafter,  by  fealty  only  in  free  forage,  and  not  in 
capite,  except  2d.  ~  out  of  part  of  the  poflefiions  of  Magdalen 
chapel,  payable  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerftone,  as  to  his  manor 


*  From  Sibton  Regifter  on  vellum  penes  T.  Martin,  1748,  fob  42. 

“  Incipitde  liberis  tenentibus  Thetford. 

“  Magilter  domus  Magdalene  tenet  unam  peciam  terre  in  Southlong  inter 


ft  terrain  Katerme  relive  Willi  de  Rokelound,  et . abutt*  fuper 

S(  Weymanifly  fouth  et  fuper  Hardynges  hedlend  weft;  unde  debet  per  annum 
”  ij  ob.  ad  vinculV*  Tan.  N.  M.  p.  360. 
z  MSS.  D.  N.  fob  102. 
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ofThetford.  Oil  the  28th  of  September,  3  Ed.  VI.  Sir  William 
F ermour  by  indenture  then  dated,  releafed  all  the  premifes 
above-mentioned  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerftone  and  his  heirs lk 
Mr.  Blomefield  fays,  that  the  lands  belonging  to  this  hofpital 
were  fold  to  the  Norfolk  family  ;  but  as  he  produces  no  au¬ 
thority,  I  think  it  more  probable  they  came  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  in  the  fame  manner  as  Thetford  manor.  The  cor¬ 
poration  claimed  the  hofpital  and  lands  as  being  patrons,  but 
upon  Sir  Richard’s  fatisfvine  them,  they  releafed  the  whole  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  confiding  of  the  fcite  of  the  hofpital  and  cha¬ 
pel,  and  lands  adjoining  to  Reymond’s  Wong  at  Elackdon-hill, 
Magdalen  Bean-houfe  and  clofe,  liberty  of  common  in  Kilver- 
flon  and  Thetford  grounds,  40  acres  in  Halwic  field,  5  acres 
in  Small  Marlh,  40  acres  which  were  given  to  the  hofpital  by 
John  of  Woddington,  28  acres,  &c.  at  Kilverfton,  Sec. 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  quantity  already  fpecified. 

The  Hofpital  called  domus  dei. 

This  hofpital  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  founded 
foon  after  the  removal  of  the  epifcopal  fee  to  Norwich,  but 
of  this  I  can  find  no  fufFicient  proof.  There  is  great  realon 
to  believe  that  it  was  founded  long  before  the  time  of  Edward 
I.  It  was  feated  in  the  Suffolk  part  of  the  burgh,  and  the 
river  walked  its  walls  on  the  north  tide.  The  patronage  wTas 
in  the  earls  Warren  ;  for  it  appears  by  the  Inffitution  Rook, 
Norwich  N°  1,  that  William  Hardyng,  of  Thetford,  pried, 
after  he  had  fworn  canonical  obedience  to  the  bifhop,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  mafterfhip  of  this  houfe  by  John  de  Warren  earl 
of  Surrey.  On  his  admifhon  he  received  three  fcots,  value  60s. 
ten  milch  cows,  value  8s.  each;  one  hundred  ewe  fheep, 

h  MSS.  W.  fol.  \6. 
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value  2od.  each;  one  hundred  wethers,  value  2s.  each; 
fixty  lambs,  value  is.  each;  twelve  filver  fpoons,  value  i  os. 
alfo  one  mazer  or  bowl,  and  all  necellary  utenfils,  both  brais 
and  wood,  table-cloths,  towels,  See.  all  which  were  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  houfe,  being  what  William 
de  Norton,  late  chaplain,  had  by  his  prudence  and  frugality 
acquired,  and  left  under  the  care  of  the  bifhop ;  and  every 
fucceeding  mailer  was  enjoined  not  to  difpofe,  either  by  fale 
or  donation,  any  of  the  above  particulars,  without  leaving  to 
the  houfe  an  equivalent.  Norton  died  1318.- 

I  find  by  Sibton  Regifler,  that  there  were  three  pieces  of 
land  in  Northie-gate-fiekl,  containing  15  acres,  which  be¬ 
longed  to  this  hofpital ;  but  the  mailer  was  to  pay  fix-pence 
yearly  as  an  acknowledgement  for  thofe  pieces.  Thatexten- 
live  courfe  called  Springs  or  Brays,  which  was  flocked  with 
four  hundred  flieep;  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  after¬ 
wards  were  parcel  of  chapel  lands,  all  belonged  to  this  hof¬ 
pital  b  There  were  feveral  pieces  of  land  in  Croxton  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  houfe  k.  One  Margaret  Brown  gave  a  mefiuage  to 
it.  9  Ed.  III.  John  earl  Warren  granted  this  hofpital, 
and  all  the  lands  and  tenements  thereto  belonging,  to 
Sir  Edmond  Gonvill,  clerk,  who  regranted  the  whole  to 
the  earl1.  Then  John  earl  Warren  granted  and  confirmed 
by  his  charter  to  the  prior  and  canons  of  Thetford,  all  the 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  polieffions  to  the  Houfe  of  God 
lately  belonging,  as  fully  and  entirely  as  ever  thofe  tenements 
belonged  to  the  houfe  of  God,  by  the  gift  of  the  founder,  by 
amortifement,  or  in  any  other  manner  wdiatfoever.  The 
prior  and  canons  to  find  two  chaplains  to  fing  for  the  foul  of 
the  firfl  founder  of  the  houfe  of  God.  Alfo,  they  fliall  find 

1  MSS*.  W.  fob  70. 
k  Croxton  deeds,  2  Ed.  II. 

J  MSS.  D.  N.  ioi,  French. 
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fuftenance  and  entertainment  for  three  poor  men,  during  a 
certain  portion  of  the  year,  in  all  things  to  avft  according  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  that  houfe.  This  deed  was  dated  at 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  29th  of  June,  the  year  before^ 
mentioned. 

22  Ed.  III.  Henry  earl  of  Lancafter,  Derby,  and  Leicefter, 
lie  ward  of  England,  granted  to  the  priory  of  the  canons  of 
Thetford,  all  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  Sec.  late  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  hofpital  of  God’s  houfe,  except  the  fcite  thereof, 
which  he  granted  to  the  friars  preachers  m.  The  indenture 
lets  forth,  that  the  prior  and  canons  were  to  hold  in  perpetual 
alms,  all  the  lands,  8ec.  belonging  to  this  hofpital,  in  Thet¬ 
ford,  Croxton,  Methwold,  Foulden,  Threkefton,  Hepeton, 
Lynford,  Northwald,  and  other  places  whatfoever  ;  but  the 
prior  and  canons  were  enjoined  to  do  yearly  the  ancient  alms, 
viz.  to  find  two  canons  to  ling  maffes  in  the  church  of  the 
prior  and  canons  of  Thetford  for  ever,  every  day  in  the  week, 
for  the  fouls  of  the  founders  of  the  hofpital ;  and  thofe 
canons,  upon  every  vacancy,  to  be  chofen  by  the  prior  and 
canons,  and  to  be  prefented  by  the  earl  of  Lancafter,  or  his 
heirs;  alfo  the  prior,  and  canons,  and  their  fucceffors,  to 
find  for  ever  one  houfe  for  the  entertainment  of  three  poor 
people,  to  remain  to  the  faid  poor  from  the  feaft  of  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  St.  Edward,  until  the  feaft  of  St.  Theodoret,  by 
forty  weeks  perpetually  for  the  feafon  ;  every  night  to  each 
of  them  a  leaf  of  rye,  which  fhall  be  good,  and  of  the 
weight  of  two  and  fifty  (hillings  ftcrling,  and  one  herring,  or 
two  eggs  inftead  of  the  herring,  if  the  herrings  cannot  eafiiy 
be  procured  ;  all  which  amounts  yearly,  the  bread  to  feven- 

m  This  Henry  earl  of  Lancafter  was  created  duke  of  Lancafter  25  Ed. 
III.  and  a  little  before  that,  Auguft  20,  23  Ed.  III.  was  created  earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln.  Dug.  Bra*,  fob  786.  Lie  was  reftored  1325,  and  died  1347. 
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teen  quarters  of  corn,  and  the  herrings  to  three  thoufand  and 
forty  ;  they  were  alfo  to  provide  three  beds,  and  hot  water 
for  walhinsj  their  feetn. 

u  I  perce yuid  by  a  graunt  of  king  Henry  IV.  that  afore  the 
a  blake  freres  inhabitid  the  place  in  Southfolk,  hard  a  this 
“  lide  Thetforde  bridge,  wher  they  lafc  dwellit,  that  ons  was 
u  an  hofpital  cauliid  Meafun  de  devu  And  in  the  ende  of  this 
“  charter  and  graunte,  mention  is  made  of  John,  county  of 
“  Warwike,  and  Henry  duke  of  Lancaftre,  graundfather  to 
u  king  Henry  IV.  by  his  mother  fide.  And  in  this  graunt 
u  Edmunde  Gundeuille  is  efpecially  namid  to  be  prayed  for  by 
u  the  freres0.” 

The  fcite  was  laid  into  the  friars  preachers  founded  clofe 
by  it,  and  the  houfe  left  for  one  or  two  of  the  brethren  to- 
collect  alms  in,  and  thus  in  old  writings  it  is  often  confounded 
with  this  friary  P.  Its  ruins  are  fo  compleatly  removed,  that 
the  fcite  is  traceable  only  by  defcription  to  have  been  at  the 
north  eaft  point  of  the  area  and  old  church  on  the  Suffolk  fide 
of  the  river  juft  by  the  bridge. 

The  Hofpital  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Julia  n, 

fometimes  called  the  Hermitage  of  St.  Julian,  was-  till: 
lately  Handing  near  Thetibrd  bridge.  Some  think  it  was* 
founded  by  Henry  1.  The  prefentation  to  it  was  veiled  in  earl; 
Warren,  who  at  that  time  was  lord  of  Thetford  manor.  The 
endowments  were  by  no  means  contemptible. 

John,  fon  of  Matilda,  of  Croxton,  gave  two  acres,  of 
arable  land  in  Eaftfield  for  ever. 

n  MSS.  D.  N.  1 66,  French.. 

0  A  fmall  fragment  of  Leland’s  Itinerary,  written  by  himfelf  in  two  leaves- 
only.  Cotton  Library  Vefpaf.  F.  ix.  36.  f.  223.  See  Leland’s  It  in .  vol.  ix. 
pag*  I33>  2d  edit.  1769,  p.  iio3  3d  edit.  1774; ”  This  is  all  that  he  fays  of; 
Thetford. 

p  Blomfield,  Tan.  366. 
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Editha  Buck,  of  Thetford,  gave  one  meffuagc,  with  all 
the  buildings  thereto  belonging,  in  Thetford,  and  four  acres 
of  arable  land  lying  in  Thetford  field,  one  acre  of  which  is 
called  Cruck  Acre ;  alfo  another  piece  of  land  about  two 
acres  called  Eldemfcroft,  lying  in  the  fame  field,  and  another 
piece  of  land  called  Stable  Acre,  all  which  was  fettled  upon 
this  hofpital  for  ever,  paying  to  earl  Warren,  then  lord,  and 
to  fucceeding  lords,  due  cuftom  and  acknowledgement. 

Richard  Merchant  de  Soulton,  foil  of  Matthew  of  Floke- 
torp,  gave  a  piece  of  arable  land  in  Croxton  Field,  contain¬ 
ing  fomewhat  more  than  twelve  acres,  paying  to  the  laid 
Richard,  his  heirs  and  afiigns,  fix-pence  farthing  yearly. 

Agnes  de  Croxton  gave  four  acres  and  a  half  of  land  for 


ever. 

Robert  Stonele  gave  all  the  land  which  he  held  of  the  prior 
and  monks  of  Thetford,  on  condition  of  paying  fix-pence 
yearly  to  the  prior,  Sec. 

Henry,  fon  of  Reginald,  of  Croxton,  gave  one  acre  of  land 
in  Croxton  fields  for  ever. 

John  Tolpe  gave  two  acres  of  land  in  Thetford  fields,  called 
Herbert’s  Croft,  and  to  Simon  de  Toffs,  matter  of  the  hofpital, 
four  marks  of  filver.  That  grant  was  made  on  condition  of 
paying  three-pence  yearly  to  the  faid  John,  his  heirs  and 
afiigns, 

Hugo  de  Plaiz  gave  in  pure  alms  fifty  acres  of  land,  with 
liberty  of  foldcourfe  for  three  hundred  fheep  in  the  fields  and 
commons  of  Croxton  S. 

Simon,  redtor  of  the  church  of  Montinne,  gave  all  his  mef- 
fuages  and  lands  in  Croxton,  Toffs,  Buckenham,  and  Fold- 
courfes,  in  perpetual  almsr. 


i  MSS.  Duke  Norf.  66.  C.  W.  22. 
r  MSS.  W.  fo.  66. 
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Another  meffuage  called  Abbot’s  Croft  was  given  to  the 
hofpital s. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  John  de  Southery,  widow,  gave  all  her 
lands  in  Croxton  and  Norwich,  with,  liberty  of  foldcourfe, 
paying  one  penny  yearly  h 

William  Hardy ng  was  mailer  or  cuftos  1325,  and  refigned 
next  year  to  Robert  de  Worceiler,  who  was  confirmed  on  the 
4th  of  Augufi,  1326,  being  prefented  by  king  Edward,  as 
guardian  to  the  children  of  Ralph  de  Cobham,  knt.  in  right 
of  the  manor  of  Thetford. 

The  houfe  remained  till  the  year  1777,  when  its  ruinous 
ftate  was  prefented  by  the  grand  jury  as  a  nuifance,  and  the 
proprietor  has  erecled  a  modem  brick  houfe  on  the  fcite  011 
the  eaft  fide  of  Bridge-ftreet,  over  againft  the  George  inn ; 
fome  parts  of  the  chapel  ilill  remain  in  the  yard  behind. 

st.  John’s  hospital  or  chapel 

Was  leated  on  the  Suffolk  fide  of  the  river,  between  the 
Canons  and  Red  Callle,  dire&ly  oppofite  to  Mr.  Cockfedge’s 
meadow,  adjoining  to  the  Canons  Water-lane,  the  road  only 
dividing  them.  This  is  the  church  of  St.  John  which  I  have 
before  mentioned  to  have  been  converted  into  a  houfe  of 
lepers.  35  Ed.  I.  the  mailer  of  this  hofpital  was  affeffed  at 
i4d.  12  Ed.  II.  John  de  Warren,  earl  of  Surry,  had  licence 
to  enfeoff  to  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafler,  (inter  alia)  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  this  hofpital,  which  was  done  that  year  by  fine 
levied  in  Eafter  term11.  18  Ed.  II.  it  was  fettled  on  Ralph  de 
Cobham,  and  his  heirs  malex.  35  Ed,  III.  John  bifhop  of 

s  MSS.  P.  Le  Neve. 

*  MSS.  W.  fo.  18. 

«  C.  W.  75. 

*  C.  W.  72. 
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Lincoln,  Robert  de  la  Mere,  and  five  others,  had  the  king's- 
licence  to  grant  this  advowfon  ( inter  alia ).  to  William  earl  of 
Henault  and  Leicefter,  and  Matilda  his  wife,  daughter  and 
one  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  late  duke  of  Lancalter,  to  hold  to* 
them  and  the  right  heirs  of  the  duke ;  which  was  performed 
accordingly.  And  this  grant  was  confirmed  the  fame  year 
by  Richard  earl  of  Arundel,  brother  to  the  late  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter.  Rut  Maud  died  without  iffue,  and  the  advowfon  de¬ 
fended  to  Blanch  her  lifter,  married  to  John  of  Gaunt,  and  , 
fo  came  to  his  fucceffors  kings  - of  England.  This  hof- 
pital  defended  in  the  fame  manner  as  Thetford  lordfhip,  and, 
32  Henry  VJII.  was  granted  to  Richard  Fulmerftone,  efq. 

There  was  a  gild  of  St.  John  Baptifl  in  it,  tranflated  to* 
Magdalen  hofpital  till  its  diffolution}T 


CHAP.  XL 


Of  the  Canons  or  Nunnery  of  st.  george,  now  called  the  pl  aced 


A  M  D  E  N  in  his  def  ription-of  Thetford  informs  us,  that 


^  one  of  the  leff  r  monafteries  in  it  was  built  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  thole  flain  in  that  bloody  battle  which  was  fought  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  between  the  Englifh  under 
king  Edmund  and  the  Danes,,  and  lafted  feven  hours, 
with  great  daughter  on  both  fides.  I  fuppofe  it  to  be  this 
for  feveral  reafons :  becaufe  it  was  dedicated  to  St.  George  z, 

y  MS.  P.  Le  Neve, .  306. 

z  In  the  old  catalogue  of  religious  boufes  afcribed  to  Gervafe  of  Canterbury, 
it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Gregory t  which  is  followed  by  Leland,  Speed,  VVeever,  &c. 
Tan.  N.  M.  349,, 


that 
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that  famous  folclier  and  champion,  not  only  of  the 
Englifh  but  of  many  other  nations  ;  becaufe  it  was 
feated  near  the  place  where  the  above  dreadful  battle  was 
fought ;  and  becaufe  it  is  the  only  m  on  after  y  in  Thetford 
which  was  founded  by  an  abbot  of  Bury,  and  probably 
by  one  of  the  firft  abbots  of  that  place3,  for  it  was  always 
under  their  patronage. 

We  learn  from  a  curious  and  ancient  memorial  drawn  up 
by  Hugh  abbot  of  Bury,  that  ahnoft  all  the  canons,  who  for 
many  years  poflefted  the  monaftery  of  St.  George,  were  dead  ; 
whereby  the  goods  of  the  church  were  reduced  nearly  to 
nothing,  and  the  monaftery  appeared  more  like  the  feat  of 
defolation  than  a  place  frequented  by  religious  perfons.  Fol- 
card  and  Andrew,  the  only  two  furviving  canons,  being  de-  • 
prefled  with  poverty,  and  through  perplexity  almoft  bereaved 
of  their  reafon  as  well  as  their  fubftance,  went  to  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Bury,  and  complained  to  them,  that  they 
could  not  fubftft,  and  that  they  neither  could  nor  would  con¬ 
tinue  in  this  monaftery  any  longer.  The  abbot  and  convent 
forefeeing  what  fcandal  would  arife,  if  a  place  fo  long  fre¬ 
quented  by  religious  perfons  fhould  in  their  time  be  forfaken, 
uled  every  argument  to  prevail  on  them  to  continue  ;  but  the 
canons  not  only  perfifted  vigoroufly  in  their  delign,  but  alfo 
petitioned  that  the  abbot  and  convent  would  admit  feme  nuns 
(who  then  lived  at  Lyng  in  Norfolk)  into  their  houfe,  that  by 
a  conjunction  of  fmall  pofleflions  the  monaftery  might  be  ref- 
cued  from  poverty  and  reftored  to  its  ancient  dignity.  The 


a  Blomefield,  p.  430,  fays,  by  Uvius,  the  very  firft  abbot  here  tinder  Canute. 
D  Ex  Regift,  Rubro  St.  Edmund  Bury,  fol.  20,  21.  Biftiop  Tanner  queries 
whether  there  were  not  fome  nuns  left  at  Lyng,  for  in  Placit.  Coron.  c.  Norf. 
34  H.  III.  rot.  22,  in  hund.  de  Eynsford,  there  is  mention  of  “  Domus  moni- 
alium  de  Lyng,’*  They  lived  by  the  chapel  of  St.  Edmund  at  Lyng,  Blomef. 

O  7  abbot 
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abbot  and  convent  had  great  defire  to  fee  the  place  improved, 
but  thought  it  imprudent  to  be  liafty  in  admitting  the  women 
propofed,  becaufe  none  of  that  fex  had  been  introduced  here 
before  under  that  religious  character,  but  chiefly  becaufe  they 
had  no  certain  knowledge  of  their  life  and  manners.  At 
length  by  the  mediation  and  interceflion  of  William  Turbusc, 
bilhop  of  Norwich;  Jeffery  d,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury, 
keeper  of  the  king’s  feal;  William  de  Camera,  then  fheriff 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  others,  wrho  greatly  recom¬ 
mended  the  nuns,  and  gave  them  excellent  characters,  it 
came  at  laft  to  this  iffue,  that  a  certain  day  fhould  be  fixed 
when  the  two  canons  and  the  nuns  fhould  make  their 
appearance  at  the  Abbot’s  chamber  of  audience.  At  the 
time  appointed  the  canons  came,  and  voluntarily,  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  refigned  their  monaftery,  with  all  its  poffef- 
fions,  into  the  hands  of  the  abbot e.  Then  the  abbot,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  canons,  granted  the  fame  to  Cecilia  priorefs  of 
thofe  nuns,  and  her  fucceffors  in  perpetual  alms,  for  ever 
there  to  inhabit.  The  abbot  alfo  gave  them  the  parifh 
churches  of  St.  Bennet  and  All  Saints,  his  right  in  Faver- 
ton  field,  and  whatever  more  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of 
Bury  within  the  boundaries  of  Thetford,  paying  yearly  4s.  to 
the  keeper  of  their  infirmary :  and  becaufe  the  monaftery  of  St. 
George  had  always  been  a  member  of  the  abbey  church  of 
Bury,  the  priorefs  was  particularly  enjoined,  upon  her  oath, 
to  be  faithful  and  obedient  to  it,  as  to  the  mother  church,  left 
what  had  paffed  might  feem  like  cutting  off  a  limb  from  the- 
body.  This  change  happened  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  for 
Hugh  prior  of  Weftminfter  was  eledted  abbot  of  Bury  in  1156 

c  John  of  Oxford,  Blomefield.. 

d  Said  to  be  natural  fon  of  king  Henry  II.  made  Chancellor  1181, 

'  Anno  1 160,  or  as  Blomefield  1176* 


or 
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or  1157?  continued  twenty-four  years,  and  died  in  1180. 
William  Turbus  was  confecrated  bifhop  of  Norwich  in  1 146, 
and  died  about  1175. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  thofe  nuns  were  introduced  to  Thet- 
ford,  feveral  benefadlions  were  fettled  on  them  by  noble  per- 
fonages. 

Matilda  marchionefs  of  England,  countefs  of  Norfolk  and 
Warren,  in  her  widowhood  gave  to  God,  the  Blefled  Mary*, 
the  church  of  St.  George  in  Thetford,  and  the  nuns  there,, 
the  yearly  rent  of  three  marks  of  filver  out  of  her  mill  near 
her  houfe  at  Ceftreford  in  Eifex,  towards  cloathing  them. 
Roger  Bigot  earl  of  Norfolk,,  and  others,  were  witnefies  to 
that  grant 

In  1214,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bury  gave  to  the  nuns- 
in  perpetual  alms  feven  loaves  and  two-pence  in  money,  to  be 
given  them  every  Sunday  by  their  almoner  for  the  corrody  of 
Margaret  No  line,  deceafed.  This  grant  was  written  in  letters 
of  gold,  with  the  king's  image*  depen  hied  in  iilver. 

In  1286,  Peter  de  Melding,  knt.  granted  for  the  health 
of  his  foul,  and  of  Joan  his  wife,  five  lliillings  yearly  rent  in 
Norwich  S. 

In  1359,  by  exchange  between  the  priorefs  and  the  prior 
of  the  monks  of  Thetford,  lands  in  Rougham  were  fettled  on 
the  nunnery  and  other  lands,  and  a  mill  on  the  prior*1. 

f  Maud  elded  filler  and  coheir  of  Walter  Marefchal  earl  of  Pembroke,  widow, 
of  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,  was  remarried  to  William  Plantagenet  earl 
Warren,  and  outlived  him,  as  appears  by  this  deed  without  date,  wherein  lhe 
ftyles  herfelf  Matilda,  “  Marefcalla  Anglim,  Comitiffa  Norf.  &  Warennre,  inr 
**  viduitute  mea  et  plena  poteiiate,  &c.  teflibus  dno  dno  Bigod  comire  Norf. 
iC  dnis  Rado  le  Bigot,  &c.”  See  the  deed  recited  at  length  in  Madox’s  Iliflory  of 
the  Exchequer,  page.  33.  This  corrects  Brook,  who,  in  his.account  of  William  *. 
Plantagenet,  fays  (he  died  three  years  before  her  husband. 

s  Norwich  deeds  inrolled  15  Ed,  I. 

h  Blomfield  p.  431. 

lilt 
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In  1597,  41  Ed.  III.  the  following  agreement  was  made 
between  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bury  and  the  nuns,  who 
received  certain  corrodics  of  the  abbot,  being  an  antient  do¬ 
nation,  for  which  they  fent  their  cart  and  fervants  every 
Sunday  ;  but  fometimes  it  happened  that  their  fervants  were 
robbed  of  their  liorfes  and  goods,  and  frequently  murdered  ;  at 
other  times,  though  conveyed  fafe,  they  were  not  approved  ; 
for  which  reafons  they  folicited  the  abbot  and  convent,  in 
order  to  avoid  fuch  dangers,  that  the  corrodies  which  they 
received  in  bread,  ale,  and  dreffed  provifions,  might  be 
changed  into  bread  corn,  barley,  and  money1.  After  the 
abbot  had  well  confidered  the  matter,  being  moved  with  com¬ 
panion  towards  thole  women,  he  thought  proper  to  grant 
their  requeft,  and  allowed  them  ten  quarters  of  bread  corn, 
twenty  quarters  of  barley,  and  three  pounds  two  fhillings  in- 
Head  of  corrodies,  in  the  places  and  at  the  times  following  : 

In  their  manor  of  Berton  Magna,  on  the  vigil  of  St.  An¬ 
drew,  three  quarters  and  four  bulhels  of  bread  corn. 

In  their  manor  of  Rifby,  on  the  vigil  of  the  Purification  of 
the  Blefied  Virgin  Mary,  three  quarters  and  four  bulhels. 

In  the  granges  of  the  almoner  at  Bury,  three  quarters  on 
the  feaft  of  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul. 

In  their  manor  of  Mildenhall,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Hilary, 
eight  quarters  of  barley. 

In  their  manor  of  Pakenham,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter,  four 
quarters 

In  their  manor  of  Mildenhall,  on  the  feaft  of  the  Anuncia- 
tion  of  the  Blefled  Mary,  four  quarters. 

/  f  «  .  • 

1  A  comb  of  wheat  was  valued  at  2s.  4d. 
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In  their  manor  of  Elveden,  on  the  feafl  of  St.  George,  four 
quarters. 

The  abbot  and  convent  further  granted,  that  thofe  quarters 
of  corn  fhould  be  the  produce  of  thofe  manors,  and  afligned 
to  the  nuns  at  the  above  mentioned  terms,  properly  dreffed 
and  honeftly  meafured ;  and  that  they  fhould  receive  of  the 
cellerer  yearly  fifty  two  fhillings,  on  the  feafls  of  the  Purifica¬ 
tion  and  of  St.John  Baptifl,  by  equal  portions  ;  alfo  ten  fhil¬ 
lings  of  the  almoner  on  the  fame  feafl  of  the  Purification, 
upon  condition  of  declaiming  all  right  to  their  ancient  corro-- 
dies,,  and  delivering. up  all  their  evidences  concerning  them  into 
the  abbot’s  hands..  If  it  happened  that  the  cellerer  or  almoner 
neglect  to  pay  and  deliver  thofe  portions  of  corn  and  money  at 
the  terms  fpecified,  he  fhould,  within  feven  days  next  fol¬ 
lowing,  at  his  own  cofl,  convey  the  fame  to  the  priory  at 
Thetford  ;  and  if  that  was  omitted,  he  was  obliged  to  pay 
double  the  portion. 

35  Ed.  III.  the  nuns  had  the  church  of  Livermere,  value 
I  ol.  per  annum,  appropriated  to  them ;  alfo  licence  to  take 
lands  in  Rough  am.  in.  Suffolk,  being  thirty  acres  and  one 
of  paflure. 

21  R.  II..  they  exchanged  Brandmill,  with  two  acres  of 
meadow,  for  five  acres  of  meadow,  and  forty-fix  fhillings 
and  eight-pence  rent  with  the  monks* 

It  appears  by  a  furvey  that  they  had  in  Well  Tofts  one  tene¬ 
ment,  anciently  called  Bray’s  clofe,  and  two  pightles,  alfo 
about  1 14  acres  of  landk. 

1400,  2  Henry  IV.  the  jury  on  a  writ  of  enquiry  of  ad 
quod  damnum,  find  that  the  king  would  not  be  prejudiced,  if 

k  MSS.  D.  N.. 
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Nicholas  Wicliingham  gave  to  this  priory  and  convent  one 
meliuage,  no  acres  of  land,  two  of  meadow  and  four  of 
pafture,  a  free  foldcourfe,  and  two  lilheries  in  Bernham  ;  and 
it  appears  they  had  a  grant  of  the  fame.  Witnefs  the  king  at 
W eftminfter,  June  12. 

I11  1416,  John  Auftin  rector  of  Wangford,  who  was  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  college,  gave  them  a  legacy. 

1 6  Henry  VI.  the  king  granted  licence  to  Alice  Wefenham, 
priorefs  of  the  nuns  of  St.  George,  to  fettle  the  chapel  of  St. 
Edmund  in  Lyng,  and  60  acres  of  land,  and  three  of  mea¬ 
dow,  on  Robert  Popy  rector  of  the  church  of  Lyng,  his  heirs 
and  lucceffors,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  paying  5s.  9df 
per  annum  ;  alfo  two  hens  to  the  priorefs  of  Thetford.  Wit¬ 
nefs  the  king  at  London,  June  20. 

The  nuns,  from  the  time  they  left  Lyng,  had  held  thefe 
revenues  in  capite  of  the  crown,  and  paid  a  chaplain,  who  is 
fometimes  called  prior  of  St.  Edmund’s  chapel;  but  for  feveral 
years  paft  the  priorefs  had  let  the  whole  to  the  rector  of  Lyng, 
who  lerved  in  the  chapel  and  received  rent  for  the  premifes, 
upon  which  he  claimed  only  to  pay  that  rent,  refilling  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  any  other  right  belonging  to  the  priorefs,  but  after 
a  long  fuit,  and  the  priorefs’s  recovery,  he  was  glad  to  come 
to  a  compolition,  the  king  licenced  the  priorefs  to  grant  the 
premifes  to  Popy  as  above,  and  the  penfion  was  paid  till  the 
diffolution. 

For  lands  and  a  foldcourfe  in  Moulton,  1 3s.  4d.  per  annum. 

For  houfes  and  lands  in  Bury,  1 8s.  6d. 


1  Four  marks. 
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The  monks  paid  for  lands  in  Faverton  field  30s.  per  annum, 
and  one  load  of  hay,  and  for  divers  lands  in  the  warren  of 
Weftwick  and  in  Thetford,  5I.  2s.  per  annum. 

The  priorefs  had  free  lands  in  Feltwell,  which  fhe  held  of 
the  abbot  of  Wendling’s  manor,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  court 
rolls,  1  Henry  V. 

They  had  alfo  in  Bury  one  meiTuage,  value  1 2d.  per 
annum. 

The  priorefs  of  Thetford  held  a  tenement  in  Fornham 
All  Saints,  as  appears  from  her  bringing  an  aCtion  againft 
John  Finchingfield,  for  withholding  the  rent  of  a  tenement 
there,  which  fhe  recovered,  with  23I.  damage m. 

They  had  alfo  pofieffions  in  Rowdham11. 

In  1499,  William  Fyfhere,  burgefs,  left  them  a  bene¬ 
faction. 

15 1 1,  Robert  Love,  burgefs,  gave  20s. 


m  Ex  Reg.  Cratfield  in  Rib.  Cotton.  Tiberius,  B.  IX. 

n  “  Thysindentur  made  the  xxvijth  daye  of  the  month  of  Julye,  in  the  xxvith 
yer  of  the  reign  of  ower  Sowereign  Lorde  Kynge  Henrye  the  Eighte,  between 
dame  Elyzabeth  Hoothe  pryoreffe  of  the  nunnes  of  Seynte  George  of  Thetford 
in  the  countye  of  Norfolk,  and  the  covent  of  the  fame  place  oon  thon  ptye, 
and  William  Brampton  of  Letton  in  the  countye  aforfevde  efquyer  oon  thother 
ptye,  wyteneffyth  that  the  fame  pryoreffe  with  th’  aflenc  and  confent  of  the 
fame  covent,  have  demyfed,  graunted,  and  to  ferme  lettyn  unto  the  fame  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  his  extors  and  aflignes,  all  theyr  londes  and  rents  wyth  theyr  appurts 
of  their  tenants  in  the  towne  and  foldes  of  Rowdeham  in  the  cowntye  of  Nor¬ 
folk  aforfeyde,  to  have  and  to  hold  unto  the  fame  Wylliam,  hys  extors  and 
affignsthe  feyde  londes  wyth  the  rentes  aforfevde,  as  it  apperythe  by  a  certeyn 
rentalle  fublcrybed  wyth  the  hande  of  the  fame  pryoreffe  the  daye  and  yer 
abovewrytten,  from  the  fell  of  the  natyvyte  of  Seynte  John  the  Bapteft  lad  pad, 
unto  th’  ende  and  time  of  fower  fkoore  yerys  next  enfuyng,  and  fullye  to  be 
complete,,  yeldyngand  payeng  therfor  yerly  unto  the  feyde  prioreffe  and  to  her 
fucceffors  twentye  penfe  of  lawfull  moneye  of  England,  at  the  fed  of  Seynte 
John  the  Bapted  as  aforfeyde  ” 

Penes  Petrum  Le  Neve,  Norroy,  1718. 
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When  Henry  VI.  taxed  the  religious  houfes,  thefe  nuns 
certified  that  their  revenues  in  Heigham  and  Thetford 
deanries,  Norfolk,  and  in  Thetford,  Thingo  and  Clare  deanries* 
Suffolk,  were  much  decreafed  by  the  late  mortality,  and  thofe  in 
Cranwich  deanry  by  inundations,  and  had  fo  continued  from 
1349,  anc^  they  were  therefore  excufed. 

Speed  and  Weever  fay,  that  this  monaftery  was  valued  at 
the  diffolution  at  50I.  9s.  8d.  but  Dugdale  and  Tanner  only 
40I.  ns.  ado 


PRIORESSES0. 

Cecilia  was  the  firft  priorefs  who  came  with  her  nuns  from 
Lyng. 

Agnes,  38  Henry  III.  1253. 

Elen  de  Berdwell,  March  8,  1310,  7  kal.  March,  1312. 

Margaret  Bretoun,  June  6,  1329. 

Beatrix  de  Lyflon,  June  1330. 

Dametta  de  Bakethorp,  April  13,  1339  ;  fhe  had  been 
fub-priorefs;  and  October  21,  1390,  the  convent  granted  a 
licence  to  Edmund  Walter,  redtor  of  Livermere  Parva,  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  relignation  of  this  ladyP,  being  fuperannuated  ;  and 
the  day  following,  William  C  rat  field,  abbot  of  Bury,  gave 
them  licence  to  eledt  another  priorefs.  And  on  the  28th  of 
the  fame  month,  Margaret  Campleon,  fub-priorefs,  was 
elected,  and  prefented  to  the  abbot,  who  approved  the  elec¬ 
tion,  and  fent  to  Henry  bifliop  of  Norwich  to  have  it  con¬ 
firmed.  This  lady  refigned  1418,  and  the  convent,  without 
any  licence  from  the  abbot,  elected 

*  Tanner’s  colledions. 

p  Blomfield  fays,  fhe  refigned  into  the  hands  of  Elizibcth  Jenny,  third  priorefs 
and  prefidentof  thishoufe,  who  calling  the  nuns  together,  declared  the  vacancy, 
and  lent  for  a  licence  to  elect  another  priorefs. 

Margaret 
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Margaret  C hikering;  but  that  irregular  proceeding  was 
very  much'  difapproved  by  the  abbot.  The  nuns,  conscious 
of  their  error,  judged  it  neceffary  to  fupplicate  the  abbot  for 
pardon,  and  for  that  purpofe  they  deputed  Helen  Hardingham 
and  Alice  Wefenham,  their  proxies,  July  19,  1418,  who 
went  and  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  abbot,  and  with 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  female  eloquence,  in  the  moil  humble 
manner,  follicited  his  forgivenefs  and  approbation,  by  which 
means  they  had  the  election  confirmed.  After  the  death  of 
Margaret,  they  proceeded  regularly  in  the  election  of 

Alice  W efenham,  November  27,  1420, 

Margery  Copping  was  priorefs  November  25,  1466. 

Johanna  Eyton,  December  22,  1477. 

Elizabeth  Mownteney,  September  15,  1498 — 1514;  ihe 
died  April  20,  1518,  and  was  buried  at  Banham  with  her 
an  ce  dors. 

Elizabeth  Gournay,  1518. 

Sarah  Froft,  June  3,  1519,  collated  by  the  bifhop  for 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  nuns  to  make  an  election; 
fire  was  fworn  to  alienate  nothing,  nor  make  any  feofments 
to  the  detriment  of  the  houfe  now  in  a  declining  flate  by 
former  alienations.  She  occurs  1526. 

Elizabeth  Hethe  or  Hoothe,  1532.  She  had  a  penfion  al¬ 
lowed  her  of  5I.  per  annum.  She  lived  to  a  great  age,  and 
ended  her  days  in  the  parifli  of  St.  James  in  Norwich,  being 
upwards  of  100  years  old. 

An  account  of  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  thefc  eledhons 
from  the  regifler  of  William  Cratfield,  abbot  of  St,  Edmund,  in 
the  Cotton  Library,  Tiberius  B.  ix.  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  the  reader: 

“  Be  it  manifefl  to  all  by  thefe  prefents,  that  we  Helen  Hard¬ 
ingham,  fub-priorefs  of  the  nuns  of  Thetford  and  the  priory 

P  2  in 


THE  HISTORY 


108 

in  that  place,  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedict  in  the  diocefe  of 
'Norwich,  ordain  and  appoint  our  beloved  in  Chrift,  John 
Skinner,  redtor  of  St.  Peter’s  church  in  Thetford,  our  procu¬ 
rator  and  fpecial  meftenger,  giving  to  him  our  procurator,  ex- 
prefs  command  and  fpecial  authority  to  requeft  of  the  right 
reverend  father  in  Chrift,  William,  by  the  divine  permiffion 
abbot  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Edmund  in  Bury,  in  the  fame 
diocefe,  our  patron,  leave  to  eledt  another  priorefs  of  our  faid 
priory,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  memorable  Margaret 
Chikering  the  late  priorefs  ;  and  to  obtain  the  laid  licence,  to¬ 
gether  with  every  thing  necelfary  on  this  occalion,  by  the 
faid  John,  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged,  8cc.  In  tefti- 
mony  whereof  we  put  our  common  feal,  dated  November  14, 
1420.” 

Then  follows  a  licence  from  the  abbot  to  eledt  a  priorefs  : 

“  William  by  divine  permiffion,  abbot  of  the  monaftery  of 
St.  Edmund,  by  no  means  belonging  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
of  the  order  of  St.  Benedidt  in  the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  patron 
and  founder  of  the  conventual  church  of  the  nuns  of  St. 
George  in  Thetford,  beloved  of  us  in  Chrift;  to  the  fub- 
priorefs  or  preftdent,  and  to  the  convent  of  the  fame  church, 
health,  grace,  and  bleffing.” 

“  On  your  behalf  we  have  been  humbly  fupplicated,  that 
fince  your  church  hath  been  deftitute  of  confolation,  by  the 
natural  death  of  Margaret  Chikering,  the  laft  priorefs  of  good 
memory,  we  judge  it  proper  to  grant  you  licence  to  eledt  a 
priorefs,  and  being  favourably  inclined  to  your  intreaties,  we 
give  you  liberty,  commanding  that  you  chufe  for  a  priorefs 
one  that  is  devoted  to  God  and  will  be  ufeful  to  your  church 
and  faithful  to  our  patronage.  In  teftimony  whereof  we  have 
caufed  our  letters  to  be  made  patent. 

“  Dated  at  Elmfwell,  November  1 5,  the  year  above  written.” 

The 
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The  following  is  a  letter  to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  re¬ 
quiring  him  to  confirm  the  election  : 

u  To  the  reverend  father  in  Chrift,  John,  by  the  grace  cf 
God  bifhop  of  Norwich,  William  by  the  fame  perm  iff  on, 
abbot  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Edmund  in  Bury,  by  no  means 
belonging  to  the  Roman  church,  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedict, 
in  your  diocefe,  with  all  due  honour  and  reverence  to  luch  a 
father,  it  becomes  you  to  know,  that  an  election  hath  been 
lately  made  in  the  conventual  church  of  St.  George,  of  our 
foundation  and  patronage,  and  of  the  order  and  diocefe  before 
mentioned,  of  Alicia  Wefenham,  by  the  prefentation  of  that 
houfe,  to  which  we  have  given  our  aifent,  and  appointed  her  to 
be  priorefs  of  that  place ;  now  we  deli  re  you  fo  far  as  it  be¬ 
longs  to  your  office,  and  epifcopal  authority,  in  this  reafon- 
able  affair,  to  give  your  charitable  approbation.” 

No  charge  was  brought  againft  the  nuns  of  this  houfe  at 
the  diflolution  ;  they  all  defired  to  be  difcharged,  except  the 
priorefs.  Margaret  Legget  confeffed  lhe  had  been  incon¬ 
tinent  °1. 

Catherine  de  Tudenham  was  buried  in  the  nunnery  church,, 
May  1 383 r. 

At  the  diflolution  the  king  leafed  the  fcite  and  pofleffions  to 
Richard  Fulmerfton  for  21  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
2I.  3s.  4d.  and  1540  he  had  an  ablolute  grant  of  it,  and  all 
its  lands,  with  a  foldcourfe  for  300  flieep  in  Bodefling,  a 
field  of  arable  called  Campfields  in  Thetford,  and  other  reve¬ 
nues  in  Foulden,  &c.  all  held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice. 

The  houfe  continued  much  in  the  fame  Rate  as  it  was 
left  by  the  nuns,  till  the  year  1737  ;  the  common  hall, 

q  tc  Piioratus  monialium  de  Thetford.  Margareta  Legget  fatetur  incontinen- 
tiarti.  Petunt  omnes  exonerari  excepta  prior  ifia.” 

r  Reg.  Hcydon. 

*  See  before  page  12,  note  r. 
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vaults,  butteries,  remained  entire;  with  chapel,  reading 
deik,  partition  at  the  altar,  and  the  nuns  gallery.  The 
chapel  had  a  vaulted  roof  of  two  groined  arches,  a  large 
arch  at  the  fide,  and  a  large  elegant  eah  window  over  the 
altar.  It  is  now  converted  into  a  brewhoufe  and  hrongly 
buttreffed.  Within  it  were  feveral  hones  with  erodes  on 
them,  which  probably  were  laid  over  fome  of  the  prioreffes. 
When  the  old  building  was  taken  down,  feveral  pieces  of 
hone  coffins  and  monuments,  fome  with  arms  upon  them, 
were  taken  out  of  the  ruins.  Several  of  thefe  1  ketch ed  by  Mr. 
Martin,  and  here  engraved,  have  been  fmee  broken,  and  the 
fragments  worked  up  in  the  walls  of  the  yard.  The  font 
carried  out  into  the  yard,  where  it  ferved  to  feed  cattle,  is  here 
engraved  from  Mr.  Martin’s  drawing,  but  has  been  fmee  loh. 
In  an  old  wall  at  the  back  of  the  chapel  is  fixed  a  hone  with 


thefe  letters  Cf2  H  I*  ^ie  was  at  firft 

fitted  up  as  apartments,  but  has  been  for  a  long  time  con¬ 
verted  into  a  barn.  A  noble  pointed  arch  on  round  cluher- 
ed  columns  with  Saxon  capitals,  opens  into  the  fouth  tran- 
fept.  The  weft  door  which  was  fmall  is  flopped  up,  as  are 
the  windows  on  the  north  fide,  whole  buttreffes  are  adorned 
with  erodes  fet  in  hint.  AH  the  evidences  belonging  to  the 
nuns  were  preferred  in  a  cheh  which  hood  in  the  long  gal¬ 
lery,  a  fpacious  room  which  extended  through  the  whole  of 
the  north  fide  of  the  priory,  and  afforded  a  very  agreeable 
profpedl.  From  the  weh  window  the  nuns  had  a  view  of  the 
fields,  and  from  the  eah  of  their  grove,  fifhponds,  and  river. 

Sir  Edward  Clere  who  married  Frances,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Fulmerhon,  made  confiderable  alterations  in  the 
weh  front  of  the  houfe,  and  thereby  gave  it  a  more  agree¬ 
able  appearance;  he  alfo  caufed  an  avenue  to  be  opened  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  the  houfe  and  the  road,  which  contributed  much  both 
to  pleafantnefs  and  conveniency. 

The  old  houfe  is  now  utterly  demolifhed,  and  a  new  farm- 
houfe  erected  on  the  fate  with  the  old  offices ;  a  handfome 
porter’s  lodge  remains  with  four  towers,  and  correlponds  with 
a  gate  in  the  wall  of  the  garden,  now7  a  fquare  field. 

There  happened  within  this  houfe  an  unfortunate  event, 
which  gave  rife  to  feveral  chimerical  opinions  and  ill-founded 
fufpicions.  I  ffiall  infer!  the  real  matter  of  fa£t  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  who  was  a  native  of  Thetford,  and 
ever  defirous  of  informing  himfelf  v7ith  certainty  concerning 
every  thing  faid  to  have  happened  in  and  about  this  town: 

“  In  the  time  of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  lord  Dacre’s  only 
“  fon,  who  on  his  mother’s  marriage  with  the  duke  of  Nor- 
“  folk  became  ward  to  that  peer,  and  w7as  committed  to  the 
u  care  of  his  intimate  friend  Sir  Richard,  vras  killed  by  a  fall 
u  off  a  wooden  horfe,  in  a  long  gallery  which  yet  remains  in 
u  the  fame  houfe  entire,  and  fome  will  tell  you  the  blood  is 
“  Rill  to  be  feen  upon  the  wall  againft  which  the  youth’s 
u  brains  were  daffied  out,  to  which  I  think  no  credit  is  to  be 
“  given,  having  often  feen  the  place  myfelf,  but  it  is  very 
“  likely  this  was  the  room,  as  being  fitteit  for  the  exercife  of 
“  vaulting.” 
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IN  the  year  of  our  Lord  1104%  from  the  martyrdom  of 

king  Edmund  204,  from  the  Norman  conqueft  37,  and 
in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  the  Cluniac 
monks  were  introduced  at  Thetford  by  Roger  Bigot,  who  was 
a  man  of  great  power  and  reputation  during  the  reigns  of  the 
two  Williams.  Upon  review  of  his  life  he  conceived  that  he 
had  not  duly  difcharged  the  honourable  and  important  offices  „ 
which  were  affigned  him ;  therefore  he  formed  a  defign  to  go 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem,  that  he  might  make  fome  atone¬ 
ment  for  his  fins,  and  pay  his  tribute  of  adoration  to  the  uni- 
verfal  parent  in  that  once  holy  city,  and  Rand  on  the  fame 
ground  where  his  Saviour  Rood.  When  he  acquainted  his 
friends  with  his  purpofe,  they  were  greatly  affebted,  exceed¬ 
ingly  lamented  he  Ihould  propofe  fo  hazardous  a  journey, 
and  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  his  departure.  After 
feveral  conferences  upon  his  intention,  Elbran  his  Reward, 
a  man  of  good  character  and  an  excellent  lawyer,  determined 
to  expoRulate  with  him,  and  try  to  diffiiade  him  from  his 
intended  pilgrimage.  He  advifed  him  to  apply  that  money 
which  he  muR  expend  during  the  courfe  of  his  pilgrimage  to 

1  A.  D.  1104  and  4  Henry  I.  conftruehim  eft  monafterium  B.  Mariae  apud 
Thetford.  Excerpta  ex  Reg.  Bermondfey  per  F.  Thynne.  The  Monafticon 
dates  it  1105. 
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build  a  monaftery,  and  place  therein  perfons  of  virtuous  and 
religious  character,  who  Ihould  pray  for  him  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  to  the  end  of  time,  adding  he  fliould  fee  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  what  the  Evangelift  laid,  “  Give  alms  of  fuch  things  as 
you  have,  and  behold  all  things. are  clean  unto  you;”  alio 
“  Make  unto  yourfelves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrigliteoul- 
nefs,  that  when  ye  fail  they  may  receive  you  into  ever- 
lading  tabernacles.”  By  acting  thus  the  mind  would  make  a  true 
and  effectual  pilgrimage,  and  meet  with  approbation  in  heaven 
and  earth.  When  Roger  Bigot,  had  heard  thofe  arguments  of 
Etbran,  he  in  all  humility  alfented  to  what  he  propofed,  and 
laying  afide  his  intention  of  going  to  Jerufalem,  began  to 
confider  in  what  manner  he  fliould  proceed  to  execute  this 
new  delign.  After  he  had  conlulted  fome  prudent  per¬ 
fons,  he  took  the  advice  of  a  certain  monk  named  William 
de  Walfam,  and  refolved  to  apply  to  Hugh  abbot  of  Cluny,  by 
the  venerable  Lanzo  abbot  of  Lewes,  defiring  him  to  fend 
monks  of  his  order  whom  he  knew  to  be  men  of  honour  and 
virtue,  adding  that  he  would  provide  a  monaftery  for  them 
on  his  own  land.  But  the  abbot  of  Cluny,  though  he  ap¬ 
proved  his  propofal,  thought  it  imprudent  to  fend  monks 
who  received  their  education  in  Burgundy  into  England, 
where  they  mult  be  unacquainted  both  with  the  cuftoms  and 
language  of  the  country.  He  gave  this  advice  to  Lanzo,  that 
great  care  fliould  be  taken  to  chufe  men  of  probity  and  good 
morals,  and  farther  enjoined  him  to  be  himfelf  prior  of  that 
abbey,  which  the  noble  Roger  Bigot  was  determined  to  erect, 
and  he  demanded  a  mark  of  filver  yearly,  as  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  dependence  on  the  abbey  of  Cluny.  Upon  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Lanzo,  Roger  Bigot  having  obtained  the  king’s  leave, 
by  the  advice  of  Anfelm  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  of  Her¬ 
bert  late  biftiop  of  Thetford,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 

Q  .  nobilitv 


T  HE  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 


114 

nobility  of  the  realm,  began  to  build  at  Thetford,  that  an^ 
dent  and  royal  dty,  celebrated  for  the  number  of  its  churches^ 
and  good  charader  of  its  inhabitants,  the  boundary  between 
the  two  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  in  a  fruitful  and 
healthy  fituatipn,  on  the  banks  of  a  river.  He  began  to  • 
build  cells  for  the  monks  round  the  church  of  the  Bleffed 
Virgin  Mary,  which  he  procured,  with  all  the  lands  thereto 
belonging,  by  exchange  with  Richard,  fon  of  bifliop  Arfafl, 
whofe  inheritance  it  was,  and  an  ancient  epifcopal  fee.  This  - 
exchange  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry.  When  the  of¬ 
fices  were  flnifhed,  which  were  only  of  wood,  Lanzo  fent 
twelve  monks  who  were  men  of  ftrid  morals,  and  made  Mai- 
god,  aperfonof  primitive  fimplicity,  their  prior.  After  they 
were  come  to  London,  they  were  met  by  two  perfons,  who 
conducted  them  with  all  due  honour  and  reverence  to  Thet¬ 
ford,  where  they  were  joyfully  received  by  Roger  and  many 
people  of  diftindion  from  the  neighbouring  counties,  on  the 
day  of  the  tranflation  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours.  About  nine . 
of  the  clock  in  the  evening  they  all  entered  into  the  church 
of  St.  Mary,  formerly  the  cathedral  of  the  Eaft  Anglian 
bifhops.  As  the  inhabitants  of  .  Thetford  were  made  borrow-- 
ful  on  the  removal  of  the  fee  to  Norwich,  they  now  rejoiced 
in  having  a  fociety  of  devout  men  coming  to  refide  among 
them,  by  whofe  prayers  and  converfation  they  hoped  to  obtain 
mercy  of  God.  From  that  day  the  monks  began  their  courfe 
there,  and  Roger,  by  the  diredion  of  Malgod,  fpent  three., 
years  in  building  the  new  monaftery  within  the  town.  Lanzo 
afterwards  removed  Malgod  from  Thetford,  and  fent  in  his 
place  one  Stephen,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  piety,  de¬ 
fended  from  noble  parents,  an  excellent  fcholar,  who 
had  taken  upon  him  the  habit  of  a  monk  in  Burgundy, 
Jbefore  Hugh  abbot  of  Cluny.  The  great  expedations  formed 

from 
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from  a  man  of  fuch  endowments j  were  fully  anfwcred. 
During  the  time  he  redded  in  Burgundy,  he  engaged  the  af¬ 
fection  of  his  monks  by  his  preaching  and  prudent  behaviour, 
fo  that  they  were  greatly  afflicted  upon  hearing  that  he  was 
to  be  removed  to  Thetford.  Lanzo  endeavoured  to  comfort 
them,  by  alluring  them  it  was  the  command  of  Hugh  abbot 
of  Ciuny ;  that  fuch  a  man  was  abfolutely  necefflary  to  prefide 
over  the  monks  in  Thetford;  and  that  he  was  requeued  by 
Roger  Bigot,  who  was  next  to  the  king  in  power  and  dignity 
to  part  with  him,  not  without  hope  that  he  might  foon  be 
reftored  to  them.  This,  in  fome  ineafure,  pacified  them  ; 
but  hill  they  parted  not  from  him  but  with  tears.  When  the 
worthy  man  was  come  to  Thetford,  where  he  was  joyfully  re¬ 
ceived,  he  found  the  newly  erecRed  monaftery  too  confined,  and 
too  much  furrounded  by  the  houfes  of  the  townfmen,  to  be  a 
proper  habitation  for  monks.  He  prefently  made  applica¬ 
tion  to  William  de  Albini,  one  of  the  king’s  council,  who 
had  married  the  daughter  of  Roger  Bigot,  to  prevail  on 
his  father-in-law  to  remove  the  monaftery  out  of  the  town 
into  a  more  fpacious  and  commodious  place  on  the  river  fide'. 
This  propofal  of  Stephen,  though  it  was  difagreeable  to  many, 
and  even  to  fome  of  the  monks,  had  the  deli  red  effecR. 
William  de  Albini  prevailed  on  his  father-in-law  to  agree  to 
it.  King  Henry  alfo  highly  approved  the  defign,  and  com¬ 
manded  Roger  to  proceed  and  execute  fo  laudable  an  under¬ 
taking.  An  extenfive  pleafant  fpot  was  pitched  upon  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  with  his 
own  hands,  broke  up  the  ground  for  the  foundation,  which 
was  carried  on  with  great  affiduity,  and  at  a  confiderable 
depth,  on  account  of  the  fandy  foil.  Roger  Bigot  and 
Stephen,  attended  by  many  of  the  nobility,  laid  the  firffl 
flones.  Roger  engaged  before  them  all  that  he  would  finifh 
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that  edifice  at  his  own  expence.  He  gave  fifteen  pounds  to- 
carry  on  the  work,  and  ordered  the  prior  to  take  two  monks- 
to  a  Hi  ft  him  after  the  feaft  of  the  blefTed  Virgin.  Roger  alfo 
appropriated  one  of  his  manors  towards  the  lupport  of  the 
monks,  and  contrary  to  his  ufual  haughtinefs,  with  great  hu¬ 
mility  and  devotion  declared  that  his  monaftery  fhould  be 
fubjeft  to  no  lord  but  the  abbot  of  Gluny 11 .  All  this  happened 

eight; 


"  The  foundation  charter  runs  as  follows:  ? 

cc  Ego  Rogerus  Bygot,  concilio  domini  mei  Henrici  illuftris  regis,  8c. 
uxoris  ejus  Matildis  regince,  &  domini  Hereberti  epifcopi,  Sc  uxoris  mear 
Adeliciae,  Sc  hominum  meorum,  pro  communi  falute  Sc  remedio  an im arum: 
noftrarum,  et  pro  anima  domini  VVillielmi  regis  fenioris  8c  uxoris  fum  Matildis. 
reginte  Sc  filii  eorum  Willielmi  regis  ;  necnon  pro  falute  liberorum  fuorum, 
dono  domino  Deo  Sc  beatte  Marine  femper  virgini,  beatis  apoflolis  Petro  8c 
<(  Paulo  8c  ecclefias  Climiacenfi  ecclefiam  qnam  apud-  Thetfordenfem  villam  in 
“  honore  ejufdem  beat! ffimce  femper  virginis  Marise  conflruere  Sc  edificare  caepi, 
cum  omnibus  quas  ad  eandem  ecclefiam  pertinent  quae  Osbertus  eidem  con- 
tulit,  et  quae  tenuit  tempore  regis  Edwardi,  Sc  cum  omnibus  qure  ego  8c  hteredes 
“  mei  inpraefentiariim  donavimus  &  qute  in  poflerum  donaturi  funt  haeredes  Sc 
<e  fuccefifores  noflri.  Ego  itaque  Roger  ns  Bygot  dono  imprimis  8c  reddo  rae- 
(l  ipfum  &  uxorem  meam  Adelyciam  8c  omnes  lib  eras  meos,  &c.  Deo  8c  ecclefiae 
<c  b.eatae  Marine  de  Thetford,  ficut  fratres  8c  benefactores  8c  advocatores  fepe- 
<{  liendos  in  line.  Quare  confirmo  diflie  ecclefiae  totam  terrain  quam  Alwi  tenet. 
u  in  Thetford,  ficut  earn  a  domino  rege  feniore  habui.  His  teflibus,  domino 
Hereberto  epifcopo,  Willielmo  8c  Gundulpho  epilcopo,  8c  Roberto  Bloet  epif- 
copo,  Aluredo  arcbidiacono,  8c  Gaufrido  archidiacono,  Rotoldo  comitis  filio, 
Ranulpho  cancellario,  8c  Eudone  dapifero,  Willielmo  Malet,  Euflachio  de 
Brettevill  8c  aliis,  cum  rex  moram  fecit  apud  Thetfordam,  ubi  &  hoc  ►R  fignum 
fanftae  crucis  8c  iigillum  fnum  in  teftimonium  appofuit.” 

Mon.  Ang.  I.  6 64,  ex  colled.  Jac.  Strangeman  in  Bib.  Cotton.  Vitel.  F.  iv. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Iienry  I. 

ci  H.  Dei  gratia  rex  Angline,  omnibus  baronibus  8c  fidelibus  fuis  Francis  8c 
Anglis  totius  Anglic,  falutem.  Sciatis  omnes  me  conceffifte  Deo  &  fco  Petro  de 
Cluniaco  8c  fee  Marine  de  Thedford,  quicquid  Rogerus  Bigotus  ei  dedit,  8c 
quicquid  in  antea  ipfi  ecclefiae  de  Tedford  meo  concilio  daturus  eft  *,  fcil’  in¬ 
tends  8c  decimis  8c  confuetudinibus  8c  omnibus  aliis  rebus.  Et  volo  Sc  prae- 
cipio  ut  bene  &  honorifice  ipfa  ecclefia  de  Tedfort  Sc  monaclii  ibi  Deo  fervi- 
entes  omnia  fua  teneant  ficut  melius  8c  quietius  8c  honorabiiius  ulla  ecclefia  & 
monachi  de  Cluniaco  fua  tenent  alicubi  in  regno  meo.  Teftibus  Roberto 
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eight  days  before  the  nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  ;  but,  fuch 
is  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  the  noble  founder  finifhed 
his  courfe,  univerfally  lamented,  on  the  eighth  day  after 
the  foundation  was  laid,  at  Ercfa,  now  called  NewcalUex,  10 
miles  from  Norwich.  When  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  heard 
of  his  deceafe,  he  fent  to  Thetford,  and  hurried  away  the  body 
to  Norwich,  notwithftanding  all  the  remonftrances  of  his  wife, 
and  friends.  The  prior  and  four  of  his  monks  immediately 
followed  him,  and  found  the  corps  laid  upon  a  bier,  in  order 
to  be  buried  in  Norwich  cathedral.  The  widow  and  friends  of 
the  deceafed.  immediately  went  to  Norwich  to  folicit  the 
bifhop  to  reflore  the  corpfe,;  that  it  might  be  interred  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  monallery  at  Thetford,  according  to  the  ex- 
prels  delire  of  the  deceafed,  a  little  before  he  expired  in  the 
prefence  of  the  prior  and  of  feveral  others.  The  bilhop  paid 
no  regard  to  their  intreaties,  and  politively  refuted  to  deliver 
up  the  corpfe.  They  then  fell  upon  their  knees,  and  ear- 
nellly  importuned  him  to  grant  their  requeft,  but  find- 

“  Bloet  epifcopo  Linolnite  &  Rogero  epifcopo  Salisberienfi  &  Waltero  can-* 
“  cellario  &  Hammone  dapifero&  Roberto  Mallet  camerario,  Ugone  de  Abetot. 
IC  Willielmo  de  Torneio  &  Willielmo  Reinis  &  Willielmo  de  Magnaville  apud 
if  liamefei  intranfitu  regis  in  proximadie  ante  fellura  fci  Valentini  martiris.” 

This  was  confirmed  by  Henry  III.  in  the  following  terms. 

“  Pro  meipfo  &  pro  infantibus  meis  St  omnibus  meis  parentibus  &  pro  data" 
“  regni  mei,  concedo  De>  &  fandse  Marirn  &  monachis  de  Thetford,  quicquid  eft' 
u  eis  donatum  in  eleemofina  &  donabitur  in  regno  meo,  &  quicunque  efie  volue- 
rint  monachi  cum  illis  Sc  jacere  in  cimiterio  fete  Marim  de  Thetford,  ad  finern 
“  fuum,  velin  monafteriis  eorum  quae  pertinent  ad  eccleiiam  prtedidae  fca:  Marias 
“  lihere  cum  omnibus  beneficiis  qua:  donaverint  eis;  Sc  defendo  quod  nullus  eos 
“  diflurbet  inde  •,  Sc  quicquid  olim  tenuerunt  teneant  cum  pace  &  honcre,  et  fi 
“  de  aliqua  re  quam  tenuiffent  fine  lite,  et  judicio  dilfelitte  fint  cito  reftituantur. 
Si  Igitur  prasdidi  monachi  habeant  in  Theodford,”  all  of  Roger  Bigot  the 
founder’s  gift;  pratum  quod  efb  juxta  caftellum,  Snarefhulla,  Culverdaftena, 
Silham  cum  ecclefia  &  omnibus  rebus,  quarta  pons  de  Chickeringes,  capellce  & 
ecclefia  de  Dereham,  ecclefia  &  decimte  de  Framingham  minor,  &  decimam  de 
Therflon  &  terrain  Roberti  de  Bois  de  Brokedifh  quam  dedit  eis  Ric.  de  Cadomoi 
x  Apud  Ercfdm ,  novo  nunc  caftro  nuncupate).  Jeffrey  MS. 
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iing  that  all  their  intreaties,  inftead  of  foftening  the  prelate, 
;ferved  only  to  enrage  hirnE,  the  prior  at  laft  brought  an 
action  for  the  body.  The  bilhop  alledged  upon  oatli,  that 
Roger  gave  himfelf  and  family  to  the  church  of  Norwich. 
The  monks  begged  pardon,  and  renounced  their  claim  before 
the  king  and  barons  at  Nottingham,  and  the  bifhop  cau fed 
the  body  of  Roger  to  be  interred  at  Norwich  z. 

After  the  death  of  Roger,  Stephen  met  with  fufficient  en¬ 
couragement  and  affiftance  to  carry  on  the  building  of  this 
monaftery.  fie  made  fo  capital  a  figure  in  this  grand  under¬ 
taking,  that  by  fome  authors  he  is  called  the  founder a. 

In  1 1 14k  the  monks  entered  their  new  monaftery  on  the 
feaftof  St.  Martin,  and  met  with  great  encouragement  for  a 
long  feries  of  years.  It  is  luppoled  that  the  firft  monaftery  of 
Cluniac  monks  in  England  was  founded  by  William  earl 
Warren,  at  Lewes,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
to  whom  he  was  related,  if  not  his  fon-in-law.  All  the 
houfes  of  Cluniac  monks  in  this  kingdom  had  fuch  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  abbey  of  Cluny  in  Burgundy,  that  they  were 
feized  as  aliens  whenever  war  happened  between  England 

y  Here  the  account  drawn  up  by  Jeffery  prior  of  Thetford  ends.  MSS.  in 
Bib.  C.  C.  C.  Cant.  The  remainder  of  the  hiftory  is  compleated  from  the  re- 
gifter  of  Norwich  cathedral,  lib.  3,  f.  56. 

z  Dugd.  Bar.  I.  32.  Weever,  p.  829;  and  older  writers,  milled  by 
the  foundation  charter,  affert  that  Roger  Bigot  was  buried  at  Thetford.  Of* 
•dericns  Vitalis,  p.  833,  gives  us  this  epitaph  over  him  there  : 

u  Clauderis  exiguo  Rogere  Bigote  fepulchro, 
u  Et  rerum  cedit  portio  parva  tibi. 

“  Divitiae,  fanguis,  facundia,  gratia  regain, 

“  Intereunt,  mortem  fallere  nemo  poteft, 

“  Divitias  mentes  fubvertunt  ;  erigat  ergo 
“  Te  pietas,  virtus,  confiliumque  Dei.'’ 

*  A.  D.  1 106,  fuit  introdudio  monachorum  apud  Thetford,  &  dominus  St£~ 
phanus  fundator  ibidem  fadus  eft  prior  primus.  Reg.  Bermond.  ut  lup. 

b  A.  D.  1 1 14,  monachi  Thetford  intraverunt  fuam  novam  eccleliam  in 
fefto  S.  Martini.  Ib. 

and 
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and  France  ;  but  this  being  granted  during  the  feizure  to 
their  patron  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  did  not  fuffer  fo  much  as  other 
houfes,  and  at  lalf,  by  their  intereft,  they  obtained  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  being  called  and  reputed  Indigence,  5  Ed.  Ill c.  In 
order  to  obtain  this  privilege  of  being  naturalized,  the  prior 
and  monks  applied  to  king  Edward, ,  imploring  his  protec¬ 
tion,  fetting  forth  the  difficulties  and  hardfhips  they  laboured 
under  on  account  of  their  being  reputed  foreigners, .  whereas 
they  all  were  free-born  Englifhmen,  and  hoped  no  greater 
burden  fhouid  be  laid  on  them  than  on  other  religious  focieties 
within  this  realm  d.  They  had  very  great  advantages,  being 
fubjedt  to.  no  bifhop,  blit  only  to  the  Pope  and  his  legates,  -j 
and  to  the  abbot  of  Cluny. 

Henry  II.  was  at  Thetford,  and  confirmed  the  charters  of  his 
grandfather  Henry  I.  and  other  founders,  whofe  benefactions 
are  recited  at  large  in  his  charter e. 

1236  the  abbot  of  Cluny  complained  to  the  king  again  ft 
earl  Roger,  that  he  would  not  .permit  him  to  vifit  this  monas¬ 
tery,  which  was  a  daughter  of  his  church  of  "Cluny,  and  ? 
where  he  claimed  to  put  in  the  prior  ;  but  after  a  fuit,  the  vifi- 
tation  was  adjudged  to  the  prior,  and  the  patronage  to  the  earl.  - 
Matthew  Paris  relates  a  melancholy  event  which  happened 
in  this  monaftery  about  the  year  1248  !  .  The  prior,  who  - 
was  a  Savoyard,  and  affumed  upon  being  a  relation,  -or  at 
lead  countryman,  of  the  queen  of  England,  invited  two  of 
his  brothers  to  pay  him  a  vifit  at  his  monaftery  ;  one  named  * 
Bernard,  was  a  knight,  the  other  Guifcard,  a  debauched  clerk  Sk- 

I 

c  See  Pat.  50  E.  III.  p.  1.  Pat.  3.  R.  II.  p.  2.  m.  i2» 
d  Script.  81,  ex  Archivis  Turris  Londinenfis. 
c  Mon.  Ang.  I.  6c»6. 
f  Matt.  Paris,  p.  752. 
s  Clericus  monftruofus . 
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It  was  their  common  practice  to  glut  themfelves  with  the 
heft  and  moft  delicate  pro  villons  and  wines  till  the  morning 
began  to  dawn,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  duties 
of  the  houfe,  or  the  other  monks  w  ho  had  been  engaged 
in  the  proper  labours  of  the  day.  Bernard,  more  fober 
than  the  other,  retired ;  but  the  infatiable  appetite  of  the 
.other  continued  thefe  indulgencies,  till  the  prior,  having 
wafted  the  revenues  of  the  houfe,  and  expo  fed  himfelf  by 
his  exceffes,  was  reproached  with  great  freedom  by  one  of  his 
monks,  wdiom  he  had  lately  invited  from  Cluny.  In  return 
the  prior  determined  to  expel  him.  The  monk  exafpe- 
yated  by  his  harfli  language,  accompanied  with  oaths  and. 
imprecations,  was  worked  up  to  Inch  diabolical  rage,  that 
regardlefs  of  the  lavrs  of  God  and  man,  and  the  fanctity  of 
.the  place,  he  fell  on  the  prior,  and  with  his  knife  dab¬ 
bed  him  in  the  belly  that  his  bow'els  fell  out,  and  before 
fhe  unhappy  man  could  call  out  for  help,  repeated  his  blows 
till  he  had  difpatched  him.  The  perpetrator  of  the  horrid 
deed  was  prefently  apprehended,  and  at  the  inftances  of  the 
queen  the  king  commanded  that  the  execrable  wretch  fhould 
be  bound  with  chains  and  confined  in  the  deepeft  and  darkeft 
dungeon  in  Norwich  caftle.  The  hiftorian  concludes  the 
difrnal  ftory  with  exculpating  the  whole  fraternity  by  this  line 
-of  the  heathen  poet : 

Par  cite  paucorum  diffundere  crimen  in  omnes . 

In  Benet  college  library  I.  x.  6,  is  a  fentence  of  excommu¬ 
nication  by  Robert  de  Totebrygge,  commiftary  of  the  biftiop  of 
Norwich,  againft  thofe  who  fpoilcd  this  monaftery,  Feb.  2, 

1358- 

Roger  Bigot,  founder  and  patron  of  this  monaftery,  was 
Succeeded  by  William  Bigot  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  drown¬ 
ed 
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ed  with  the  children  of  king  Henry  I.  being  then  Reward  of 
the  houfhokl ;  to  whom  fucceeded  Hugh  Bigot  his  brother, 
the  firft  earl  of  Norfolk.  He  was  buried  in  Thetford  abbey, 
in  the  year  1178.  Roger  his  fon  fucceeded  him  in  title  and 
eftate,  and  was  here  buried  5  H.  III.  To  him  fucceeded  Hugh 
his  fon,  alfo  buried  here  1225.  To  him  fucceeded  Roger  his 
fon,  alfo  buried  here  54  If.  III.  To  him  fucceeded  Roger  the 
fourth,  his  nephew,  who  29  Ed.  I.  conftituted  the  king 
heir  both  to  his  honours  and  eftates  for  want  of  heirs  male, 
and  dying  in  the  35th  of  that  reign  was  here  burled  by 
his  firft  wife.  By  reafon  of  that  gift,  the  honours  and  eftates 
being  veiled  in  the  crown,  Edward  II.  in  the  fixth  year  of  his 
reign,  gave  all  the  titles  and  eftates  of  the  faid  Roger  Bigot 
to  Thomas  de  Brotherton  his  brother,  who  had  thereby  the 
patronage  of  this  abbey.  He  died,  leaving  two  daughters, 
Margaret  married  to  John  de  Segrave,  and  Alice  married  to 
Edward  Montacute.  The  eldeft  Margaret,  afterwards  duchels 
of  Norfolk,  had  the  patronage  of  the  abbey,  being  by  the 
death  of  her  lifter  foie  heir  to  her  father ;  and  by  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  the  faid  Margaret,  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  this  monaftery,  as  well  as  the  title  of  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  came  to  the  family  of  the  Mowbrays  in  the  time  of 
Richard  II. 

John  lord  Mowbray,  her  great  grandfon,  earl  marfhal  of 
England,  lord  Segrave  and  Gower,  and  duke  of  Norfolk,  was 
here  entombed,  1461 ;  as  was  Eleanor  his  wife,  daughter  of 
William  lord  Bourchier,  and  lifter  of  Henry  Rourchier  earl  of 
Eftex. 

John  their  fon,  created  earl  Warren  and  Surry  by  Henry 
VI.  in  the  29th  year  of  his  reign,  as  heir  to  Elizabeth,  eldeft: 
daughter  of  Richard.  Fitz  Alan,  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry,  was 
alfo  buried  here  1475. 

John  Howard,  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Howard,  and  Margaret, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk  in 

R  right 


122 


T  H  E  HIS  T  O  R  Y 

rip-ht  of  his  mother,  and  flain  in  Bofwortli  field  with  Ri~ 
chard  III.  was  here  interred  1485. 

Thomas  Howard,  lecond  duke  of  Norfolk,  fon  of  the  faid 
John,  was  buried  in  this  monaftery  1524*1,  with  his  fecond 
wife  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  Tilney.  By  his  will,  dated  ult . 
May,  1520,  he  appointed  a  tomb,  with  the  figure  of  himfelf  and 
duchefs,  to  be  erected  here,  allowing  for  the  expence  jT,  132. 
6  s.  8  d.  The  ceremonial  of  his  funeral,  and  the  tablet  affixt 
to  his  monument,  may  be  feen  in  Weever  834.  Dugd.  Bar.  II. 
268.  the  Appendix,  N°  XI.  His  great  grandfon  Henry  Howard 
has  preferved  an  extraordinary  accident  that  fell  out  at  his  fu¬ 
neral  ;  fo  violent  a  fear  furprifed  all  the  multitude,  being  very 

h  The  account  of  his  death  and  funeral  is  thus  entered  in  the  regifter  of  But- 
ley  abbey,  late  in  the  hands  of  Peter  le  Neve,  now  of  Mr.  A  file  : 

Fol.  38.  An  Dhi  ml  xxiiij10  A0  H.  VIII.  decimo  fexto  Revdiffim9  in  X° 

pater  Thomas  Wulley  cardinalis,  See.  Auguftinus  Prior. 
ObitusDucis  1  Dominus  Thomas  Howard,  dux  Norf*  nobiliffimus  xviii  die 
Norf.  J  menfis  Maij  in  fui  creatoris  manus  fpiritum  emifit  apud  caftrum 
de  Framlyngham,  qui  vite  fue  tempore  61  regi  fuo  fideliffimus, 
&  in  pluribus  majoralibus  aftibus  fauftiffimus  extitit,  &  xxij  die 
menfis  Junij  tunc  qox’  fequent’ apud  Thetford,  monachor’  mona- 
flerium,  bonorificentiffime  &  magnificentiffime  ejus  corpus  hu- 
matum  fuit,  prefent’  ibm  feptem  diverfis  dominis  temporal  ib’,duo- 
decim  militibus  cum  pluribus  generofis,  hoc  modo  &  forma. 
Prior  hujus  mon after ij  miflatn  de  sea  Maria  circa  horam  fextam 
pontificalibus  infignitus  celebravit,  miniftris  cum  hijs  dho  Dio- 
nifio  fuo  canonico  ad  eplam,  dno  Willmo  Melleford  priore  de 
Dodenafh  ad  evangelium,  dno  Thoma  Cooke  dc  VVodebrigge 
priore,  &  dho  Jobe  Colyn  de  Thetford  priore  canonicor’  capel- 
lanis :  sedam  vero  miftam  de  trinitate  celebravit  fuffiaganeus  8c 
prior  de  Weymundham  monach’  cum  diverfis  miniftris  j  tertiam 

vero  pro  defun<ftis  revdus  in  X°  pater  &  dfius  dnus . ^ 

epus  Elienfis  folemniffime  celebravit,  cujus  miniftri  ad  miftam 
fuere  venerabil’  in  X°  pater  Auguftin’  huj’  monafterij  prior  ad 
eplam  mitratus,  ad  evangelium  pfat*  fuffraganeus  fermocinator 

ibm  reverendus  in  X°  vir  fuffrageneus . voc’  doflor 

Makerell  f  albus  canonicus,  &  thema  ejus  fuit,  Ecce  vicit  leo  de 
tribu  Juda. 

Ext.  Et  antedklus  dnus  epus  Elienfis  toti  funerali  officio  interfuit. 

*  Nicholas  Wed.  f  A0 1537,  Dr,  Makarcll  was  hanged.  Stow  4'°  1611,  fol.  574. 
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'diligent  and  attentive  to  the  fermon  in  the  church  of  Thetford, 
as  all  ran  out  with  hafte,  leaving  the  preacher  alone  in  the  pulpit1. 

At  the  dillolution  his  remains  were  removed  to  Framling- 

*» 

ham,  and  his  tomb  deftroyed  ;  but  in  remembrance  thereof 
another  was  fuppoled  to  have  been  erected  in  Howard’s  cha¬ 
pel  in  Lambeth  church.  This  is  now  alfo  deftroyed,  but 
a  moft  beautiful  painting  of  it  is  contained  in  a  curious  hif- 
tory  and  pedigree  of  the  Howard  family,  with  their  monu¬ 
ments  executed  in  a  large  vellum  book  by  Henry  Lilly,  Rouge- 
Dragon  purfuivant,  who  died  1638,  now  in  pofteffion  of  the 
right  honourable  Spencer  Compton,  Earl  of  Northampton. 
His  effigy  is  there  reprefented  on  a  brafs  plate,  cumbent,  with 
his  arms,  and  his  head  refting  on  his  helmet  and  creft,  but  no 
infcription.  In  the  fame  chapel  was  alfo  buried  Agnes  Tilney 
his  lecond  duchefs,  for  whom,  as  well  as  for  Catherine  Brough¬ 
ton,  the  firft  wife  of  his  fon  Thomas  Lord  Howard  of  Effing¬ 
ham,  there  were  anciently  rich  tombs  with  their  effigies  in  the 
faid  chapel  at  Lambeth,  moft  beautifully  reprefented  in  the  faid 
hook  ;  but  thefe  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Howard  tombs  menti¬ 
oned  in  Aubrey’s  Surrey,  are  now  deftroyed.  Thomas  his 
fecond  fon  by  his  fecond  wife,  who  married  Lady  Margaret 
Douglas  neice  to  Henry  VIII.  and  died  in  the  Tower  under 
fentence  of  attainder,  Nov.  1,  1537,  was  alfo  buried  herek. 
His  grandaughter  Mary,  daughter  of  his  fon  Thomas  third 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  married  to  Henry  Fitz  Roy,  natural 
fon  to  king  Henry  VIII.  by  the  lady  Elizabetli  Talbois, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Blount,  knt.  and  widow  of  Gilbert  lord 
Talbois,  born  at  Blackmore  in  Eftex.  Fie  was,  at  the  age 
of  fix  years,  upon  the  1  8th  of  June,  17  Henry  VIII.  1525, 
firft  made  knight  of  the  garter,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  earl 
of  Nottingham,  and  the  fame  day  created  duke  of  Richmond 
and  Somerfet,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male,  with  the  fee  of  40I. 

1  Defenfative  againif  the  Poifon  of  fuppofed  Prophecies,  p.  1 1  9. 

*  Dugd.  Bar.  II.  2:68.  ex  Stowe’s  Annual. 
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per  annum  ;  the  ceremony  thereof  was  performed  at  the  royal 
palace  of  Bridewell,  in  the  city  of  London.  On  the  28th 
day  of  July  following,  he  was  conifituted  admiral  of  England, 
Ireland,  Normandy,  8cc.  and  1 9  Henry  VIII.  he  had  a  patent 
for  his  wardenlhip  of  the  ead,  well,  and  middle  marches  to¬ 
wards  Scotland.  The  lieutenancy  of  Ireland  was  alfo  granted 
him,  2-2  Henry  VIII.  but,  by  reafon  of  his  tender  years,  Sir 
William  Ske  ding  ton  was  conifituted  his  deputy.  And  having 
his  education  with  Henry  earl  of  Surry,  fil'd  at  Windfor,  af¬ 
terwards  in  Paris,  there  grew  a  very  intimate  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  thole  two  nobleman,  fo  that  the  duke  of  Richmond 
married  the  lady  Mary  his  liber,  (daughter  of  Thomas  Ho¬ 
ward,  third  duke  of  Norfolk)  but  dying  without  idue  at  St. 
James’s,  Webminber,  upon  the  29th  of  July,  1536,  2 8  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  being  then  about  17  years  of  age,  he  was  buried  in 
this  monahery.  The  king  mourned  for  him  a  long  time.  He 
was  a  prince  who  difcovered  early  attachment  to  martial 
atchievements  and  polite  literature,  on  which  the  learned  an¬ 
tiquary  Leland  compliments  him  in  an  hexadich  prefixed  to 
his  Colle6ianea,  vol.  V.  At  the  didblution  his  bones  were  re¬ 
moved  hence  to  Framlingham,  with  his  monument,  which 
now  bands  there  on  the  north  lide  of  the  altar.  It  has  no 
infcription  nor  effigies,  but  at  each  corner  is  a  figure  holding 
a  drield,  and  the  indruments  of  the  paffion  ;  the  cornice  is 
charged  with  compartments  of  Old  Tebament  hidory.  On  the 
north  fide  twice,  and  once  on  the  fouth,  are  his  wife’s  arms  in 
a  lozenge.  At  the  ead  and  wed  end,  and  twice  on  the  fouth  lide, 
his  arms,  England ,  with  a  baton  linider  and  Ealbois  on  a  fcutcheon 
of  pretence,  impaling  Howard,  alfo  England  with  Ealbois  in  a 
garter  ducally  crowned.  A  banner  of  his  arms,  impaled  under  a 
ducal  coronet,  with  thofe  of  the  lady  Mary  Howard,  is  depicted 
in  a  book  in  the  college  of  arms,  marked  I  2,  Standards,  &c. 
in  which  he  bears  France  and  England  quarterly,  within  a  bor¬ 
der  alfo  quarterly,  1  erminette,  2  and  3  compony  Or  and 
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Azure;  4  gobony,  Argent  and  Azure;  over  all,  a  baton  Unifier, 
Argent;  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence  quarterly,  Gules,  and  Vaire 
Or  and  Vert,  charged  with  a  lion  rampant,  Argent ;  on  a  chief 
Azure,  a  caftle  between  two  bucks  heads  cabolfed,  Argent, 
T, albois .  His  wife’s  arms  are  alfo,  Howard,  with  the  augmen¬ 
tation;  2.  Brotherton ;  3.  Mowbray;  and  4.  Warren.  This 
banner  is  fupported  by  an  antelope,  Argent  bezanty,  horned, 
hoofed,  gorged  with  a  ducal  coronet,  and  chained,  Or.  The 
fame  arms  are  alfo  upon  his  Rail  in  St.  George’s  chapel  in 
Windfor  caflleh. 

Benefactors  to  Thetford  priory,  taken  from  the  regifter 
of  the  faid  priory,  in  the  Cotton  library,  ViteL  F.  4.  fince 
burnt. 

William  de  Albini  gave  all  his  rents  and  cuftoms  in 
Snarejbill ,  and  the  land  in  Kilverjlone,  which  Henry  I.  gave 
him,  for  the  fouls  of  the  Conqueror  and  Maud  his  queen  ;  for 
the  fouls  of  Roger  his  father  and  Amicia  his  mother, 
Maud  his  wife,  Nigel  his  brother,  his  own,  and  childrens  fouls. 

William  Vicecomes ,  fon  of  Robert,  gave  the  tithes  of  his 
mill  in  Kilverjlone . 

Amicia  de  Furneaux  gave  land  in  Ridlefwortb. 

William  earl  of  Chicbejler  gave  the  land  which  was  Godric’s 
in  Ridlefwortb  and  Gajlborp . 

Gilbert ,  fon  of  Godland,  gave  a  houfe  in  Wells . 

Simon  Fitz  Walter  gave  a  turbary  there.  Thomas,  fon  of 
Gilbert  of  Wells ,  gave  a  meadow,  and  John ,  fon  of  Godland  of 
Wells ,  and  Godfry,  fon  of  Jeffery  Godland,  gave  land  there. 

Robert ,  fon  of  Richard  of  Tbafeburc ,  gave  a  marili  in 
Tafeburgh. 

])  Sandford’s  Genealogical  Hiftory,  1677,  p.  4 66, 
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William  Sorrell,  by  leave  of  Edward  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
gave  the  church  of  Bungeye ,  with  the  tithes  and  all  belonging 
to  it,  for  the  fouls  of  king  Henry  I.  Robert  earl  of  Mellent 
his  lord,  and  Robert  earl  of  Leicefler  his  foil,  for  the  foul  of 
Thomas  his  fon,  his  own,  his  wife,  and  childrens  fouls. 

William  earl  of  Surrey ,  with  his  wife’s  confent,  gave  them 
Hafebagb  wood  in  Rajing. 

John,  fon  of  Roger  de  Tudenham ,  gave  them  the  church  of 
Little  Bricete. 

William  de  Frenei  gave  the  church  of  Little  Be  lings. 

William ,  fon  of  William  de  Burnovill ,  gave  them  a  moiety 
of  his  land  in  Bernardifton. 

Sir  Robert  de  Bo/co  or  Bois ,  knt.  with  the  confent  of  Wil¬ 
liam  de  Bofco  his  fon,  and  of  William  de  Bofco  then  rector  of 
Fersfield,  gave  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  Fersjield  of  all  fruit, 
peas,  and  beans  in  all  his  demeans  then  in  his  hands,  Roger 
Bigot  earl  of  Norfolk,  Robert  de  Burnvill,  and  others,  being 
witnelfes  K 

Hubert  and  Alexander  de  Faux  gave  lands  in  Horbam . 

Emma ,  widow  of  Robert  de  Cantelupe ,  confirmed  her  huf- 
band’s  grant  of  two  marks  a  year  rent  out  of  her  inheritance 
in  Oton  Belcamp  in  Effex. 

Robert  de  EJfex  and  Gunnora  his  wife,  daughter  of  Roger 
Bigod,  for  the  fouls  of  their  anceftors,  and  for  their  own 
and  their  fon  Henry’s,  on  his  birth  day,  gave  them  the 
church  of  Framingbam  (fc.  Earl)  with  all  thereto  belong¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  faid  Gunnora,  at  the  fame  time,  with  her  huf- 
band’s  confent  gave  the  churches  of  Cavendon  and  Brom ,  and 
the  church  of  For  ingland  (magna)  for  joy  of  the  birth  of  their 
fon  Henry,  who  when  he  came  of  age,  confirmed  his  parents 
gift,  and  added  other  lands  for  his  own  foul  and  that  of 

*  See  Blomefield,  I,  65. 
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Cecily  his  wife,  Henry  his  fon,  and  his  other  children.  He  calls 
himfelf  Henry  de  Eflex,  the  king’s  Conftable. 

Robert  de  Vere  and  Alice  his  wife  gave  10s.  rent  in  Shelf- 
h  anger k. 

Hugh  earl  of  Norfolk  gave  his  body  to  be  buried  at  T, ’betford, 
in  the  prefence  of  Walter  abbot  of  Colchefler  ;  he  gave  alfo 
the  church  of  Sob  am. 

Sir  William  Verdon ,  knt.  gave  the  moiety  of  AflaBon  ad- 
vowfon ;  W at  lime  ^  fon  of  Adam  Winnot ,  gave  them  land  there, 
which  Hugh  de  Uvedale,  knt.  confirmed. 

Helias  Benjamin  gave  lands  in  Hales . 

Muriel ,  wife  of  Hubert  de  Montchenfy ,  gave  her  lands  in 
Rujhworth ,  which  fhe  held  in  jointure  along  with  Hugh  her 
fon,  when  fhe  made  him  monk  here,  which  lands  William, 
Roger,  and  Peter  de  Valonijs  her  brothers,  and  Roger  her  fon 
confirmed. 

Ralf  Fitz  Walter  and  Maud  his  wife  gave  their  bodies  to  be 
buried  here,  and  for  the  health  of  the  fouls  of  Roger  Bigot  his 
lord,  and  William  his  fon,  and  for  that  of  Hugh  Bi¬ 
god  and  themfelves,  they  gave  St.  Giles’s  church  at  Watton , 
with  lands  in  Glemham  and  Stratford ,  which  were  of  Maud’s 
inheritance,  for  which  reafon  earl  Walter  Giffard  confirmed 
them. 

Agnes ,  wife  of  Robert  de  Vallibus  or  Vaux,  gave  them  fome 
of  her  demean  land  in  Weldeton ,  which  William  her  fon  dif¬ 
fered  them  of,  but  upon  her  recovering  them  by  fuit,  fhe 
offered  a  frefh  grant  of  them  upon  the  altar  of  the  priory 
church,  praying  for  and  pronouncing  God’s  eternal  curie  on 
thofe  that  fhould  ever  take  them  away,  at  which  time  lire 
confirmed  all  the  gifts  of  Ralf  Fitz  Walter,  her  father.  After 
this,  William  her  fon  gave  them  lands  and  rents  in  Griflon 

The  monks  had  i8d.  a  year  in  tithes  in  Shelf  hanger,  ib.  78. 
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.  and  JVadeton  ;  and  William  Curzon  and  Ra/f  his  foil  gave  them 
the  tithes  of  his  lands  in  Watt  on. 

The  laid  Agnes  deVaux,  daughter  of  Ralph  Fitz  Walter,  gave 
Ketringbam  and  the  church  there,  which  Simon  her  brother 
then  held,  for  her  own  foul  and  thole  of  her  lord  earl  Hugh 
Bigot  and  Hundred  his  countefs ;  and  after  this,  by  the  name 
of  Agnes  de  Vaux,  daughter  of  Maud  Langetot,  die  confirm¬ 
ed  all  her  gifts,  and  William  Oliver  and  Ralf  her  ions,  Agnes 
her  daughter,  and  Emma  and  Mnriel  de  Langetot,  and  Alan 
de  Dunlfavil,  fbn  and  heir  of  Muriel,  joined  with  her  ;  Edward 
dean  of  Thetford,  and  Richard  and  Roger  priefts  of  Thetford, 
beinp'  witneffes. 

o 

Reginald  de  Brun ,  great  uncle  to  John  le  Strange,  gave 
lands  in  Bernharn ,  which  the  faid  John  confirmed,  and  the 
laid  John  came  into  Norfolk,  and  did  his  homage  for  thole 
lands  to  Ralf  de  Plaiz,  and  warranted  them  to  the  priory  as 
his  deed  expreffes. 

The  church  of  All  Saints  in  Ditton ,  was  given  by  Droardy 
fon  of  Cade,  lord  of  Ditton,  and  Wimarck  his  wdfe,  for  the 
fouls  of  themfelves,  Stephen  earl  of  Brittain,  and  William  earl 
Warren,  and  was  confirmed  by  Baldwin  de  Say  and  Wimarck 
iiis  wife. 

Robert  Brito  gave  nine  acres  in  Brothefdon . 

Robert  fon  of  Humfry,  gave  nine  acres  in  Ditton . 

Adeliza  or  Alice  de  Albeni ,  gave  her  body  to  Stephen  prior 
of  this  moil  after  y,  to  be  buried  in  the  monaftery  church, 
commanding  her  fon  and  heir  to  confirm  thofe  lands  in  Ditton , 
which  king  Richard  and  file  had  given  to  the  houfe.  Hugh 
fon  of  Richard,  ahd  Margaret  his  wife,  and  Roger  his  fon, 
confirmed  the  lands  in  Ditton  given  by  their  father  and  mo¬ 
ther.  Henry  earl  of  Warwick  and  Margaret  his  wife,  con¬ 
firmed 
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firmed  the  lands  in  Ditton,  given  by  Richard  fon  of  Ofbert, 
and  Alice  his  wife. 

Joceus  .foil  of  Thurfian  of  Thetford,  gave  them  lands  in 
'Ditton ,  on  condition  of  receiving  half  a  mark  per  annum 
during  his  life;  and  fo  did  Henry,  fon  of  Robert  de  Sab  am. 

Ralph ,  fon  of  Robert  de  Stratton ,  gave  them  1  os.  -per 
annum ,  out  of  the  tenement  he  held  of  earl  Hugh  Bigot  in 
Long  Stratton . 

Lmma  de  la  Mere  gave  them  lands  and  a  tenement  in  To¬ 
ting  ton. 

William  Longfpee  earl  of  Salijbury ,  and  Ela  his  countefs,  gave 
two  marks  per  annum  out  of  their  mill  at  Kaneford \ 

Humfrey ,  fon  of  Wiard,  releafed  lands  in  Crokejlon . 

Ernald  Cat  chafe,  and  Robert  his  fon,  gave  3s.  per  annum 
rent  out  of  30  acres  in  Offeton. 

Robert  Mallet  releafed  all  his  right  in  Dullingham  church. 
Alan ,  fon  of  Ralf  de  Burgo ;  Philip ,  fon  of  Roger  de  Rurgo  ; 
Richard ,  fon  of  Peter  le  Brun  ;  Ralph  and  Philip ,  lord  of  Brun , 
and  William  fon  of  Ralf  fon  of  Mathers ,  gave  lands  in  Did- 
lingham ;  and  'Theobald  and  Henry  de  Efcalariis  or  Scales ,  con¬ 
firmed  their  father  Robert's  grant. 

Baldwin  de  Segenie  and  Jeffry  fon  of  Edwi,  releafed  lands 
there. 

Theobald ,  fon  of  Theobald,  and  brother  of  Henry  de  Sea - 
lariis,  gave  40  acres  of  land,  and  20s.  rent  in  Croxton . 

Ralf  Reward  to  Nigel,  bifhop  of  Ely,  gave  Norwold  mill, 
and  Henry  de  Riga  gave  2500  eels  out  of  a  fifhery  at  the  fame 
place. 

William  earl  Warren  confirmed  all  the  lands  he  had  given. 

Reinald  de  Brunna  gave  the  land  in  Barnham ,  which  his 
mother  Helewife  held  in  jointure. 
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Robert  Fitz  gave  20s .per  annum  out  of  Sotesford  mill. 

William ,  Ion  of  Robert  de  Kelcjhall,  releafed  certain  villans 
and  lands  in  Darjham  and  Jokesford. 

William  earl  Warren  gave  the  fer vices  of  Algar  foil  of  Godric ; 
William ,  prior  of  Lewes ,  and  Rein  aid,  the  earl’s  brother,  be¬ 
ing  witneffes. 

He  confirmed  his  father’s  gifts,  and  further  granted  to 
this  houfe  the  advowfon  of  the  churches  of  Bradley ,  Offinton  m, 
Oveton  n,  Stanham,  Sahaley ,  Framingham  great  and  lejs ,  Kel- 
Jhall,  Lopham ,  Fhornforth ,  Hagcnwerd ,  Suthjted. ,  Methon ,  South- 
feld\  &c.  and  till  thefe  were  delivered  to  them  they  were 
to  have  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  Bradley ,  Offinton ,  Saham> 
Ke[fhall ,  Framingham  the  lefs ,  Haler ,  Hagenword ,  and  the 
granary  of  Rederham ,  with  its  lands,  and  20  librates  of  land  in 
exchange  for  Chipeham  manor  (which  his  father  mortgaged  to 
them  for  iool.)  and  20000  herrings  in  the  foke  of  Kellfhall, 
and  5000  eels  in  Welles,  and  one  fifhery  called  Ramerfe^ 
and  a  piece  of  land  which  his  father  held  in  Rifeword,  of  the 
abutments  of  Ely,  and  all  the  lands  and  tenements  that  were 
bifliop  Arfaft’s  and  his  fon  Richard’s  in  Thetford,  both  within 
and  without  the  town,  and  all  the  land  of  Fauconafield  and 
of  Sirch a,  as  held  by  Herbert  the  chaplain  of  Herbert  bifliop 
of  Norwich,  and  one  fourth  part  of  Chikeringes  P,  and  the 
land  held  by  Egga  in  Denham,  and  the  land  of  Afceline  de 
Deifliami,  and  2  5  folidates  of  land  in  Minfemere,  and  10 
folidates  in  Langwade,  and  Edric  de  Thorp,  with  all  his  land 
and  his  men  in  Thorp  and  Dumirick  or  elfewliere,  and  all 

m  Orton,  c.  Suffolk. 

n  Ovington,  c.  Norfolk. 

0  Mitton  and  Suffield,  c.  Norfolk. 

*  dickering,  c.  Suffolk. 

q  Darfham,  c.  Suffolk. 
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the  land  and  men  of  Archeline  in  Tafburgh,  and  the  church 
of  Tafburgh,  with  its  land  and  tithes ;  and  the  land  of  Ulf 
the  prefbyter,  and  Ulmer  of  Tafburgh,  with  all  his  land,  and 
two  men  in  Stratton r.  All  thefe  were  of  his  own  and  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  gift.  He  further  grants  the  two  parts  of  tithes  given  by 
his  own  and  his  father’s  vafTals,  as  follow's : 

William  Bigot  gave  two  parts  of  his  demefne  in  Finching- 
field,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church. 

Robert  Camerarius ,  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  Sinthings . 

Ralph  Fitz-Norman ,  the  fame  in  Pefshale  in  Suffolk. 

Gerald  de  Seuci ,  the  fame  in  Elingham 

Ethard  de  Faux ,  the  fame  in  Kefwie 

Robert  de  Bofco ,  the  fame  in  Sterjlon 

Robert  de  Faux ,  all  his  churches  and  land  in  Pantney,  Terf- 
ton s,  Pur  ton,  Chedjlone ,  Wen  bam,  Ramdon  and  Belchamp r, 
and  the  fcite  of  a  mill  ad  vadum  holmi,  and  an  alder  grove 
below  it,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  at  Thetford,  as  all  the  reft 
of  the  earl’s  men. 

Hugh  de  Hofdene  and  his  wife  Maud  gave  Qffeton  church  and 
30  acres  in  demefne,  and  the  tithe  of  Wejlon,  and  of  the  mill, 
and  20  s.  rent  in  Danefey  of  her  dower,  and  the  tithe  of 
Pothenham . 

William  de  Burnoville  and  his  wife  Aliva  gave  the  church 
and  tithe  of  Ring  ft  ale  and  Be  lb  am,  tithe  of  Colney  and  Nettlejled, 
and  lands  in  SomerPoam,  with  a  portion  of  the  church. 

Ralph  Fitz  Walter  the  church  of  St.  Giles  at  Wadeton,  fome 
land  and  houfes  held  by  Ernald  the  prieft,  and  60  acres  of  de¬ 
mesne  land  and  Eilewardepea ?e  wood. 


r  Long  Stratton,  c.  Norfolk. 

*  Pentney  and  Thurfton,  c.  Norfolk. 

T-  Tunftall,  Chefton,  Wenham,  Ramfholt  and  Bulkham,  c.  Suffolk. 

S  2  Herbert 


132 


THE  HISTORY 


Herbert  de  Cravencuni  eight  folidates  of  land  in  Lethon , 
and  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  G-reJlbon . 

Rog  er  Buvlun ,  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  Oviton. 

Ivo  Verdon ,  lands  in  Muleton . 

Ralph  Fitz  Hugh,  lands  in  Crey. 

Edward  Fitz  Hugh ,  lands  in  Mellis  in  Suffolk,  and  Biflhorp  in 
Norfolk. 

William  de  Car  cun  in  JVodeton ,  Ho  x  croft,  and  Nezvton,  and 
tithe  in  Rerfion. 

Ranulf  tithe  of  Wyke  and  Bant. 

Richard  de  Cadomo,  land  in  Brokedi/b,  and  wood  for  20 
hogs,  and  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  Norton ,  and  his  right  in. 
Si  lb  am  church. 

Hubert  de  Montcbenfy ,  two  parts  of  his  tithes  in  Balecham . 

Berenger  de  Sap ,  the  fame  in  Brainton  u. 

Roger  de  Eufreus,  the  fame  in  Renton*. . 

Ralph  Pajfelewe,  two  meafures  of  wheat  yearly  and  60 
fheaves  at  his  death. 

Walter  de  Smalberg  was  alfo  a  benefactor. 

Reinald  Dapifer  gave  3  meafures  of  wheat  and  1000 
herrings. 

Roger  de  Cailli ,  5  fhiilings  a  year,  and  the  moiety  of  all 
his  effeCls  at  his  death. 

Bulk  Savigni ,  10  fhiilings. 

Robert  de  Bram ,  2  meafures  of  wheat. 

Bernard  de  Bernbam ,  3000  herrings .. 

Baldwin  Fitz  Wido ,  3  meafures  of  wheat  and  3  of  barley 

William  Aplegart,  1  meafure  of  wheat- 

William  de  Bois ,  2  meafures  of  wheat. 


1  Brantham, 
*  Turnfton, 


c,  Suffolk 
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Brijlric  de  Longelond,  100  herrings. 

Robert  de  Rokelund ,  i  meafure  of  wheat  and  1000 
herrings. 

Ralph  Fitz  Herlewin ,  2  pieces  of  land,  1  meafure  of  bar¬ 
ley  and  1  of  peafe. 

Robert  de  Reinis ,  one  of  the  witnefTes  to  Henry  l’s  confir¬ 
mation,  gave  the  church  of  Little  Brifet  and  1  2  acres  of  de  - 
mefne  land  between  it  and  Offeton  church  in  frank  almoigne. 

'Theobald  de  Scalariis  confirmed  his  father  Robert’s  grant  of 
Dulingham  church,  and  Edwy  with  his  lands,  and  24  acres  of 
demefne  with  free  fold,  which  the  prior  and  monks  pur- 
chafed  of  his  father. 

Roger  de  Monte  Begonis  gave  and  offered  on  the  altar  the 
field  near  Croxton  Meer,  with  the  w'oods,  meads,  lands  and 
fifheries  which  he  had  there  ;  alfo  the  church  of  Sujlorp  and 
Nortorpy  and  all  the  churches  and  chapels  of  his  fee,  and  the 
land  called  Tar  It  on  and  Littlebolme^  and  the  wood  called  Cai- 
uveday  and  all  the  lamb  and  goat  fkins  on  his  manors,  and 
liberty  of  fifhing  in  all  his  fifheries  in  frank  almoign.  The 
prior  and  convent  gave  up  their  right  in  the  Holmes  by 
Tarlton  Meer  in  Lancafhire,  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Croxton. 

Henry  II.  confirmed  all  the  grants  of  his  grandfather  Henry 
I.  and  Roger  Bigot,  and  forbad  colledting  fcot  as  well  of  the 
lands  which  never  paid  it  before  out  of  the  burgh  or  in  Fa- 
gertones  field,  as  of  any  round  Thetford.  Fie  confirmed  to 
the  monks  the  mills  at  Thetford,  viz.  at  Dodefcrofs  and  the 
Little  mill,  and  5s.  4d.  in  Brendemulna,  and  the  mill  late 
the  bifhop’s,  and  the  mill,  land,  and  mead  by  the  caftle. 
Snarefhill,  lands  in  Culumdeftune  7  and  Briteham,  Silham 

y  Culmbefton. 

church* 
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church,  and  a  fourth  part  of  Chikerings  ;  land  in  Dene- 
hafn  z,  i  os.  out  of  Sotesford  mill;  lands  and  the  church  of 
-Derfham,  15  folidates  in  Minefrnere,  and  ten  in  LangwadeN 
Tithes  of  Kerfhal,  Bradley,  and  Offton.  The  church  and 
tithes  of  Brome,  Little  Framingham,  and  Ganedon.  Lands 
and  men  of  Edric  at*  Thorp,  and  in  Dunwic.  Tafburg 
church  and  tithes,  and  Ulf  the  prieR’s  land.  Two  men  in  Strat¬ 
ton.  Lands  and  men  of  Aceline  in  Tafburg,  and  four  men 
in  Newton,  with  the  lands  given  them  by  Hurlewin  de  Pan- 
wurd  k.  Tithes  and  one  man  and  four  flicks  of  eels  in  Pan- 
wurd.  Ulmer  de  Tafburg,  and  his  land,  with  the  land  and 
men  in  Hulme  given  and  fold  to  them  by  Erahald,  and  his 
tithes  in  Waketon.  Church  and  tithes  of  Haell,  Hagen- 
wurd,  and  Sufled.  Tithes  in  Florendonc,  Moleton^,  and 
Teflon.  Land  in  Berkedis e.  Church,  land,  houfes  and 
woods  at  Wadeton,  60  acres  in  demefne,  and  Hilwardefliage 
wood,  Glamham  and  Stretford.  Tithe  of  Roger  Bulzuno- 
netona*\  Eight  fhillings  worth  of  land  and  tithes  in  Gref- 
ton.  Tithes  of  Lambert  Shireford,  Ralph  Fredun,  Aluric 
Karlefune,  and  one  focman  and  land  in  Bokeneyg,  and  three 
men  and  lands  in  Elingham.  Tithes  of  Perneho,  Joke- 
ford11,  Mellis,  and  Bifcorpk  Church  of  St.  Peter  at  Reidun 


2  Denham. 

a  Lanwade,  c.  Cambridge. 
b  Panworth. 
c  Flordun. 

A  Multon. 
e  Brokdifh. 

f  Bulzun ,  or  at  Newton,  or  Buviim  hi  Oiiton .  See  before,  p.  131. 

E  Bodney. 
h  Yoxford. 

*  Bidorp. 

k  Roydon,  by  Rifmg-caflle,  where  was  a  fmall  Cluniac  cell  belonging  to 
this  priory. 
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in  which  are  monks  of  Thetford,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Man 
garetat  Rufhmere.  Church  of  Serepeham 1  and  Elton  m,  and 
a  man  and  marfh  in  Bruges.  St.  Peter’s  church  at  Horke- 
ley11,  in  which  are  monks  of  Thetford.  Church  and  tithes 
of  Wifeton0,  BoxtedP,  Eflildefham  and  Offeton,  with  30 
acres.  Tithes  of  Wefton  and  20s.  worth  of  land  in  Danefy 
Tithes  of  Totehamd.  Church  and  tithes  of  Ringefhelr  and 
Beleham.  Tithes  of  Colenefe,  lands,  and  a  portion  of  the 
church  at  Somerfham.  Tithes  of  Netleftede.  Church  and 
tithes  of  Nutley.  Tithe  of  Finchingfield  church,  and  of 
Oveton.  Churches  of  Pantnev,  Tertton,  Torton,  Chedelton, 
Wenham  and  Beltham,  and  the  fcite  of  a  mill  and  alder 
ground  at  Holmford.  Tithe  of  Wedeton  and  Oxer  oft,  and 
land  in  Newton.  Remelthorp  chapel,  lands  and  tithes,  and 
30  acres  of  land  in  Florendon.  Tithes  in  Banham.  Church 
of  Joppham.  Tithes  of  Soham,  and  a  man  who  pays  10s. 
in  Muthfield,  and  Blatfone  de  Strubelim,  with  his  land. 
Tithes  of  Lambert  de  Staneham  and  of  Newton.  Church 
of  Dullingham.  Land  of  Ed  .  .  .  .,  who  lives  by  Cum- 
mertin,  and  tithe  of  Ralf  de  Dullingham,  and  Ralf  Fitz  Mai- 
fred.  Tithe  of  Galfrid  de  Diton s  and  Surulf  de  Wilburg- 
hams,  and  of  his  land  by  Saxton s  and  Caneley3,  and  half 
his  tithe  in  Silurelley s,  and  tithe  of  Galfrides  de  Ouoies,  and 
1  os.  of  land  in  Freetons,  and  lands  given  by  Richard  Fits: 

I  Shropham. 

m  Ealton. 

II  Iiorkelley  in  ElTex,  a  cell  to  Thetford... 

0  Wilton. 

p  In  ElTex,  appropriated  to  this  priory  and  to  Colchelter  abbey, 

**  Tudenham. 

r  Ringlhall. 

Ditton,  Wilbraham,  Saxhara,  Cheveley,  Silvcrlley,  Quoi,  Forton  or> 
Foxton,  all  in  Gambridgelliire, 
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Olbeit  and  his  wife  and  fon  in  Ditton,  and  tithe  of  Robert 
de  Berton.  Church  of  Tirevilie.  Tithe  in  Twitras,  and  land 
in  Roburne.  Tithe  of  Gilbert  Fitz  Bernard  in  Waureton,  and 
3000  eels  in  Tinfware,  and  Deepham  mill,  and  a  man  with 
his  land;  half  a  thonfand  eels  of  Alfelm  in  Brichebere,  as  ma¬ 
ny  of  Hueha  in  Salteiladeh  as  many  of  Eftmund  in  Bachellei, 
and  as  many  of  Gotland  in  Lode  ;  2000  of  Burcard  in  Mont- 
moreiet ;  1000  of  Bofcel  in  Ely  ;  5000  of  Roger  Bigod  in 
Wells;  four  Hicks  of  Herlwin  in  Denham;  1000  of  Wol- 
mare  ;  three  flicks  of  Gotland  Long.  Lands  in  Rixvvord 
and  Brome,  and^  the  church  of  Little  Framingham.  Hale- 
litor  wood  in  Little  Baling,  wTith  all  its  land,  of  the  gift  of 
William  earl  Warren,  Little  Brilet  church,  and  1  2  acres  of 
demelhe  given  by  William  Fitz  Edmund.  Ten  Ihillings  in 
Turfton  given  by  Robert  de  Vaux.  All  thefe  are  granted  in 
frank  almoign  for  ever,  with  foe  and  fac,  tol  and  terne,  and  in- 
fangetheof,  liberty  and  difeharges  from  all  pleas,  tolls,  fcot, 
geld,  dangeld,  lufgull ,  warpene x,  and  all  cuftoms  due  to  the 
crown.  WitnelTes,  Nigel,  bifhop  of  Ely  ;  Richard,  bifhop  of 
Exeter  ;  and  Hillary,  bifhop  of  Chicheller;  Thomas,  chan¬ 
cellor;  Henry  earl  of  Norfolk  ;  Richard  de  Humez,  conlf able ; 
ManalFer  Billet,  Dapifer  ;  William  de  Caifham  ;  Richard  de 
Duneftre  ;  Jofceline  de  Raillol,  at  Thetfordu. 

William  de  Walfloam  gave  his  tenements  in  Dunham ,  c. 
Norfolk,  in  pure  alms,  to  be  held  by  knights  fervice  only. 

Philip  de  Burgo  and  Alice  his  wife,  Richard  le  Brun ,  Ralph 
and  Philip  le  Brun,  gave  lands  in  Dullingham. 

Robert  and  Oliver  de  Vallibus  gave  the  church  of  Phurjlon 
and  lands,  alfo  lands  in  Phrexton . 

r  Salterflode,  CambriJgednre. 

Mon.  Ang.  I.  666. 

*  Wardponny  or  CaftJeguard.  Spelman. 
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Richard  Fitz  William  gave  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of  Wang - 
fordy  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Margaret  of  Rifemerey  with  all 
thereto  belonging. 

1135  Reginald  de  Peyton ,  fewer  to  earl  PI  ugh  Bigod,  was 
a  great  benefactor y. 

1175  Thomas  de  Lincoln ,  clerk  to  the  French  king,  gave  60 
acres  of  land  and  3  of  turf  land  in  Hales ,  in  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  for  his  own  and  parents  fouls,  on  condition  that  he  and 
his  mother  fhould  enjoy  it  for  life,  paying  3d.  a  year  on  his 
father’s  anniverfary,  and  after  their  deaths  the  monks  were  to 
hold  it  in  demefne  unalienable.  This  donation  was  made  at 
Mathefhale,  before  archdeacon  Staingrim,  in  his  chapter 
there  held,  and  in  confirmation  of  it  he  fealed  it  with  his  own 
feal  and  his  mother’s  ring  wrhich  fhe  had  given  him  for  that 
purpofe  z, 

1218,  3  Henry  III.  a  fine  was  levied  between  Thomas  fon 
of  Geoffrey  de  Thurifon,  and  the  prior  of  the  monks  of  Thet- 
ford,  tenant  of  the  advowlon  of  Thurfton  church,  which 
was  releafed  to  Thomas  and  his  heirs  on  their  covenanting 
for  ever  to  pay  to  the  prior  and  his  fucceffors  20s.  per  an¬ 
num  for  land  held  of  them  here3. 

1219,  4  Henry  III.  the  monks  of  Thetford  were  found  to 
hold  one  fee  of  the  earl  of  Norfolk  in  Thurfton,  jointly  with 
four  other  tenants3. 

In  1  248  the  monks  had  a  general  charter  of  free  warren  in 
all  their  lands  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Gambridgefliire. 

1299  the  prior  paid  four  marks  per  annum  to  the  clerks 
that  celebrated  mafs  at  the  high  altar  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  in 
St.  Paul’s b.  The  king  had  power  to  grant  a  corrody  to  one 

y  Lib.  Nig.  Scacc.  I.  246,  Ed.  1728. 

z  Ex  Autog.  pen.  T.  Blomfield. 

*  Parkins  Hiftory  of  Norfolk,  V.  1163. 

b  Dugd.  Sr.  Paul’s,  p.  18. 
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chaplain  or  prieft,  payable  by  the  prior,  and  as  often  as  either 
of  them  died,  or  was  prefented,  the  crown  nominated  another0. 

About  1300  here  was  a  chantry  of  one  chaplain,  to  of¬ 
ficiate  daily  in  the  abbey  church,  founded  by  Richard  de  Hup- 
hall,  for  his  own  foul  and  thofe  of  his  parents  and  uncle,  of 
the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  his  parents,  predeceffors,  and  fuc- 
cefiors,  &c.  to  be  prefented  by  the  prior  and  convent,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  bifhop.  William  de  Brom  refigned  1300,  and 
John  de  Herlingflet  fucceeded,  but  afterwards  the  anniverfary 
was  added  to  the  funeral  commemoration  of  benefactors,  and 
the  foundation  ceafedcl. 

In  1258  Roger  Bigot  (not  the  founder)  made  his  will, 
which  in  1598  was  in  the  cuftody  of  the  lord  William 
Howard,  and  is  here  tranflated  : 

“  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
(i  Amen.  I  Roger  earl  of  Norfolk,  marfhal  of  England, 
“  in  good  profperity,  have  conftituted  and  make  my  tefta- 
“  ment  in  this  manner : — Imprimis,  I  commend  my  foul 
“  to  God  and  to  the  BlefTed  Mary  and  to  all  Saints  ;  my 
“  body  I  bequeath  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  the  BlefTed 
“  Mary  in  Thetford,  whichi  s  that  of  the  monks  ;  afterward, 
“  I  bequeath  out  of  my  goods  moveable  and  immoveable, 
“  firft  and  principally  all  my  debts,  namely  and  exprefsly,. 
“  that  66  marks  of  the  one  part,  and  320  marks  of  the  other 
“  part,  be  paid  to  the  prior  and  monks  in  Thetford,  which  I 
u  have  borrowed  of  them,  and  they  have  borrowed  of  the* 
u  merchants  for  my  ufe,  wherefore  I  will  that  the  faid  monks 

u  and  faid  houfe  be  indemnified,  after - de  Lukes. 

“  1 46I.  6s.  4d.  and  all  my  other  debts  to  be  payed  as  cam 
u  reafonably  be  proved,  according  to  the  judgment  of  my 

e  Fitzherbert,  Nat.  Brev.  1687,  p.  515, 
d  Blomf.  I.  441. 

“executors;. 
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“  executors  ;  alfo  I  will  that  thofe  who  continued  in  my  ler- 
“  vice,  be  rewarded  at  the  difcretion  of  the  fame  executors.” 
whofe  names  followed. 

This  Roger  gave  for  his  feal  a  knight  on  horfeback  com- 
pleatly  armed,  with  a  lion  under  his  horfe’s  feet,  and  in  his 
fhiekl  O,  a  crofs  G.  See  it  engraved  in  Blomfield,  I.  446, 
from  Upton’s  Afpilogia. 

In  1  249,  the  prior  would  not  fuffer  the  king’s  bailiffs  to 
ferve  any  procefles  in  his  lands,  nor  to  make  any  diftreffese. 

In  1261,  the  prior  had  in  fee-farm  of  the  prior  and  con¬ 
vent  of  Bermondfey  in  Surry  their  tithes  in  Ditton  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  which  Robert  fon  of  Humphry  gave  to  that  mo- 
11  after  y  in  1 1 7  7 ,  at  10  marks  per  annum  f . 

In  1271,  John  de  Scales  confirmed  the  land  and  advowfon 
of  Dullingham  * . 

In  1274,  it  was  returned,  that  the  prior  was  to  find  10 
men  with  bow's  and  arrows  for  40  days,  at  his  expence, 
whenever  the  king  went  againft  the  Welfii  in  perfon,  for  the 
field  called  Faverton  field,  and  for  his  warren  in  Weft  wick  in 
Thetforftf. 

In  1324,  the  prior’s  manors  and  churches  of  North-Glem- 
ham,  Derfham,  and  Jokesford,  or  Yoxford  in  Suffolk,  were 
feized  by  the  king,  as  belonging  to  an  alien f . 

In  1358,  the  prior  agreed  with  John  Bryggs  of  Quiden- 
liam,  for  his  manor  of  Lynford  for  eight  fcore  marks,  where¬ 
of  by  his  will,  which  was  dated  fiome  years  after,  the  prior 
was  to  flop  40  marks,  for  his  anniverfary  ;  every  monk  that 
was  a  prieft  to  have  1  2d.  and  every  one  not  a  prieft  6d 1 . 

I11  T359)  the  prior  gave  the  priorefs  of  the  nuns  10 
acres  of  land,  and  46s.  8d.  rent  in  Rougham,  in  exchange 
for  Brend-mill  in  Thetford,  and  1  2  acres  of  land  there  S. 

e  Placita  Corone,  34  H.  III. 

f  Blomf.  Thetford,  p.  143. 

5  Pat.  19  R.  II.  p.  2.  m.  33. 
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In  1395,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  for  a  fee- farm  rent  of  42 
marks  per  annum,  granted  to  the  prior  and  his  fucceffors, 
a  meffuage  called  the  Graunge,  a  toft  called  Caftle-yard,  940 
acres  of  meadow  and  pafture,  a  water-mill,  2  free  folds  and 
a  warren  in  Thetford  and  Croxtonh. 

1 3  Henry  IV.  140  x,  the  prior  had  a  grant  to  be  repoffeff- 
ed  of  the  vicarage  of  Northales,  and  for  the  manor  of  Santon, 
and  land  in  Weft  Toftesh. 

In  1406,  William  Knight  fold  to  Edmund  Eldehall  of 
Wodeditton,  efq.  Edmund  Hey  ford  of  Bernham,  and  others, 
all  his  lands  in  Newmarket,  lying  in  the  demefne  of  the 
manor  of  the  prior  of  Thetford,  called  Monks-Wyk,  which 
lands  were  fettled  by  the  faid  Edmund  on  the  priory  in  1412k 

13  Henry  IV.  1411,  the  king  licenced  Hugh  Stoppufley 
to  give  in  mortmain  one  meffuage,  200  acres  of  land,  and  8 
acres  of  meadow,  26s.  rent,  a  free  fold,  and  feparate  fifhery 
in  Bretenham,  Rufii worth,  Bridgeham,  and  Thetford,  on 
condition  the  convent  paid  to  the  dutcliy  of  Lancalfer  of 
which  they  were  held  50s.  every  vacancy,  alfo  53  acres  in 
Snarefhill,  and  16  in  Wynkefwyke  field  in  Newmarket;  and 
the  fame  year  the  king  licenced  Edmund  Blankpayn  of  Eufton, 
to  fettle  the  lands  and  a  free  fold  courfe  in  Downham  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  which  wrere  John  Howys’s,  viz.  30  acres  lying  in  Fa- 
verton-field,  (which  is  part  in  Downham,  and  part  in  Thet¬ 
ford)  and  33  acres  and  Baxtere’s  foldcourfe  in  Downham,  and 

h  Blomf.  Thetford,  p.  144.  In  his  Hiilory  of  Norfolk,  I.  549,  he  fays 
John  Bryggs,  by  will  1454,  devifed  it  to  be  fold  to  this  abbey  for  eight  fcore 
marks,  and  that  they  bought  it  by  licence  of  Henry  VI.  of  John  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  and  others  hereafter  mentioned. 

*  Blomf.  Thetford,  p.  144. 
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William  Smith  was  licenced  to  fettle  divers  meffuages  and  four 
acres  of  land  in  Yoxford ;  all  which  lands  were  given  that  year  k. 

The  fame  year  Roger  Stoppufley  gave  arable  land  in 
Croxtonk. 

1  Henry  V.  141 2,  Henry  Dod  of  Dunmow,  releafed  to  the 
prior  a  meffuage  called  Cattyftede  in  Bridge-gate-flreet k. 

6  Henry  V.  1417,  John  fon,  and  Margaret  widow,  of 
William  Cat  of  Thetford,  feverally  relealed  another  there  to 
John  the  prior  and  the  convent.  William  had  before  grant¬ 
ed  all  his  arable  lands  here  to  Blankpayn  and  Stoppufley  k. 

1414,  3  Henry  V.  the  convent  had  the  king’s  pardon  and 
releafe  of  all  their  offences,  forfeitures,  & c.  and  again  8  Ed.IVk. 

In  1426,  the  prior  was  patron  of  Gafthorp,  and  had  lands 
there,  which  he  let  at  20s.  per  annum  to  Robert  Berdewelle,  efq. 

1427,  6  Henry  VI.  the  king  licenced  his  coufin  John 
duke  of  Norfolk  to  give  to  this  abbey  the  manor  of  Santon, 
a  toft,  and  24  acres  there  and  in  Wefttoft1. 

In  1428  the  monks  were  taxed  for  temporalities  in  Crox- 
ton  at  2I.  is*  8d. 

In  1434,  Roger  Stoppufley  gave  all  his  lands  in  Croxton 
and  Thetford. 

In  1440,  king  Henry  VI.  w*is  feifed  of  the  yearly  farm  of 
13s.  4d.  paid  by  the  prior  to  the  king,  inflead  of  the  abbot  of 
Cluni,  the  priory  being  now  a  denizon. 

In  1446,  the  medieties  of  the  recdory  of  Brome  in  Suffolk 
were  confolidated,  and  the  prior  was  to  have  an  alternate  pre- 
fentation ;  upon  which,  the  following  arms  and  mfcfiptions 
were  put  up  in  the  eaft  chancel  window,  where  they  now  re¬ 
main. 

k  Thetford  priory  regifter,  late  belonging  to  Mr.  le  Neve,  fince  to  Mr.  Ives, 
now  to  the  duke  of  Grafton. 

1  Thetford  Priory  Reg. 
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-IjMcn  cfc  Coitbenftts  iJpottacfonum  dc 
SltjctfcnD,  |3at;onus  n  una  paRe. 
Per  pale  O.  and  V.  a  lion  ram¬ 
pant  G. 


<£t  flagtff^  Cattljorp  fDafionus 
cx  all c^a  pa?te. 

Cheque  O.  and  Az.  a  fefs  er¬ 
mine. 


In  1448,  the  convent,  by  the  king’s  licence  to  purchafe 
lands  to  the  value  of  2 ol.  per  annum,  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Rodney,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  100  acres  of  land  there, 
value  81.  5s.  4d.  of  Richard  Waller,  efq.  Robert  Boorle,  efq. 
John  Bertram,  gent,  and  William  Norwych,  junior  ;  and  of 
John  Hey  don  and  John  Swan  a  mefTuage,  220  acres  of  land, 
and  two  fold-courfes  in  Thetford,  Croxton,  Bretenham,  and 
Santon  ;  and  of  John  duke  of  Norfolk111,  Sir  Thomas  Tuden- 
ham,  knt.  and  others  the  manor  of  Linford,  and  80  acres, 
and  of  Hey  don  and  Swan  a  mefTuage  and  350  acres  and  liberty 
of  three  fold-courfes  in  Lynford,  and  50  acres  and  three  fold- 
courfes  in  Thetford,  worth  5I.  per  annum  ;  and  the  fame  year 
a  licence  was  paffed  to  hold  Lynford  manor  and  advowfon  in 
mortmain11. 

In  1467,  Lynford  church  being  void,  and  the  town  al- 
molf  uninhabited,  the  bifhop  appropriated  all  its  profits  to  the 
prior,  who  was  to  ferve  it  by  one  of  the  monks,  and  pay  a 
penfion  of  3s.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  fee.  The  church  has 
been  long  fince  demolifhed. 

1471,  11  Ed.  IV.  John  the  prior  granted  to  Walter  Col- 
man,  of  Afla£lon,  13  acres  of  land  for  7s.  id.  J.  to  be  paid 
half  yearly,  on  the  fefiivals  of  St.  Barnabas  the  apoflle,  and  of 
St.  Edmund  the  king  and  martyr11. 


m  Thomas  Hoog,  chaplain,  of  Thetford,  had  enfeoffed  John  Mowbray,  earl 
marfhal,  and  others,  in  Santon  and  Weft  toft  manors,  which  deeds,  with  others 
relating  to  the  fame  manor,  are  in  the  regifter  before  cited. 

81  Thetford  Priory  Reg. 
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In  i486,  Nicholas  Bourchier,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
gave  three  copes  of  white  damafk,  embroidered  all  over  with 
golden  angels,  and  other  things  to  this  priory. 

In  1499,  William  Fy (here,  burgefs,  gave  the  monks  13s. 
4d.  “  praying  them  of  charitye  to  admit  him  a  brudir  of  their 
chapter-houfe.” 

Robert  Love  of  Thetford,  burgefs,  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  this  monafterv  May  23,  15 11,  and  in  his  will  or¬ 
dered  to  the  prior  for  afftfting  at  the  interment  20I.  to  every 
monk  being  a  prieft  20s.  to  every  novice  10s. 

In  another  claule  of  the  will  is  the  following  bequeft  thus 
expreffed :  u  Alfo  I  wol  and  affign  that  my  lond  that  I  bought 
“  of  tweyn  lifters  daughters  of  John  Goodwyn,  to  that  en- 
u  tent  to  hav  a  obyt  kept  yerly  for  me  and  freends  for  ever  in 
u  the  faid  monaftery,  there  to  hav  a  dirige  and  a  mefe,  and 
“  then  the  prior  to  hav  1  2d.  every  preft  4d.  and  every  novyce, 
‘ ‘  2d.  on  this  condition  the  faid  prior  and  convent  to  hav  the 
“  faid  lond  to  them  and  to  their  fucceflours  for  ever.” 

Sir  Thomas  Windham,  knt.  and  Peter  Nobys,  D.  D  mafter 
of  Bennet  college,  Cambridge,  gave  130  marks  to  the  prior 
and  convent,  on  condition  of  paying  to  Dr.  Nobys  five  marks 
yearly  during  his  natural  life,  and  finding  him  a  ftable  for 
two  horfes,  and  a  houfe  for  keeping  of  hay,  two  chambers, 
for  himfelf,  and  liberty  of  walking  in  the  garden  ;  alfo  to  fay 
a  folemn  dirge  with  nine  leffons  on  St.  Martin’s  eve,  and  a 
mafs  of  requiem  the  next  morning,  for  the  fouls  of  Sir  John 
Windham,  knt.  Margaret  his  wile,  Eleanor  Windham,  Sir 
Henry  Wentworth,  knt.  Ann  his  wife,  Roger  Darfte,  efq. 
John  Nobys,  fometime  of  Thompfon,  Rofe  his  wife,  and 
the  forefaid  Thomas  Wyndham,  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and 
Peter  Nobys  after  their  deceafe,  the  fouls  of  their  benefactors, 
and  all  chriftian  fouls.  Alfo  the  faid  prior  and  convent,  and, 

their- 
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their  fucceffors,  ihall  diftribute  yearly  for  ever,  in  the  faid 
priory  at  the  fame  dirge,  to  the  prior  1 2d.  to  the  fubprior 
1  2d.  to  every  monk  6d.  and  to  the  fame  brethren  for  ringing 
4(1. ;  alio  the  fame  prior  and  convent,  for  them  and  their  fuc¬ 
ceffors,  fhall  receive  and  admit  for  ever  all  thofe  perlons  and 
lbuls  before  named  to  the  fraternity,  fuffrages,  chapter,  and 
whole  religion,  to  be  partners  of  all  prayers,  vigils,  malfes,  fall¬ 
ings,  alms-deeds,  and  all  other  fuffrages  of  their  religion.  Alfo 
the  prior  and  convent  covenant  for  themfelves  and  fucceffors, 
to  rehearfe  the  names  of  the  faid  perfons  in  all  their  prayers 
and  fermons.  In  cafe  the  five  marks  were  not  regularly  paid  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  preceding  indenture,  the  faid  Peter  Nobys  was  to 
diiirain,  for  payment,  on  the  manors  of  Lindford  and  Santon. 

In  1535,  there  was  a  private  act  paifed  to  confirm  an  ex¬ 
change  of  lands  between  the  king,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and 
the  prior. 

In  Henry  VUIth’s  time,  the  prior  received  2s.  per  an¬ 
num  from  Weft  Herling,  and  a  penfion  from  the  reblor  of 
Shelfhanger,  and  it  appeal's  that  their  tithes  in  Netlefted  were 
confirmed  by  Alan  the  Black,  earl  of  Richmond,  many  years 
fince,  and  that  Hubert  Walter,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  firft 
confirmed  a  penlion  of  40s.  per  annum,  granted  by  the  prior 
of  Thetford  out  of  the  church  of  Finchingfield  in  Suffolk,  to 
the  abbot  and  monks  of  Reading,  after  the  death  of  the  then 
incumbent,  Ralf  de  Diceto,  who  was  afterwards  dean  of  St. 
Paul’s.  The  prior  was  taxed  for  all  his  temporals  in  Suffolk 
at  62I.  iqs.  2d.  and  for  all  his  fpirituals  at  82L  9s.  8d.  and  it 
appears,  that  they  were  patrons  of  Belings  Parva,  and  that 
the  Brome  portion  was  taxed  at  i6d.  Yoxford  church  and 
impropriate  tithes  at  two  marks,  and  the  vicarage,  of  which 
they  were  patrons,  at  6  marks  and  an  half.  Darfham  im¬ 
propriation  at  20s.  and  the  vicarage  of  which  they  were  pa- 
4  trons, 
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trons,  at  4I.  10s.  xod.  Sec,  their  church  and  impropriate 
tithes  at  Dullingham  in  C ambridgefh  ire,  were  taxed  at  2  oh 
their  vicarage  at  5I.  They  had  no  temporals  in  Ely  diocefe,- 
but  all  their  fpirituals  were  taxed  at  30  marks0.  Wood- Ditto n 
church  was  appropriated  to  them,  and  they  were  patrons  of 
the  vicarage.  They  were  taxed  for  their  portion  of  tithes  in 
Wadton  in  Norfolk,  at  half  a  mark,  for  their  temporals  in 
Lynn,  6s.  8d.  and  thofe  in  Tilney  9s.  They  had  fmall  par- 


cels  of  land  in  Garboldefham,  and  many  other  towns  not  men¬ 
tioned  here. 

In  Wickfied,  rents  of  *  * 

0 

5 

0 

In  Somerfham,  rents  and  lands  .  * 

1 

7 

0 

In  Stoneham,  rents  * 

0 

1 

6 

In  Sileham,  rents,  lands,  courts,  and  a  mill 

1 1 

19 

9 

In  Gapele,  rents 

In  Derfham,  rents,  land,  mill,  and  feeding 

0 

/ 

4 

for  young  cattle  <  *  * 

8 

i  i 

4 

In  Stratford,  rents  *  <  * 

1 

0 

6 

In  Swiftling,  rents  *  *  .  < 

In  Broom  in  Hertfmere  hundred,  lands,  rents, 

0 

4 

9 

feedings,  8ec<  *  *  *  * 

8 

9 

Si 

In  Ocle  adjoining,  lands,  rents,  mill,  and  paflure 

4 

7 

6t 

In  Efton,  rents,  lands,  and  feeding  of  cattle 

1 

9 

4 

In  Ixworth,  lands  and  rents  *  * 

0 

1 2 

9  T 

In  Wodeditton,  lands,  rents,  feedings,  See. 

16 

1 0 

In  1540,  when  the  houfe  was  diffolved  and  conveyed  to 
the  duke  of  Norfolk*  it  appears  that  the  rents  referved 
amounted  to  59I.  15s.  id.  per  annum,  including  the  rent  of 
the  cell  of  Wangford  in  Suffolk,  and  this  whole  fum  was 
paid  to  the  crown  in  king  Charles  II.  time. 

0  E  Reg.  vet.  Elien.  inter  archiv.  Epi  Elienfis 
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The  duke  of  Norfolk  pays  a  fee  farm  rent  of  59I.  5s.  id*- 
per  annum  to  the  truftees  of  Morden  college  on  Blacklieath, 
for  Thetford  late  monaftery,  which  feems  to  be  the  fame  with 
the  fum  once  payable  to  the  treafurer  of  the  court  of  augmen¬ 
tation,  but  how  it  came  to  be  fettled  upon  that  college  I  have 
not  learned. 

The  manors,  impropriations,  and  advowfons  in  Norfolk, 
conveyed  to  the  duke  with  the  monaftery,  were  Halwick  in 
Thetford,  Norwic,  Santon,  Lynford,  Bodney,  Monkfhall 
in  Kilverfton,  Bretenham,  Afla£ton,  Snareftrill,  Totington, 
and  Gatefthorp  :  the  redtories  impropriate  with  the  advow¬ 
fons  of  the  vicarages  of  the  churches  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas  in  Thetford,  Forncet,  Watton,  and  Hockham  ;  the  im¬ 
propriations  of  Suited,  Lynford,  Ailadton,  and  Snareihill;  the 
advowfons  of  the  rectories  of  Gatefthorp,  Great-Porland,  Fram- 
lingham-Earl,  in  Norfolk,  with  the  manor  and  impropriation 
of  Syleham,  &:c.  in  Suffolk. 

In  1591  the  queen  granted  to  William  Tipper  and  Robert 
Dawe,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  manor,  fifhery,  lands,  fald- 
ages,  8cc.  in  Ruiliworth,  Thetford,  and  Gatefthorp  in  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Suffolk,  which  had  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Thet¬ 
ford,  to  be  held  by  the  annual  rent  of  2s.  of  her  manor  of 
tvaft  Greenwich,  in  foccage  and  not  in  capite  P. 

The  following  is  an  exact  lift  of  the  names  of  the  places 
where  the  monks  had  pofteffions,  as  mentioned  in  the  grant 
to  the  duke  of  Norfolk: 


NORFOLK. 


Alladton 
Bakenfthorp 
Ranh am 


Befthorpe 

Bodney 

Bretenham 


Coliton 

Croxton 

Denham 


P  Blomf.  L.  193. 


Effingham 
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Ellingliam  Parva 

Emmeth 

Fersfield 

Flordon 

Forncet 

Garboldifham 

Gatefthorp 

Hales 

Hal  wick 

Ham  worth 

Hem  pn  all 

Hockering 

Hockham 

Keteringham 

Kilverfion 

Linford 

Afhley 
Barnham 
Belings 
Bermondefton 
Blakefall 
Brifet  Parva 
Brome 
Bungay 
Darlham 
Downham 
Dunwich 
Framlingham 
magna 


Norton 

Norwic 

Offeton  or  Ovington 
Porland 
Reydon 
Riddlefwortli 
Riling 
Rufhwortli 
San  ton 
Shelfhanger 
Shropham 
Snarefhill 
Soham  or  Saham 
Tony 
Southfield 
Sturfion 

SUFFOLK. 

Fretton 

✓ 

Glemham 

Harlfton 

Livermere 

Moulton 

Sibton 

Sileham 

Southwold 

Stowe 

Trofton 

Wangford 

Y  ox  ford 

Yxning 

U  a 


Sufted 

T  acolnefion 

Tafburgh 

Thetford 

Threxton 

Thurfton 

Totington 

Up  well 

Waketon 

Watton  and  the 
manor  of  Monk- 
wick  there 
Wells 
Weftwick 
Winfarthing 


ESSEX. 

Alba  Notley 
Finchingfield 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Dullingham 

Ditton 

Uncertain  in  what 
county. 

Lackham,  alias 
Luckham 
Lenton 
Minnefinere 

The 
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The  following  is  a  true  account  of  the  yearly  value  of  the 
fpiritualities  belonging  to  the  priory  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in 
Thetford,  taken  from  the  records  in  the  court  of  Firft  Fruits 
and  Tenths  : 


NORFOLK. 

S. 

d. 

Redtory  of  Hockham,  tithes  and  oblations 

ir3 

4 

Redtory  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  Thetford,  ditto 

106 

8 

/. 

s. 

d. 

Redtory  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Thetford  %  ditto 

O 

60 

0 

PENSIONS. 

From  the  prior  of  Holme  —  — 

O 

43 

0 

Prior  of  Porland  —  — 

O 

13 

4 

Vicar  of  Hockham  —  — 

O 

*3 

4 

f  Afhill r  —  — 

13 

4 

0 

|  Fersfield  —  - — 

IO 

8 

0 

<4H 

O 

Garboklefham  - —  — 

6 

8 

0 

r/) 

Bretenham s  —  — 

6 

8 

0 

O  S 
-O 

Norton  —  - —  — 

3 

4 

0 

Banham  —  —  * — 

13 

4 

0 

Suited  —  - —  — 

20 

0 

0 

Barnham  - —  - —  - — 

TO 

0 

0 

Tithes 

Spiritnalia  monachor’  Prior’  Thetford. 

Ecclia  sci  Nichi  Thetford,  iijmc.  di.  iiiis-  viijd. 

T-axaP  Temporal’  Religiofor’  1428.  MS.  Anftis  Garter,  fol. 

42. 

r  Spirituals  in  Afhill,  viz.  tithes  of  Harlewin  de  Panwurda  or  Panworth, 
which  he  gave  to  this  houfe  20s.  and  for  temporals  i2d.  which  was  only  a  rent 
paid  from  lands  here,  and  given  with  the  tithes.  Blomf.  I.  617. 
s  Porcio  monachor’  Thefford,  in  Bretenham  ecclia,  one  mark. 

P.  L.  N.  Bretenham.. 

Temporalities  in  Little  Ell'ingham,  10s.  per  annum.  Blomf.  I.  569. 

- in  Riddlefworth,  10s.  per  annum,  lb.  I,  183. 

- inForncet,  taxed  at  17s.  6d. 

They  prefented  to  this  reflory  1256.  lb.  III.  178* 


They 
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Tithes  from  the  redory  of  Befthorpt  — 

1 0 

0 

0 

Tithes  from  the  redory  of  Totington11  — 

40 

0 

Q- 

SUFFOLK.. 

* 

Prior  of  Bliborowe,  befides  the  redory  of  Mells 

0 

9 

O 

Abbot  of  Langley,  out  of  the  redory  of  Thurfton 

0 

8 

O. 

Redor  of  Brome  —  - - 

0 

13 

4 

Redory  of  Ditton  in  Cambridgfhire  - — 

19 

15 

0 

ESSEX. 

The  redory  of  Alba  Notley,  farmed  at 

4 

0 

0 

- 

49 

5 

0 

They  had  two  parts  of  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of  William  Carleton  and 
lady  Sarah  le  Morey’s  lands  (except  48  acres)  and  two  parts  of  the  great  and 
fmall  tithes  of  Alexander  Puri  and  Godfrey  de  Snarefhill,  except  twelve  acres., 
Thefe  were  given  by  Roger  Bigot  their  founder,  then  lord  of  the  whole,  and 
this  portion  was  taxed  at  one  mark.  Blomf.  1.  298. 

The  portion  of  the  monks  of  Thetford  in  Framlingham  Earls,  was  feven 
marks.  Ib.  III.  297.. 

Portion  of  tithes  in  Hamworth,  1  Ed.  I.  value  three  marks  per  annum.  Ib.. 
IV.  322. 

Temporals  in  Woodrifing,  12s.  Ib.  V.  1239. 

The  prior  of  the  monks  had  divers  fmall  pieces  of  land  in  Shropham,  taxed 
at  2s.  Ib.  I.  306. 

Temporals  in  Threkeftone  (Threxton)  4s,.  Ib.  I.  6 23. 

Portion  of  tithes  in  Winfarthing,  20s.  Ib*  I.  120. 

Prior’  et  convent’  Thetford  colleflores  unius  deciae  regi  petunt  exonerari  de 
xxxvis.  xid.  ot>  33  temporal’  hofpital’  de  MalTyngham.  Taxat’  fpuaP  et  temporal 
religior  1428,  MS.  Anftis,  fol.  52. 

1  Portion  of  tithes  in  Bedhorp  and  Melnes  or  Melles,  1 5s.  Ex  Keg.  Me--  ' 
tyngham  penes  P.  L.  N.  lb.  I.  334. 

u  Temporals  in  Totington,  lands,  and  rents  of  aflize,  50s.  iod. 

Spirituals.  Tithes  of  the  lands  of  Warner  de  Totintona  and  their1  own  de° 
mefnes,  40s.  ^d.  Ib.  I..  61 9% 
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Hal  wick  manor  in  Thetford.  A  farm  con  filling 
of  200  acres  of  arable  land,  with  liberty  of 
foldcourle,  and  pail  tire  for  400  Iheep,  in 
the  occupation  of  the  prior  —  41  o  6 

Alfo  the  perquifites  of  a  court  —  —  010 

The  manor  called  Grange,  in  diverfe  farms, 
with  a  farm  of  297  acres  of  arable  land,  with 
liberty  of  foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for  600 
Iheep,  in  the  occupation  of  the  prior  -  2850 


NORFOLK. 


The  manor  of  Nonvike,  in  divers  farms,  with 
a  farm  of  60  acres  of  arable  land,  and  liberty 
of  foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for  600  Iheep,  in 


the  occupation  of  the  prior  —  1 1 

The  manor  of  Santon,  farmed  at  —  2  2 

The  manor  of  Lindford,  with  liberty  of  fold¬ 
courfe  for  700  iheep  —  —  12 

The  manor  ot  Bodney,  farmed  at  —  20 

Divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Totington  2 


The  manor  and  recftory  of  Watton,  in  farm, 
rent,  and  tithes,  with  liberty  of  foldcourfe, 
and  pafture  for  300  fheep,  in  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  prior  —  * — -  1  2 

Divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Effingham, 
Thompfon,  and  Croxton,  with  liberty  of 
foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for  300  fheep,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  prior  - —  —  4 

The  farm  and  manor  of  Kilverfton,  with  liberty 
of  foldcourle,  and  pafture  for  300  fheep,  in 
the  occupation  of  the  prior 
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The  manor  of  Bretenham,  with  liberty  of  fold¬ 
courfe,  and  pafture  for  400  fheep,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  prior  —  —  5 

Divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Harling,  Gafthorp, 
and  Riddlefworth  —  —  1 

Snarefhill  x  warren  in  Thetford,  one  meadow, 
with  a  farm  in  two  parcels  called  Snafely  and 
Whittefs,  with  liberty  of  foldcourfe  and  pas¬ 
ture  for  500  fheep,  in  the  occupation  of  the 
prior  —  —  —  —  2  8 

Manor  of  Aflatfton,  lands  in  Colfton  —  1 1 

SUFFOLK. 

Weft  wick  warren,  parcel  of  meadow  land, 
with  liberty  of  foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for 
600  fheep,  in  the  occupation  of  the  prior  36 
The  manor  of  Rufhworth,  with  liberty  of 
foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for  1000  fheep,  in 
the  occupation  of  the  prior  —  1 4 

Efch.  15  Ja.  L")  *  Sir  Robert  Drury  of  Hauled,  in  Suffolk,  knight,  who 
pt.  1.  n.  192.  J  died  without  iffue  April  2,  13  Jac.  T.  is  faid  to  die  feifed  of 

the  fcite  of  the  manor  of  Snarefhill,  and  a  mill  called  Melford 
mill,  and  other  lands  and  tenements  in  Snarefhill  and  elfewhere 
in  this  county.  P.  L.  N.  SnaryfhilL 

Temporalia  Monachor’  Prior’  Thetford. 

In  Snaryfhill  de  redd’  terr’  et  fast’  aTa  lin’  ix/.  viijj.  \d. 

Taxat’  Temporal’  Religiofor’  1428. 

Spualia  monachor’  prioris  Thetford  ecca  de  Snaryfhill,  xxxL 
iiis.  Taxat’  Spual’  Religior’  1428.  Ib. 

Temporalia  Prioris  Canonicor’  Thetford. 

In  Snaryfhill  de  pratis,  iiis. 

Taxat’  Temporal*  Religiofor’  1428,  MSS.  Anftis,  fob  43. 
Snarefhill  church  temp’  Ed.  III.  was  valued  at  30s. 

See  in  the  regifter  of  the  archdeacon  of  Norwich. 

This  church  has  been  long  in  ruins. 

Temporalia  Prioris  Canonicor’  Thetford  in  Middle  Herlyng 
de  redd’  1  is. 

Taxat’ Temporal’ Religior’  1428.  Ib. 


Snaryfhill 

Snaryfhill. 
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Divers  lands  in  Downham,  with  liberty  of 

foldcourfe  and  pafture  — 

4 

0 

0 

The  manor  of  Brome  — -  — - 

13 

6 

8 

The  manor  of  Sileham  —  — - 

17 

16 

10 

The  manor  of  Darfham  with  the  redlory 

19 

5 

10 

The  manor  of  Yoxford  with  the  redlory 

6 

13 

4 

The  manor  of  Glemham  —  — 

13 

6 

8 

The  manor  of  Offeton  with  the  redlory 

4 

0 

0 

The  manor  of  Dullingham  with  the  redlory 

1 1 

13 

4 

Divers  lands  and  tenements  in  Yxning,  with 

liberty  of  foldcourfe,  and  pafture  for  .... 

Iheep  —  —  —  — 

1 

6 

8 

ESSEX. 

The  manor  and  redlory  of  Finching field 

13 

6 

8 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

- 

The  manor  of  Munkwike  —  — 

6 

13 

4 

Spirituals  and  temporals 

41 8 

8 

0 

Payments  made  by  the  prior  yearly. 

To  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  for  the  churches  of 
Lindford,  Watton,  Thetford,  and  to  the 
archdeacon  of  Norfolk  for  the  procuration  of 

the  church  of  Lindford  - 

To  divers  poor  people,  paid  by  the  prior  every 
Friday,  for  the  foul  of  John  duke  of  Norfolk, 

being  an  ancient  cuftom  - - - 

To  leveral  poor  people,  being  an  ancient  foun¬ 
dation  —  —  —  — 

To  feveral  poor  people  at  the  Lord’s  fupper 

i 
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To  feveral  poor  people  in  provifion,  befides 
daily  fragments  —  —  — 

For  lights  in  the  churches  of  St.  Peter  in  Thetford 
and  Groxton  - 

PENSIONS. 

To  the  bilhop  of  Norwich  out  of  the  redtory  of 

Lindford  -  - 

To  the  abbot  of  Bermondfey,  out  of  the  redtory 
of  Ditton  - 

To  the  prior  of  Hatfield  Regis  out  of  the  faid 

redtory  - 

To  the  vicar  of  Ditton  -  - 

To  the  prior  of  St,.  Faith  at  Horfham,  out  of  the 
redtory  of  Darfham  -  - 

To  the  vicar  of  Dariham 

To  the  prior  of  Belver . out  of  the  redtory  of 

Yoxford  -  -  - 

To  the  vicars  of  Yoxford,  Watton,  and  Dulling- 
ham  - 

To  the  matter  of  Eton  college  - 
To  the  king’s  bailiff  of  the  town  of  Thetford, 
being  parcel  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter 
By  the  prior,  paid  for  fee  farm  of  his  manor 
called  Grange  - 

For  diverfe  lands  of  the  king  in  Thetford,  and 
the  king’s  pool  - 

To  the  priorefs  of  the  nuns  of  Thetford,  for  a 
farm  of  divers  lands,  lying  below  Weftwick 
warren  in  Thetford 
To  the  prior  of  the  canons  for  a  farm 
To  the  king’s  bailiff  for  divers  lands  and  tene¬ 
ments  -  -  - 

X 
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To  the  prior  of  the  canons  for  divers  lands  in 
Thetford  and  Croxton 

To  the  prior  of  Lewes,  a  certain  rent  iffuing 
out  of  Santo n  manor 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  out  of  the 

manors  of  Weting  and  Santon  - - 

To  the  fame  for  a  farm  and  court  fee 
To  the  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of  Grimfhoe,  cer¬ 
tain  rents  iffuing  out  of  the  manor  of  Santon 
To  the  fame  for  lete-fee  and  court-fee 
To  the  bailiff  of  Sir  John  Cornwallys,  knt.  out 
of  the  manor  of  Santon 

Fee  of  the  manor  of  Clare,  for  a  rent  out  of  the 
manor  of  Lindford  - 
To  the  bailiff  of  Sir  Hugh  Haftings,  knt.  fines 
and  homage,  payable  out  of  the  manor  of 
Lindford  ------ 

To  the  fame  for  court  fee 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  abbot  of  Bury,  out  of  Lind¬ 
ford  manor  -  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  priorefs  of  Campfy,  pay¬ 
able  out  of  certain  lands  in  Totington 
To  the  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of  Way  land  for 
ihrevefhot  -  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  earl  of  Rutland’s  manor  of 
Wat  ton  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  mafter  of  Chrift  college, 
Cambridge,  rent  out  of  lands  in  Croxton,  as 
of  his  manor  of  Bromhill 
To  the  prior  of  the  canons  in  Thetford*  payable 
out  of  lands  in  Croxton,  called  Sibton  rent 
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To  the  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of  Grimihoe,  rent 
out  of  lands  in  Croxton,  and  for  court  fee 
To  the  bailiff  of  the  earl  of  Oxford’s  manor  of 
Weting,  payable  out  of  lands  in  Croxton 
To  the  fame  for  court  fee  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  William  Howard’s  manor,  rent 
of  lands  in  Croxton  - 
To  the  bailiff  of  the  hundred  of  Way  land,  rent 
of  lands  in  Croxton 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  mailer  of  Chrifl  college, 

«* 

Cambridge,  certain  rent  called  Loklilver 
To  the  patrons  of  Croxton  church,  pafchal  rent 
To  the  bailiff  of  Sir  John  Cornwallys,  knt.  rent 
out  of  Kilverftone  manor 
To  the  bailiff  of  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk’s  manor 
of  Keninghall,  for  rent  of  lands  in  Snarefhill 
To  the  bailiff  of  Guildcrofs  hundred,  for  fines 
and  court  fee,  payable  for  lands  in  Snarefhill, 
for  lete  fee,  and  another  farm 
To  the  bailiff  of  Robert  Holdrich’s  manor,  rents 
out  of  Colflon  manor  - 

To  the  bailiff  of - Bagot’s  manor  of  Down- 

ham,  rents  of  lands  in  Downham  and  Weft- 

wick  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  for  lands  in 
Downham  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  bifhop  of  Norwich’s  manor 
of  Brome,  for  lands  -  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  Blackborne  hundred,  for  lands 
in  Ruflr worth  - 

To  the  bailiff  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Edmund,  for 

lands  in  Ruflr  worth 
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Corrody  or  maintenance  for. two  of  the  king’s  fer- 

vants  in  this  monaftery  -  —  4134 

To  feveral  officers  belonging  to  this  abbey  12  14  4- 

In  all  102  7  1 1 

Clear  after  all  deductions  316  o  1  j 

William  earl  of  Chichefter  gave  to  God  and  the  church  of  St. 
Mary,  and  to  the  monks  lerving  God  there,  for  the  fouls  of  his 
.father  and  mother,  and  of  queen  Adelife,  and  the  health  of 
their  children,  in  pure  alms,  lands  that  were  Godrick’s  in  Rid- 
dlefworth,  and  in  Gnatfhall,  which  belonged  to  Gatefthorpy. 

William  de  Vaux  gave  rents  in  Grifton  and  Watton;.  and 
Agnes,  wife  of  Robert  de  Vaux,  gave  lands,,  which  William 
her  fon  took  from  the  monks;  but  fhe  foon  after  recovered 
thole  lands  from  her  fon,  and  made  an  offering  of  them  upon 
the  altar  of  the  priory  church,  pronouncing  God’s  eternal 
curfe  on  thofe  who  fliould  ever  take  them  away.  She  alfo 
confirmed  all  the  gifts  of  Fitzwalter  her  father2. 

William  de  Curzon  and  Ralph  his  fon,  gave  the  tithes  of 
his  lands  in  Watton. 

This  houle  being  deemed  alien  on  account,  of  the  mark 
paid  yearly  to  the  abbot  of  Cluny,  as  a  token  of  dependance, 
and  being  fubjeCt  only  to  the  Pope  or  his  legate,  was  in  the 
French  wars  feized  with  the  reft  of  the  alien  priories,  but 
was  ufually  granted  to  its  patron,  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  who 
had  intereft  to  get  it  at  laft  made  denizon  by  £d.  III.  1375k 

It  was  valued  at  the  diffolution  at  312I.  14s.  4d.^  as  Dug- 
dale  ;  41 81.  6s.  3d.  as  Speed. 

y  Brook’s  Difcovery  of  Errors  in  Camden- 

2  P.  L.  Neve. 

a  Rot.  Pat.  50  E.  III.  p.  1.  Pat.  3  R.  II.  p.  2.  m.  12.  See  the  petition  for 
this  in  Reyner’s  Apoft.  Bened.  Appendix  Script,  p.  3i,  and  Stevens  Mon.  II.  13* 
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The  arms  of*  this  abbey  in  the  eaft  window  of  Brome  church 
Suffolk  b,  and  in  the  fouth  aile  of  Watton  church,  Norfolk0, 
are,  Per  pale  O.  and  G.  a  lion  rampant  counterchanged. 

The  feal  is  here  engraved  from  the  original  affixed  to  the 
furrender  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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Malgod  1104,  who  was  removed  on  the  appointment  of 
Stephen  i  107,  who  occurs  anno  1 130,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

Constantine, 

Martin  occurs  1 1  S9,  1  t  97  d. 

Peter  Vincent,  i202e. 

Richard  1226,  1235. 

Stephen  1240,  1257  ;  either  he  or  his  predecefior  was 
murdered  by  the  monk. 

W 1  lli  am  was  prior  in  1261. 

Vincent  1286,  1297. 

Ralph  de  Frezenfeld,  1302. 

Thomas  le  Bigod,  Dec.  31,  1304,  the  firft  who  was 

confirmed  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich. 

Martin,  1313*. 

James  1335. 

Peter  de  Bosco. 

Jefferey  de  Rocherio,  1369,  began  the  hiffory  of  his 
monaftery,  but  died  before  he  finifhed  it.  Great  part  of  the 
book  is  ruled,  but  never  finifhed. 

Robert  de  Berton,  1370?  as  appears  by  the  will  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hexfort,  knt.  then  dated  S. 

<!  Billiop  Kennet’s  MS.  additions  to  Dugd.  Mon.  Ang.  I.  66j. 

Omnibus  S.  raatris  ecdefise  filiis,  M.  Prior  ecclite  S.  Marite  de  TefFord  falu- 
tem.  Sciatis  nos  intuitu  diledionis  &  mutual  confuetudinis  abbati  de  Ofeney 
&  canonicis  ibidem  duas  partes  decimationum  de  dominio  Hugonis  de  Crofley  in 
Crofley,  &  fimiliter  duas  partes  decimationum  domini  Henrici  de  Aubigni  in 
Twicros  conceflifie.  Hoc  autem  faclum  eft  apud  Bardeley  anno  ab  incarnat. 
Domini  1189,  calend.  Novemb.  Reg.  Ofeney. 

e  In  the  fourth  year  of  king  John,  a  fine  was  levied  between  Warner  de 
Waxtendfham,  petent,  Vincent,  prior  of  Thetford,  and  that  convent,  tenants  of 
lands  in  Kilverdefton,  Norwich,  and  Croxton,  ot  the  fifhery  in  Andedlhall  and 
Hemundefhulme.  Fines  Norf.  lig.  2.  n.  157. 

f  Pat.  7.  E.  2,  frater  Martinus  prior  ecelefias  B.  Marie  dc  Thetford  inona- 
chorum  habet  lit.  reg.  de  prot.  16  Aug.  Kennet  MS.  ubi  fup. 

s  Reg.  Heydon,  fol.  10. 


John 


PI  .FT p .  ?sp. 


iioiaj  ai  jl 


TL.  3V 


*59 


OF  THETFORD. 

John  de  Fordham,  1372,  1390,  1395  h. 

John  Ixworth,  1428,  1430. 

Nicholas,  1431,  on  whole  ceffion  or  death  the  priory  was 
vacant  1438,  when  William  de  Elveden,  fub-prior,  prefented 
to  the  redtory  of  Gatefthorp1. 

John  Ve y sey 1441*  1479. 

Robert  Weting  1483,  1496,  1497. 

Roger  de  Berningham,  i 503. 

Roger  Baldry,  1511. 

William  Ixworth,  1519,  to  the  diflolution,  when  he  and 
1 3  monks  furrendered  the  monaftery.  He  is  called  John  in 
his  inftitution  to  the  vicarage  of  Hockam  on  his  own  and  the 
convent’s  prefentation  1527,  according  to  the  Pope’s  difpenfa- 
tion  granted  to  the  priors  of  this  home.  He  paid  5  3s.  4d.  to 
the  bifhop  for  firft  fruits,  and  religning  1529,  referved  a 
penlion  of  four  marks  per  annum,  and  prefented  Robert  Hyde,, 
who  was  the  laft  incumbent  prefented  by  this  abbey1. 

After  the  diliblution,  which  the  duke  of  Norfolk  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  prevent,  Henry  VIII.  who  promifed  him 
the  whole  revenue,  that  he  might  fettle  it  on  this  church, 
which  he  intended  to  make  collegiate111,  in  the  3  2d  of  his 
reign,  in  confideration  of  paying  one  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
treafurer  of  the  augmentation,  granted  to  Thomas  duke  of 
Norfolk  the  fcite  of  this  monaftery,  with  all  the  fpiritualities 
and  temporalities  thereto  belonging.  By  virtue  of  that  grant 

h  Mr.  Blomfield  fuppofes  this  the  fame  who  was  bifhop  of  Durham  1381,, 
and  of  Ely  1388,  but  I  find  no  authority  for  his  conjecture. 

1  Blomf.  I.  166. 

Aflacton  j  k  Ad  ^ima  cur’  Johis  Veyfey  prioris  monachora  tfre  Marie  Thet- 
priorat’.  f  fordie  ibm  tent’  die  Mauricj  ^px*  ante  feftu  Sci  36  II.  VI.  fie 

irrotulat’,  Dnus  conceftic,  & c.  Alicie  Bole  un’  incTum  3a  rent’  ^s.  6d. 

Exaiat’  et  concordat  cii  rotul’  p  me  Jo'hem  Tiler,  Dm  Mahii  it5m. 

From  a  correct  copy,  penes  F.  Blomcfieid. 

1  Blomf.  I.  3 1 1 . 

3,1  Strype’s  Life  of  Parker,  p.  31. 
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the  duke  had  all  the  manors,  mefiiiages,  lands,  woods,  rights, 
court  profits,  portions,  penfions,  obventions,  and  all  other 
rights,  titles,  and  hereditaments  whatfoever.  All  thofe  pof- 
feffions  he  held  of  the  king  in  capite,  by  the  fervice  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  and  by  the  rent  of  59I.  5s.  id.  yearly,  payable 
to  the  treafurer  of  the  court  of  augmentation.  They  are  now 
held  by  Robert  Edward  earl  Petre. 

The  ruins  of  this  monaftery  are  ftill  confiderable,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  cruel  havoc  made  among  them  not  many  years 
ago  by  the  prefent  tenant  of  the  adjoining  farm.  The  church 
was  large,  and  the  tower  in  the  center  of  the  crofs  with  two 
tranfepts;  the  cloifter  on  the  fouth  fide.  The  eaft  end  (of 
which  fee  a  view  in  Mr.  Grofe’s  Supplement),  and  lome  corners 
of  the  tower  are  all  that  now  retain  the  original  cafing  of  ftone* 
Indiftinbt  mafiesof  flint  barely  point  out  the  plan  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  and  eaftern  part,  as  here  engraved  from  a  fketch  by  Mr. 
Martin.  The  choir  within  meafures  about  28  feet  in  width 
and  about  45  in  length.  The  eaft  window  has  round  pillars 
with  ring  capitals  ;  the  fouth  aile  had  three  windows,  and 
reached  only  to  the  chancel ;  the  fouth  tranfept  is  above  26  feet 
long  in  the  clear,  has  two  openings  to  the  weft,  with  three  arches 
under  them,  and  two  at  the  fouth  end.  The  north  aile  had 
an  eaft  chapel  like  a  tranlept.  The  nave  was  of  the  fame  width 
with  the  choir,  and  about  165  feet  long  to  the  tower,  or  longer, 
if  it  extended  weft  of  the  prefent  wall  which  runs  acrofs  it.  On 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  nave  is  a  fliell  73  feet  by  27,  and  at 
right  angles  with  it  three  pieces  of  another,  probably  build¬ 
ings  of  the  monaftery.  Without  the  crofs  wall  in  the  fouth- 
weft  corner  is  a  long  building  15  feet  wide  by  40  long  to  a 
partition,  thence  58  feet  to  an  old  room  18  feet  long  in  a 
farm-houfe  at  right  angles  with  this  building,  which  fecms 
to  have  been  the  prior’s  apartment,  which  was  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  cloifter,  and  was  Handing  till  1737,  when  great 

part 
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part  of  it  was  unroofed.  Over  againft  it,  at  a  good  diftance, 
Hands  the  abbey  gate,  built  of  free-ftone  and  black  flint,  x  2 
yards  fquare  and  14  high,  having  a  turret  and  flairs  at  the 
fouth-eaft,  and  another  at  the  fouth-weft  corner.  At  the 
north-eaft  corner  of  the  prefent  clofe  is  a  flint  fliell  2  2  feet 
bY  1 2 ,  with  an  eaft  window  and  nich,  and  a  north  door  ;  a 
fouth-eaft  buttrefs,  and  a  fouth-eaft  and  two  fouth  windows. 
In  St.  Nicholas  lane  lies  a  large  double  capital  with  rude  fo¬ 
liage,  which  probably  belonged  to  this  church. 


Y 
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On  one  of  the  Rone  fprings  of  the  roof,  on  the  north  fide 
over  the  altar,  was  lately  remaining  a  lion  rampant,  by  which 
one  may  conclude  that  roof  was  built  by  John  lord  Mowbray, 
or  it  may  be  the  abbey  arms.  Some  years  fince  Mr.  Martin 
opened  a  trench  acrofs  the  choir,  about  three  yards  from  the 
altar,  and  found  a  large  ftone  coffin  with  a  fkeleton  either  of 
a  Bigod  or  a  prior. 

The  following  paper,  containing  the  arms  and  an  account  of 
two  monuments  hitherto  unnoticed,  which  were  in  this 
monallery  before  the  diflolution,1’.  was  communicated  by 
Thomas  Aftle,  efq. 

A  breff  declaracion  of  the  armes  that  have  been  in  the  late 

abbev  of  Thetford : 

J 

44  Imprimis,  at  the  firft  aulter,  Handing  at  the  upper  ende  of 
the  body  of  the  church,  on  the  lefte  fide  of  the  fame,  that  is 
in  a  fcouchin  by  itfelf,  Brotherton’s  armes  with  fiuelabells,  and 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  faid  aulter  is  ther  in  a  fcouchin  by  it— 
felf  the  arms  of  England  and  France  quartered  together,  with 
a  filuer  label  1  of  iij  points  powderd,  and  fade  by  the  fame  in 
a  nother  fcouchin  Saint  Edwards  father  that  is  to  fay  a  crofle 
flowry  with  iiij  martletts. 

44  Item.  Entring  into  the  faid  abbey  on  the  lefte  fide  of  the 
fame,  in  a  glaffie  window,  is  Brotherton’s  arms  with  fine  labells.« 

44  Item.  Entring  into  the  queare  on  the  furdefs  arch  of  the 
rouffe  of  the  body  of  the  faid  church,  is  painted  in  very  old 
painten  in  ij  fvndry  fcouchins  Brotherton’s  with  5  lables,  fo^ 
that  in  all  the  church  as  far  as  we  could  fee  wer  no  lyons 
with  iij  labells,  laving  upon  thefe  iij  toums  herafs  expreffed. 

44  Item.  On  the  lefte  fide  of  the  quier,  going  vp  to  the  high 


aulter,  there  is  —  - - toum,  fumtime  duke  of  Norffolk, 

which  is  garnifhed  with  fcouchins,  the  one  is  the  arms 
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of  England  with  5  filuer  labells,  and  nother  the  armes  of  Eng- 
land,  with  iij  filuer  labells,  another  fcouchin  diuided  in  the 
middle,  wherof  the  one  half  is  the  armes  of  England  with  iij 
labells  of  bluer,  and  the  other  half  quartered  with  ij  fundry 
cots,  the  firft  bluer  with  a  erode  raggid  of  guls,  and  iiij  water- 
bougets  in  fabulls  of  evry  bde  of  the  erode ;  the  other  cote 
guls,  with  a  barr  of  bluer,  with  nine  billets  in  gold,  iij  aboue 
the  barr  and  bx  benethn. 

“  Item.  In  another  fcouchin  by  himfelff  the  full  arms  of 
England  and  France  quartred,  faving  that  in  the  nether  quar¬ 
ter  wher  the  armes  of  France  diould  be,  he  bears  afur  with 
a  barr  of  bluer  dopewife  and  bx  lyons  rampant  of  gold,  that 
is  to  fay  iij  on  the  one  bde  of  the  barr  and  iij  on  the  other0. 

“  Item.  On  the  right  bde  of  the  queer  as  wee  go  vp  to  the 
higher  aulter,  there  is  one  duke  Thoms  tome  that  was  kild  at 
Kings  Richbeld  P  as  it  is  faid  ther,  wich  is  garnidied  with 
diuers  couchens,  the  one  is  the  arms  of  England  with  iij  bluer 
labells  T 

“  Item.  In  another  fcouchin  the  one  halff  of  it  is  the  cote 
of  England  with  iij  bluer  labells,  and  in  the  other  halfe  thefe 
fundry  cots,  that  is  to  fay,  the  one  of  thofe  cots  the  feld  guls 
and  a  lyon  rampant  ;  the  next  cote  is  afur  a  lyon  of  gold  ram¬ 
pant  ;  the  third  is  guls  with  a  barr  of  gold  garded  with  ij  lifes 
of  fabulls  and  bx  pad  erodes  of  gold,  iij  aboue  the  barr  and 
ij  benethe,  the  wich  cote  is  Siluer,  and  ij  lyons  currant  Or 


*  From  the  arms  on  this  monument  it  appears  to  have  been  ere&ed  for  John 
Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  died  in  1461,  and  Eleanor  his  wife,  daughter 
of  William  lord  Bourchier  ;  the  impaled  coat  being  Brotherton,  which  the 
Mowbrays  generally  bore  as  their  paternal  arms,  and  Bourchier  quartering 
Louvain. 

•  This  is  the  coat  of  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford. 
f  King  Richard’s,  i.  e.  Bofworth  field. 


*  Brotherton, 


/ 
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pafiant  of  gills ;  the  fifth  cote  is  guls  with  Iyone  of  filuer  regar¬ 
dant  crowned  with  a  coran  of  gold. 

“  Item.  The  lixth  cote  is  checkered  with  gold  and  afur, 
with  a  chavern  of  filver  powderd  and  hemid  in  with  black 
lifesr. 

“  Item.  There  is  another  couchin  upon  the  faid  tome  that 
bears  a  partid  feld  of  gold  and  vert,  with  a  lyon  rampant  of 
gulss,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  apon  the  tume  there  is  no 
arms  of  England  with  fiue  labells,  but  only  with  iij,  faving. 
the  Title  gentlewoman  that  Hands  apon  the  tome,  which  bears 
the  full  arms  of  England  and  France  with  fiue  labells.” 

Admitting  the  appropriating  of  thefe  two  tombs  by  my 
ingenious  friend  Mr.  Brooke,  we  have  here  l'ecovered  the  two 
laft  of  the  Mowbray’s,  whom  their  fuccefiors  the  Howards 
paid  no  attention  to,  when  they  removed  their  own  family 
monuments  to  Framlingham. 

Of  the  fame  width  with  the  choir,  and  the  eaft  window  18- 
feet  wide,  and  of  a  proportionable  height,  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  choir,  are  ruins  of  a  noble  chapel,  of  which  John*. 
Brame,  monk  of  this  place,  gives  this  account  1 

While  the  epifcopal  fee  was  at  Thetford,  in  the  parifir 
church  of  St.  Mary,  the  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  was  fefc 
on  the  high  altar,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the  high  altar 
of  the  new  monaftery.  In  procefs  of  time  a  new  and  hand*~ 

1  The  author  of  this  paper  feems  here  to  have  been  miftaken,  as  by  the  arms- 
on  this  tomb  it  appears  to  have  been  defigned  for  John  Mowbray,  the  laft  duke 
of  Norfolk  of  that  family,  who  died  in  1475,  and  was  buried  here.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  daughter  of  John  Talbot  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  the  quarterings  of 
which  family  are  tmre  impaled,  viz.  1  Talbot,  2  Montgomery  earl  of  Shrewf 

bury,  3  Beauchamp  earl  of  Warwick,  4  Strange  of  Blackmere,  5 - ----- 

6  ancient  earls  of  Warwick. 

s  1  he  coar  of  Marlhal  earl  of  Pembroke,  whofe  arms  the  Bigods  fometimes 
bore,  in  right  of  the  marriage  of  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,  with  Maud, 
daughter  and  at  length  coheir  of  William  Marflral  earl  of  Pembroke,  as  appears 
by  lundry  ancient  feals  in  the  afpiiogia  of  J.  C.  Brooke,  efq.  Somerfet  herald. 

fome 
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fome  image  was  made,  and  the  old  one  laid  afide.  A  poor 
workman  of  the  town,  who  had  repeatedly  invoked  her  aid 
for  an  incurable  difeafe,  was  warned  by  her  that  if  he  would 
be  cured  he  mult  repair  to  the  prior,  and  tell  him  in  her 
name  to  build  her  a  chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the  choir 
which  he  had  lately  repaired.  He  declined  delivering  the 
mefiage  till  it  had  been  thrice  repeated.  The  prior  began 
a  chapel  of  wood,  but  was  prefently  enjoined  by  the  fame 
mefienger  to  make  one  of  Hone  on  a  fixed  fpot.  An  old  reli¬ 
gious  of  the  houfe  was  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  abfence  of 
the  prior,  and  by  the  fame  man,  fhewn  the  fpot  for  the 
foundation  fione,  marked  by  a  crofs  richly  adorned  with 
gold  and  jewels,  which  prefently  difappeared.  The  prior 
not  making  fo  much  difpatch  as  was  expected,  the  Virgin 
appeared  to  a  certain  woman  of  the  town,  fending  her  to  a 
monk  who  was  to  expedite  the  prior,  but  the  woman  not 
paying  proper  attention,  was  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  one 
arm,  which  was  not  reftored  till  fhe  delivered  the  mefiage 
and  offered  an  arm  of  wax.  When  the  chapel  was  finifhed 
and  the  image  of  our  lady,  which  flood  by  a  door  leading 
into  it,  was  about  to  be  removed,  the  painter  employed  to 
clean  it  found  nailed  on  the  head  a  filver  plate,  containing 
innumerable  reliques  of  filver  wrapped  in  lead,  which  had 
been  placed  there  by  Ralph,  a  monk  of  the  original  founda¬ 
tion,  before  they  removed  from  the  cathedral,  who  caufed 
this  image  to  be  made  at  his  own  expence.  This  image 
wrought  innumerable  miracles,  and  continued  in  great  fame 
till  the  difiolutionh 

*  Bl.  L  449,  450, 
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fFRIARS  PREACHERS,  DOMINICANS,  OR  BLACK  FRIARS. 


IN  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  order  of 
Friars  Preachers  was  introduced  at  Thetford  by  Henry  duke 
..of  Lancafter,  who  gave  them  the  church  of  the  Trinity11, 
on  the  Suffolk  fide,  where  a  noble  pointed  arch  of  its  north 
tranfept  remains  entire  in  the  free-fchool,  and  divides  the 
fchool  from  the  mailer’s  houfe.  This  fcite  had  been  at 
fir  if  bought  and  inhabited  by  the  Cluniac  monks,  who  re- 
moved  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  their  founder’s  life, 
leaving  here  an  unfinifhed  cioifter  which  had  been  three  years 
building,  and  whofe  area  between  the  church  and  the  river 
with  the  walls  of  the  refedfory  in  a  great  meafure  Handing  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  court,  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Canon’s  Clofe.  Sir  Edmund  Gonvile,  parfon  of  Terrington, 
who  had  been  ffeward  to  earl  Warren,  and  afterwards  to  Henry 
earl  of  Lancafter,  perfuaded  the  latter  between  1327  and  1345, 
to  apply  this  fcite  to  the  fame  ufe  for  which  he  had  obtained 
the  confent  of  his  former  patron,  and  he  was  thenceforth  con- 
fidered  as  a  principal  founder  with  the  two  earls.  The  earl 
of  Lancafter  gave  them  the  fcite  of  Maifon  Dieu,  and  they 

u  Pat.  12  E.  IIT.  p.  1.  m.  5,  vel  6.  Pat.  45  E.  III.  p.  1.  m.  7.  Pat.  10  R.  II* 
p.  1.  m.  2.  Rot.  Cl.  10  R.  II.  m.  19.  Pat.  1  H.  IV.  p.  7.  m.  26,  vcl  27. 

pulled 
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pulled  down  all  but  the  hofpital,  where  they  placed  a  brother 
or  two,  and  thence  the  houfe  was  called  the  Priory  of  Maifon 
Dieu  as  well  as  Black  Friars.  Part  of  the  revenues  of  that 
houfe  was  given  them  foon  after  to  be  received  of  the  prior  of 
the  canons.  In  1359  the  advowfon  was  fettled  by  fine  to  pafs 
with  the  manor  of  Thetford.  In*  1370  they  purchafed  all  the 
houfes  between  their  convent  and  the  ftreet,  and  had  leave 
from  the  king  to  pull  them  down  and  enlarge  their  houfe x. 

I  do  not  find  that  the  endowments  of  this  houfe  were  very  great, 
but  it  rather  appears  that  the  friars  got  the  principal  part  of 
their  fubfiftence  by  preaching  and  begging.  They  had  1471 
liberty  of  warren  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  It  fcems  they  were 
apprehenfive  another  order  of  Mendicants  would  foon  be  found¬ 
ed  at  Thetford.  Probably  they  had  fome  intelligence  that  ' 
Auflin  Friars  were  to  be  introduced  and  eftabliffied  in  fome 
part  of  this  town.  In  order,  therefore,  to  guard  againfl  all  in¬ 
convenience  which  might  accompany  fuch eftablifhment,  they 
petitioned  the  king  1380,  that  he  would  take  them  under  his 
more  immediate  protection,  and  that  he  would  not  permit  any 
Mendicant  order  to  be  eftablifhed  near  their  monaftery.  In  con- 
fequence  hereof,  the  king  commanded  that  no  fuch  order 
of  Mendicants  fhould  be  placed  within  a  limited  diftance  from 
the  houfe  of  the  friars  preachers,  and  alfo  commanded  the 
mayor  and  other  officers  of  the  town  of  Thetford,  to  protect 
the  friars  preachers  from  oppreffion  of  every  kind,  and  that 
they  fhould  enjoy  all  their  accuftomed  privileges y. 

The 

x  Stowe  and  Speed  confound  this  priory  with  the  old  priory  of  St.  Mary  j 
Weevei,  in  the  dedication,  with  the  canons. 

Y  Pro  fhb’  crdinis  pdicator’  de  Thetford. 

It.  Majori  &  Ballivis  ac  alijs  mini-  alijs  Hall ivis  &  fidelibus  fuis  ad  quos, 
flris  luis  &.  alioP  quoramcitmq’  ville  See.  faltm.  Monftraverunt  nob’  dilefti 
<de  Thetford,  in  coin’  NorP  ac  omibus  nob’inXpo  prior  &  convent’ frm  ordinis 

pdicator’ 
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The  following  circumftance  induces  me  to  think  that  their 
monaftery  here  was  a  building  of  fome  elegance ;  that  the 
prior  of  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft  fuperb  monafteries  in 
Europe  would  otherwife  never  have  chofen  any  part  of  this 
lioule  for  his  occafional  reftdence,  as  appears  by  an  indenture 
made  between  both  parties,  to  this  effect  :  That  the  prior  and 
-convent  of  St.  Edmunds  bury  fhould  have  the  bef!  room  in  the 
monaftery  of  the  Friars  Preachers,  with  every  thing  thereto 
belonging,  which  room  was  called  the  Recreatory ,  but  upon 
this  condition,  that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bury  ftiould  not  ali¬ 
enate  or  dilpofe  of  that  room,  without  the  confent  of  the  Friars 
Preachers.  The  indenture  was  dated  on  the  fe aft  of  St.  Agatha 
the  virgin  and  martyr,  1423^. 

Benefadtors 


*pdicator’  ville  pdee  ut  cum  ordo  pdcus 
p  Iras  aplicas  privilegiatus  exiilet  qd 
nulla  domus  ordinis  mendicancium 
fun  dab  it1  nec  edificabit’circa  domos  dci 
ordinis  p  fpacium  trefeenrar’  cannar’ 
Sc  nob’  humilit’  fupplicarunt  ut  cum 
quidam  falutis  fue  immemores  di&um 
privilegimn  infringere  machinantes 
quedam  in  villa  pdea  in  pjudiciu  ipor’ 
pioris  &  fratrum  ac  contra  privilegiu 
pdcum  facere  Sc  attemptare  intendant, 
Velimus  eis  de  grofo  remedio  in  hac 
pte  de  benignitate  nra  regia  fpvidcre, 
nos  ^  eo  qd  fatis  nob’ conftat’  ordine 
pdcum  privilegio  humoi  commnri  vo- 
lentes  ad  fultentaconem  &  fupporta- 
conem  ordinis  illius  ac  confervaconem 
llatus  dcor’  prioris  &  convent’  &  pri¬ 
vilege  pdei  manus  apponere  adjutrices 
vob’  pcipimus  firmit’  injungentes  qd 
jpos  priorem  Sc  conventual  ac  datum  & 
priv'tlegium  pdcum  in  quantum  julte 
poteritis  manuteneatis  qitegatis  et  de- 
fendatis  non  facientes  eis  nec  quantum 
in  vob’  ell  quofeunq’  alios  facere  vel 


atteniptare  pmittentes  quicqm  qd  in 
derogationem  five  lefionem  fui  privi¬ 
lege  cedere  valeatullo  modo  volentes,  et 
<p  ea  indemnitate  iporum  prioris  Sc  con- 
ventus  in  hac  parte  volentes  jpvitlere 
trasnraspatentesfi  queincontrarium  dci 
privilegij  fuerit  fa&um  tenore  pfencium 
revocamus  Sc  penitus  adnullamus.  In 
cujus,  See.  T.  R.  apud  Weltm’  vi  die 
Novembrb 

p  bre  de  privato  figillo  ex  autog, 
penes  J.  Worth. 

z  Prior  Sc  conventus  fratrum  predi- 
cator’  Thetford  concelferunt  priori 
Wiltmo  Curteys  et  conventui  de  Bury 
et  eor’  fuccefforibus  quandam  came- 
ram  infra  prioratum  dcor’  frum  inibi 
hofpitand’  cum  diverterint  p  illas  ptes. 

Univeriis  pateat  p  pfentes  qd  nos 
prior  Sc  conventus  ordinis  frum  predi- 
catoruir.Thetfordconceffirnus  vencrabili 
patri  et  Domino  Diio  Witto  priori  mon’ 
sci  Edmundi  de  Bury  et  ejufd’  ecclic 
fratribus  qifeffis  prefentibus  Sc  futuris 
quandam  cameram  meliorem  nfi  con¬ 
ventus 
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Eenefa£tors  and  perfons  buried  in  the  church  :  Sir  Thomas 
Hertford  1370.  Thomas  W alter  of  Thetford  1419;  he  gave 
13s.  4d.  to  the  priory,  to  St.  Anthony’s  high  altar  6s.  8d.  to 
the  canons  6s.  8d.  and  2od.  to  each  feparate  canon  ;  to  Corpus 
Chrifti  gild  6s.  8d  ;  to  St.  Mary’s  gild  6s.  8d  ;  to  the  nuns 
13s.  4d.  to  the  priory  of  monks  6s.  8d.  to  William  Rernham 
and  Jeffery,  two  monks,  each  2od.  to  the  other  monks  each 
1 2d.  See.  Sec. 

1416,  John  Auflin,  rechor  of  Wangford,  gave  40s,  to 
build  a  perke  in  the  church. 

1477,  Elizabeth  wife  of  Roger  Oldman,  perhaps  mother 
of  the  then  prior,  gave  a  legacy  to  a  light  before  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  was  buried  here,  as  were 

About  1455,  Sir  William  Rerdwell,  fen. 

1478,  John  Elingham  of  Fersfield. 

1494,  John  lord  Scroop,  of  Bolton,  who  died  at  Eaft 

Herling. 

1499,  William  Skepper,  and  John  Fyfliere,  burgefs. 

1516,  William  Qnge,  of  Hepworth. 

1504,  John  Wiffet,  of  Barton,  by  Mildenhall,  left  a  le¬ 
gacy  to  the  brethren  of  the  Dominican  order  here,  for  ten 
maffes,  See.  for  ten  days  after  his  deceafe. 

1531,  William  Keye,  of  Garboldilham,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  bequeathed  to  each  houfe  of  friars  in  Thetford,  u  to 
“  be  prayed  for,  3s.  2d.  Item .  To  the  nunys  in  the  lame 

ventus  cum  min’  alias  dicta,  coe  recre-  figillum  nrum  coe  pfentibus  eft  appen- 
atorium,  fed  deinceps  de  unanimi  omm  fum.  Dut’  in  dome  nra  capitular’  in 
nrum  alfenfu  nuncupanda  eft  domes  fefto  see  Agathe  virginis  &  martiris, 
sciEdmi:  ad  habend’ et  occupand’  ,put  anno  Dili  milimo  quadringentefimo  vi- 
eifdem  venabilib’  patribus  &  dominis  ceumo  ttio. 

placuerit  be  qct  non  liceat  eis  fine  af-  Ex  Regidro  Hoflilarim  de  Bury 

fenfu  nri  convent’  pdca-m  came  ram  cum  compilatum  per  fratrem  An- 

annexis  dare  vel  alienate  quovis  dream  Ailone  1426.  Cotton 


modo.  In  cujus  conceiTionis  tdlimon’ 


Library,  Claudius  A.  XII. 

u  town 


Z 
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“  town  ns.  Item.  I  gyffe  and  bequethe  half  an  acre,  See. 
“  and  other  pieces  of  land,  the  which  londes  I  have  and  liolde 
u  aft  the  bequeft  of  Sir  William  Pece,  preeft,  to  geve  to  a 
u  frier  of  the  ordyr  of  prechors  in  Thetford,  to  fey  a  fermon 
u  yerly  evermore.” 

Joan  de  Buers  gave  25  marks  for  five  priefts3. 

1504,  March  12,  the  bifhop  out  of  love  and  refpe£t 
to  mafter  Driver,  licenfed  brother  Thomas  Crofs  to  he 
a  penitentiary  throughout  his  whole  diocefe,  and  preach  where 
he  would,  with  indulgence  of  forty  days  pardon  to  all  who 
would  affift  him.  Query,  if  Driver  was  then  prior  here.  * 

Peter  Oldman,  D.  D.  was  prior  here  1475.  Mr.  Blom- 
field  cites  an  inflrument  under  the  common  feai  of  this  houfe, 
by  which  he  admitted  Thomas  Hurton  and  Margery  his  wife 
to  be  fecular  brethren  of  this  convent,  and  to  choofe  their 
own  confeffor  K. 

Here  were  at  the  difiolution  a  prior  and  five  brethren. 
The  furrender  of  this  monaftery  begins  as  follows  : 

u  Richard  Cley,  prior  of  the  houle  of  friars  in  Thetford,  to 
u  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift  to  whom,  this  prefent  writing  fhall 
u  come,  alfo  called  Richard,,  prior  of  the  houle  or  priory 
“  commonly  called  the  Black  Friars  and  convent  of  the  fame 
u  place,  health  in  the  Lord.  Know  ye  that  we  the  forefaid  prior 
“  and  convent,  with  unanimous  affent  and  confent,  with 
“  minds  deliberate,  and  of  our  own  free-will  and  certain 
“  knowledge,.  and  for  certain  juft  and  reafonable  caules  our 

*  Pateat  univerlis  per  prefentes  quod  ego  frater  Robertus  de  Bertone,  prior 
fratrum  ordinis  predicatorum  Theffordie  percepi  per  manus  reverendi  dom* 
Johanne  de  Bures  25  marcas  pro  quinque  facerdotibus  celebrantibus  per  an’ 
pro  animabus  reverendorum  dominorum  domini  Roberti,  et  dni  Andrece  prioris 
prefati  diii  Roberti,  et  omnibus  defundis.  Exorig,  pen.  T.  M. 

k  Autog.  in  cilia  feof.  paroch.  S.  Jacobi  de  Icklingham. 


u  foul's 
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“  fouls  and  confciences  in  a  fpecial  manner  moving,  freely 
u  and  of  our  own  accord  have  given,  granted,  and  by  thefe 
“  prefents  do  give,  grant,  reftore,  releafe,  and  confirm  to  the 
fi  moft  illuftrious  prince  our  lord  Henry  VIII.  by  the  grace  of 
“  God  of  England,  France,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  lord 
u  of  Ireland,  and  on  earth  fupreme  head  of  the  Englifh 
Ci  church,  all  our  faid  priory  or  houfe  called  the  Black  Friars 
“  in  Thetford  aforefaid,  together  with  all  and  lingular  mef- 
u  fuages,  gardens,  tofts,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feeds, 
“  paftures,  woods,  rents,  reverfions,  fervices,  mills,  paffages, 
“  liberties,  franchifes,  jurifdidlions,  filheries,  ways,  lanes, 
“  empty  houfes,  and  all  and  lingular  emoluments,  profits, 
u  poffeflions,  hereditaments,  and  all  our  right  whatfoever 
“  within  the  kingdom  of  England  and  Wales,  alfo  to  our 
“  houfe  or  priory,  our  lands  and  tenements,  and  every  thing 
“  belonging,  together  with  all  kinds  of  charters,  evidences, 
“  writings,  and  fecurities  whatfoever  to  our  houfe  or  priory, 
“  lands  and  tenements,  and  other  premifes,  with  their  ap- 
“  purtenances,  or  to  any  parcel  by  any  means  belonging  or 
“  relating,  to  have,  to  hold,  and  enjoy  the  faid  houfe  or 
“  priory,  and  all  and  lingular  the  forefaid  lands,  tenements, 
“  and  other  premifes,  with  all  and  lingular  their  appurtenances 
“  to  the  forefaid  invincible  prince  and  our  lord  the  king,  his 
“  heirs  and  afligns  for  ever,  to  which  on  our  part,  to  all  ef- 
u  fe£t  of  right,  which  may  or  can  (rom  thence  follow,  we 
“  the  faid  houfe  or  priory,  and  all  rights  whatfoever  to  us  be- 
“  longing,  as  it  becometh,  fubmit.  and  fubjedl,  by  giving 
u  and  granting,  as  by  thefe  prefents  we  give  and  grant,  to  his 
u  majefty,  his  heirs  and  afligns,  all  and  every  full  and 
u  free  liberty,  authority,  and  power  of  the  faid  houfe  or 
“  priory,  together  with  all  and  lingular  lands  and  tenements 

Z  2.  u  and 
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<c  and  lingular  premifes,  with  their  rights  and  appurtenances 
u  whatfoever,  for  his  niajelfy  to  difpofe  at  his  pleafure  to  the 
“  ufes  he  111  all  judge  expedient0.” 

This  furrender  was  dated  30  Henry  VIII.  and  fubfcribed  by 
the  prior,  Richard  Cley,  Robert  Baldry,  Edward  Dyer,  Ed¬ 
mund  Palmer,  and  two  more,  and  is  written  upon  a  long 
flip  of  parchment,  in  nineteen  lines c*. 

Their  feal  was  a  figure  holding  up  its  hands,  in  a  Gothic 
nich,  under  which  a  half  monk.  Infcription,  S.  prioris  et 


predicate  'Thejfbrd . 


Thofe  mercenary  monks  were  obliged  by  royal  authority  to 
relign  what  they  valued  moil  upon  earth,  and  declare  the 
will  of  their  fovereign  to  be  the  motion  of  their  own  minds ; 
whereas  their  polfeffions  were  extorted  from  them  contrary  to 
their  willies  and  inclinations.  They  acquired  their  wealth 
by  hypocrify,  and  parted  with  it  under  the  influence  of  the 
fame  principle. 

Weever,  page  827,  fays,  this  houle  at  its  dillblution  wTas 
valued  at  39L  6s.  qd. 

The  feite  was  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerfione,  to  hold  in  capite  by  fervice  of  the  twentieth 
part  of  a  fee  and  56^  yearly  rent.  He  left  it  to  his  heirefs, 
and  it  defeended  to  Sir  Edward  Clere,  who  fold  it  with  the 
canons  to  which  it  now  belongs6. 

o 


The 


c  Tranfcribed  by  T.  Martin,  from  the  original  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
<l  Blomfield  428. 

e  Minifters  accounts,  Norfolk,  32  H.  VIII.  pars  fecunda  in  the  Augmentation 


Office. 


Compus  Rici  Fulmerflon  colledoris  ibidem  per  tempus 


Arreragia  nulla  pront  in  pede  ultimi  computi  anni  px’ 
pceden’  plenius  pater. 


Sm 
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The  church  was  thirty-fix  feet  iu  length 
There  are  confiderable  remains  of  the  nave  and  north  trail-- 
feptg.  The  free-fehool  occupies  the  centre.  The  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  eaft  end  were  dug  up  1777?  and  a  houfe  built  011 
part  of  the  feite.  Three  arches  of  the  north  and  one  of  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  nave  are  almoft  entire.  The  weft  front  mea- 
fures  50  feet,  the  north  fide  93  feet  to  the  fchool,  whole  end 
meafures  about  30  for  the  width  of  the  north  tranfept.  Againft 
the  north  aile  have  been  built  chimnies,  probably  belonging 
to  the  billiop’s  palace  while  this  church  was  the  cathedral,, 
and  between  the  north  wall  and  the  cloifter  is  a  fpace  of 
eleven  feet.. 


Sm  null. 


Fir  m3  feif  nup  Dom’ 
ifrm. 


FirmaTerr’  iBm. 


In  Compo  Ree. 


Set  redd’  compm  de  iij/.  iiij d.  de  firma  feitus  nup'. 
domus  ibm  unacum  ort’  pomar’  gardin,  terr*  et  folo  in¬ 
fra  feitum  ambitum  &  ^cindl’  dide  nup  domus  in  tenura 
&  occupacone  fupdei  Ricardi,  p  annu  folvend*  ad  duos 
anni  terminos  videlt  ad  fella  annuncacois  bte  Marie  Vir- 
ginis  &c  sci  Micliis  Arc'hi  equaliter  p  annu. 

Siri  iij/.  iiij^. 

Et  de  xij(7.  de  firm  a  unius  pecie  terre  jacen’  fppe 
feitu  pdcum  dim  ill'’.  Rico  Fulmerflon  p  indentur’  ut 
dicitur  q?  termino  annor’  folvend’  ad  fella  sci  Micbis- 
Archangeli,  et  annuncacois  beate  Marie  Virginis  equa**- 
liter  p  annu. 

Sm  xij d. 

Sfn  totalis  oneris  iiij/.  iiij^.  que  onerat’'  in  compo* 
Rici  Southwell  mil*  receptoris  pticl’  dhi  regis  cur’  aug-- 
mentac’  revenc’  corone  in  com’  Norf’  &  Suf’  <put  in.- 
-compo  dci  receptor’  hujus  anni  fup  hnne  compm  exa- 
minat’  plenius  liquet. 


Q.-  eq;. 

*  Willis  Mitr.  Abb.  II.  330.  ex  W.  Worcefter.- 
s  See  PI.  V.. 


€  ii  a 
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C  H  A  P.  XIV. 

0 

OF  THE  CANONS  OF  ST.  SEPULCHRE-. 


THE  canons  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  whofe  order  was  eftab- 
lifhed  1109,  were  fettled  here  by  William  third  earl 
Warren  and  Surry11,  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  who  gave 
him  certain  lands  for  that  purpofe  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town 
on  the  Suffolk  fide,  and  their  monaftery  was  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  for  Auguftine  monks.  The  earl  gave  them 

a  quadrigate  of  land  in  the  fields  adjoining,  together  with  all 

■* 

the  churches  and  tithes  in  Thetford,  with  other  privileges, 
in  as  extenfive  manner  as  he  received  them  from  the  king. 
He  alfo  gave  a  fair  twice  a  year,  on  the  Invention  of  the  Holy 
Crofs  in  May,  and  on  the  Exaltation  of  the  fame ;  his  two  bro¬ 
thers  Ralph  and  Reginald  de  Warren  being  witnefles.  In  this 
charter  he  recommends  the  defence  of  his  new  foundation  to 
his  brother  palmer  s',  he  being  then  going  on  a  crufade. 

Hameline  earl  Warren,  who  married  Ifabell  his  daughter 
and  heir,  and  died  1202,  confirmed  that  grant,  and  gave  them 
another  fair,  to  be  held  on  the  feaft  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre k. 
Among  the  witneftes  are  William  Warren,  fon  of  Reginald 
Warren.  He  alfo  gave  them  20s.  rent,  and  the  tenth  of  his 
mills  called  Picmilne  and  Hindolfnes  mill  in  Thetford1. 

h  There  is  no  little  obfcurity  in  fixing  the  founder  of  this  houfe.  Bifhop  Tan¬ 
ner  fays,  “  The  firft  charter  in  the  Monafticon  mufl:  be  William  the  Third’s 
“  from  the  names  of  his  mother  and  brothers.”  Sir  William  Dugdale,  Bar.  I. 
75.  calls  his  mother  Elizabeth.  If  the  bifhop  and  Mr.  Blomfield  are  right,  he 
died  1148.  See  his  charter  in  the  confirmation  of  it  by  his  great-grandfon 
John  earl  Warren,  Mon.  Ang.  II.  574,  ex  autog.  in  Bibl.  Devefiana. 

*  Palmiferis  fratribus  meis. 
k  Mon.  Ang.  ib. 

1  lb'  P*  575* 


William 
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William  earl  Warren  gave  10s.  rent  out  of  his  mill  at 
Brendmilne  m. 

William  earl  Warren,,  fon  to  Hameline,  gave  fixty  acres 
of  land  in  pure  alms  for  ever ;  he  alfo  confirmed  Faverton 
field,,  before  given  by  Thurftan  the  fon  of  Algarn. 

John  earl  Warren  confirmed  the  lands  called  Faverton-field, 
and  died  1304. 

King  Henry  IT.  gave  to  the  canons,  in  perpetual  alms* 
fixty  acres  of  land  in  his  demefne  of  Thetford0. 

In  1195  there  arofe  a  controverfy  between  the  dean  and 
clergy  of  Thetford*  and  the  canons,  concerning  tithes  of 


m 


Mr.  Blomfield  confounds  this  William  with  Hameline,  L  435.. 
n  Mon.  Ang.  II.  575. 

Confirmatio  comitis  Warenn*  de  terris  catronicor’  in  Thefford  &  Favertonfield. 


Ex  cop’  fup 
papyr’  penes 

P.  L.  N. 


Willielmus  comes  Warenn*  omnibus  &  fingulis  tarn  prefentibus 
quam  futuris  falutem.  Sciatis  me  dediffe  et  confirmalfe  Deo  et 
canonicis  Sandti  Sepulchri  ThefFord  omnes  terras  et  tenementa. 
que  habent  infra  burgum  de  Thefford,  et  extra  .cum  omnibus 
fuis-pertinentijs  impuram  et  perpetuam  elemofinam,  libera,  fola, 
et  feparata,,  abfq  omni  calumpnia;  et  omnes  ecclefias  meas  in 
Thefford,  et  decimas  omnium  terrarum  et  faldarum  totius  do- 
minij  mei  in  villa,  et  in  campis  predi&is.  Do  eciam  eis  et  con- 
firmo  omnes  terras  et  tenementa  fua  in  Favertunefeld  que  habent 
ex  dono  Thurflini  filij  Algari,  et  ex  dono  Osberti  filij  Stanardi 
hominum  eorum  cum  turbarijs,  pratis,  pafcuis  et  paffuris  ad  om-  - 
nia  aniraalia  fua  pafcenda ;  et  bruarium  in  eoclm  campo  ad  omnia 
neceffaria  fua  quoquomodo  -voluerint  radicanda...  Teffe  Willielmo 
epifcopo  Norwich 

Henricus  Rex  Anglorum  omnibus  &  fingulis  falutem.  Sciatis  me  conceffifi'd 
et  confirmaffe  Deo  et  canonicis  San&i  Sepulchri  Thefford,  omnes  terras  et  tene- 
menta  que  habeut  infra  burgum  et  extra  cum  fuis  pertinentijs  in.puram  et  per¬ 
petuam  elemofinam,  libera,  fola,  et  feparata,  abfq  omni  calumpnia.  Ac  etiam  . 
omnes  terras  et  tenementa  fua  in  Favertonefeld  cum  turbarijs,  pratis,  pafcuis,, 
et  pafluris,  ad  omnia  animalia  fua  pafcenda,  et  bruarium  in  eodem  campo  ad 
omnia  neceffaria  fua  quoquomodo  voluerint  radicanda.  Tefie  *  Willielmo  epif-  - 
eopo  Norwicenh  See  Plac.  ap.  Weftm.*  7  John,  pars-  1.  13.  de  levatione  falcle 
in  Thetford  verfus  Norfolk. 

0  MS.  D.  N.. 

*  William  Tnrbus,  a  Norman,  confeerated  at  Canterbury  by  archbifb op  Theobald.  .  Such  as.  are 
ignorant  of  the  deprivation  of  his  predeceflor  Everard,  will  have  it  that  he  iucteeded  in  1 1 50,  whereas 
is  reality  he  entered  upon  the  epifcopal  dignity  in  1 146,  and  died  in  the  29th  year  ot  his  confecration. , 

7  lauds.- 
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lands  which  were  given  to  the  canons  by  Hameline  earl 
Warren,  which  was  decided  by  John  bifhop  of  Norwich  in 
this  manner,  that  the  canons  fhould  have  all  the  tithes  then 
in  the  demefnes  of  the  fakl  earl,  and  the  dean  and  clergy* 
from  that  time,  receive  all  tithes  out  of  lands  that  were  not 
of  the  demefnes  of  the  faid  earl  P. 

Odo,  foil  of  John  de  Herling,  by  deed  undated,  gave  a  rood 
of  land  in  Eaft  Herling. 

1202,  William  Effun  fettled  lands  in  Huningliam  and 
Thorp  by  Huningham. 

1207,  The  prior  owed  king  John  10 ol.  for  the  manor  of 
Lodcombe,  in  the  county  of  Berks. 

1234,  Herbert  de  Alencon  acknowledged  free  tenement  in 
Gayzle,  Heygham,  and  Ravenham  in  Suffolk,  of  the  prior, 
by  divers  lervices  here,  in  lieu  of  which  he  agreed  to  pay 
5s.  6d.  per  annum d. 

Sir  Jeffery  de  Furneaux,  knt.  lord  of  Middle  Herling,  died 
and  was  buried  by  his  wife  Amicia  in  their  church,  for  which 
he  gave  the  ninth  fheaf  of  all  his  demefnes  in  Bircham  and 
Middle  Herling,  with  a  meffuage  and  1 2  acres  there,  con¬ 
firmed  by  her  fon  and  grandfon.  Their  temporals  were  taxed 
at  2S.  but  the  fpiritualities  were  never  taxed,  becaufethe  prior 
always  received  a  compenfation  of  23s.  4a.  a  year  in  lieu  of 
it.  The  tenement  was  held  of  the  prior  at  is.  per  annum. 

About  1250,  Alice  wife  of  Sir  Michael  Furneaux,  a  be- 
nefaffor,  was  buried  here. 

1253,  Henry  III.  granted  free  warren  in  all  their  lands  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

1272,  he  gave  them  lands  in  Thetford,  value  20s.  per  ami r. 

r  MS.  W.  fo.  83. 

■5  Fin.  SufF.  19  FI.  III.  m.  158.  de  fervirris  in  Gafele,  &c. 

3  Hot.  Fin.  Norf.  12  H.  Ilk  in.  135.  pro  ten.  in  Thetford. 
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1274,  Thomas  de  Burgh  gave  the  ninth  fheaf  of  all  his 
d'emefne  lands  in  Somerton  in  Suffolk,  and  Burgh  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  (hire,  in  exchange  for  the  advowfon  cf  Somerton. 

The  prior  was  taxed  for  his  portion  in  Burgh  5  3s.  4th 
and  for  all  his  fpiritualities  in  Suffolk  61.  13s.  4 d.  and  for  all 
his  temporalities  79s.  ids. 

1278,  R.obert  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Furneaux,  was  buried 
here,  as  was  his  mother  Cecily,  and  his  father  Simon  1288, 
and  Sir  John  de  Furneaux,  fon  and  heir  of  the  faid  Robert, 
about  1318,  with  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Twinfted. 

10  Ed.  I.  William  Nunne  of  Thetford  granted  to  Ralph, 
prior  of  the  canons,  for  20s.  a  meffuage,  with  its  appurte¬ 
nances,  in  Thetford,  towards  procuring  veilments  for  the 
canons,  paying  yearly  to  earl  Warren  2d.  for  all  fervice. 

1347,  the  hofpitalof  Maifon  Dieu  was  fettled  on  them,  as 
its  antient  revenues  had  been  before. 

1364,  the  prior  had  licence  to  take  in  mortmain  lands  in 
Bernham  and  Rarningham,  and  Knatfhill,  Suffolk r,  and  1392, 
1 6  R.  II.  the  abbot  of  Bury  licenced  him  to  purchafe  the  tene¬ 
ment  called  Pleyford  in  Barnham  near  the  redtory  houfe  of  St. 
Michael’s  parifh,  with  its  homages,  fervices,  rents,  and  fold- 
courfe  for  400  fheep,  and  fevenfcore  acres  of  arable,  worth  a 
halfpenny  each  acre,  all  formerly  belonging  to  maker  Walter 
of  Elveden,  held  of  the  fee  of  St.  Edmund,  purchafed  of  faid 
Walter  to  the  ufe  of  the  prior  by  Peter,  redtor  of  Fakenham 
parva,  Adam  Foxcle,  redtor  of  St.  Ethelred,  Thetford,  and 
John  Dauntre,  redtor  of  Broome,  for  which  the  abbot  re- 
ferved  a  relief  of  2s.  9d.  at  the  inftallation  of  every  prior,  be¬ 
tides  old  fervices. 

s  Fin.  Suffolk,  1  Ed.  I.  n.  27.  de  nona  garba  in  Somerton  &  Burgh  de  duicis 
Tho.  de  Burgo. 

1  Pat.  39  E.  III.  p.  2.  m.  10. 
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The  indenture  begins  thus  : 

“  This  indenture  made  between  the  right  reverend  father 
“  William  abbot  of  St.  Edmund,  and  the  convent  of  the  fame 
“  place,  of  one  part,  and  the  prior  of  St.  Sepulchre  in  Thet- 
“  ford,  and  convent  of  the  fame  place  of  the  other  part,  wit- 
a  neffes,  that  the  late  prior  and  convent  of  that  place,  by 
“  the  confent  and  affent  of  John  de  Brinkelee,  abbot,  prede- 
“  ceffor  of  the  faid  William,  abbot,  lately  purchafed  for  him- 
u  felf  and  convent  for  ever  one  meffuage,  containing  133 
u  acres  of  arable  land,  one  acre  of  meadow,  and  one  fold- 
66  courfe,  with  patture  to  the  fame  belonging,  and  the  labour 
“  of  one  man  for  eight  days,  and  the  ufe  of  a  cart  and  plough 
“  for  three  days  in  autumn,  paying  yearly  22  pence  rent, 
“  and  on  the  election  of  a  new  abbot,  to  pay  two  fhillings  by 
“  way  of  relief11.” 


Thofe  lands  lay  in  feparate  parcels  as  follow : 


acres 

Blethow  6 

Lampithill 
Brad  field 
Merlfchill 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Crakmudhill 
Sta11welhhi.il 

In  all  133  acres 
computation. 


acres 


acres 


r> 

o 

10 

4 

4 

3 

4 
3 
3 


Langlond  30 
Wolfton  Thorne  7 
Bur  way 
Hawkerfhill 
Podelond 
F  rolfonfty 
Hundger  field 
Ditto 


3 

5 

6 

2 

5 

1 

2 


^arbotfland  2 
Efgodfmere  1 
Ditto  3 

Weftnorth  field  9 
Littlebrigway  5 
Eftnorthfield 
Portmere 
Ditto 

Palmer’s  Fen 


5 

4 

37 

2 


Scliadesfield 

the  foldcourfe  contains  200  acres  by 

/.  d. 

The  land  and  the  foldcourfe  thereto  belonging  418  o 
Simon  Quint i,  of  Thetford,  granted  to  God 
and  the  church  of  St.  Sepulchre,  for  the  health 

11  Regifter  William  Cratfield,  in  the  Cotton  Library,  fol.  30. 

of 


OF  THETFORD, 


W9 


of  his  foul,  a  certain  meffuage  in  or  near  Thet- 
ford,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  Hugh  Fraun- 
cis  for  two  marks  of  filver,  paying  to  the  laid 
Hugh  1  2d.  yearly,  and  to  earl  Warren  2d.  alfo 
one  piece  of  land  which  he  purchafed  of  the  faid 
Hugh  for  five  marks,  paying  yearly  to  the  faid 
Hugh  one  halfpenny,  and  to  earl  Warren  2d. 
alfo  one  meffuage,  formerly  demifed  by  the 
faid  Simon  to  Walter  le  Couper,  for  which  the 
prior  was  to  pay  yearly  to  the  matter  and  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  1  2d. 
for  which  grant  the  prior  and  the  canons  re¬ 
ceived  him  into  all  their  prayers  -  -  0150 

They  had  a  meffuage  in  Kentfordx. 

1400,  Sir  William  Berdwell,  fen.  gave  a  legacy. 

1442,  Henry  VI.  granted  leave  that  240  acres  of  land,  600 
of  pafture  and  heath,  with  liberty  of  four  foldcourfes  in  Crox- 
ton,  and  a  meffuage  and  garden  in  Thetford,  might  be  fettled 
to  found  a  chantry  in  this  church. 

1464,  the  prior  fued  John  Legat,  rector  of  Tuden- 
ham  by  Barton  Togryngy,  for  an  annual  penfion  of  61.  due  to 
the  prior  and  detained  for  years,  but  the  prior  recovered  it  by 
proof  that  he  was  always  taxed  at  12s.  tenths  for  the  portion. 
This,  with  their  portion  in  Wratting  parva,  which  was  taxed  at 
4d.  ob.  q.  and  that  at  Somerton,  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Fill- 
merfton,  and  came  to  Sir  Edward  Clere.  About  this  time  they 

were  taxed  10s.  for  their  temporals  in  Wiggenhall  St.  Germans. 

/ 

1499,  William  Fifhere,  burgefs,  gave  them  a  legacy. 
x  Efc.  Stiff.  33  E.I.  11.98. 

y  Barton-mills,  Two-grinds ,  hecaufe  there  were  two  mills,  or  one  mill  had 
two  ffones,  which  was  not  ufual  at  that  time.  Bl. 


A  a  2 
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15 1 1,  Robert  Love,  burgefs  of  Thetford,  gave  the  prior 
13s.  4c!.  “  Item.  I  wol  and  aftigne  to  the  honor  and  wur- 

“  fhipp  of  St.  Savior  at  the  chanons  an  hool  veftment  with  al 
“  the  pertin.  the  pryce  of  xxl.” 

I  find  that  an  indenture  was  made  between  the  canons 
and  the  m after  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Saviour,  wherein  the 
canons  promife  to  pay  to  the  hofpital  half  a  mark  of  filver 
yearly,  for  land  belonging  to  that  hofpital,  and  all  by  the 
confent  of  the  abbot,  under  whofe  patronage  the  hofpital  was; 
the  above  fum  the  canons  were  to  pay  by  their  celerer,  until 
they  had  made  full  fatisfadtion z.  Alfo  the  canons  were  to 
pay  all  burgal  fervice  due  to  the  lord  of  the  town,  and  two 
(hillings  to  the  prior  of  the  monks  of  Thetford.  This  deed 
was  confirmed  under  the  fcal  of  the  convent,  before  many 
witneffes. 

The  following  furvey  of  the  Canons  of  St.  Sepulchre,  taken 
Dec.  20,  133S,  is  tranfcribed  from  a  manufcript  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk. 

1 

There  belonged  to  this  monaftery  two  meffuages 
in  Nethergate-ftreet 

Another  melTuage  in  the  fame  part  of  the  town, 
after  every  deduction 

Within  the  fcite  of  the  monaftery  is  a  garden, 
which,  belides  what  is  confumed  of  its  pro¬ 
duce  in  the  houfe,  amounts  to 
There  is  a  piece  of  pafture  near  the  walls  of  the 
priory,  called  Abbots  Croft 

*  Regift.  Werktone,  in  the  Ilarleian  Library,  42,  B,  1. 
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The  prior  and  canons  hold  to  their  own  proper 
ufe  the  church  of  St.  Cuthbert,  value,  be¬ 
tides  the  falary  of  a  curate 
Alfo  the  churches  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Giles, 
valued  with  tithes  at  - 

The  church  of  St.  Edmund,  befides  the  falary  of 
a  curate  -  - 

The  church  of  St,  Lawrence,  ferved  by  one  of 
the  canons  - 

The  church  of  the  Trinity,  ferved  by  a  canon 
The  prior  receives  out  of  the  church  of  Tu- 
denham 

Alfo  tithes  of  corn  out  of  lands  in  the  dominion 
of  earl  Warren,  and  tithes  of  hay  out  of 
his  meadow  - 

Alfo  20  quarters  of  rye,  6  quarters  of  oats,  and 
the  produce  of  two  acres  of  meadow  land, 
whether  corn  or  hay — — no  price  fet. 

The  tithes  of  the  cuftoms,  and  toll  of  Thetford 
market  - 

Out  of  the  mills  and  filheries  of  earl  Warren 
Alfo  out  of  the  fame  mills 

Alfo  the  tithe  of  corn  out  of  feveral  parcels  of 
land  in  Thetford  -  - 

Out  of  a  meflliage  in  Weftgate 
For  two  mefluages  -  A  - 
Lands  and  nine  fmal-1  mefluages  in  Thetford 
For  nine  other  mefluages  - 
Alfo  three  mefluages  - 

Alfo  fifteen  fmall  tenements  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  -  - 


x8i 
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Alfo  five  tenements  -  o 

Alfo  four  different  tenements  o 

Alfo  twelve  other  tenements  of  different  valu¬ 
ations  o 

Brendmill  in  the  occupation  of  die  priorefs  of 
the  nuns  -  o 

Arable  land  in  Dodwell  -  i 

Three  pieces  of  land  containing  nine  acres  o 

Alfo  another  piece  of  arable  land  containing 
three  acres  -  -  o 

Capon  acre,  and  one  acre  and  half  lying  near 
the  caftle  wall  -  -  o 

Six  acres  and  half  lying  in  Faverton  field  and 
Wolfingmerefhift  -  o 

Thornway  Shift,  in  the  fame  field,  five  acres 
three  rods  and  a  half  -  -  o 

In  Coningerfield  Shift  Hever  Lond  26  acres  and 
a  half  in  feparate  pieces  o 

in  Halle  Shifts,  fix  acres  in  various  pieces  o 

I11  Stonyfield  Shifts,  in  feparate  parcels,  1 3  acres  o 
In  Efthymmyngilhowfeld  Shift,  fifteen  acres 
three  rods,  proper  for  railing  barley  o 

In  Wefthymmyngifiiowfeld  Shift  leven  acres 
three  rods  in  feparate  pieces  o 

In  Brend  thirty  acres  one  rod  in  divers  pieces  o 

In  Drymore  one  piece  of  land  called  Canons  Core, 
containing  10  acres  o 

In  Oftyfeld  and  Berghfeld,  15  acres  3  rods  o 

In  Grenepytfeld,  Berghfeld,  See.  1 7  acres  3  rods  o 
Alfo  in  Bergh  and  Lampythowe,  Sec.  10  acres  o 


s.  d. 
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Land  arable  in  Weftwick  field,  166  acres  \  a  rod  1  19  10 
Alfo  liberty  of  one  foldcourfe  belonging  to  thofe 
lands,  in  which  they  might  feed  500  fheep, 
and  might  remove  thofe  fheep  to  Brend  for 
change  of  palture  when  the  fhepherd  pleal'ed, 
and  have  conveniency  for  wafhing  them. 

Alfo  the  canons  might  have  feed  for  their  cows 
and  great  cattle  in  all  the  paftures  of  the  ma¬ 
nor  of  Weftwick,  where  the  cows  and  great 
cattle  of  the  fame  manor  feed,  befides  in- 
clofures  -  -  -  -  600 

Alfo  they  might  feed  their  cows  and  oxen  in  the 

paftures  of  Caldwell  -  -  -  044 

Alfo  they  might  feed  their  fwine  in  faid  pafture  020 
Alfo  293  acres  of  meadow  and  arable  land  lying 
-in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thetford,  in  feveral 
pieces,  value  -  -  ,  -  -  10120 

Alfo  they  have  liberty  of  one  foldcourfe  for  320 
fheep,  belonging  to  the  laid  land,  from  Weft¬ 
wick  field  to  the  church  of  All  Saints.  The 
foldcourfe  is  bounded  by  the  town  of  Thet- 
ford  on  one  part,  and  on  the  other  part  by 
the  chapel  of  St.  Margaret  and  the  London 
road.  They  had  alfo  liberty  to  remove  thofe 
fheep  from  one  place  to  another,  at  their 
pleafure.  The  canons  might  keep  1  2  milch 
cows  in  the  faid  pafture,  whofe  profit  amount^ 
ed  to  -  -  -  -  -  2  0  or, 

Alfo  400  wethers  and  300  ewe  fheep,  whole 

profit,  by  computation,  amounted  to  815  o 


H 
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They  had  in  all,  on  both  (ides  of  the  water,  about 
424  acres  of  land,  be fules  foldcourfes. 

The  canons  had  8  acres  3  rods  in  feveral  pieces 

in  Kilverffon  field  -  -  -  044^- 

In  Croxton  and  adjacent  parishes,  167  acres  ^a 

rod  of  arable  land  in  60  different  pieces  2  17  5^ 

There  were  two  foldcourfes  belonging  to  the 
faid  land,  one  of  them  fufficiently  extenfive 
for  400  wethers,  and  the  other  for  224  ewe 
fheep ;  alfo  thickets  which  amonnted  yearly 
•to  the  value  of  0100 


Dugdale  fays,  that  this  monaftery  was  endowed  with  no 
more  than  39I.  6s.  8d.  at  the  fuppreffion  ;  Speed  fays  49I. 
1 8s.  id.  both  are  confiderably  mifiaken,  for  it  appears  from 
the  above  cited  MS.  that  it  was  endowed  in  1338,  with  62I.  9s. 


Temporals  of  the  prior  of  the  canons  in  Suffolk3. 


In  Barningham,  rents 
In  Ixworth,  rents 
In  Waynford,  rents 
In  Gayfcle,  land  and  rents 
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1281  John  earl  Warren  gave  to  the  prior  of  the  canons 
and  his  fucceffors,  the  advowfon  of  Grefham  church,  which 
he  held  in  capite  as  part  of  the  manor  of  Caflle  Acre,  yet  the 
prior  did  not  prefent  to  it  till  it  was  confirmed  by  his  fon  John 
earl  W arren,  1 3  2  9 

In  1331,  Edward  III  licenfed  them  to  appropriate  the  rec¬ 
tory  to  their  monaftery,  but  they  did  not  get  the  bifhop’s 
confent,  and  therefore  in  1339  they  applied  to  pope  Boni¬ 
face  to  appropriate  it  to  them,  and  he  granted  them  leave 
to  take  pofleflion  of  all  the  profits  on  the  next  vacancy,  on 
condition  they  ferved  it  by  one  of  their  own  or  any  other  fe- 
cular  canons,  and  paid  all  epifcopal  dues.  The  bifhop  flill 
refilled  his  confent,  unlefs  they  endowed  a  vicarage,  and  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  the  common  tithes,  parfonage  houfe 
and  land.  They  were  no  fooner  pofleffed  hereof,  but  Robert 
the  prior  and  convent  granted  a  licence  1400,  to  Richard 
Man,  clerk,  and  others,  of  the  parfonage  and  croft  adjoin- 

b  “  Sachent  toutz  qi  font  et  feront  qe  nos  John  comite  de  Warenn  &  de  Surr* 
feign  de  Bromfeld  et  de  yal  avons  done,  grante,  et  par  cede  chartre  conferme  a 
dieu  et  al  eglife  de  Seym  Sepulcre  des  chanoignes  de  Thefford  et  al  priour  et 
as  chanoignes  illoges  dieu  fervantz  lavouveifonn  dil  eglife  de  Grefham  ove  totes 
les  apurteh  en  le  comte  de  Norf.  a  avoir  et  tenir  lavoveifonn  dil  avandite  efglife 
ove  totes  fes  apurtenances  al  priour  et  as  chanoignes  avantditz  et  a  leur  fuccef- 
fours  a  tous  iours  des  chiefs  feignours  du  ffe  pdurablement.  Et  nos  lavant  dit 
John  comite  de  Warrenh,  et  nos  heirs  lavoveifonn  del  efglife  avannt  dite  de 
Greflia  ove  totes  fes  apurtenances  al  dit  priour  et  a  fes  fuccefTours  garanntirons 
a  tous  jours.  Et  volons  et  granntons  pur  nos  et  pur  nos  heirs  qe  les  avanntdits 
priour  et  chanoyns  et  lour  fuccellours  puiTont  purchacer  la  dite  eglife  de  Greflia 
a  tenir  en  ppres  eus  fanns  deftourbaunce  ou  conntredit  de  nos  ou  de  nul  de  nos 
heirs  ou  de  nos  afflgnes  a  nul  iour  en  tefmoignaunce  de  quel  chofe  a  cede  chartre 
avons  mys  nre  feal  a  ces  teflnoignes.  Monf.  John  de  Wyfhrn,  Monf.  John  de 
Seyntphilebt,  Monf.  John  de  Breoufe,  Monf.  Rauf  bygot,  Monf.  William  de 
Garenn,  Monf.  Thom  de  Nerford,  John  Dacre,  Henr.  Chateritz,  Simonn  le 

Cas,  Pierres  markannt,  John  de  Goufhill,  Richard  Andr . Ian 

du  regne  de  roi  Edward  tiertz  aps  le . quart.” 
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ing,  for  200  years,  on  condition  of  performing  all  fervices  to 
the  priory0.  July  30,  1457?  the  vicarage  was  again  joined  to 
the  rectory,  referving  a  penlion  of  6s.  8d.  per  annum  from 
the  prior  to  the  redtor,  and  in  September  following  the  prior 
and  convent,  under  their  common  feal,  conveyed  the  rec¬ 
tory  to  John  Pafton,  efq.  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  and  fo  it  be¬ 
came  united  again  to  the  monaftery.  Some  time  after  a  copy 
of  the  deed  was  required  of  the  prior,  who  gave  one,  not 
under  the  common  feal,  but  another  for  particular  caufes, 
by  which  it  appears  they  had  two  feals  from  their  foundation. 
The  common  feal  exhibits  Chrift  riling  from  his  fepulchre, 
having  his  crofs  in  his  hand  ;  the  other  reprefents  him  Hand¬ 
ing,  his  right  hand  held  up,  and  a  crofs  in  his  left,  on  his 
right  lide  a  fhield  of  the  founder’s  arms,  on  his  left  a  crefcent. 

1315,  John  earl  Warren  confirmed  all  his  predeceffors 
grants  to  this  houfe,  by  his  deed  dated  at  Methwold,  where 
he  often  redded . 

The  canons  had  the  tithe  of  Pitmill,  and  of  three  parifhes 
in  Thetford,  by  an  order  from  William  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
upon  a  difference  between  them  and  the  monks  d. 

Richard  de  Felbrigge  gave  to  the  canons  the  homage  and 
fervice  of  Alfred  Kokerboll,  in  the  town  of  Ealt  Heiiinge. 

c  Thetford,  Norfolk,  excerpt,  e  Regro  Fordham,  in  the  Chancellor  of  Ely’s 
office  at  Cambridge,  87  b. 

1404,  Dec.  9,  Jokes  Hankere  perpet’  vicar’  de  Greffiam  Norwic’  dioc. 
pmutavit  cum  Rico  Morys  vicario  de  Middelton,  Elien’  dioc,  et  dcs  Res  inflitutus 
ell  in  vicar’ de  Greffiam  ad  pfentacoem  religiofor’  viror’  prioris  et  conventus 
domus  fuor’  prioratus  eccle  conventualis  canonicor’  sci  fepulcri  Thefford  *. 

d  MS.  W.  fob  82. 

c  MS.  penes  P.  Le  Neve. 

*  Greiham  is  in  North  Erpingham  hundred,  Norfolk. 


2 


Thomas 


OF  T  H  E  T  F  O  R  D.  187 

Thomas  de  Burgo  gave  to  the  prior  of  the  canons  of  Thet- 
ford  the  ninth  Iheaf  of  all  his  manors  in  Suffolk,  and  in 
Burgh  in  Cambridgelhire,  for  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Somerton  in  Suffolk 

21  Henry  VI.  the  earl  of  Suffolk  had  licence  of  the  king  to 
give  240  acres  of  arable  land,  600  of  pafture  and  heath,  li¬ 
berty  of  four  foldcourfes  in  Croxton,  and  one  meffuage  and 
garden  in  Thetford,  to  found  a  chantry  in  the  church  of  the 
canons.  All  that  land  was  held  in  capite  f . 

Odo  the  fon  of  John  de  Herling  gave  to  the  canons  one 
rood  of  land  in  Eaft  Herling,  in  free  alms  for  ever. 

Robert  de  Gallon  held  of  the  prior  of  the  canons  60  acres  of 
meadow  and  arable  land,  by  the  fervice  of  10s.  and  the  prior 
of  earl  W arren  in  perpetual  alms  ;  and  the  earl  of  the  king, 
by  the  fervice  of  Gofehorn. 

Alfo  in  the  town  of  Rokland,  one  meffuage,  140  acres  of 
arable  land. 

There  are  feveral  pieces  of  land  in  the  fouth  held  of  Thet¬ 
ford  out  of  which  the  canons  received  tithes,  and  feveral 
other  pieces  the  tithes  of  which  were  divided  between  the 
canons  and  the  church  of  St.  Mary f . 

I  find  that  the  canons,  fince  the  furvey  was  taken  in  1338, 
had  acquired  poffeffion  of  more  than  eleven  hundred  acres  of 
land,  which  at  the  lowell  computation  (according  as  land  was 
valued  at  that  period)  muff  have  been  worth  2  ol.  per  annum  ; 
according  to  which  computation,  this  monaftery  at  the  fup- 
preffion  was  endowed  with  eighty-two  pounds  fix  fhillings, 
befides  additional  advowfons  and  tithes. 

8  Edward  II.  an  inquifition  was  taken  at  Thetford,  before 
Sir  Thomas  de  Scheffeld,  chief  Reward  to  earl  Warren,  de  di - 

f  MS.  penes  P.  Le  Neve. 
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verjis  calumniis  by  the  prior  of  the  canons  again  It  the  earl,, 
at  the  fupplication  of  Peter  de  Horfage,  prior  there,  upon 
the  oath  of  twelve  inquilitors,  who  lay,  that  Hameline  earl 
Warren  gave  acs.  yearly  out  of  his  mills  in  Thetford,  and 
that  the  laid  houfe  was  leifed  of  the  laid  23s.  from  the  time 
of  the  donation,  till  the  time  of  earl  John,  grandfather  to  the 
then  earl,  at  which  time  the  laid  earl  had  a  Reward,  named 
Richard  de  Waylond,  who,  from  a  pique  againft  the  prior, 
withdrew  the  payment.  The  prior  all'o  at  that  time  was 
feifed  of  the  tithe  of  fifh,  and  ought  yearly  to  receive  10s. 
out  of  Brend  Mill,  according  to  his  charter,  which  he  had 
of  William  earl  Warren  ;  and  the  predeceffor  of  the  faid 
prior  was  feifed  of  the  faid  10s.  until  the  faid  mill  was  ob- 
ilru6ted,  by  reafon  of  the  poverty  of  the  nuns  for  20  years 
paft,  from  which  time  the  faid  10s.  are  in  arrear ;  becaufe 
the  fcite  of  the  mill,  from  the  time  aforefaid,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  faid  earl  Warren.  Alfo  that  they  ought  to 
have  the  tithes  of  all  the  demefnes  which  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  earl,  from  the  day  of  making  the  charter  of  the  faid  earl 
William,  as  the  faid  charter  witneffeth.  Alfo  that  at  the 
time  of  John  earl  Warren,  grandfather  of  the  prefen t  earl, 
one  Reginald  de  Corley,  prior,  predeceffor  of  the  faid  prior, 
was  feifed  of  the  tithes  of  the  whole  profit  iffuing  out  of  the 
toll-booth  for  toll,  and  that  the  fame  is  in  arrear  from  the 
time  of  the  faid  earl.  Alfo  that  one  William  Munne  enfe¬ 
offed  Ralph,  prior  of  the  canons,  of  two  melfuages  in  Thet¬ 
ford,  and  that  the  fame  were  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  earl, 
becaufe  the  purchafe  was  made  after  the  flatute  contra  religiofos , 
See.  and  the  fame  were  in  the  hands  of  John  earl  Warren, 
grandfather  of  the  then  earl,  and  from  the  time  of  the 
laid  John  ten  years  and  more,  and  that  wrongfully,  be¬ 
caufe  they  lay  the  fame  was  done  before  the  faid  ftatute.  Alfo 
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that  one  Herveus  Bude  held  one  piece  of  land  by  a  demife  from 
the  predeceffor  of  the  prior  that  then  was,  after  whole  deceafe 
the  faid  predeceffor  entered,  &c.  as  into  his  fee,  until  Richard 
de  Wallingham,  bailiff  of  earl  John,  grandfather  of  the  then 
earl,  difpoffeffed  him,  faying,  that  the  laid  tenement  became 
mortmain  after  the  death  of  the  faid  Herveus,  &c.  and  that 
the  faid  prior  entered  the  faid  tenement  thirty  years  lince* 

PRIORS. 

Richard,  1202. 

Gillebert. 

William,  1228,  13  Henry  III. 

Richard,  1242,  27  Henry  III. 

Roger  de  Kerfey,  1247,  32  Henry  III.  died  1273&. 

William,  1274,  1  Ed.  I.  3  Ed.  I. 

1315,  Peter  de  Herfhage  or  Horfage,  9  Ed.  II. 

1329,  5  Id.  May,  Richard  de  Wyntryngham,  a  canon  of 
this  houfe,  was  eledted  by  the  convent,  and  confirmed  by  the 
bilhop  of  Norwich11,  and  inltalled  according  to  cuftom  by  the 
dean  of  Thetford1. 

Dionilius. 

1338,  Dec.  20,  John  de  Thefford,  a  canon,  was  made 
prior  on  Wyntryngham’s  relignationk. 

1347,  Roger  de  Kerfeye. 

1349,  July  15,  Robert  de  Thefford,  a  canon,  was  eledled 
and  confirmed  prior1. 

1351,  Nov.  14,  Robert  Edwyn,  who  refigned,  and  Adam 
de  Hokwold,  a  canon  of  Ixworth,  was  elected  and  confirmed 
prior. 

s  Ranulph  died  1273,  Blomf.  MS„. 

h  Liber  Inftitut.  N°  2. 

1  Blom  field. 

k  Liber  Inflit.  id.  N°  3. 

1  Id.  N°  4. 
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1358,  Jan,  25,  William  de  Han  worth. 

1378,  June  9,  Adam  de  Worried,  canon  regular  of  Pen t- 
ney.  The  election  wanting  due  form,  the  bifhop  voided  it, 
and  collated  him  on  his  fwearing  canonical  obedience,  and  it 
being  a  lapfe,  his  letters  of  inftallation  were  directed  to  the 
archdeacon  of  Norwich  or  his  official111. 

1393,  Aug.  5,  Robert  de  Stow,  canon  of  St.  Ofith. 

1422,  Nov.  27,  John  Pal cok  on  Stowe’s  death. 

1432,  Oct.  20,  John  Greengrefs.  At  his  admiffion  he 
paid  the  bifhop  eight  marks  for  the  firffc  fruits  of  Grefliam 
church  appropriated  to  his  priory.  He  refigned. 

1454,  Sept.  5,  Peter  Bryan. 

1471,  March  9,  Reginald  Ilberd  on  Bryan’s  death. 

1496,  April  20,  John  Burnell  or  Burnham,  canon  of 
Cokesford  on  Ilherd’s  refignation. 

i5°3,  William. 

1517,  Sept.  30,  Thomas  Vicar. 

1519,  Dec,  22,  John  Thetford,  batchelor  of  the  canon 
law,  and  lately  canon  of  this  monaflery,  who  ftudied  near 
twelve  years  in  Cambridge,  was  elected  prior,  and  inducted 
and  inftalled  by  the  right  rev.  father  in  Chrifl  Richard  Nix, 
bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  his  officers11. 

23  Henry  VIII.  this  John  de  Thetford,  canon  of  this 
church,  gave  to  the  church  of  Butley  two  chalices,  one  for  the 
chapel  of  All  Saints,  and  the  other  for  the  chapel  of  St.  Sigif- 
mund,  and  two  reliques,  the  comb  of  St.  Thomas  the  martyr 

m  Blomfield. 

n  llegifter  of  Butley  Abby,  fol.  31.  Anno  Dni  1534,  25  Henry  V1IL 
Thomas  Mannyng  being  prior  of  Butley. 

44  Hoc  anno  Dnus  Jo'hes,  prior  de  Thetford,  quondam  canonicus  hujus  ecclefie 
duos  calices  dedit  nobis  ;  unum  pro  capella  omnium  fandor’  et  alter’  pro  capelia 
sci  Sigifmundi :  ac  duas  reliquiasj  peden  sci  Thome  martyris  Cantuavie,  cum 
pixide  argentea  reliquiar’  cujus  aie  jppicietur  Deus,  Poftea  erat  prior  see 
Trinitatis  de  Gipwic.”  Ib.  fol.  65. 


of 


OF  THETFORD. 


19 1 

of  Canterbury,  and  a  filver  box  of  reliques:  on  whofe  foul  God- 
have  mercy. 

This  John  Thetford,  and  five  others,  fubfcribed  0  to  the* 
king’s  fupremacy  26  Henry  VIII.  He  could  not  however 
be  prior  at  the  diflolution,  as  l'ome  have  fuppofed,  for  the 
regifter  of  Butley  Abbey  fays,  that,  after  he  had  made  that 
handfome  prefent  to  that  church,  he  became  prior  of  St. 
Trinity  in  Ipfwich ;  befides,  in  the  examination  of  per- 
fons  relative  to  lands  belonging  to  the  canons  by  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerfion,  are  mentioned  Reynold,  prior,  Burnham,  prior,, 
and  John  Clark,  who  from  every  circumftance  appears  to  be 
prior  at  the  diflolution. 

Ki^g  Henry  VIII.  20  Auguft,  29th  year  of  his  reign,  by 
letters  patent  then  dated,  with  confent  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
and  his  heirs,  who  had  a  grant  1540,  demifed  to  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerfion,  the  houfe  and  fcite  of  the  late  monaftery  of 
canons,  with  all  the  lands,  See.  thereto  belonging,  and  one 
foldcourfe,  for  tw*enty-one  years,  at  15I.  os.  8d.  per  annum, 
confiding  of  a  foldcourfe,  land  for  340  fheep  in  Bowdefling, 
the  common  field  containing  about  160  acres,  a  piece  of  pafture 
of  fix  acres  within  the  monaftery  walls,  four  acres  of  pafture-* 
adjoining  to  the  monaftery  walls,  diverfe  rights  of  commonage 
and  fifhery  in  the  river,  Maifon  Dieu,  Foldcourfe  furlong  and 
lands,  Great  Norwich  or  Sotherie’s  fheep  pafture,  Dudwell 
valley  and  lands  of  fevenfeore  acres,  Mayes  meadows  1  o  acres, 
Blackdon  fheep  pafture,  canons,  leafures  and  furlongs,  the 
canons  lands  in  Halwick  fheep  pafture,  and  Erles  courfe,  83 
acres  in  Kilverfton,  canons  lands  and  furze  in  Croxton  and. 

0  E  compend.  compertorum  San&i  Sepulchri  Thetford :  “  Johes  Clerk 

fatetur  incontinentiam,  et  ideo  cupit  ut  liceret  uti  remedio  divinitus  conceffo, . 
viz.  conjugio.  Johes  Perkyn,  pol.  volant.  Andreas  Johnfon,  pol.  vol.  WilL- 
Burges  fatetur  incontinentiam.” 
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Lvnford,  the  tenements  Colies  and  Stamfordes,  their  pafture 
and  land  in  St.  Edmund’s  croft,  Bowdefling,  and  Faverton- 
field  alias  Weftwick,  and  the  Reed  fen  there,  with  feed  for 
fheep  and  cattle,  with  their  followers,  and  other  their  cattle 
there,  tithes  of  all  thefe  poffellions,  and  of  others  of  the  duke 
of  Lancafter  and  earls  Warren,  and  of  all  other  farmers  and  te¬ 
nants,  and  all  tithes  of  the  impropriate  churches  of  the 
canons,  as  well  of  fi thing  as  of  grift  of  corn,  and  other  tithes, 
the  canons’  liberty  of  common  in  Downham,  and  furplufagc  of 
land  which  the  monks  took  in  farm  of  the  canons,  with  the 
advowfon,  Sec.  which  delcended  with  Sir  Richard’s  heirefs, 
and  were  fold  by  Sir  Edward  Clere.  But  Sir  Richard  having  no 
evidences  to  fhew  the  extent  of  the  laid  lands,  feveral  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Thetford  and  Elveden  encroached  upon  his  poffef- 
fions,  therefore  he  preferred  a  bill  before  Sir  Richard  Rich, 
knt.  chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Augmentation,  defiring  com- 
mifiion  to  examine  perfons  who  had  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
mifes,  which  was  granted.  The  firft  perlon  examined  was 
Thomas  Vicar,  aged  60  years,  who  depofed,  that  about  thirty 
years  laft  paft  he  was  chofen  prior  of  the  canons,  and  conti¬ 
nued  prior  eleven  years,  and  that  he  peaceably  enjoyed  a  parcel 
of  the  foldcourle  belonging  to  the  faid  priory  four  years,  which 
parcel  begins  at  Barrow  Crofs,  and  extendeth  from  thence  by 
certain  hills  formerly  eredted  for  dools,  as  partition  of  the 
foldcourfe  of  the  canons,  and  the  feedings  and  furlongs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Elveden,  called  Drymer  Pit,  which  dools  had 
continued  time  immemorial  ;  that,  after  he  had  been  prior  four 
years,  the  inhabitants  of  Elveden  made  certain  hills  and  dools 
within  the  faid  parcel  of  foldcourfe,  from  the  faid  pit  and  crofs 
towards  the  north,  and  within  the  old  dools  two  or  three  fur¬ 
longs,  into  a  place  calkd  Deadman’s  Grave,  v  hereby  they  would 
have  encroached  near  100  acres  had  they  been  f offered  ;  after 
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‘Which  this  deponent,  by  advice  of  council,  caufed  the  new 
hills  to  be  caft  down  and  the  old  ones  to  be  renewed.  This 
deponent  further  faith,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Elveden  have 
lands  between  the  faid  crofs,  and  Drymer  Pit  and  Dead  man’s 
Grave,  but  no  foldcourfe  there,  only  the  tilling  thereof,  and 
taking  the  crop,  without  feed  for  either  great  or  fmall  bealfs. 
Reynold  prior,  Burnham  prior,  and  John  Clark  prior,  all 
fpeak  to  the  fame  purpofe  relative  to  the  foldcourfe.  After 
that  examination  all  the  above  limits  and  privileges  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Augmentation  to  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerfton,  and  to  all  others  who  fhould  after  be 
owners  or  occupiers  of  the  faid  foldcourfe. 

27  Eliz.  Feb.  9,  Sir  Edward  Clere,  who  married  Frances 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  examined  feve- 
rai  witneffes  relative  to  the  canons  demifes.  John  Downing- 
aged  63,  upon  examination  fays,  That  he  knows  the  furlong 
in  Elveden  called  Deadman’s  Lands,  containing  diverfe  pieces, 
in  the  whole  about  twenty  acres,  fituate  thus,  London  road 
north,  and  the  way  leading  from  Thetford  to  Lack  ford,  called 
Old  London  way  fouth,  Thetford  field  eaft,  and  the  heath 
ground,  being  the  canons  plains  towards  Drymer  Pit  weft. 
This  land  he  has  known  ploughed  diverfe  years  fucceflively, 
all  which  he  thinks  lieth  in  Elveden,  becaufe  he  hath  often 
feen  the  tithes  carried  to  Elveden  parfonage.  The  faid  John 
alfo  well  knows  St.  Edmund’s  Croft  and  Barrow-hill  Plains, 
and  did  know  a  crofs  of  wood  Handing  at  the  Mere’s  end,  be¬ 
tween  Elveden  and  Barnham,  which  divided  the  bounds  or 
Thetford,  Elveden,  and  Barnham.  Alfo  that  he  knew  800 
ewes  kept  in  Bottom  Flock,  before  the  fuppreflion  of  religious 
houfes,  which  they  then  called  the  Canons  Ewe  Flock,  and 
that  all  the  time  between  the  diffolution  of  the  canons  and 
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monks,  which  was  three  or  four  years,  as  he  remembers,  the 
laid  ewe  flock  was  kept  by  the  appointment  of  the  canons, 
and  by  their  fhepherd. 

John  Garnham,  aged  80  years,  and  Robert  Cowper,  aged 
60,  fpeak  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Thofe  perfons  and  one  Tho¬ 
mas  Baker  fay,  that  they  know  a  great  mere  called  Port  Mere, 
alfo  Canons  Mere,  which  beginneth  at  Skatchhowe  in  Elveden, 
at  a  place  where  a  crofs  flood,  and  fo  extendeth  to  the  late 
crofs  which  divides  the  lands  of  Thetford,  Elveden,  and 
Barnham,  and  that  the  foundation  of  the  crofs  would  appear 
upon  digging,  and  that  the  lands  between  both  croffes  on  the 
north  of  the  mere  towards  Thetford  were  canons  lands.  Sir 
Edward  Clere  fold  it  to  Robert  Camfield  and  others,  in  trull 
for  the  earl  of  Arundel. 

15  May,  5  James  I.  Thomas  earl  of  Arundel,  Sir  Edward 
Caryll  of  Herling,  John  Holland,  and  his  other  trullees,  by 
deed  granted  a  rent  charge  for  ever  of  30I.  yearly  for  30 ol. 
out  of  the  fcite  and  demefnes  of  the  canons,  to  be  void  on  the 
payment  of  the  300I. 

6  James  I.  John  Marty n  and  Wormly  Marty n  were  farmers 
of  the  canons,  and  anfwered  for  64I.  13s.  4d.  to  Sir  Thomas 
Holland,  lent,  receiver-general  of  Thomas  earl  of  Arundel 
and  Surry  that  year,  and  it  has  continued  ever  lince  in  the 
Howard  family,  the  honourable  Philip  Howard,  of  Ricken- 
h  am ,  being  owner  1739. 

The  figures  of  our  Saviour  upon  the  crofs,  and  fitting 
to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day,  are  carved  upon  an  old 
free-llone,  in  the  cuftody  of  Thomas  Martin  1765,  twenty- 
two  inches  long,  fourteen  inches  wide, .  and  fix  inches  thick. 
It  weighed  feven  Hone  eight  pounds,  at  fourteen  pounds  to 
the  flone,  and  was  found  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Robert  Dade, 
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merchant,  in  Thetford,  as  fome  workmen  were  altering  a 
fmk  or  channel  running  from  his  dwelling-houfe,  which  is 
about  half  a  furlong  from  the  priory  houfe. 

William  of  WorcefterP  gives  the  dimenfions  of  this  church, 
in  length  90  gradus ,  breadth  of  the  nave  15.  The  nave 
lias  been  converted  into  a  barn.  The  well  front  between 
the  buttreffes  meafures  23  feet;  the  weft  door  7  feet  4  inches; 
the  weft  window  is  ftopped  up.  The  whole  is  built  of  flint 
and  boulder.  A  ftone  fafcia  ranges  round  at  about  the' 
middle ;  and  at  right  angles  is  a  ftone  building,  ferving  as 
a  hen  houfe.  At  the  fouth-weft  corner  is  a  ftrong  ftone 
barn,  with  buttreffes.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  church  is  a 
heap  of  rubbifh  called  Canons  Ilill,  with  a  l'mall  piece  of 
flint  work.  The  gate  of  the  porter’s  lodge  in  the  inclofure' 
wall  has  a  pointed  arch  at  the  lower  part  of  two  windows- 
on  each  fide.  See  the  plate. 
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npHIS  houfe,  founded  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  about  1387,  11  Richard  II.  was  featecl  in  Nor¬ 
folk  near  Thetford  Caftle  Hill,  at  the  entrance  into  the  town, 
Which  fltuation  could  not  obftrudt  the  trade  of  the  Friars 

p  P.  309/  Willis  Mit.  Ab.  II.  330. 
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Preachers,  neither  could  their  being  feated  in  that  place  be 
any  difobedience  to  the  king’s  command.  Their  noble, 
founder  gave  them  thirty -fix  acres  of  land  in  Thetford; 
and  Barnham,  and  the  profit  of  the  fair  of  St.  John  Baptifb, 
value  forty  fhillings.  This  houfe  and  all  thereto  belonging,, 
was  confirmed  to  the  friars  by  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  V.  and 
liberty  was  granted  to  enlarge  the  faid  houfe  and  church,, 
being  found  too  contracted  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended  by 
the  founder. 

1370,  brother  Robert  de  Berton  was  prior,  and  brother 
John  Wanney  was  a  friar  here,  who  with  John  Hertfort  were 
executors  to  the  will  of  Sir  Thomas  Hertfort,  knt.  of  Swan-- 
ton,  buried  here  1 370 cl. 

The  following  are  all  the  benefactions  that  I  can  find  to 
have  been  fettled  upon  this  foeiety  : 

Thomas  de  Morle,  and  others,  in  the  1  3th  of  Richard  II. . 
gave  them  lands  and  tenements  in  Hengham,  Aldby,  Hocker- 
ing,  Swanton,  Folfham,  and  Buxton  in  Norfolk;  alfo  one 
mefluage  and  four  acres  of  landr. 

1  Henry  V.  two  acres  of  land  bordering  on  the  road 
which  leads  from  the  church  of  St.  Mary  towards  St.  Marga¬ 
ret’s  chapel  were  given  them,  by  whom  I  cannot  find  ;  at 
the  fame  time  there  were  lands  in  the  fouth  field,  and  one 
tenement  near  Netherrow,  which  belonged  to  thofe  friars. 
The  tenement  in  Thetford  paid  1  2d.  per  annum  to  St.  Mary’s 
gild  or  college,  and  was  annexed  to  this  lioufe  by  licence  of 
Richard  II3. 

1  MS.  Bl. 

r  MS.  W. 

*  Pat.  13  R.  II.  p.  i*  m.  15?.  Pat.  9  H.  IV.  p.  2.  m.  248. 
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1407,  they  had  another  houfe  between  the  ftreet  and 
fcite  of  the  monaftery  ;  for  immediately  after,  they  obtained 
licence  of  the  king  to  pull  it  down  and  enlarge  the  fcite  of 
the  church  and  monaftery,  and  then  built  a  hermitage  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  church  which  faced  the  ftreet,  where  they 
continually  received  alms- 

In  14119,  Margery,,  formerly  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Tu- 
denham,  knt.  was  buried  in  the  church  of  this  monaftery 
by  the  tomb  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth  lady  Hengrave,  and 
gave  by  her  will  forty  fhillings; 

1 41 2,  they  had  licence  to  hold  in  mortmain  a  mefluage,. 
chapel,  and  hermitage  in  Thetford  and  Barnham,  with  a  fair 
thereto  belonging r.  This  was.  St.  John’s  chapel  and  hermi¬ 
tage;  the  fair  is  now  difuled., 

1469,  by  indulgence,  dated  at  Thetford,  brother  John 
Potch,  prior  of  this  houfe  and  prior  of  the  order  in  England,, 
admitted  Thomas  Hurton  and  Margaret  his  wife,  to  be  lull 
partakers  of  all  the  malfes  and  other  devotions  of  the  order* 
in  England,  and  the  benefit  of  the  ufual  offices  at  their 
death.  The  feal  of  his  office  hung  to  it,  but  is  now  loft,, 
and  the  deed  neatly  written  and  illumined  is  figned  at-: 
bottom  Prior  Pot c be u. 

1504,  Robert  Wyfet,  of  Berton  by  Mildenhall,  gave  them* 
ten  fhillings  to  ling  lor  him  at  his  death. 

1515,  Robert  Wyxle  of  Elildercle,  was  a  benefaftor. 

Feb.  1,  1526,  Thomas  Goddard  of  Hockham,  gave  2od.  for 
ftnging  three  maffes  for  his  foul,  and  one  for  Glyve  his  wife, 
at  a  place  called  Scali  Cell ,  in  the  Friars  Auftins  at  Thetfordxa  „ 


1  Pat.  1  H.  V.  p.  1.  m.  19. 

U:  Blomf. 

Reg.  Grundesbur6h,  fol.  236. 
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1526,  Robert  Wyfet  de  Beiton  gave  ten  fhillings  for  one 
folemn  dirge  and  mafs  within  ten  days  next  after  his  deceafe, 
as  did  1531,  William  Keye  of  Garbodelfharn,  and  others. 

1599,  William  Fyfchere,  burgefs,  gave  them  a  legacy. 

The  friars  had  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Barnham  fields, 
which  paiRed  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmeriton  and  his  heirs  by  let* 
ters,  but  were  afterwards  fold  by  Sir  Edward  Clere  and  Ed¬ 
ward  his  fon  to  Andrews  of  Barnham,  and  a  fine  levied 7. 

John  Jolly  farmed  Friars-yard,  with  the  dovehoufe  and 
teinter-place  of  Sir  Edward  Clere,  all  at  one  pound  and  four- 
pence  per  annum.  At  the  diffolution  this  houfe  farmed  Pitt’s 
Mill  of  the  abbey  here  z. 

Nicholas  Prat  was  prior  at  the  diffolution,  and  with  Tho¬ 
mas  Parmyter  and  Roger  Shyrwood,  figned  the  furrender 
Sept.  27,  153S,  30  Henry  VIIIa.  It  has  no  feal,  but 

the  prior  figns  his  name  ;  this  laft  being  an  unufual  circum- 

ftance, 

y  MS.  D.  N. 

z  MS.  W. 

a  “  Omnibus  X1  fidelibus  ad  quos  hoc  pfens  feriptu  pvenit  Nicholaus  prior  do- 
mus  fratrum  Auguftinen’  in  Thetforde  in  com’  Norfolc’  als  did’  Nicholaus  prior 
domus  five  prioratus  vulgarit’  did’  the  Auflen  Friers  in  Thetford,  in  corn’ 
Northf’  et  ejufdem  loci  convent’  Salutem  in  Duo  fempiterna:  Noveritis  nos 
prat’  priorem  et  convent’  unanimi  confenfu  et  afenfu  iiris  ais  deliberat’  certa 
feientia  et  mero  motu  iiris  ex  quibufdam  caufis  juffis  et  rationabilibus  nos  alas 
et  confcientias  nras  fpecialit’  movent’  ultro  et  fponte  dedifie,  conceffifl'e,  ac 
pfentes  damus,  concedin')1  reddimus,  liberamus&  confirmam’  illuftriflimo  principi 
&  dno  tiro  Henrico  viij°  Dei  gfa  Anglie  &  Francie  Regi,  Fidei  Defenfor’  Dno 
Hibern’  Sc  in  terr’  fupremo  capiti  ecclefie  Anglic’1  totum  didii  priorat’  nrum 
five  domu  vocat’  the  Auflen  Frers2  in  Thetford  pd*  necnon  61a  &  fingula 
meffuagia,  gardina,  curtillagia,  tofta,  terr’,  ten’,  prata,  pafcua,  paftur’,  bofeos, 
reddit’,  revcoes,  fervicia,  molendina,  paffagia,  libtates,  franchefias,  jurifdicoes, 
aquas,  pifear’,  vias,  chimina,  vacuos  fundos,  ac  01a  Sc  fingla  emolumenta,  ^ficua, 
polTeffiones,  hereditamta  et  jura  lira  quecumq’  tam  infra  did’  com’  Northfolc’ 

The  underwritten  words  are  variations  from  the  furrender  of  the  Friars  Preachers,  from 

which  this  is  copied  almoft  verbatim. 

1  Anglic  ecclie’.  2  Blake  Frers. 
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itance,  led  Mr.  Elomfield  to  conjecture,  that  this  houfe  had 
no  feal.  It  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmeritone,  who 

quam  alibi  infra  Regnum  Anglie  Wallie  Sc  March’  eorund’eidem  domui  five  prio- 
ratui  hro,  terr’  Sc  ten’  hris  quoquo  modo  fpedan’,  append’,  five  incumben5  acoiodas 
cartas,  eviden’,  fcript’  &  muniment  a  nra  quecunq’  eidem  domui  five  prioratui  hro, 
terris  et  tenement’  ac  cetis  pmiffis  cum  fuis  ptin’  feu3  aiicui  inde  pcelle  quoquo 
modo  fpedan’  five  concernen’ haben’ tenend’ &  gauden’  did’ domii  Sc  prioratii 
necnon  01a  Sc  fingla  pdid’  terr’  ten’  Sc  cetera  pmiffa  cu  61b us  Sc  finglis  fuis  pmiflis 
pfat’  invidiflim’  principi  &  ctno  hro  Rcgi,  heredibus  Sc  afiign’  fuis  in  ppetuum 
cui  in  hac  parte  4  ad  omnem  juris  effedu  qui  ex  inde  fequi  poterit  aut  pot’  nos 
did’  domu  five  prioratu  aut  oiu  jura  nobis  qualecunq’  acquifit’  ut  decet 
fubjicimus  et  fubmitimus  5  dantes  Sc  concedentes  prout  p  pfent’  damus  Sc 
concedimus  eidm  Regie  Majeflati,  hered’  &  afiign’  fuis  omnem  Sc  omnimodam 
plenamq’  et  liberam  facultatem,  audoritatem  Sc  poteftatem  nos  Sc  did’  domu 
five  priorat’  una  cu  oibus  &  finglis  terr’  ten’  Sc  fingulis  pmifiis  cum  fuis  juribus 
&  ptinent’  quibufcunq’  difponend’ et  4p  fuo  libero  regie  voluntat’ 6  libito  ad 
quofcunq’ufus  majeftate  fue  placen’  alienand’,  donand’,  convertend’  Sc  transferend’ 7 
hujufmodi  difpolitiones,  alienacoes,  donacoes,  converfiones  et  tranflacoes  pd’  pdid’ 
majeftatem  fuain  quovilmodo  fiend’  extunc  ratificat’  rat’  Sc  grat’  ac  ppetuo  firmas 
nos  hitur’  ^mittimus  p  pfentes,  Et  ut  pmiffa  01a  Sc  fingula  fuu  debitu  fortiri 
valeant  effedum  elecoibus  inlup  nobis  Sc  fuccefforibus  nris,  necnon  oibus 
querelis,  provocationibus,  accbibus,  litibus  et  infiantijs  alijfq’  quibufcunq’  juris 
remedijs  et  beneficijs  nobis  forfan  et  fuccefforibus  hris  in  ea  parte  ptextu  dif- 
pofitionis,  alienationis,  tranflacois  et  converlionis  pdid’  et  retorn’  pmiffor’  qua- 
lecunq’  competen’  Sc  competitur’  oibufq’  doli,  erroris,  metus,  ignorantie  vel 
alterius  materie  five  difpofnionis  exceptionibus,  objedionibus  Sc  allegationibus 
prorfus  femotis  et  pofipofitis,  palam  publice  et  expreffe  ex  certa  nra  fcien’  ais 
fpontaneis  renunciamus s  et  ceffimus  q:>ut  p  pfentes  renunciamus  et  cedims 
et  ab  eildem  recedimus  in  hie  feriptis.  Et  nos9  pfat’  prior  et  convent’  fuc- 
cefforefq’  nri  didu  domu  five  priorat*  ac  01a  Sc  fingla  pdid’  terr’  ten’  Sc  ceta 
pmiffa  cu’  fuis  ptin’  univerfis  pfato  Dno  nro  regi,  heredibus  &  affignat’  fuis 
contra  oes  gentes  warrantizab'imus  inppetuu  p  pfentes.  In  quorum  fidem  et 
tefiimon’ nos  prefat’  prior  Sc  convent’  liuic ao  leri pto  hro  figillum  hrum  coe 
apponi  fecimus  ”.  I)at’  xxvij°  die  menfis  Septembris 12  Anno  Dhi  illuffriflimi 
nri  regis  pdid’  triceflimo.  p  me  Nichola  Pratt,  priore. 

p  me  Thomam  Parymter. 
p  me  Rogerum  Shyrwodd.” 

Ex  Autog’  in  Officio  Augm’. 

The  other  furrender  is  figned  Richard’  Cley,  por,  Robertus  Valery,  Edwar- 
dus  Dyer,  Edmundus  Pallmer,  Robertus  Whew,  Wylliam  Parfons. 

Minifiers 

3  Sive.  4  Left  out.  5  fubmittimus  et  fubjicimus.  6  majeftatis.  7  omitted. 

8  renunciavimus.  s  omitted.  10  liuic  prefenti.  11  et  no’ia  n’ra  fubfcripiimus,.  12  No  d..te. 

died 
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died  foiled  of  its  lands,  with  one  acre  furrounded  by  a  Rone 
wall,  ten  acres  in  Burton,  St.  John’s  chapel  in  Thetford,  a 
piece  of  land  near  the  market  ftreet,  and  2d.  a  year  in  Burn¬ 
ham,  all  belonging  to  faid  houfeb,  and  held  of  the  queen  in 


bMinifters  accounts,  Augm.  Office.  This  follows  the  Fryers  Preachers,  and 
ends  the  bundle  32  H.  VIII.  2  part.  Norfolk. 

Coinpus  lu pci  Rici  Fulmerfton  colle&oris  ibm  ad 
tempus  pd. 

Arreragia  nulla  put  in  pede  ultimi  computi  anni  px* 
pceden’  plenius  .patet. 


Terr’  &  Poffefliones 
imp  Doin’  Fratru 
Auguftin’de  Thetford.^ 


Sm  null. 

Firma  Scit’  nup  Do-  J  Set  reddit  comppm  de  vjj.  viij^.  de  firma  fcitus  nup 
mus.  j  domus  ibidem  una  cum  ort’  poraar’  gardin’  terr’  Sc  folo 

intra  fcitum  ambitum  Sc  pcinfP  difle  nuper  domus 
■mode  in  tenura  &  occupatione  didi  Rici  Fulmerfton  per 
annum  lolvend’  ad  duos  anni  terminos,  vide!  ad  fella 
Annuncacois  bte  Marie  Virginis  et  sci  Micliis  Arctii 


equaliter  p  annu. 

Et  de  iijj.  iiij d.  de  firma  unius  pec’  terre  jacen’  infra 
.....  pdtum  in  tenura  dicli  Ricardi  Fulmerlton  fol- 
vend’  et  fcilt  eifdm  terminis. 

8m  x°. 

•Firma  Terr’  in  Thet-1  Etde  vij^.  de  firma  unius  pec’  terr’  ibm  contin’p  efti- 
ford.  J  macon’  in  longitud’  pedes  et  in  latitud’  xxxiij  pedes,  in 

tenura  &  occupatione  Willi  Sumpter,  p  aunu’  folv* 
eifdm  terminis. 

Et  de  ij d.  de  firma  unius  al  pecie  terre  ibm  continen’ 
p  eftimacon’  dimid'  acr’  terr’  arab’  in  tenura  &  occupa¬ 
tione  dci  Rici  p  annu  folvend’. 

Et  de  iiij d,  de  firma  unius  al’  pecie  terre  ibm  jacen’ 
ppe  Forum  dee  ville  in  tenura  &  occupacoe  dci  Rici  p 
ann’  fol. 


Sin  xiijd. 

Firma  Terr’  in  Barn-l  Etde  vjj.  viij*/.  firm’  cert’  terr’  ibm  in  tenura  &  occu- 
ham.  J  pacoe  Ricardi  Fulmerfton,  p  annu  folvend’.  Et  de  ij<A 

ob’  de  firma  cert’  terr’  ibm  in  tenura  Jobis  Valle  p  ann’ lot. 

Sm  vjt.  xd.  ob. 

In  compo  rce.  Sum  totalis  recept’  pd’  xvijr.  xj d.  ob’  que  onerat’  in 

compo  Rici  Southwell  militis  receptoris  piicl’  dni  regis 
cur'  augmentation’  revenc’  corone  fue  in  com’ Norfolk  & 
Suffolk  put  in  compo  dci  receptor’  hujus  anni  fup  hunc 
comi  m  examinat’  plenius  liquet.  CK  eq; 

Ex.  p  nos  Tho.  Pope  Sc  Mathiam  Coltehirfte. 

capite, 
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capite,  by  fervice  of  one  twentieth  part  of  a  fee,  and 
is.  9d.  yearly  rent. 

It  is  unaccountable  how  Weever  could  ever  fuppofe  this 
houfe  to  be  worth  31-21.  and  upwards  at  the  difiolution.  It 
was  chiefly  fupported  by  begging,  and  one  of  the  latefl  built 
monafteries  in  the  town,  and  had  never  more  than  fix  brethren 
at  a  time. 

The  foundations  of  the  church  are  vifible  in  the  Friars  Clofe 
by  the  market  flreet,  confuting  of  a  nave,  two  tranfepts,  and 
a  choir.  Whether  the  tower  Rood  in  the  centre  or  at  the 
weft  end  is  not  certain-  Mr.  Blomefield  in  digging  found 
not  above  two  or  three  graves. 


D  d 


Plan 
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Plan  of  the  Auftin  Friars  church  drawn  by  Mr.  Martin,  1735. 


Ruins  of  the  Iteeple. 


CHAP. 


Cloifter 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

THE  FREE  CHAPEL,  COLLEGE,  OR  GILD,  DEDI¬ 
CATED  TO  THE  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY. 


THIS  religious  houfe  is  feated  in  Baily  End,  and  was 
founded  by  Sir  Gilbert  de  Pykenham,  fen.  fo  called 
from  a  town  in  Norfolk  of  that  name,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  After  the  chapel  (for  fo  I  fhall  call  it  after  Leland  c) 
was  erefted,  the  fraternity  foon  grew  numerous  and  opulent. 
15  Edward  II.  they  purchafed  a  meifuage  oppoiite  to  the 
hofpital,  called  Domus  Dei,  at  81.  7s.  id.  and  the  old  hall 
(which  one  Typhany  Boon  or  Bond,  and  her  fon,  held  during 
the  term  of  their  lives)  at  3I.  as.  4d.  Before  that  time  their 
whole  flock  confifled  in  flieep,  malt,  barley,  &x.  and  fuch 
legacies  as  were  left  them,  and  the  fines  they  received  from 
their  new  elected  brethren.  Their  yearly  accounts  were 
ufually  dated  from  the  feait  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  on  the  Sunday  after  they  held  their  grand  anni- 
verfary  entertainment.  At  firft  the  brotherhood  confiiled  of 
a  mailer e,  who  was  to  celebrate  or  perform  divine  fervice, 

'  i 

c  Colled.  I.  57,  who  places  here  magijler  &  aliquot  flipendiarii. 
a  She  afterwards  fell  into  penury,  and  was  maintained  by  the  college 
during  life,  with  three  pence  per  week,  and  cloaths. 

e  His  itipend  from  the  beginning  till  16  Edward  IE  Was  one  mark;  but  in 
the  19th  of  the  fame  reign,  it  was  advanced  to  3I.  6s.  Sd.  and  Sir  Gilbert  the 
'chaplain  had  1 1 .  1 3s  4d.  per  annum  ;  3I.  6s.  Sd.  was  paid  till  1  3  Edward  III.  but 
5  Henry  V.  it  was  augmented  to  61.  1 3s.  4d.  and  each  chaplain  had  4I.  13s.  4d. 
.per  annum. 

D-d  2  an 
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an  alderman  who  was  to  receive  the  profits  of  the 
houfe,  and  Inch  others  as  were  admitted  into  the  fociety, 
though  afterward  the  mafler  had  two  chaplains  to  affift  him. 
Each  member  paid  on  admiffion  one  or  more  quarters  of  bar¬ 
ley,  according  to  their  abilities,  and  a  fee  in  money,  fome- 
times  3s.  4d. 

1337,  1  1  Edward  III.  the  annual  revenue  of  this  houfe 
was  26I.  6s.  viz.  in  rents  from  divers  tenements  in  Thetford 
13s.  6d.  of  which  from  Mr.  Richard  John  le  Goos’s  tenement, 
4d.  and  from  that  of  Margaret  de  Stanfield  id.  and  from* 
Peter  le  My  tin’s  2od.  were  given  to  keep  the  founder’s  anni- 
verfary,  with  a  wax  candle  and  a  lamp  burning  continually  in 
the  chapel,  probably  before  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  three-pence  allowed  extraordinary  on  the  anniverfary  of 
the  founder.  For  the  fupport  of  thofe  lights  in  general  the 
rents  of  certain  lands  were  allotted.  There  were  befides  thofe, 
other  wax  lights  burning  at  mafs,  and  on  particular  occafions. 

This  college  increafed  in  affluence  in  a  fhort  time,  and 
became  very  eminent  both  on  account  of  the  benefactions- 
which  were  fettled  upon  it,  and  the  number  and  quality  of 
the  members  which  compofed  the  fraternity,  of  whom  many 
refided  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  Thetford. 

20  Edward  I.  Roger  Gervyes  of  Thetford,  granted  to 
Gilbert  de  Pykenham  fenior,  who  was  chaplain,  in  confi- 
deration  of  4s.  two  fflops  in  Thetford. 

Roger,  fon  of  William  de  Wike,  gave  fix  pence  yearly 
rent  out  of  two  meffliages  near  the  chapel. 

Alan  Hefei  gave  in  pure  alms  one  fflop  in  the  market 
places. 

f  William  Seyl,  ele&us  aldermanus,  pro  anno  futuro  Sc  ad  colligendum 
redd.  See. 

s  Ex  autog.  penes  T.  M. 


Roger 
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Roger  de  Bodney,  Henry  de  Keninghall,  chaplain,  and 
Henry  de  Hopton,  chaplain,  granted  to  John  Chateriz  of 
Thetford,  and  Alice  his  wife,  one  mefTuage  in  Thetford  for 
their  lives  and  the  furvivor  of  them  ;  and  if  Alice  fhould 
happen  to  furvive,  then  die  was  to  find  a  chaplain  to  perform 
divine  fervice  during  her  life,  for  the  fouls  of  John  Chateriz 
and  his  anceifors ;  and  after  the  death  of  John  and  Alice, 
that  mefTuage  to  remain  to  Sir  Edmund  de  Goneville,  and1 
eight  other  trufiees,  to  find  for  ever  two  chaplains  to  per¬ 
form  divine  fervice  in  the  chapel  of  the  Blefifed  Mary  in  Baily 
End,  for  the  fouls  of  John  and  his  anceifors,  of  Alice  and 
her  anceifors  for  ever. 

1307,  the  mayor  and  commonalty  had  licence  of  Richard 
II.  to  purchafe  lands  in  Afhwicken,  and  fettle  them  in  mort¬ 
main,  not  exceeding  1  ol.  per  annum  ;  and  1392,  they  were 
fettled  on  the  college,  on  the  mailer’s  finding  a  chaplain  in 
St.  Bartholomew’s  chapel  in  the  guildhall,  ferved  by  the  fel¬ 
lows  of  the  college.  In  1497?  they  had  another  legacy  to 
the  fame  amount. 

16  Richard  II.  Reginald  Fermour  and  others  aliened  to 
the  mailer  of  the  gild  of  St.  Mary  one  mefTuage  called 
Ghapel-hall,  another  called  Chateriz,  and  26  acres  of  land 
in  Thetford  ;  one  mefiuage,  eight  acres  of  land,  and  ten 
acres  of  paifure  in  Alhwiken  in  Norfolk,  with  lands  in  Mil— 
denhall  and  Croxton^. 

In  the  fame  reign  there  was  a  chantry  founded  in  the 
chapel  of  St.  Bartholomew,  when  that  king  granted  a  licence, 
in  confideration  of  two  marks,  to  feveral  gentlemen  of  Thet¬ 
ford,  to  give  to  the  chaplain,  Thomas  Bele,  20  acres  of  land,  > 
two  of  meadow,  and  two  of  pallure  in  Thetford,  for  an  ad— 


h  Efcli.  N°95,  p.  1 « - 


ditiom 


THE  HISTORY 


206 

dition  to  his  falary  as  chaplain  belonging  to  that  chantry  and 
chapel  *. 

This  fraternity,  5  Henry  V.  admitted  Margaret  Cam  pi  ion, 
a  nun,  afterward  priorefs,  to  be  member  of  this  fociety ;  and 
Thomas  Hogg,  chaplain,  and  John  Crane  of  Ipfwich.  John 
Auftin,  re£tor  of  Wangford,  was  buried  in  the  chapel,  and  gave 
ten  marks  to  adorn  it  with  a  portiphory,  two  board  cloths, 
and  two  towels,  for  the  little  or  low  altar,  and  a  coverlight  for 
the  little  chapel,  to  be  laid  over  his  grave  on  his  anniverfary, 
and  1 3s.  4d, 

They  had  a  tenement  in  the  Grefs-market,  and  about  nine 
fli ops  in  Bailey- end,  and  three  in  Nethergate-ilreet,  befides 
their  college,  new  dovehoufe,  and  gildhall,  which  was 
built  1 1  Edward  III.  The  yearly  quit-rent  for  their  fbops 
to  earl  Warren  was  is.  qd.  and  the  minifters  falary  3I  6s.  8d. 
and  r  3s.  paid  by  him  annually  to  a  poor  woman.  Among 
the  admiffions  this  year,  were  the  following  clergy  of  the 
town,  William  Hardyng,  Thomas  Buchard,  chaplains, 
Richard  de  Synterton,  brother  John  de  Fordham,  and  Sir 
Reginald  Furry,  chaplains;  and  Edmund  Caftell  was  expelled 
at  the  fame  time  ;  the  number  of  members  was  then  36. 

This  houfe  was  found  to  be  in  the  archdeanery  of  Norwich 
and  deanery  of  Thetford,  not  taxed  becaufe  founded  xince 
the  taxation. 

1416,  25  Henry  V.  the  revenues  of  the  college  were 

about  40I.  per  annum,  a  houfe  in  Rridge-ftreet  let  at 
10I.  13s.  qd.  per  annum,  and  4I.  per  annum  in  Afhwkken, 
fee.  miniiixTs  ftipend  61.  1 3s.  4c!.  two  fellows  9I.  6s.  8d. 
„  expence  at  annual  fe ait  or  great  gild  36s. 

1  Telle  rege  apud  Weftm.  10  Feb.  From  the  records  in  the  Tower. 
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1420,  John  Banham,  redtor  of  Little  Livermere,  buried 
in  the  chapel,  gave  two  new  antiphonars  and  one  gradual. 

John  Gillot,  chaplain,  late  redtor  of  Weft  Wortham,  bu¬ 
ried  here,  gave  to  the  altar  3s.  4d.  to  repair  it  6s.  8d.  to  each 
chaplain  1 2d.  and  fmall  legacies  to  the  religious  houfes  in  the 
town.  ;->i* 

1422,  John  Oliver  of  Weft  Toftys,  buried  in  the  yard,  gave 
legacies  to  this  gild,  and  that  of  Corpus  Chrifti  in  Thetford. 

1473,  Peter  Benne,  chaplain,  buried  in  the  chapel,  gave 
legacies  to  paint  the  Virgin  Mary’s  tabernacle  in  it,  and  to  St. . 
Mary’s  gild  belonging  to  it. 

1499,  JohnFylhere,  burgefs,  gave  a  legacy. 

John  Charr  gave  nine  acres  in  Croxton,  two  by  St.  John’s  * 
hofpital,  and  other  barley  rents. 

They  paid  annually  fmall  rents  for  their  Ihops,  houfes,  and 
lands  to  the  priors  of  Bromhill,  and  of  the  monks  and  canons  - 
here. 

1446,  the  mayor  and  commonalty  obtained  licence  to  fettle 
iol.  per  annum  more  in  mortmain,  and  after  this  the  rents 
became  fo  confiderable,  that  there  were  two  chamberlains  an¬ 
nually  cholen  by  the  fraternity,  who  received  the  rents,  and 
palfed  their  accounts  before  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  , 
and  by  an  account  palfed  1541,  the  Auftin  Friars  held  a 
tenement  of  them  at  I2d.  per  annum  rent.  The  gild  had  < 
a  clofe  and  lands  in  Hocham,  and  one  acre  in  the  field  there,  , 
held  of  that  manor  by  rent  of  4d.  per  annum,  and  lands  and 
rents  in  Gillam,  Rufhmere,  and  adjoining  towns  in  Suffolk,  ( 
making  in  all  109I.  7s.  per  annum. 

21  Henry  VI.  the  king  granted  licence  to  William  earl  of 
Suffolk,  and  Ifabell,  who  was  married  to  William  Galion,  to 
aflign  and  give  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Thetford, 
and  their  fuccelfors  for  ever,  to  procure  two  chaplains  to  per¬ 
form.! 
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form  divine  fervice,  for  the  fouls  of  their  benefactors  and 
their  heirs,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Blefted  Mary  in  Baily-end, 
one  mefftiage,  and  a  garden  containing  one  acre  of  land,  with 
every  thing  thereto  belonging  in  Thetford,  240  acres  of  land, 
600  of  palhire  and  heath,  with  liberty  of  four  foldcourfes 
in  Croxton  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  But  if  the  mayor  and 
commonalty  fhould,  after  that  licence  wras  granted,  fail  in  ful¬ 
filling  the  defign  of  the  benefactors,  then  it  was  lawful  for 
the  benefactors  to  apply  the  profits  of  thofe  lands,  &c.  to  their 
own  ufe,  till  they  had  received  full  fatisfaction.  This  was 
figned  by  the  king  December  1  k.  By  that  licence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  mayor  and  commonalty  were  no  more  than 
truftees,  under  a  firong  obligation  to  apply  the  profits  of  thofe 
lands  to  religious  purpofes,  without  any  power  to  convert 
them  to  their  own  fecular  advantage. 

Ifabell  Gabon  continued  to  be  a  great  benefacftrefs  to  this 
college,  as  appears  by  her  will  dated  1472.  After  fhe  had 
bequeathed  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  entry  leading  into 
the  choir  of  this  chapel,  fhe  bequeathed  to  the  high  altar  a 
crofs  of  filver  and  gilt,  two  fmall  candlefticks  of  filver  and 
gilt,  two  bafons  of  filver,  two  cruets  of  filver,  and  one  holy- 
water  flop  with  a  filver  handle,  two  books  called  Crouchers , 
three  veftments  of  filk,  one  red,  one  blue,  and  one  black, 
to  the  ufe  of  her  hufband’s  and  her  priefts  ;  to  the  mafter  of 
the  chapel  at  her  dirge  3s.  4d.  to  each  of  the  priefts  being  at 
her  dirge  is.  8d.  alfo  to  the  mafter  and  brethren  towards  or¬ 
namenting  the  chambers  there  fhe  ordered  three  celers,  three 
teafters,  nine  curtains,  three  coverlids,  one  quilt,  one  feather¬ 
bed,  one  pair  of  blankets,  nine  pair  of  fheets,  three  chefts, 

/ 

k  Tranfcribed  from  the  record  in  the  Tower,  by  T.  M. 

a  long 


OF  T  H  E  T  F  O  R  D. 


209 

a  long  turned  chair,  one  cufhion,  and  the  hanging  in  the 
parlour,  with  two  bankers,  fix  tapellry  cuihions,  three  blue 
bankers  and  cuihions  thereto,  one  table,  one  cupboard,  one 
graven  chair,  a  fire  fcreen,  her  belt  bafon  and  ewer,  one 
table-cloth  for  her  table  in  the  parlour,  one  pair  of  diaper 
towels,  one  pair  of  plain  cloth  towels  for  the  fame  table,  two 
diaper  table-cloths  for  the  high  table  in  the  hall,  two  pairs 
of  diaper  towels  belonging  thereto,  and  fix  filver  fpoons  ; 
alfo  lhe  willed  that  600  mother  fheep  and  400  hog  fheep  in 
Croxton,  fhould  remain  in  the  hands  of  her  executors  till  all 
her  debts  were  paid,  and  her  will  in  every  article  fulfilled ; 
then  file  bequeathed  the  fame  wholly  to  the  mailer  of  the 
chapel  and  to  his  fucceflors,  to  difpole  20s.  yearly  on  year- 
tide  of  her  hufband,  viz.  10s.  among  the  mailer,  prielts, 
and  clerks  of  the  chapel,  and  in  bread,  ale,  and  cheefe  at 
the  dirge,  and  for  wax  and  offerings;  and  the  other  10s. 
among  the  poor  of  Thetford,  at  the  dilcretion  of  the  mailer 
and  brethren.  To  the  mailer  40s.  yearly  for  ever  to  find  a 
clerk  to  ferve  in  the  chapel,  and  to  wait  upon  him.  To  dame 
Elizabeth  Jacklin,  of  the  nunnery,  6s.  8d.  during  her  life, 
and  refidue  of  the  profit  of  the  above  fheep  to  be  applied  in 
^keeping  the  chapel  in  proper  order.  To  Sir  Piers  Benue,  and 
Sir  Richard  Roger,  prieffcs,  their  falaries,  for  their  lervice  to 
her  and  her  hufband,  payable  out  of  lands  and  leafes  in  Crox¬ 
ton,  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  on  condition  they  be  of  good 
eonverfation,  and  have  the  mailer  in  due  reverence ;  and 
when  any  of  them  die,  fhe  willed  that  Sir  Robert  Swayne, 
prielt,  fucceed  in  the  fervice  of  her  will ;  and  that  Sir  Piers 
Benne,  and  Sir  Richard  Roger,  fay  a  trental  for  her  lbul  the 
year  next  after  her  deceafe,  and  to  have  6s.  8d,  each  for  their 
labours.  Alfo  that  her  tenement  which  fhe  purchafed  of  John 
Sporle  (after  payment  of  her  debts)  be  amortized  to  the  cha- 
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pel,  on  condition,  that  whofoever  be  matter,  fliall  have  the 
life  and  profits  thereof  for  his  houfhold.  Alfo  that  the  ad-- 
vowfon  of  Santon  church  be  amortized  and  appropriated  to 
the  chapel.  Alfo,  that  if  John  Shurry,  her  nephew,  die 
without  iffue  male,  during  the  life  of  Harry  Heydon,  fhe 
willed  the  faid  Harry  to  pay  iool.  to  the  chapel,  to  purchafe 
decent  fubfittence,  and  40I.  to  buy  veftments,  ornaments, 
and  jewels.  The  refidue  of  her  goods  fhe  gave  in  alms  to 
this  chapel,  and  other  deeds  of  mercy.  She  made  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Bunche,  prieft,  her  executor. 

Sir  Thomas  Tudenham,  knt.  John  Heydon,  and  Ifabel 
Gallon,  by  indenture  demifed  to  William  Bunche,  matter, 
and  the  fellows  of  the  chapel  of  the  Bleffed  Mary,  one  mef- 
fuage,  and  120  acres  and  half  of  arable  land,  154  acres  of 
heath  and  pafture,  with  every  thing  thereto  belonging  in 
Bernham,  and  liberty  of  one  foldcourfe  in  the  fame  village 
or  parifh,.  Alfo  one  melfuage  and  three  acres  of  land,  called 
Waytelove’s  tenement,  and  2s.  yearly  rent,  to  be  received  out 
of  divers  free  tenements  in  the  fame  parifh,  all  which  are 
called  Rufhbrokes.  Alfo  four  pieces  of  arable  land  in  the 
fields  there,  computed  at  twelve  acres,  to  hold  to  the  matter 
and  brethren  for  twenty  years,  paying  to  the  leflors  and  af- 
figns  40s.  yearly. 

April  15,  34  Henry  VI.  the  fame  parties  fold  to  the  faid 
matter  the  fame  premifes,  which  they  had  of  the  gift  and 
feoffment  of  John  Spileman  and  Robert  Spileman1. 

Margaret,  relid  and  executrix  of  Alan  de.  Kilvertton,  mer- 

/ 

chant,  in  confideration  of  two  marks,  gave  to  this  chapel  a 
fhop  in  the  market-place,  on  condition  of  paying  to  Ofbert 
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<le  Mundford  and  his  heirs  4d.  yearly,  and  to  earl  Warren 
for  Hufgable  2dm. 

io  Henry  VII.  Thomas  Higham,  efq.  granted  to  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  Thetford,  and  their  fucceffors, 
the  advowfon  of  San  ton  church,  on  condition  that  upon  every 
vacancy  they  prefent  the  matter  or  keeper  of  St.  Mary’s  cha¬ 
pel  to  that  church,  and  that  he  receive  the  profits  of  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  will  of  Ifabel  Gabon,  deceafed11. 

There  happened  5  Charles  I.  a  long  luit  in  chancery  con¬ 
cerning  Santon  advowfon,  the  prefentation  to  which  was 
veiled  in  the  mayor  and  commonalty  as  before  mentioned. 
I  lTiall  give  a  Ihort  account  of  that  affair  in  this  place  :  Sir 
Thomas  Wodehoufe  of  Thetford,  lent,  and  hart.  Sir  Drughe 
Drury,  of  Riddlefworth,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,,  bart. 
and  Richard  Gwyn,  ferjeant  at  law,  recorder  of  Thetford, 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid  burgh,  were  chofen  arbi¬ 
trators  between  Peter  Sponer,  gent,  one  of  the  burgeffes, 
and  John  Tyrrel,  gent.  Francis  Avenal,  gent,  and  William 
Norwich,  gent,  and  three  other  burgeffes. 

Whereas  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and  commonalty,  April 
14,  1626,  were  feifed  of  the  perpetual  prefentation  to  San¬ 
ton  advowfon ;  but  the  corporation  Handing  in  need  of  a 
certain  fum  of  money,  for  the  fpeedy  effecting  divers  good  adts, 
the  mayor  and  the  reft  of  the  corporation,  at  a  hall  the  14th 
of  April,  agreed  to  convey  over  the  next  prefentation  to  John 
Tyrrel,  for  the  fum  of  forty  pounds,  but  did  not  fully  con¬ 
clude  upon  it.  On  the  25th  of  September,  at  another  af- 
femblv,  the  intended  fale  was  debated  and  fully  agreed  (ex¬ 
cept  by  Peter  Sponer  and  William  Miles)  that  the  faid  pre«- 
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fentation  fhould  be  fold  to  the  faid  John  Tyrrel  for  40I.  and 
the  writing  was  made,  which  Tyrrel  accepted,  and  payed 
the  40I.  to  the  mayor  for  the  ufe  of  the  corporation.  But 
the  faid  Sponer,  intending  to  breed  difturbance,  in  Ealter  term, 
at  his  own  fnit,  cauled  a  writ  out  of  chancery  to  be  lerved 
upon  Tyrrel,  the  mayor  and  the  other  burgeffes  concerned, 
compelling  them  to  appear  in  the  laid  court  on  a  certain  day, 
again!!  which  time  he  had  exhibited  a  lcandalous  bill  again!! 
them,  to  which  they  gave  in  their  anfwer.  At  la!!  finding, 
the  matter  hanging  long  in  chancery,  it  was  committed  to 
the  abovenamed  arbitrators  ;  whereupon,  December  3,  they 
delired  John  Chapman,  mayor,  to  affemble  a  hall,  that  they 
might  examine  the  matter  more  fully,  and  thereby  better  in¬ 
form  themfelves  what  courfe  to  take,  and  to  have  it  voted, 
thereby  to  determine  whether  it  was  more  profitable  that  the 
faid  John  Tyrrel  fhould  hold  the  prefentation,  or  that  the 
corporation  fhould  pay  him  his  40I.  On  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  it  was  agreed  at  an  alfembly  then  called,  that  it  was  belt 
for  Tyrrel  to  hold  the  prefentation  ;  then  it  was  determined 
further  by  the  arbitrators,  that  Peter  Sponer,  at  fome  affembly, 
when  required  by  the  offended  and  injured  party,  fhould  pub¬ 
licly  confels  that  he  hath  without  any  juft  caufe  oppreffed  and 
injured  John  Tyrrel,  Francis  A  venal,  and  William  Norwich, 
and  the  re!!  of  the  corporation,  and  that  he  and  his  counfel 
from  that  time  fhould  lay  afide  all  farther  proceeding ;  and- 
that  the  mayor  and  others,  the  burgeffes,  !hall  take  no  ad¬ 
vantage  by  requiring  col!s,  but  be  fatisfied  with  this  awards 
and  in  lieu  of  charges  accept  Sponer’s  fubmiflion.  Lallly, 
that  the  faid  John  Tyrrel  may  have  the  next  prefentation. 

But  to  return  to  the  more  immediate  fubjecS!  of  this  chapter.. 
6  Henry  VII.  William  Bunche,  clerk,  granted  to  Richard 
Roger  and  Thomas  Warde,  chaplains,  three  pieces  of  arable 

land,. 
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land,  containing  about  thirty  acres,  which  he  had  of  Ifabel 
Gabon,  widow  ;  and  in  the  fame  year  they  were  regranted 
to  him* 

15  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Hedge  of  Thetford,  prieff,  Wil¬ 
liam  Attoner,  and  John  Judy,  burgeffes,  gave  to  Simon 
Baxter,  mayor,  and  fellow  of  the  gild  of  the  bleffed  Mary, 
and  to  all  the  fraternity,  their  fucceffors  and  affigns,  a  mef- 
fuage  in  Nether-ffreet,  to  the  ufe  and  profit  of  the  chapel0. 

But  this  college  being  compofed  of  fuch  great  numbers  of 
brethren,  made  it  liable  to  many  inconveniencies,  which  at 
laft  i filled  in  its  total  diflolution.  The  mayor  and  burgeffes 
of  Thetford  were  members  of  this  fociety,  and  had  great 
power  and  influence  over  the  poffeffions.  The  other  monas¬ 
teries  in  the  town  were  founded  upon  different  principles,, 
and  the  government  of  them  in  ecclefiaftical  perfons  only. 
The  mayor  and  burgeffes  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  poffef¬ 
fions,  for  they  were  Subject  to  none,  in  any  thing  materia), 
but  to  the  king.  Whereas  this  Society  was  a  mixture  of  re¬ 
ligious  and  Secular,  and  more  power  veiled  in  the  latter  than 
the  former  ;  fo  that  when  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  thought 
proper,  they  could  make  ufe  of  that  power  to  incroach  upon 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  religious,  and  Subvert  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  foundation,  as  will  appear  from  the  Sequel., 

The  town  of  Thetford  had  various  reafons  to  induce  them 
to  exert  all  the  power  they  had,  to  obtain  the  privilege  of 
being  made  a  corporation ;  and  the  method  they  took  was  the* 
following.  They  Sent  the  plate  belonging  to  the  chapel  to, 
London,  that  the  money  from  thence  iffuing  might  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  procuring  a  corporation  ;  and  as  the  original 

account  is  in  Englifh,  I  Shall  give  it  the  reader  verbatim  1\ 

-  < . 

0  Ex  autog.  penes  T.  M. 

?  Taken  from  the  original  MS.  penes  J.  Worth, 
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u  Thes  ben  the  receyfts  recevyd  at  London  by  JafFerey 
Allen  mayer  of  the  burghe  of  Thettford,  the  7  e  day  of  the 
monytlie  of  Novembyr,  and  30th  yer  of  the  reyng  of  kynge 
Henry  8che  and  alfo  by  John  Savage  of  the  fame  town,  of  one 
John  Cook  fetyzen  and  goldfmythe  of  London,  as  by  indentin' 
more  at  large  dothe  playnley  apere,  under  the  fele  of  the  feid 
John  Cooke. 


Furil  of  dobylle  gylt  at  four  fhillings  le  oz. 

ounce. 


A  payer  of  chalys  wyth  kovyrs  of  the  fame  -  18 

Alfo  another  payer  of  chalys  wyth  kovyrs  —  1 3 

Alfo  a  monftyr  —  —  —  1 5 

Alfo  the  beif  crofle  —  —  —  42 

Alfo  two  lytyl  croffys  —  —  —  6 

Alfo  a  mafor  bound  with  a  knotte  —  5 

Alfo  a  payer  of  prykkets,  conteyning  —  7 


The  fum  five  fcore  9  oz.  and  half,  value  21I.  17s.  4d. 


ducting  8d.  for  an  ear  pyn. 

Alfo  of  a  parcelle  gylt  at  3s.  9d.  le  oz. 

Furft  a  payer  of  candylftykkes,  wyth  a  pyke  and  liofe  47 
Alfo  a  payer  of  baflyns  —  —  —  29 

Alfo  an  holy  water  ftoppe  wyth  the  fiykke  —  9 

Alfo  a  crefmatory  —  —  —  —  1  o 

Alfo  a  payr  of  crewetts  —  —  9 

Alfo  an  old  fait  —  —  —  7 

Alfo  the  knotte  of  a  chalys  —  —  2 

Alfo  a  payer  of  fenfors  —  —  —  29 

Alfo  a  payer  of  chalys  wyth  kovers  —  1  o 

Alfo  a  fhypped  with  a  fpone  —  —  7 

Alfo  a  payer  of  crewetts  —  —  9 

Alfo  a  lytyl  pax  —  —  — •  2 

Value  in  all  54I.  15s.  3d.  ob.” 


*  A  fmall  vefiel  of  that  form  to  burn  frankincenfe  in.  See  Archseol.  I. 
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Ci  As  was  faid  before,  the  plate  was  fold  to  the  entent,  that 
the  mony  tlieof  comyng,  fchuld  be  dyfpendyd  for  the  well 
and  comodyte  of  the  fame  towne  yn  porchaifyng  a  corpora¬ 
tion,  and  to  have  the  town  hole  yn  fee-farm  of  the  kyngr 
and  to  exclewde  all  offylfers,  (the  mayer  only  except)  and 
farder,  for  that  the  inhabytans  of  the  feid  towne  fchuld  be 
iparyd  yn  the  chargys  of  the  feyd  porchaifyng  the  corporac-- 
tion,  and  nat  taxyd  therto  by  pertycular  fummys.  The  feyd 
plate  was  folde  by  the  adwyfe  of  Jaffery  Alen  mayer  ther,, 
Symond  Baxter,  and  John  Savage,  chamberlyns,  of  the  fame 
town,  wyth  others  commoners  ther,  and  inhabytans  of  the 
fame.” 

After  the  fale  of  the  plate,  a  bill  was  prefented  to  the 
king,  with  a  view  to  have  his  majefty’s  permiflion  to  apply 
the  money  for  that  plate  towards  defraying  the  expences  fuf-- 
tained  in  obtaining  the  affiltance  of  the  king’s  counfellors. 

To  which  the  king  returned  the  following  anfwer : 
“  Ryght  wrelle  bylovyd,-  we  grett  yow  welle,  and  for  as 
moche  as  we  be  credyblye  informyd,  that  the  chappelle  nere 
into  the  pryfon  yn  that  owr  towne  of  Thettforde,  ys  now  at 
that  poynt  and  condysfhon,  that  nowther  it  ys  orderryd  to  the 
honore  of  God,  nor  proffyghte  to  owr  common  welthe.  And* 
fardyr  more,  yow  neyther  havynge  owr  law  to  bere  the  fame, 
nor  yet  permytted  by  us  to  do  the  fame,  yow  hav  now  of 
late  entrewded  upponowr  entered  ther  ;  and  alfo  now  of  late 
have  folde  as  welle  the  londs  and  howfys*  as  alfo  the  goody s 
and  cattallys,  late  bylongyng  to  the  fame  chappelle,  beyng 
owrs.  Wherffor  we  wel  and  command  yow,.  and  farther 
uppon  yowr  alegens  charge  yow,  that  yow  nat-  only  dylyver 
poifefchon  of  the  fame,  wyth  al  the  dedys,  wrytyngs,,  and 
menyments  confernyng  the  fame,  and  everye  parte  ther  unto* 
belongyng ;  but  al  fuche  goodys  and  cattallys,  ,  wyth  other 

commodytes^, 


THE  HISTORY 


n  1 6 

commodytes,  and  profFyghts  as  late  wer  pertaynynge  to  the 

fame,  unto  tiie  handys  of  owr  trufty  and  welle  belovyd . 

and  he  to  enjoy  the  fame,  fpeifyallye,  as  of  owr  graunt. 
And  thvs  as  vow  tendyr  owr  pie  fur. 

On  the  xoth  of  December  following,  Mr.  Yelverton  came 
to  Thetford,  to  declare  to  the  town,  how  he  had  moved  the 
eonnlel  of  the  dutchy,  by  fupplication,  to  incorporate  the 
fame,  and  to  exclude  all  officers,  except  the  mayor.  The 
whole  written  as  follows,  “  Mr.  Yelverton  feyd,  the  cown- 
felle  was  welle  contente  we -fchuld  profede,  and  gave  luch 
wordys  of  cowmffortte,  that  yt  femyd  lyke  that  yt  myght  be 
obteynyd,  yf  we  wold,  and  myght  be  abyll  to  do  the  fame. 
And  for  the  necelfary  chargys  yn  the  lernyd  cownfell  to  be 
hadde,  wyth  other  chargys  to  lern  the  profedyngs  heryn, 
we  hadde  fold  the  feid  plate  by  indentur  ;  than  by  the  feid 
town  that  plate  was  eftemyd  not  to  be  fufFysfhent  to  obteyn 
the  feid  corporation  ;  ded  of  owyr  owne  good  wyllys,  vonfent 
and  agree  that  Jaffery  Alen  mayer,  Symon  Baxter  and  John 
Savage,  chambyrlens,  fchuld  felle  luch  a  parcelle  of  lond  as 
fchuld  feme*  to  them  mete,  for  to  accomplysfhe  the  feid 
charge  ;  as  by  indenture  than  and  ther  made,  between  the 
feid  Jaffery,  Symon  and  John  on  theoon  parte,  and  the  feyd 
commonable  of  the  town  on  thother  parte.  Selyd  wyth  dy- 
verfe  of  ther  perteculer  felys.” 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  lord  privy  feal. 

u  After  my  ryght  harty  commendachons,  wheras  yt  hath 
ben  reportyd  unto  me  by  feche  perfonys,  as  wold  hav  fchewyd 
the  fame  unto  the  kyngs  heyghtnes,  and  to  the  reft  of  hys 
moft  honorabyll  cownfell ;  that  ye  menyng  deceyfte,  frawde 
and  geyl  and  to  encroche  and  ufurpe  unto  yow  more  than 
your  owne,  and  more  than  yow  have  a  juft  tytyl  unto;  and 
have  of  late  takyn  ynto  vowr  handys  the  londys  and  goodys 
i  ‘  bylongyng 
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bylongyng  to  a  chappell  ther,  wherofF  one  John  Clerk  preft 
ys  mallyr.  And  that  nat  only  ye  apley  and  convert  a  grett 
parte  theroff  to  yowr  own  propyr  and  perteculer  ufes,  but 
alfo  that  ye  have  takyn  the  plate  thereof  ynto  yowr  handys, 
and  be  mynded  as  yt  ys  thowte,  ichortly  to  take  away  the 
fchepe  and  othyr  cattalle  and  ftore  of  the  grownde  theroff  to 
yowr  lyke  ufes.  And  to  lette  the  feyd  martyr  and  too  prefts 
of  the  fame  to  have  a  very  bare  levyng  only  a.  yowr  handys 
and  dyftrybuchon,  agenft  the  ryght  of  the  fundachon  of  that 
chappelle,  and  other wys  than  yt  hath  ben  accuftomyd  yn 
tymys  part ;  and  the  boldyr  fo  to  doe,  as  yt  ys  alegecl,  by- 
caufe  the  evydencys  and  recordys  theroff  doe  remay ne  yn 
yowr  cuftody,  wherunto  I  have  nat  ben  lyght  to  geve  ere- 
denfe;  but  rather  I  have  thowght  by  thys  herrer,  mayftyr 
Rowfe  my  frend  and  yowrys,  gently  to  warn  yow  theroff. 
And  further  to  defyer,  and  neverthelefs  requere  yow  to  fchow 
unto  hvm,  nat  only  the  foie  trowthe  therof  wyth  the  very 
evydenlys  of  that  fundadtion,  and  th’encrefe  of  the  feyd 
chappell,  and  to  have  the  copye  of  fuche  as  he  fchall  thynk 
mete  ;  but  alfo  why  ye  have  foe  feaffyd  unto  yowr  handys 
the  fame  plate,  chargeyng  and  commandyng  yow  yn  the 
kyngis  name,  that  ye  fchall  fe  all  that  plate  fo  ordyrryd,  that 
yt  may  be  at  all  tymys  forth  commyng  yf  yow  fchall  be  callyd 
upon  for  yt ;  and  that  all  the  fchepe,  cattail,  and  ftore  doe 
remayn  onfold  uppon  the  grownde,  as  yt  bathe  ben  ufed 
hertoffore  ;  and  lyke  as  truftyng  to  yowr  honeft  confformytes, 
I  have  rtayd  the  matter  yn  my  handys,  untill  I  have  further 
knowlege  and  advertyfment  therof,  and  purpofe  to  help  yowr 
good  ryght  and  tytyl  therto  accordyng  to  juftice.  So  yf  I 
fliuld  nat  fynd  yow  conformabyll  to  refon,  ye  wuld  geve  me 
caws  to  thynk  my  kyndnes.  evyl  byftowyd.  And  alfo  that 
yowr  ryght  and  tytyl  be  but  flendyr  ;  and  fp  profede  ther- 
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uppon  for  redrefs  accordyngly.  Thus  fare  ye  ryght  liartyTy 
welle.  From  yowr  lovyng  frend, 

Thomas  Crowmewell.” 

<£  For  twenty  fix  days  the  mayer  and  John  Savage  way  ted 
on  my  lord  prevyfele,  and  made  owr  anfwer,  that  we  had 
fold  the  plate  for  54I.  15s.  5d.  ob.  uppon  the  confederachon 
afforfeyd,  and  a  foldcourfe  yn  Croxton  to  John  Crofts,  gent, 
for  224I.  wherof  we  receyvyd  yn  party  payment,  at  the  bargen 
makyng  24I.  in  the  whych  bargen  we  except  the  affent  of 
owr  neybors.  And  that  the  kynge’s  lyfens  to  be  hadde,  hys 
grafe,  lawe,  nor  cownfell  thereyn  offendyd,  that  nat  had,  the 
bargen  voyde  ;  and  yf  yt  myght  paffe,  the  lyfens  obteynd, 
than  that  feyd  foldcourfe  ys  fold  by  us,  the  mony  therof  com- 
myng  to  be  im ploy’d  to  iuche  eus  as  yn  the  confederations 
here  after  follow yng  doth  apere. 

“  The  confederations  fchewyd  and  declaryd  for  the  pre¬ 
ferring  of  the  fame,  unto  the  ryght  honorabyll  Sir  Thomas 
Crowmewell,  lord  prevyfele,  vycegerent  unto  the  kynge’s 
heygthenes,  by  Jafferey  Alen  mayer  ther,  Symond  Baxter, 
and  John  Savage,  chambyrlens  of  the  fame. 

u  In  tyme  owt  of  mynd  yn  the  feyd  burgh  have  ben 
dyvers  offyfers,  havying  ther  mynyftration  of  offyce.  As 
a  mayer,  the  fcheryfe  of  the  fcheyer,  crowner,  a  bayle  of 
the  ffranchelfe,  the  kynge’s  bayle  of  hys  rent  of  affyfe,  the 
exhetor,  and  the  kynge’s  clerk  of  the  market,  wyth  other 
fervants,  deputes,  and  adherents  to  them  belongyng,  every 
of  them  pretendyng  ther  mynyftration  of  offyce,  fo  eche 
0011  of  thofe  offyfers  fuppofyng  to  ufurp  uppon  other  yn  hys 
offys  and  rome,  every  offyfer  pretendyng  equalyte  wyth  other,, 
wheruppon  alweys  hath  infurgyd,  nat  only  contention,  fewte 
and  debate,  to  the  otter  dyfqueyetyng,  confewmyng,  and 

ondoyng 
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ondoyng  of  the  inhabytans  ther ;  but  by  fForce  wherof  the 
towne  browghte  ynto  iuche  name,  and  reportyd  to  be  of  fuche 
fchameffull  and  dyfordytabyll  agrement,  that  nowther  jen- 
tylman,  yoman^  nor  any  other  honeft  man  wyll  repare  the- 
ther,  ther  to  ynhabyt ;  but  fuch  as  be  ther  at  thys  prefent 
tyme  do  repare  thens  and  ynhabyt  yn  other  townys  ;  wherby 
the  feyd  towne  ys  rewynly  dekayed,  and  -  otterly  ondone, 
and  excepte  yowr  honor abyli  lordfchyppes  ffavor  yn  owr  pro- 
fedynges  hadde,  and  obteynyd  yn  fchort  tyme  lyke  to  be 
dyfolat;  ffor  remedye  herof*  we  as  owr  dewtys  wer,  owr  town 
beyng  parfell  of  the  duchye  of  Lancafter,  have  complaynyd 
by  fupplycation,  and  fhowne  owr  neffeffyte  unto  the  ryght 
honorabyll  Wyllyam  erl  of  Sowthhampton,  chanceler  of  the 
feyd  duchye,  ho  hathe  promyfyd  to  be  unto  us  owr  fynguler 
good  lorde,  beryng  hys  affuryd  ffavor  to  the  mayntenans  of  the 
feid  burgh,  yn  obteynyng  of  the  kynge’s  heygthenes,  by  hys 
grachos  letterys  patentys  to  be  yncorporatyd  by  the  name  of 
a  mayer  and  commonaite,  and  fo  to  be  lioldyn  and  governyd 
by  oon  affyffer;  and  therffor  to  be  payed  to  the  kynge’s  grafe, 
oon  ffee  fferm  ffor  evyr.  And  all  othyr  offyffers  above  namyd 
clerly  exempt  and  exclewdyd,  the  feid  mayer  only  except ; 
ffor  the  whycli  corporation  fo  to  be  hadd,  we  offyr  to  the 
kynge’s  coffyrs  clerly  more  then  the  feyd  towne  ys  worth 
yerly,  at  thys  prefent  daye  61.  by  yer  at  the  left  wythowt 
deduction  or  allowans  to  be  had. 

“  Secundaryly,  The  feyd  town  hathe  yn  fferme  ffor  terme 
of  yerys  by  indentor  of  the  kynge’s  heythones,  the  tolle  of  hys 
brygge  yn  Thettfforde,  Brundon,  Honyngton,  and  Ewftori, 
yejdyng  and  payeng  therffor  by  yer  to  hys  grafe  81..  6s.  8d. 
whyche  ys  levyd  and  takyn  wythyn  the  bowndys  of  the  towne- 
fchypps  aforfeyd,  of  every  cart  ladyn  td.  of  every  pakke  ob. 
of  a  ikore  fcheppe  2d.  of  every  fkore  bullokys  and  coltys  4  L 

F  f  2  that 


220 


THE  HISTORY 


that  comythe  thether  or  paffythe  therthorrow  y n  any  of  the 
feyd  townys  to  be  folde  by  forfe  of  takyng  the  feyd  tolle 
wythyn  the  towne  of  Thettfford.  The  feyd  towne  hathe  nat 
only  fofteynyd  grette  exclamachon,  as  .to  be  callyd  a 
pelyng,  bryburly,  and  a  pollyng  town,  as  yn  levyng  the  fame  ; 
but  alfo  dyvers  inqueyetachons,  vereanfys  and  ffrays  hathe 
enfowed  to  the  otter  endemneffyeng  and  hyndrans  of  tlie 
profperyns  welthe  of  the  fame ;  for  reddreffe  wheroff,  yt  ys 
ynventyd,  provyded  and  partly  begon  to  eddyffye  and  bewyld 
as  many  ftallys  and  fchoppys  wythyn  the  mercatte  plas  ther, 
as  fchalle  paye  the  kynge’s  tolle  confernynge  the  feyd  towne, 
onlie  the  reparachon  of  the  feyd  ftallys  and  fchoppys  dedudte. 
And  all  the  kynge’s  fubgettys  generally  to  come  thether  and 
ther  to  paffe  thorrowe  queyetly,  frely,  and  peffably,  payeng 
no  manner  of  tolle  nor  coftom  for  evyrmore. 

44  Wherby  we  truft  to  avans  the  honefte  queyette,  name, 
fame  and  report  of  the  feyd  towne,  and  fchall  be  an  honefte 
okacion  to  the  contrye  adjoynyng  to  refort  thether,  and  ther 
to  paffe  thorrow  to  the  grett  avanfment  of  honefte  and  fub- 
ftans  of  the  inhabytans  ther,  and  alfo  by  that  a£te  to  obteyne 
and  Wynne  agenthe  lovyng  hartys  of  the  contrye,  to  the  good 
and  queyette  name  and  report  of  the  fame,  whych  ys  expe- 
dyent  to  be  contenewyd  for  ever. 

44  Thurdly,  For  as  moche  as  the  feyd  towne  hath  ever 
ben  grettly  mayntaynyd,  relevyd,  and  prefervyd  by  the  re¬ 
fort  and  trade  of  pylgremys  ther  paffyng  thorrowe,  a  goodly 
numbyr  of  peopyll  ther  inhabytyng  hathe  ben  welle  prefervyd 
wyth  a  fuffyfchent  levyng  by  them,  a  grette  nombyr  of  faver 
howfys  yn  the  feyd  towne  welle  beuylded  and  upholdyn, 
whych  trade  and  rel'ort  of  pylgremage  ys  yn  every  honefte 
mans  hart  ;  but  no  we  abhorryd,  exefepulfyd  and  fette  apart 
for  ever,  wherby  a  grett  nombyr  of  peopyll  ther  inhabytyng, 
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be  idyllyd,  and  lyke  to  be  browght  ynto  extreme  beggarye, 
exfepte  fome  good  provyifchon  and  remadye  be  fchortly  de- 
vyfyd  and  provydyd  ;  yn  confederachon  wherof  yt  ys  thowghte 
mete  that  ther  fchuld  be  remaynyng,  to  contenew  for  ever, 
a  fuffyifchent  fom  of  mony  yn  the  handys  of  two  chamby- 
lens,  to  the  entent  that  by  perteculer  fommys,  yt  fchall  and 
may  be  lent  uppon  a  fuffyifchent  aifewrance  for  the  repay¬ 
ment,  and  no  avantage  or  gayne  by  the  feyd  chambyrlens, 
or  lenders  in  the  forberyng  therof  to  be  takyn  :  and  that  to  be 
deilrebutyd  yn  lendyng  to  the  honeite  dwellyrs  ther,  as  to 
clothemakers,  mercers,  drappyrs,  tannyrs,  vetelyrs,  and 
othyr  nelfery  dwellyrs  ther,  as  fchalle  be  thowte  moil  avayl- 
able  and  expedyent,  that  the  feyd  oqupyers  may  the  better 
therby  be  enabyllyd  to  fette  a  worke  all  the  feyd  idyll  peopyll, 
and  to  expuls  idylnes,  and  be  a  mene  to  contenue  them  yn 
honeil  and  queyett  levyng,  wyche  as  we  efteme  yt,  ys  a  very 
femyng  way  to  preferve  the  pore  peopyll,  and  to  avoyd  all 
ynconvenyens,  that  from  ydylnes  may  enfew,  and  to  bryng 
the  feyd  town  to  honeil  name  and  report,  whych  fchall  be 
ther  prefervachon  for  ever. 

Upon  finding  many  difficulties  ariiing  to  prevent  their  ob¬ 
taining  a  corporation,  on  the  iixth  of  May  John  Savage  rode 
to  London  to  make  anfwer  to  the  king’s  counfel  of  his  dutchy 
of  Lan caller ;  that  the  town  of  Thetford  would  no  farther 
proceed  in  having  of  a  corporation,  for  the  following  reafons, 
viz.  “  Whcr  the  late  howiis  of  the  channons  and  nonnys 
payed  to  the  kyng  19s.  3d.  by  yer  of  rent  of  afeyfe,  the 
feyd  howiis  now  fuppreffyd,  the  baylys  and  other  offyfers  of 
the  court  of  augmentachon,  deteynythe  payment  of  the  fame. 
In  confederachon  of  the  fame,  the  kynge’s  balye  of  hys  rent 
of  affife  deteynythe  from  the  feid  offyfer  of  the  court  of  ag- 
mentachon  by  yer  3I,  10s.  4d.  to  them  gevyn  yn  almeife,, 

wherby. 


22  2 


THE  HISTORY 


wherby  the  duchy  ys  enhanfyd  by  yer  52s.  and  id.  and  ex- 
cepte  the  town  wold  bynd  themfelvys  by  ther  charter  to  do 
and  pay  the  lame,  the  cownfelle  wold  nat  make  us  graunt 
of  owr  dylyer,  whych  payment  we  wold  nat  bynd  the  town 
to,  for  dowte  of  a  contrary  agrement  bet  wen  the  feyd  cowrtys 
herafter  ;  and  alfo  a  gretter  dowghte  for  the  payment  of  2  81. 
6s.  8d.  by  yer  of  fee  ferme  payd  at  thys  prelent  day  owte  of 
the  hows  of  monkys  ;  and  yf  yt  fchuld  happy n  that  to  be 
fuppreffyd  at  any  tyme  herafter,  and  the  towne  bownde  by 
the  charter  to  pay  the  fame  ;  and  the  kynge’s  offyfers  of  hys 
feyd  agmentachon  cowrt  nat  wyllyng  that  to  allow,  the  town 
bownd  by  the  feyd  charter  for  the  hole  fee  ferme,  yt  myght 
bryng  the  feyd  town  to  an  importenaunt  fewte  for  the  al¬ 
io  wans  therof,  or  ellys  ther  otter  ondoyng  :  for  tlies  two 
dowtys  and  other  nelfalfary,  we  wol  no  farder  profede,  as  the 
feyd  John  Savage  at  thysjorney  makythe  hys  anfwer  to  the 
f^yd  cownfell. 

(‘  In  the  forfeyd  jorney  the  feid  John  Savage  recevyd  the 
copy  of  the  clere  valew  of  the  feyd  town  of  Thettford  of 
eleven  yerys,  compylyd  together  by  Mr.  Hennage,  awdytor 
to  the  kynge’s  heythenes  for  hys  duchy  yn  thele  partys  as 
herafter  followyth:  Rent  of  allize  9I.  13s.  lod.  ob.  New 
rent  3s.  Toll  of  Salford  bridge  in  Norfolk,  of  Heafeon  bridge, 
and  Honiton  in  Suffolk.  The  toll  of  the  fair  and  market  in 
Thetford,  granted  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  that  town, 
and  to  their  fuccelibrs,  value  yearly  7I.  Dominion  land  let 
to  the  prior  and  convent  of  monks  in  Thetford,  and  their  luc- 
ceiTors  forever,  2  81.  6s.  8d.  Court  perquifites  yearly  48I.  Sd. 
The  toll  of  the  bridge  of  Brandon  ferry  yearly  26s.  8d.  In 
all  49I.  4s.  9d.  ob.  Clear  yearly  value  39I.  4s.  Sd.  ob.” 

During  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  this  chapel  continued 
imfupprelfed,  though  a  great  part  of  its  poifeflions  was  fold 
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in  order  to  defray  the  expences  attending  the  applications 
made  towards  obtaining  a  corporation,  and  I  find  that  tbofe 
expences  amounted  to  the  fum  of  19I.  os.  pd, 

September  18,  34  Henry  VIII.  the  following  agreement 
was  made  between  Thomas  Deye,  gent,  mayor  of  Thetford, 
and  John  Clerk,  priefi,  mafter  of  the  chapel,  concerning 
providing  1000  fheep,  viz.  That  the  mafter  leave  in  the 
mayor’s  hands  5I.  of  his  ftipend  due  at  Michaelmas  next, 
to  buy  100  ftore  lambs  at  Midfumrner;  alfo,  that  yearly 
after  that  Midlummer,  during  nine  years  fucce (lively,  the 
mayor  fhall  retain  the  ftipend  of  the  mafter  for  Chriftmas, 
Lady  day,  and  Midfumrner  quarters,  33s.  4d.  each  quarter, 
which  amount  to  5I.  to  buy  yearly  at  Midfumrner  100  ftore^ 
lambs. 

Alfo,  if  the  faid  John  provide  the  100  lambs,  then  the 
mayor  to  pay  him  his  ftipend  at  Midfumrner  without  delay. 

Alfo,  the  mafter  fhall  not  fell  or  put  away  the  lambs  at 
the  end  of  nine  years,  but  leave  them  to  his  fucceffoiv 

Alfo,  the  mayor  fhall  have  to  farm  the  faid  cattle  at  20s. 
the  100  yearly,  and  at  the  end  of  nine  years  to  deliver  to 
the  mafter  or  his  fucceftor  as  many  as  he  received. 

After  the  fheep  be  provided  to  the  number  of  1000,  the 
mayor  fhall  pay  to  the  mafter  61.  14s.  4d.  yearly  for  his  fti¬ 
pend,  by  quarterly  payments. 

Alfo,  if  the  chapel  fhall  be  fupprefted,  furrendered,  or 
otherwife  diffolved  within  the  nine  years,  the  fit eep  fo  pro¬ 
vided  lltall  remain  to  the  faid  John  Clerk  and  his  affigns. 

Alfo,  if  the  faid  mafter  do  not  provide  at  Midfumrner 
next,  and  fo  every  year  during  the  nine  years  100  fheep,  till 
the  1000  be  provided,  neverthelefs  the  mayor  to  pay  unto 
the  mafter  the  yearly  farm  after  20s.  the  100,  and  at  the  end. 
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of  nine  years,  to  deliver  the  number  of  1000  fheep  to  the 
mailer  or  his  fucceifor. 

Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  who  had  engroffed  to  himfelf 
large  polTeiTions  which  once  belonged  to  religious  houfes, 
32  Henry  VIII.  purchafed  of  Henry  earl  of  Surry,  all  his 
intereft  and  term  of  years  in  the  lands  and  foldcourfes  in 
Croxton,  called  Chapel  Lands,  which  he  had  to  farm  of  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  ofThetford. 

5  Edward  VI.  the  mayor  and  commonalty  releafed  to 
Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  and  his  heirs,  all  their  right  to  find 
chaplains,  or  otherwife,  in  240  acres  of  land,  600  of  paf- 
ture  and  bruery,  with  liberty  of  four  foldcourfes  in  Croxton, 
late  the  property  of  William  Galion. 

The  fame  king,  by  letters  patent,  granted  to  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerfton  all  mefluages,  lands,  tenements,  &c.  late  in 
the  tenure  of  Henry  earl  of  Surry,  attainted  of  high  treafon 
in  Croxton,  which  belonged  to  the  chapel  of  the  blefled  Mary, 
excepting  all  bells  and  lead  coverings  of  that  chapel,  to  hold 
as  of  the  king’s  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  by  fealty  only  in  free 
focage  and  not  in  capite ;  hut  in  Croxton,  of  the  king  in  ca- 
pite  by  the  fervice  of  the  fortieth  part  of  a  knight’s  fee. 

Nov.  5,  1  and  2  Philip  and  Mary,  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton 
bought  of  Robert  Wright  of  London,  poulterer,  all  his  right 
in  a  barn  and  itable,  and  certain  pightles  belonging  to  the 
fame,  being  parcel  of  the  chapel  pofleffions. 

At  the  fuppreftion  of  this  chapel,  Weever  and  Speed 
fay  that  its  revenues  amounted  yearly  to  109I.  7  s.  but  Dr. 
Tanner,  p.  370,  fays  only  5I.  9s.  7a.  which  he  reconciles 
with  the  other  by  fuppoftng  it  was  written  in  the  MS.  109s. 
7d.  He  had  feen  in  the  biihop’s  regifter  at  Norwich,  an¬ 
other  valuation  of  it  at  17I.  6s.  8d.  viz.  the  mailer’s  portion  at 
61.  13s.  4d.  and  the  two  chaplains  at  5I.  6s.  8 d.  each. 
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It  was  refigned  into  king  Edward’s  hands  1547,  by  John 
Gunnel,  the  lail  mailer,  who  had  a  penflon  of  5I.  per  an¬ 
num  for  life,  paid  in  1 555,  and  not  afterward  that  I  can  find. 
The  chapel  and  college  were  entirely  demolifhed,  and  the 
fcite  of  the  college  and  chapel  yard,  and  80  acres  of  arable 
and  pailure,  with  all  meffuages,  Sec.  in  Thetford  and  Crox- 
ton,  were  given  1548  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  forfeited 
them  to  the  crown.  They  were  foon  after  granted  to  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerilon  and  his  heirs,  who  laid  the  land  to  Maifon 
Dieu  foldcourfe,  and  fold  the  fcite,  See.  to  Nicholas  Wood. 

7  James  I.  1608,  it  was  granted  to  Maurice  Francis,  efq. 
and  Francis  Philips,  gent,  to  hold  of  the  king  in  free  focage 
by  fealty  only,  from  which  time  it  has  continued  private  pro¬ 
perty,  belonging  1737  to  the  fon  and  heir  of  Robert  Pierfon. 
It  Hands  near  the  river  behind  the  common  gaol,  and  has  no 
ruins  of  any  account. 

The  other  revenues  in  Afliwioken,  Giilam,  Rufhmere, 
See.  were  granted  29  Elizabeth,  to  Edward  Wymmock,  gent, 
and  heirs,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3s.  4d. 

In  the  firll  year  of  Edward  VI.  the  commillioners  for  chapel 
lands  alledged  that  thefe  lands  belonged  to  the  chapel  of 
the  blelfed  Mary,  which  appears  to  be  a  m i flake ;  for  35 
Henry  VI.  Richard  Cockerell,  mayor,  being  feifed  thereof 
in  fee,  conveyed  them  to  Ralph  Pilkinton  and  Mary  his  wife, 
and  they  conveyed  the  fame  to  William  Howberrv.  After  the 
death  of  Pilkinton  and  his  wife,  John  their  fon  conveyed 
them  to  John  Smithurft,  yeoman  of  the  crown,  and  to  John 
Palmer,  in  fee. 

20  Henry  VII.  Richard  Ofely,  by  writ  of  entry  fur  difTefin 
in  le  poll,  recovered  thofe  lands  and  tenements  by  the  name 
of  one  meffuage,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  ten  of  meadow, 
fixty  of  pailure,  leven  of  wood,  and  20s.  rent,  in'Giflam, 
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Barnabe,  Kenfted,  and  Rufmere,  againft  Palmer,  joint  feof¬ 
fee  with  Smithurft.  In  the  fame  year  Ofely  conveyed  the  laid 
premifes  to  Smith  urft  and  other  feoffees  in  fee. 

After  that,  Smithurft  by  his  will,  dated  January  28,  1505, 
gave  the  premifes  to  be  fold  by  his  executors,  and  made  his 
brother  Robert  Smithurft  and  James  Carter,  executors,  and 
died.  Afterward  Robert  Smithurft  and  other  feoffees  con¬ 
veyed  the  fame  lands  to  Robert  Love,  mayor,  John  Heydon, 
and  other  feoffees  in  fee,  without  exprefling  any  ufe  ;  but 
undoubtedly  the  executors  had  a  valuable  confideration.  And. 
it  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  mayor  and  chamberlains,, 
that  the  revenues  of  thofe  lands  were  always  laid  out  in  charit¬ 
able  ufes  of  the  town,  and  never  were  parcel  of.  the  chapel, 
lands  as  all  edged  by  the  commiflioners. 

It  appears  by  an  indenture  made  between  James  I.  and  John 
Bafingthwayte,  under  the  leal  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  that 
the  following  lands  and  tenements  belonged  to  the  chapel  of 
the  blefled  Mary  :  twenty-five  acres  and  a  half  in  Thetford 
north  field,  and  a  tenement  called  Spoiles,  one  acre  of  marfh 
and  two  tenements,  one  of  them  occupied,  a  parcel  of  wafte 
land,  another  tenement  with  a  garden  unoccupied,  and  a 
parcel  of  land  called  Bridgwong,  containing  eighteen  acres, 
one  acre  called  Le  Pit  near  the  Monks  Green,  alfo  one  mef- 
fuage  with  feven  acres  of  arable  land  ;  all  which  premifes  be¬ 
longed  to  the  chapel,  and  in  confideration  of  1  81.  1  8s.  8d. 
paid  to  the  receiver-general  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter  as  a; 
line,  the  laid  John  Bafingthwayte  was  to  enjoy  the  fame, 
paying  yearly  2I.  7s.  4 d.  Guilin’s  tenement  in  Heathenman. 
ftreet,  and  another  with  a  garden,  were  fold  to  Edward  Moor 
of  Thetford  for  20I.  all  which  belonged  to  the  chapel.  Alfo 
twenty  acres  cf  arable  land  in  Northfield,  and  twenty-two 
6  acres 
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acres  in  Southfield  ;  the  latter  were  granted  to  Sir  Edward 
Clere,  by  letters  patent  17  Elizabeth,  to  be  held  as  of  the 
queen’s  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  in  free  focage. 


CHAP.  XVIL 


THE  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL* 


THAT  there  was  a  fchool  in  this  town  very  early  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  following  collations  to  it  by  the  bifhop, 
in  whofe  gift  it  was  : 

1329,  5  Id.  Aug uft  5,  John  de  Mordon. 

1342,  April  20,  Robert  de  Hulm,  confirmed  for  life 
May  10,  1343. 

1374,  06tober  24,  Peter  de  El vedenh 
1402,  Auguft  22,  Edward  Eyrr. 

1424,  Sept.  23,  Hugh  Andertons. 

1434,  March  12,  John  Wale,  clerk* 

1496,  William  Rudfton,  A.  M. 

From  that  time  till  the  middle  of  the  next  century  we  meet 
with  no  more  collations,  fo  that  it  probably  funk  at  the  dif- 
folution. 

r  Epus  commifit  cuflodiam  fcolce  grammaticalis  Petro  de  Elveden  prefbytero 
&:  fecit  ipfum  perpetuum  magiftrum  feu  cuftodera.  Inflit.  lib.  6. 

3  lb.  lib.  8. 
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In  1566,  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton  made  his  will,  and  among 
other  particulars,  willed  to  have  a  preacher  found  for  ever, 
to  preach  the  word  of  God  within  the  parifh  church  of  St. 
Mary  four  times  in  the  year,  and  to  have  for  his  labour  or 
for  every  fermonios.  Alfo  that  his  executors  ere£l  a  free 
grammar  fchool  within  feven  years  next  after  his  deceafe  (if 
he  fhould  not  live  to  do  it  himfelf)  upon  two  pieces  of  ground 
called  Trinity  Church  Yard  and  Black  Friars  Yard.  Alfo  a 
dwelling  for  a  fchool-mafter  and  ufher.  Alfo  an  habitation 
for  four  poor  people,  whereof  two  to  be  men  and  two  to  be 
women.  Towards  the  maintenance  of  the  preacher,  fchool- 
mafter,  ufher,  and  four  poor  people,  he  fettled  certain 
lands  and  tenements  in  Croxton,  value  yearly  35I.  and  ap¬ 
pointed  Thomas  then  duke  of  Norfolk,  Ofbert  Moundford, 
John  Bleverhaffet,  efqrs.  and  Edward  Peacock,  gent,  his  ex¬ 
ecutors,  and  Sir  Thomas  Cornwallys,  knt.  and  Walter  Had- 
don,  elq.  fupervilbrs,  and  foon  after  died. 

After  his  deceafe  there  was  only  a  fchool-houfe  built  upon 
one  corner  of  the  Black  Friars  Yard,  with  one  chamber  for 
the  fchool-mafter,  and  none  for  the  ufher  and  preacher,  nor 
any  habitation  for  the  poor.  For  twenty  years  next  after 
building  of  the  fchool-houfe,  there  were  paid  to  the  fchool- 
mafter  twenty  marks  yearly,  to  the  ufher  5I.  to  the  preacher 
40s.  and  to  the  four  poor  people  1  2d.  each  weekly.  Each 
of  the  poor  people  was  to  have  a  ruflet  gown  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  1  os.  every  year  for  ever.  But  that  excellent  inftitu- 
tion  met  with  the  fame  fate  with  other  donations  of  a  ftmilar 
nature  ;  for  after  the  death  of  the  teftator,  feveral  years  elapfed 
before  matters  could  be  properly  fettled.  The  town  and  cor¬ 
poration  objedled,  that  the  teftator’s  heirs  had  fold  the  fchool- 
houfe  and  friars  yard,  and  let  to  farm  the  houfes  and  chamber 
of  the  matter  and  ufher  for  many  years  to  come,  and  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  they  ought  not  to  be  governors  ;  and  that  the  will  and 
letters  patent  laid  the  government  upon  the  town,  and  not 
on  the  heirs  or  executors  of  the  teflator  ;  and  that  the  heir 
had  employed  the  profits  of  the  fchool  and  poor  to  his  own 
ufe  :  alfo  that  the  executors  had  converted  40  ol.  to  their 
own  profit,  and  fought  to  difpoiTefs  the  fchool  and  poor,  and 
to  eflablifh  the  inheritance  upon  themfelves  and  heirs.  The 
following  are  the  reafons  which  fhew  that  the  magiflrates  of 
the  town  ought  to  be  the  governors  of  the  fchool  and  hofpital ; 
that  they  had  expended  tool,  to  eftabliih  the  lands  to  their 
right  ufe  ;  that  the  fame  lands  were  once  the  pofTeffions 
of  the  town,  being  chapel  lands ;  and  lafily,  that  they  were 
the  moft  likely  to  be  faithful  in  the  government  thereof. 

That  an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence  might  be  placed 
upon  the  moft  durable  foundation,  the  townfmen  petitioned 
king  James  i.  that  it  might  be  enadted,  and  it  was  enadted  by 
authority  of  parliament,  that  from  thenceforth  there  fhould 
be  for  ever  a  preacher,  a  free  grammar  fchool,  and  an  hof¬ 
pital,  the  preacher  to  preach  once  every  week  at  leaft  in  St. 
Mary’s  church,  and  at  four  feveral  times  in  every  year  make 
mention  of  the  founder  in  his  fermon,  and  give  God  thanks 
for  his  charitable  foundation.  And  that  the  preacher,  fchool- 
mafter,  ufher,  and  poor  people,  fhould  be  a  body  politic  in 
name  and  deed ;  that  the  preacher  fhould  be  the  mafter 
both  of  the  fchool  and  hofpital ;  and  that  the  fchoolmafler, 
uflier,  and  poor  people,  fhould  be  fellows  :  and  that  the 
faid  body  politic  fhould  be  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  mailer  and  fellows  of  the  fchool  and  hofpital  of  Thetford, 
founded  by  king'James,  according  to  the  lafl  will  of  Sir  Richard 
Fulmerflon,  knt.  and  by  that  name  fhall  for  ever  devife,  let, 
grant,  and  receive  lands,  tenements,  Sec.  and  by  that  name 
may  fue  and  implead,  and  be  fued  and  impleaded,  &c.  and 
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Thomas  Atkinfon,  A.  M.  Hi  all  be  the  firft  preacher  and  m  after 
of  the  fchool  and  liofpital,  William  Jenkinfon  firft  fchool- 
mafter,  and  Robert  Brown  firft  u  flier  ;  Robert  Mullis,  Tho¬ 
mas  Pantell,  Elizabeth  Hillary,  and  Elizabeth  Moor,  widow, 
to  be  the  firft:  poor  people  of  the  laid  liofpital ;  and  that  the 
mafter  and  fellow  s  fliould  have  a  common  leal  with  the  arms 
of  Sir  Richard  engraved  thereon  ;  and  that  the  mayor,  bur- 
gelfes,  and  commonalty  fhall  be  for  ever  governors  and  over- 
leers  of  the  mafter  and  fellows,  and  fhall  have  the  placing 
and  difplacing  of  them  as  caufe  lliall  require.  In  purfuance 
of  this  a£t,  the  mafter,  ufher,  and  poor  had  houfes  built 
for  them.  The  mafter  and  uflier’s  houfes  are  contiguous,  and 
ftand  almoft  oppofite  the  fchool  ;  the  preacher’s  houfe  is  joined 
to  the  north  end  of  the  fchool,  and  Hands  upon  the  ruins  of 
Trinity  church. 

j 

The  fchool  at  firft  flouriftied  greatly,  and  was  noted  for  the 
number  of  gentlemens  fons  educated  in  it,  and  in  that  ftate 
it  continued  for  a  long  time  ;  but  for  many  years  paft  has 
been  in  a  declining  condition,  without  any  probability  of  its 
recovering  its  former  eminence.  It  is  commodioufly  feated, 
in  a  pure  and  pleafant  air,  and  is  a  ftrong  plain  ftru£lure,  in 
all  refpecls  calculated  to  deferve  more  public  attention. 

Auguft  1 6,  9  Jac.  I.  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and  com¬ 
monalty,  with  the  mafter  and  fellows  of  the  fchool  and  hof- 
pital,  leafed  the  farm  and  lands  in  Croxton  to  Burrage  Martin 
and  Robert  Martin,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  117I.  yearly 
rent. 

February  22,  12  Jac.  I.  an  indenture  was  made  between  the 
mafter  and  fellows  of  the  fchool  and  hofpital  of  the  one  part, 
and  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  commonalty  of  the  other  part, 
fignifying  that  the  mayor  fliould  receive  the  rents  and  profits 
of  certain  lands  mentioned  in  the  adt,  for  three  years,  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  building  and  repairing  the  fchool-houfe,  and  that  the 
rents  were  not  fufficient  to  finifh  the  buildings,  and  that  the 
mayor  had  laid  out  20 ol.  more  than  the  profits  taken  in  three 
years ;  and  that  the  m after  and  fellows,  with  the  content  of 
the  mayor,  had'leafed  to  Rurrage  Martin  and  Robert  Martin, 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  fchool,  fituate  and  being  in  Crox- 
ton,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  1 1 7I.  yearly  rent ;  alfo  that  the 
matter  and  fellows,  in  confideration  of  the  faid  200I.  already 
difburfed,  did  affign  over  to  the  mayor,  Sec.  the  fum  of 
1 81.  14s.  6d.  yearly,  to  be  received  out  of  the  faid  rent  of 
117I.  from  Michaelmas  then  laft  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years,  being  then  feventeenf  In  the 
reign  of  James  I.  (as  hath  been  mentioned  before)  a  bill  was 
exhibited  in  parliament  for  the  erection  of  a  free  grammar 
fchool,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  preacher,  8cc.  When  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerfton  gave  the  lands,  their  annual  value  was 
35I.  yearly,  which  was  paid  according  to  the  will  of  the  tef- 
tator  ;  but  fome  time  afterward  the  yearly  value  of  the  fame 
land  increafed  to  iool.  Upon  that  arofe  a  query,  fir  ft,  whe¬ 
ther  the  preacher,  fchoolmafter,  uflier,  and  poor,  fhould  - 
have  only  the  certain  fums  appointed  or  fpecified  by  the 
founder;  or  the  increafe  of  the  revenue  and  profit  of 
thofe  lands  fhould  be  employed  to  augment  the  ftipend 
of  the  mafter,  preacher,  ufher,  and  poor  ?  and  if  any  over¬ 
plus  remained,  in  what  manner  it  fhould  be  employed  ?  It 
wras  refolved  and  agreed  by  both  parties,  to  apply  to  coun-  * 
cil  for  advice,  and  the  cafe  was  laid  before  two  chief 
juftices,  and  juftice  Walmfley.  They  gave  it  as -their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  as  the  lands  in  Croxton  were  devifed  by  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerfton  to  his  executors  for  works  of  piety  and 
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charity  as  before  mentioned,  the  advanced  value  of  thofe 
lands  fhould  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
founder,  and  that  nothing  fhould  be  converted  to  the  private 
ufes  of  the  heirs  and  executors.  That  refolution  is  founded 
on  evident  and  apparent  reafon  ;  for  if  the  lands  had  decreaf- 
ed  in  value,  who  fhould  fuffer  but  the  preacher,  fchool- 
m after,  uflier,  and  poor  people  ?  By  parity  of  reafon,  if  the 
value  of  the  land  increafed,  they  only  muft  reap  the  advan¬ 
tage.  The  juftices  add,  that  whofoever  taketh  away  the 
bread  of  the  poor,  taketh  away  his  life,  and  therefore  is  blood- 
guilty. 

The  bill  paffed  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  king.  And  it  was  enacted,  that  the  will  of 
the  donor  fhould  in  all  things  prevail,  be  fulfilled,  and  for 
ever  remain. 

There  are  feveral  infcriptions  about  the  fcliool  and  hof- 
pital,  as  follows:  Upon  the  fchool  gate  this  : 

This  hofpitall,  with  ppetuall 
maintenance  for  a  preacher, 
and  a  grammar  fchool, 
was  founded  by  kinge  James 
by  a6ie  of  parliament, 
according  to  the  will 
of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton, 
knt.  Anno  Domini  1610. 

Upon  the  porch  this  motto: 

Over  it  two  griffins  with  their  tails  interwoven. 

Upon  the  weft  fide  of  the  ufher’s  houfe  : 

“  Ri :  F ulmer ftone  Miles  Fundator.  Splendida  multa  dedit, 
virtus  poft:  funera  vivit.” 

4 
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Upon  the  fouth  end  of  the  almfhoufe  this : 

“  Quod  Egenis,  Chriilo  fit.” 

In  the  eatl  window  of  the  mailer’s  room  Edward  the  G011- 
fedbr’s  arms  in  a  rofe,  and  round  it 

Another  red  rofe  furrounded  by  this  legend : 

“  Excellentilfimus  Rex  noller  Henricus  8s  vivat  in  eternum^ 

mgEPwermnMvsBm  & 

In  order  to  make  every  thing  commodious  and  fuitable  to 
the  nature  of  this  eilablifhment,  it  was  ordered  at  a  hall,  061. 
22,  1660,  that  the  new  gallery  in  St.  Peter’s  church  fhall  he 
only  for  the  mailer,  ufher,  and  fchplars. 

fThetford  School  Gate 
Repaired  by  Hen:  Gocksedge 
Esq:  Reeceiver,  Anno:  Dom:  1729. 

Three  arches  of  the  old  church  were  pulled  down,  and 
a  horling  block  built  with  them  in  the  fchool  yard. 

MASTERS. 

1749,  — - — Colman,  A.  M. 

1 7  5  6,  William  Knowler. 

1764,  John  Cole  Gallaway,  A.  M. 

17  78,  Henry  Charles  Manning,  M.  R. 

USHERS. 


Mr.  Evendon,  Mr.  Knowler,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Porley. 
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OF  THE  CORPORATION. 


I  N  the  time  of  the  Confeffor,  the  burgefles  of  Thetford 
Jl  were  very  numerous,  as  hath  been  already  Ihewn  from 
Doomfday  ;  but  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror  the  number 
was  conffderably  reduced,  and  the  town  was  governed  by  a 
praepofitus  and  other  inferior  officers. 

It  continued  under  that  regulation  until  the  reign  of  Richard 
I.  when  the  office  of  praepofitus  ceafed,  and  the  town  was  go¬ 
verned  by  a  bailiff,  coroner,  and  mayor.  The  bailiff  was 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  king, ,  and  was  fuperior  to 
the  other  officers  ;  he  had  the  keeping  of  the  gaol  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  charge,  and  preffded  over  the  king’s  courts  ; 
his  office  was  held  during  life.  The  coroner  alfo  was  fupe¬ 
rior  to  the  mayor,  and  was  nominated  by  the  king  ;  but  John 
of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter,  and  lord  of  Thetford,  made  an 
alteration,  and  transferred  the  fuperior  power  to  the  mayor. 
The  nomination  of  the  coroner  full  remained  in  the  lord  of 
the  manor. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  mayor  and  commonalty  had 
licence  to  purchafe  lands  and  tenements  to  the  yearly  value 
of  i  oh  to  remain  to  them  and  their  fucceffors  for  ever,  not- 
withftanding  the  ffatute  of  mortmain,  which  they  looked 
upon  as  a  very  valuable  privilege,  as  appears  from  their  men- 
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tioning  it  in  their  petition  to  Philip  and  Mary  among  other 
articles. 

I  do  not  find  any  thing  material  which  happened  to  this 
burgh  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  when  the  mayor  had  an¬ 
other  privilege  granted  to  him,  that  for  the  future  none 
fhould  ferve  the  office  of  coroner  but  one  who  had  been 
mayor,  and  from  that  period  no  ft  ranger  was  permitted  to 
fill  that  department  in  the  burgh,  as  it  often  happened  in 
preceding  times.  Another  privilege  which  the  burgh  ob¬ 
tained  was,  that  a  fword  was  permitted  to  be  carried  after  the 
mayor  whenever  he  went  on  public  bufinefs,  while  at  the 
fame  time  it  fhewed  his  inferiority  to  the  bailiff  of  the  king. 

The  mayor  was  fworn  into  his  office  by  the  under  Reward 
of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  as  appears  from  a  letter  fent  by 
William  Brygges,  gent,  to  Mr.  Lumnour  under  Reward  of 
the  dutchy  in  1470.  Mr.  Brygges  folicited  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  Lumnour  in  Thetford,  that  he  might  receive  his  oath, 
and  give  him  the  ufual  charge  on  his  being  admitted  into  the 
office  of  mayor.  (See  his  letter  in  the  appendix.) 

The  time  of  performing  that  ceremony  was  at  the  letc 
held  before  the  feaft  of  the  tranflation  of  St.  Thomas  the 
martyr,  after  which  the  mayor  always  rode  to  Bromhill  fair, 
to  receive  the  toll,  Railage,  and  picage  of  the  fair.  It  was 

T 

alfo  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  ft  in  every  court  in  the  year, 
as  well  in  the  market  courts  as  in  the  general  courts.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  there  was  a  difpute  between  the  prior  and 
canons  of  Bromhill,  and  the  mayor,  burgelfes,  and  mer¬ 
chants  of  Thetford,  relative  to  the  toll,  Railage,  and  picage 
of  Bromhill  fair.  The  iffiae  of  the  debate  was,  that  the  mayor, 
See.  fhould  pay  to  the  prior  i8d.  yearly  out  of  the  profits  of 
that  fair,  and  in  cafe  of  negledt,  the  prior  had  power  to  in¬ 
demnify  himfelf.  The  agreement  was  fealed  by  the  different 
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parties  with  their  common  feals.  It  doth  not  appear  that 
the  mayor  had  any  more  power  delegated  to  him  during  the 
rei<m  of  Henrv  YI I. 

O  J 

June  12,  24  Henry  VII L  the  king,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
mayor  and  burgeiTes,  granted,  that  from  thenceforth  the 
fword  and  two  maces  fhould  be  carried  before  the  mayor  ; 
and  as  there  were  but  eight  burgeffes,  the  king  by  letters  pa¬ 
tent  augmented  their  number  to  ten.  Thofe  were  all  the 
advantages  which  the  town  obtained  by  petitioning  that  king, 
though  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  had  fupplicated  in  the  molt 
humble  manner  to  have  all  the  diforders  removed,  which 
were  occalioned  by  the  different  officers  appointed  by  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  themfelves  formed  into  a  free  corporation  1J. 
(See  appendix.)? 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  this  town  continued  in 
the  fame  ftate,  without  any  addition  to  its  privileges.  That 
king  gracioufly  confirmed  by  letters  patent  all  their  former 
privileges,  but  frill  left  them  to  lament  the  fame  inconve- 
niencies,  of  which  they  had  complained  to  the  king  his 
father.  (See  appendix.) 

The  misfortunes  of  this  town,  for  want  of  being  made  a* 
free  burgh,  gradually  increafed,  fo  that  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Mary, -they  were  under  the  molt  urgent  neceffity  to  implore 
the  interpolation  of  the  queen  in  then*  behalf,  complaining 
that  the  moft  heinous  traitor,  Sir  John  Gates,  chancellor  of 
the  dutchy  of  Lancafier,  had  by  violence  taken  from  them 
their  lands  and  tenements,,  by  realbn  whereof  they  had  been; 

u  December  5,  35  Henry  VIII.  Inquifition  before  Nicholas  Edwerdes,  co-> 
roner,  upon  the  dead  body  of  Elizabeth  Harvey,  murdered  by  two  women,, 
who  hole  from  her  (amongft  other  things)  a  pair  of.  beads  of  coral,  guarded 
with  fiver,  value  5s.  an  Agnus  Dei  of  filver  8d. 
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troubled  with  long  fuits,  and  brought  to  great  decay  and  al- 
moft  ruin. 

They  prayed  forjuftice  and  releafe  from  the  hands  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  oppreffion  ;  but  not  with  handing  their  pathetic  ad- 
drefs,  I  do  not  find  they  obtained  any  relief  from  that  queen, 
but  were  left  in  the  fame  ftate  of  difficulty  and  hardfhips 
which  they  had  laboured  under  for  a  long  time,  till  queen 
Elizabeth  gracioully  attended  to  their  complaints,  and  granted 
them  the  long- wifhed- for  charter. 

I  fli all  infert  a  tranfiation  of  the  preamble  at  large,  becaufe 
it  contains  an  affedting  defcription  of  the  fiate  of  this  once 
flourifhing  town,  and  perhaps  the  moft  ancient  in  Britain  of 
which  we  have  any  certain  account. 

u  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  France,  and  ' 
Ireland,  queen  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  to  all  whom  thefe 
prefent  letters  fhall  come,  greeting.  Whereas  the  town  or 
borough  of  Thetford,  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,, 
is  and  hath  been  an  ancient  town  or  borough,  and  from 
time  immemorial  is  and  hath  been  accuftomed  to  have 
two  burgefies  of  the  faid  borough  in  every  parliament 
holden  within  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  as  the  reft  of 
the  ancient  boroughs  have,  or  within  this  kingdom  were  ac¬ 
cuftomed  to  have.  And  whereas  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  the- 
borough  of  Thetford,  in  all  the  time  aforelaid,  have  had  and 
enjoyed  within  that  borough,  and  elfewhere  within  this  our 
kingdom  of  England,  divers  franchifes,  liberties,  cuftoms, 
jurifdidtions,  privileges,  difcharges,  or  acquittances*  by  rea- 
fon  and  under  pretence  of  the  charters,  grants,  and  confir¬ 
mations  of  old  made,  by  our  anceftors  the  kings  of  England 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  burgh,  the  which  the  faid  inha¬ 
bitants,  for  many  years  paft,  have  not  ufed  or  enjoyed  at  all,, 
by  which  the  burgh  doth  fuffer  great  damage  and  loft,  and 
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utter  ruin  fhortly  to  be  expected  :  and  alfo  the  good  govern¬ 
ment  and  ruling  of  the  fame  are  now  altogether  extinguifhed : 
upon  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  borough  have  me  ft 
humbly  befought  us,  for  the  reftoring  of  the  laid  borough  to 
the  former  good  ftate,  and  to  the  good  and  civil  government 
of  the  fame,  for  the  fuftentation  and  eating  of  the  great  bur¬ 
den,  charge,  and  expences,  which  they  from  time  to  time 
have  buffered,  and  feem  more  and  more  likely  to  fuftain  and 
undergo.  We  therefore  minding  the  fupplicatlon  of  the  in- 

t 

habitants,  and  pitying  the  ftate  of  the  faid  borough,  and  de¬ 
firing  to  promote  the  fame  to  a  better  ftate,  Secw.” 

Then  follows  the  decree,  wherein  the  mayor,  ten  burgefies,. 
and  twenty  commonalty  are  made  one  body  politic,  the 
limits  and  jurifdftftion  of  the  faid  borough  for  ever  to  re¬ 
main  the  fame  as  they  have  been  time  immemorial  ;  and 
the  mayor,  burgefies,  and  commonalty  to  make  per¬ 
ambulations  for  the  true  and  better  knowledge  thereof,  fo 
often  as  may  pleafe,  or  to  them  feem  necefiluy.  Alfo  that 
the  mayor,  burgefies,  and  commonalty,  fhall  and  may  plead* 
and  be  impleaded,  profecute  and  be  prdfecuted,  or  in  fbort 
plead  their  charter  in  any  court  whatfoever.  Alfo  that  they 
may  have  one  common  feal,  which  they  may  break  or  alter 

w  October  1  3,  1581,  23  Elizabeth,  the  corporation  met  (viz.  thirty-one  of 
them)  to  difeharge  and  remove  Mr.  Reynolds  from  his  recorder  drip,  and  that 
Mr.  Gouldinge  Ihould  be  chofen  in  his  Head,  and  that  Antonye  Fryar  ffioiild 
no  longer  fupply  the  office  of  town-clerk  as  from  the  faid  Mr.  Reynolds, 
but  to  have  the  fame  office  from  the  corporation,  which  was  agreed  upon. 
1  homas  Allen  mayor,  Evans  Richards  coroner. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  recorder,  had  for  penning  the  charter  and  a  fee  15I.  ics.  for 
getting  an  anfwer  of  a  fupplication  exhibited  to  the  queen’s  mag  fly  in  the  pro* 
grefs  in  Norfolk  20s.  his  patent  yearly  5I.  his  town  clerklhip  yeatly  worth  10J. 
per  annum  as  he  confdies. 

William  Baxter  and  John  Walters  account,  1  Edward  VI.  Paid  for  renewing 
the  charters  3I.  1  6s. 

1632-3,  the  town -ho  ufe  cod  building  144b  8s.  4c!. 
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at  their  pleafure.  Alfo  that  there  ihall  be  ten  men  of  the 
molt  difcreet  and  honeft  in  the  borough,  to  afhft  the  mayor 
in  all  caufes  and  matters  relating  to  the  borough,  and  to 
be  called  principal  burgeffes,  and  they  Ihall  be  the  common- 
council  of  the  borough,  for  Itatutes,  a£ls,  and  ordinances  re¬ 
lating  to  the  public  profit  and  commodity  of  the  burgh,  and 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame,  and  to  be  kept  by  them  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  that 
they  may  be  better  able  to  govern  and  regulate  perfons  and 
bufinefs  within  the  borough.  And  that  there  be  twenty  other 
men,  reiident  inhabitants,  of  difcreet  and  honed:  character, 
who  fhall  conilitute  the  whole  number  of  the  commonalty, 
who  fhall  be  under  the  ten  burgeffes  ;  and  when  any  of  them 
happen  to  die,  or  from  the  commonalty  for  realbnable  caufes 
to  be  removed,  that  then  and  from  thence  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  mayor  and  recorder,  or  his  fufficient  deputy, 
and  the  coroner  for  the  time  being,  for  the  fulfilling  of  the 
number  of  twenty  commoners,  to  eledl  out  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  another  difcreet  and  honed:  man,  and  admit 
him  according  to  their  diferetion.  Alfo  that  the  mayor,  bur- 
geiies,  and  commonalty,  provided  the  recorder  be  always  one 
of  the  number,  may  conditute,  ordain,  and  make  fuch  rea- 
fonable  laws,  fiatutes,  and  ordinances,  for  the  governing 
and  regulating  of  artificers  or  other  inhabitants  of  the  bo¬ 
rough,  which  ihall  be  good  and  necefiary  for  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  the  borough  and  the  county  adjoining,  provided  all 
be  dr iccly  ccndftent  with  the  laws  of  the  realm'.  Alfo  that 
there  ihall  be  in  the  borough  from  time  to  time,  for  ever, 
an  officer,  who  fhall  be  called  recorder,  who  fhall  do  all 
thole  things  which  belong  to  that  office.  Alfo  that  it  fhall 
be  lawful  for  the  mayor  and  all  fhcceteding  mayors,  whiiit 
they  dial!  execute  the  office  of  mayor  in  the  fame  borough, 

to 
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to  have  a  mail  carrying  or  bearing  a  fvcord  before  them  for 
the  time  being.  Alfo  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being, 
whenfoever  it  iliall  pleale  him,  may  eledt  and  conftitute  three 
honeit  men  and  proper  perfons  to  be  made  officers  of  the  bo¬ 
rough,  one  of  whom  fhali  be  the  bearer  of  the  fword,  and 
die  other  two  iliall  be  called  fcrjeants  at  mace,  who  fhali  by 
the  command  of  the  mayor  carry  two  filver  maces,  engraven 
with  the  queen’s  arms,  within  the  laid  borough  and  the  liber¬ 
ties  and  precindts  of  the  fame,  during  the  time  he  iliall  be 
in  that  office,  who  alfo  iliall  make  proclamations,  executions, 
and  do  all  other  things  belonging  to  the  office  of  ferjeants  at 
mace,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  ferjeants  at  mace  do  in  the 
city  of  London.  And  every  ferjeantat  mace,  on  being  eledfed, 
fhali  take  an  oath  before  the  mayor  that  he  will  faithfully  ex¬ 
ecute  his  office.  Alfo  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  iliall 
be  clerk  of  the  market,  and  exercife  that  office  without  mo- 
leftation. 

When  this  charter  was  granted,  John  Edwards  was  fworn 
into  the  office  of  mayor.  Then  the  ten  burgeffes  are  named, 
and  they  to  be  the  common-council  of  the  mayor,  John  Mid- 
geles,  John  Sherring,  Peter  Scott,  Richard  Jolly,  William 

Davy,  Walter  Beales,  Edward  Eden,  William  Drury,  Evan 

/ 

Richards,  and  Richard  Beadles,  all  inhabitants  of  the  borough. 
Thofe  were  appointed  to  be  the  firft  modern  ten  principal  bur- 
geifes.  John  Reynolds  gentleman  was  nominated  recorder, 
who  w7as  to  execute  by  himfelf  or  deputy  that  office  wffiich  he 
was  to  hold  during  his  natural  life.  He  was  fworn  into  that 
.office,  and  bound  by  that  oath  to  execute  juft  ice,  and  his  de¬ 
puty  to  be  called  town  clerk.  Alfo  that  the  mayor  and  re¬ 
corder  iliall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the  borough,  and 
have  full  power  to  a£t  in  that  capacity. 


Alfo 
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Alfo  that  the  mayor,  for  one  whole  year  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  office,  fhall  be  coroner,  which  office  he  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  upon  oath. 

Alfo  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  commonalty  to  have  a  Sa¬ 
turday  market,  and  Magdalen  fair  to  continue  for  two  days. 

Alfo  that  the  guildhall  fhall  be  their  common  hall  or  place 
of  meeting,  for  all  manner  of  pleas  and  caufes  as  fhall  feem 
neceflary. 

Alfo  that  on  Wednefday  before  the  feafl  of  St.  Michael, 
between  nine  and  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  they  fhall  affemble 
in  the  guildhall  to  name  two  men,  then  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  and  principal  burgefles,  and  the  whole  proceeding 
to  be  public  before  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  fame  burgh, 
who  fli all  have  authority  to  eledt  one  of  thofe  two  burgefles, 
who  fhall  be'mayor  for  the  year  enfuing,  and  if  he  refufe  to 
accept  the  office,  unlefs  he  can  fliew  fufficient  reafon  for  fo 
doing,  he  fhall  be  fined  for  his  refufal,  or  be  imprifoned 
until  he  fhall  pay  his  fine.  Alfo  that  the  new  eledled  mayor 
fhall  be  fworn  into  his  office  before  his  laffc  predeceflor,  if  he 
be  alive,  but  if  he  happen  to  be  then  dead,  he  fhall  take 
his  oath  before  the  recorder,  and  the  other  principal  bur¬ 
gefles,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

But  if  a  mayor  die  or  be  removed,  then  the  burgefles  fhall 
meet  and  have  power  to  meet  at  the  guildhall,  on  a  certain 
day  appointed,  within  eight  days  next  after  the  death  or  re¬ 
moval  of  the  faid  mayor,  and  proceed  as  before. 

Alfo  if  a  burgels  die  or  be  removed,  another  is  to  be  eledled 
out  of  the  inhabitants  within  eight  days  after,  and  to  be  fworn 
before  the  mayor. 

If  a  recorder  die  or  be  removed,  then  the  mayor  and  bur¬ 
gefles  to  meet  in  their  common  hall,  or  elfewhere,  within 
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eight  days,  to  eledt  another  recorder,  who  fhall  be  fworn  be¬ 
fore  the  mayor  and  burgeffes. 

Alfo  the  clerk  of  the  market  fhall  be  fworn  into  his  office 
before  the  recorder  or  his  deputy,  and  other  chief  burgefles. 

Alfo  that  a  court  of  record  fhall  be  holden  before  the  mayor 
and  recorder  in  the  guildhall,  upon  every  Monday  in  every 
week  of  Eafter,  Whitfuntide,  and  Ghriftmas,  and  from  week 
to  week  to  be  holden  for  ever ;  and  the  mayor  and  recorder, 
or  his  deputy,  fhall  have  power  to  hear  and  determine  com¬ 
plaints,  and  all  manner  of  debts,  covenants,  trefpaffes,  &c. 

Alfo  the  view  of  frank  pledge  of  all  the  inhabitants,  whole 
refidents  as  well  as  not  whole  refidents,  which  view  ffiall  be 
holden  twice  every  year,  one  view  within  a  month  after  the 
feaft  of  St.  Michael,  the  other  within  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  be¬ 
fore  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  borough  mr  and  all  fines 
arifing  in  thofe  courts,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  and  profit  of 
the  commonalty  of  the  borough. 

All  fines  and  goods  of  felons  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  corporation.  All  goods  forfeited  to  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  market,  to  be  to  the  rife  of  the  corporation.  The 
inhabitants  to  be  obedient  to  the  laws  which  the  mayor 
and  his  brethren  ffiall  enadt,  fo  far  as  they  are  confident  with 
the  laws  of  the  realm  ;  and  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  the  delin¬ 
quents  to  be  punifhed  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  offence.. 

Alfo  that  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  commonalty,  or  any 
other  inhabitant  who  ffiall  refide  in  the  borough,  fhall  not 
be  put  into  any  office  or  jury*  or  m  any  affizes  or  juries  which 
ffiall  be  returned  by  any  fheriff  or  coroner,  unlefs  the  queen 
or  her  heirs  and  fucceflors  be  concerned  ;  and  that  the  mayor* 
burgeffes,  and  commonalty,  fhall  be  capable  in  law  to  pur- 
chafe  to  themfelves  and  fucceflors,  lands,  tenements,  rents* 

£er  vices*- 
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fervices,  to  the  yearly  value  of  40I.  without  any  licence  from 
the  crown,  which  are  not  holden  by  knight’s  fervice  in  the 
flatute  of  lands  and  tenements. 

Alfo  that  they  might  fend  two  burgeffcs  to  parliament,  be¬ 
ing  difcreet  and  honed:  men,  and  to  be  ele£ted  at  the  expence 
of  the  borough. 

Alfo  that  toll  of  bringing  and  carrying  over  the  bridge  of 
Incelland  or  Selford  in  Norfolk,  with  the  toll  of  the  market 
in  Thetford,  the  toll  of  the  bridge  of  Brandon  ferry,  and  the 
toll  of  Honiton  and  Eufton  bridges,  fhall  all  be  held  in  fee- 
farm  of  the  queen,  at  the  rent  of  81.  6s.  8d.  but  the  corpo¬ 
ration  to  keep  them  in  good  repair. 

Thefe  letters  patent  were  given  at  the  palace  at  Weffcmin* 
her,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  dutchy. 

During  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth,  James  I.  and  Charles  1. 
the  corporation  was  governed  according  to  the  preceding 
charter  ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  that  charter  was  fur- 
rendered,  and  a  very  imperfect  one  granted.  But  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1692,  it  was  agreed  that  a  folicitor  lliould 
be  employed,  to  procure  an  order  of  Chancery,  to  have  the 
late  illegal  furrender  of  the  charter,  which  was  made  to 
Charles  II.  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Petty  Bag,  taken 
off  the  file  and  cancelled,  and  to  get  a  tranfcript  of  the  charter 
of  this  borough  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth,  which  is  the 
very  fame  in  all  refpedts  with  that  by  which  the  corporation 
is  at  prefent  governed. 
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A  catalogue  of  the  mayors  and  coroners  of  Thetford,  from  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Firft,  who  began  to  reign  November  16,  1 272,  to 
this  prefent  time  :  Friday  before  Pentecoft,  day  of  chooling. 


MAYORS. 

1  1272,  John  le  Forefter 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  William  Seyl. 

7 

8 

9  Thomas  Fraunceys 

10  — — — — ■  ■  ■■  , 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

39 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


CORONERS. 


William  Reymund 
Richard  de  Bungeye  alderman 


Edward 
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Edward  the  Second,  July  7,  1307. 

MAYORS.  CORONERS. 

1  William  de  Rokelond  or  Rokelund  William  Reymund 

John  de  Acre  bailiff 

2  William  Harding  — — - — - * 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13  William  de  Petierifburgh. 

1 4  Peter  Markaunt. 

15  Richard  le  Fyfcher 

16  Richard  Andren,  Roger  Fraunceys 

17  William  Seyl,  he  was  elected  aider- 

man  16  Edward  IL  Roger  Fraunceys 

1 8  Peter  Markaunt. 

Edward  the  Third,  January  23,  1326*. 

1.  2.  Andrew  de  Caldecote 
3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  Adam  Cokerel 


S 
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MAYORS. 

8  Richard  Andren 

9  Peter  Marke  or  Markaunt 

I  o  John  le  Forefter 

I I 

1  2  Ralph  de  Foxle 

1 3  Richard  Andren 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

1 8  Peter  le  Goos 

19 

20  John  le  Taverner 

2 1  William  Bovvde 

22 

23  Simon  de  Groundifburgh.  St.  Luke, 

William  de  Herlyng 

24  - 

25  William  Bowde, 

26 

27 

28 

29  Roger  de  Cornwallie, 

30  Peter  le  Goos 

31 

32 

33  Simon  de  Groundifburgh, 

34 

35  William  Boude, 

36 


CORONERS. 


Thomas  Fraunceys 

Thomas  Fraunceys 
John  Cha 

1 

John  de  Acre 

John  Cha 
John  Cha 


3 


37 
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MAYORS.  CORONERS. 

37  John  Cha 

38 

39  William  Boude 

John  Davy  was  mayor,  as  Mr.  le  Neve’s 
papers,  Se  alibi,  40  Ed.  III. 

40  Peter  Goos,  John  Cha 

41  - 

42 

43 

44 

45  Roger  Cornewayleys  John  Cha 

46 

47 

48  John  Davy,  John  Cha 

49 

50 


Richard  the  Second,  June  21,  1377. 


1 

2  John  Barbour* 

3  Simon  Barbour, 

4  - 

5 

6 

7  Roger  Cornewayle 

8  Reginald  Archer 

9 
1  o 


|  John  Cha- 


Peter  Goos 


1 3- 


1 1 
1 2. 


\ 

24S  T  H  E  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 


MAYORS. 

CORONERS. 

13 

14  John  Barbour, 

1  5  Henry  Bowde, 

1 6 

17  William  Cat 

1  8  Roger  Cornewayle 

19 

20 

2  [  John  Draper 

22  3  months  14  days. 

|  Peter  Goos 

I  Reginald  Fenner 

Henry  the  Fourth,  September  : 

29,  1399. 

1  Simon  Goos,  Walter  Lyfter  bailiff 

n 

-» 

n 

3 

4 

l  Reginald  Fermer 

5 

6 

7  Thomas  Walter 

8.  9.  Simon  Goos, 

1 0 

1 1  John  Draper, 

1  2  John  Pelle 

13  6  months  3  days,  John  Archer 

Reginald  Fermer 

Reginald  Fermer 

Reginald  Fermer 

Henry  the  Fil'd,  March  10,  1412. 

1  John  Wyrlig worth 

2 

3 
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MAYORS, 


3 

4  Richard  Doo 

5  — —  — —  051.  io. 

6  _ — __ 

7 

8 


9  John  Appilton,  5  months  24  days 

10 - - — — » 


CORONERS. 

Reginald  Fermer 
Feb.  I,  Sc  ult.  Jan, 
Reginald  Archer 


} 


Reginald  Bowde 


Henry  the  Sixth,  Auguft  31,  1422. 


1 

2  John  Appilton 

3  John  Monk 

4 

iJohn  Weft 
0  l  Roger  •  ■ 

6 

7 

8  John  Appilton 

9  John  Coket 

10 

1 1  John  Coket 

1 2  William  Rikedon 

13 

14 


15 

16  Roger  Rufhbrook 

I?  ______ 


|  Reginald 


Bowde 


John  Appilton 
Reginald  Bowde 


j  John 


Monk 


John  Monk 


John  Monk 


g  r  John  Monk.  He  was  coroner  Sept,  29. 
1 Bartholomew  Draper,  March  1, 


19 

20  John  Monk,  John  Lewys  bailiff 

21  John  Barnham  John  Monk 


K  k 
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MAYORS. 

CORONERS. 

22 

23 

Mohn  Bernham 

John  Monk 

24 

25 

26 

27 

William  Kempe 

Roger  Rufhbrooke 

28 

Bartholomew  Fro  ft 

R.  Love  and  R.  Rufhbroke 

29 

Galfred  Bocher 

Roger  Rufhbrooke 

o° 

n  t 

Roger  Ruflibrooke,- 

D  1 

2  2 

33 

34 

John  Bernham,  fenr. 

John  SWan 

35 

Thomas  Spynmery 

36  - 

37  Henry  Spylmery  Tho.  Spycer  and  J.  Swam 

38  6  months  16  days,  John  Hale wyk  John  Swan 


Edward  the  Fourth;  March  4,  1460. 

1  John  Swan 

2 

3  Henry  Awflyrr; 

4  Peter  Larke 

5 

6  Richard  Horne 
J  Henry  Santon 

^  (JohnBalles 

8  Henry  Dunftan 

9  John  Mayltyr 

I  o  Peter  Larke 

I I 


John  Swan 


J2L 


Richard  Horne 
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MAYORS. 

l  2  William  Bregges,  efq. 

13 

14 

1 5  Richard  Aungewelle 

1 6  Stephen  Pomyry 
[John  Baffintwhayte 

1  ^  \  Peter  Larke 
1 8  John  Baffinthwayte 
f  Richard  Horne 
^  1  Thomas  Lyfter 
20 


2 1  William  Rrygge 
i  month  8  days. 

22-( 

William  Bryggs 


Richard  Bryan 


CORONERS. 


|  Peter  Larke 

John  Bally s 
Peter  Larke 

William  Brygge 

1 

> Peter  Larke 


Edward  the  Fifth,  April  9,  1483. 


Two  months,  eighteen  days. 

Richard  the  Third,  June  22,  1483.. 

1  Richard  Aungewelle 

2  2  months  5  days,  Hugh  Dryver  Richard  Aungewelle 


Henry  the  Seventh, 

1  Simon  Bray 

2  John  Lynes 

3  John  Fyfhere 

4  Richard  Aungewelle 

5 

6  Hugh  Dryver 

7  John  Lynes 
>8  John  Lynes 


Auguft  22,  1485. 

|  Hugh  Dryver 

John  Lynes 
Nicholas  Havington 

Richard  Aungewelle 
FI  ugh  Dryver 
Richard  Aungewelle 


K  k  2 
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MAYORS. 
9  John  Tewdy 


CORONERS. 

John  Lynes 


10 

1 1 
I  2 

x  3  Richard  Aungeweli 

14 

15  John  Harman,  Richard  Aungewelle 

16  John  Lynes, 

17  Thomas  Roberdys, 

1 8  Andrew  Carter, 

19  John  Dewe, 

20  Richard  Wethyrley, 

21  John  Judy, 

22  Robert  Love, 

23  8  months  19  days,  John  Peere, 

Henry  the  Eighth,  April  22,  1509. 

1  John  Bernard 

2  Richard  Coteler, 

3  William  Dwyte, 

Andrew  Carter  deputy 

4  John  Kent, 

5  Edward  Ballys, 

6  Richard  Tolton, 

Andrew  Carter  deputy 

7  William  Atmer, 

8  Thomas  Huette, 

Andrew  Carter  deputy 

9  J°hn  Judy,  Ijohn  Kent  deputy, 


John  Harman 
John  Lynes 
Thomas  Roberts 
Andrew  Carter 
John  Deve 
Richard  Wethyrley 
John  Judy 
Robert  Love 


John  Bernard 
Richard  Cotteller 

William  Dwyte 
John  Vale  bailiff,  John  Kent 
Edward  Ballys 

Richard  Tolton 
William  Atmer 


I  o  Andrew  Carter,  J  ^ 

I I  William  Dwyte, 

Edward  Ballys  deputy 


Thomas  Huette 
John  Judy 
Andrew  Carter 
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2  53 


MAYORS.  CORONERS, 

rjohn  Vale  William  Twyth 

1 2  1  William  Dwyte  Edward  Ballys 

13  William  Dwyte,  and  Jan.  14,  13  Henry 
VIII.  he  was  coroner,  and  J.  Vale  mayor 

14  William  Atmer,  John  Aleyn  deputy  John  Vale 

1 5  Simon  Baxter 

16  Galfrid  Aleyn,  John  Aleyn  deputy 

17  Edward  Ballys 

18  John  Judy,  j 


19  John  Judy,  IGalf.  Aleyn  deputy 

20  John  Aleyn,  J 

21  John  Kent,  John  Judy  deputy 

22  William  Twyght, 

23  William  Twyght, 

Simon  Baxter  deputy 

24  Peter  Pacfray,  T.  Cockerell; 

Richard  Tolton  deputy 

25  Simon  Baxter, 

26  Thomas  Burden,  John  Judy  deputy 

27  Thomas  Gryme 

Galfrid  Aleyn  deputy 

28  John  Jewdy 

29  John  Meye,  Thomas  Burden  deputy 

30  Galf.  Aleyn,  Simon  Baxter  deputy 

3 1  Thomas  Burton  alias  Burden, 

John  Meye  deputy 

32  John  Judy,. 

Thomas  Burden  deputy 

33  Nicholas  Appowell. 


S.  Baxter 
Galfrid  Aleym 

j  Edward  Ballys 

John  Judy 
John  Aleyn 

Jjohn  Kent 

S.  Baxter 

William  Hillary 
Richard  CockerelE 
Thomas  Burton. 

John  Gryme 

John  Meye 
Galfrid  Aleyn 

Richard  Godfrey. 


34^ 


4 
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CORONERS. 
Nicholas  AppOwell 

Thomas  Deye 

Thomas  Gryme 

Edward  the  Sixth,  January  28,  1546. 

1 

2  William  Baxter 

3  William  Lord  Thomas  Gente 

4  - 

5  John  Aleyn.  June  10,  5  Ed.  VI.  Nicholas  Eldred  mayor 

6  5  months,  19  days. 

Mary,  July  6,  1553. 

1 

2 

3  Jacob  Midgel  y  John  Walter 

4 

5  4  months,  2  2  days 

Elizabeth,  November  17,  1 558. 

X  Edmund  Gafkeyn 

2  John  Wade 

3  John  Clover.  John  Wade 

4 

5  Richard  Rulhmere 

6 


MAYORS. 

34  Thomas  Deye 

John  Vale  deputy 

35  Nicholas  Edwerdes, 

36  Thomas  Gryme  deputy 

37  Thomas  Gryme 

10  months,  one  day,  John  Doe 
Nicholas  Edwerdes  deputy 


5 


7 
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MAYORS. 


CORONERS. 


8  John  Goorke 


John  Aleyn 


9 

10 


William  Downing; 


11  Edmund  Gaskeyn 

12  John  Sheryng 

13 

1 4  Robert  Hillarie 

15  Jacob  Midgeley,  157-2,  14  Elizabeth 

16  This  town  was  incorporated.  The  charter  is  dated  at 

Gorambury,  March  12,  1574. 

John  Edwards 

t*7  Walt-pr  -RpprelEle£1:cd  SePt  22»  16  Eliz‘ 

■*-  t  vv  ^  John  Shearing  fworn  deputy  mayor  eodem  die 

18  William  Davy 

i  q  John  Shearing, 

20  Peter  Scot,,  — 

21  R.  Bedell,  elected  Sept.  24,  died  ante  jur- 
John  Edwards,-  eledled  061.  10,  jur.  18  ditto 

22  Edward  Eden  —  -  — 

23  Evans  Richards- 

24  Thomas  Allen 

25  John  Edwards,  eledled  Sept.  26,  jur.  Sept-  29,  1582.  158 

26  Richard  Diggon,  jur.  Sept.  29,  1583.  1584 

27  Edward  Eden  -  1585: 

28  Nicholas  Clever  -  —  -  1586 

29  Evans  Richards,  jur.  3  061.  1586.  —  *587 

30  Nicholas  Clever,  jur.  9  061.  1587,  died  in  office. 

1588' 


*574- 
15  7  5  * 
1576' 

1577' 

1573; 

1 5  7  9’ 
1  ?8o- 

1581 

1583 


John  Buxton,  eledted  18  Dec.  jur.  23. 

31  Richard  Aftely,  jur.  1  Dec.  1588. 

32  Nicholas  Greene,  jur.  26  Odl.  1589- 

33  Edward  Eden,  jur.  10  061.  1590. 

34  John  Sherring,  jur.  17  061.  159.1- 


1589 

159°. 

1  S.92:' 

bs 


256  T  H  E  HISTORY 

35  Thomas  Draper,  jur.  17061.1592.  -  15 93 

36  Richard  Afteley,  jur.  17  06t.  1593.  -  15 94 

37  John  Goldingham,  20  February.  -  15  95 

38  -  -  -  -  1596 

39  John  Buxton  -  -  -  *597 

40  Henry  Greene  -  -  -  -  1^98 

41  John  oa°1*r  l6'  1599 

42  John  Chapman,  Auguft  7,  1601,  43  Eliz.  1600 

ditto.  Town  book,  234.  -  -  1601 

43  - Canham,  T.  book,  235. 

44  4  months  15  days,  Thomas  Baifli  -  1602 


James  the  Firft,  March  24,  1602. 


i  Thomas  Chanham, 


Rundom  orRemching,  27  061. 


1 

2  J 

3 

4  Walter  Salmon,  jur.  29  061.  1605. 

Peter  Barnham,  Auguft  1. 

5  W alter  Salmon,  Sept.  24,  re-ele6led 

6  Nicholas  Greene  - 

7  Thomas  Steward  or  Sty  ward 

cnAAnor  C  Ele&ed  G£tober  2,  1609,  upon  Mr.  Edward  Edemy’s  refufal 

1  eici  opooncr  |to  and  jur.  10  Qa. 

9  John  Clover,  ele6ted  26  Sept.  jur.  30  06tober. 

•V 

10  Robert  Abraham,  14  Nov.  9  Jac. 

1 1  Robert  Snelling,  25  Nov.  10  Jac.  I. 

12  Edward  Moore,  16  Nov.  11  Jac.  I.J 

13  John  Mould,  November  12. 

14  Francis  A  venal,  6  Nov.  13,  3  Aug.  16. 

15  Robert  Snelling,  20  Dec.  14. 

16  Robert  Shales,  14  Feb.  16. 

17  John  Tyrrell 

1 8  Edward  Moore 


T.  book. 


1  604 

1605 

1606 

1607 

1608 

1609 

1610 

161 1 

1612 

1613 

1614 

1615 

1616 

1617 

1618 

1619 

1620 


19 
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19  Peter  Spooner  - 

20  George  Eden  - 

21  John  Chapman,  jur.  30  Out.  1622 

22  3  days,  John  Snelling,  jur.  6  061.  1623 

Charles  the  Firft,  March  27,  1625. 

1  William  Norwich,  elected  22  Sept.  jur.  3  Nov. 

1624  :  - 

2  Francis  Avenall,  elected  28  Sept.  jur.  27  Out.  1623 

3  Robert  Snelling,  elected  27  Sept.  jur.  26  061.  1626 

4  Edward  More,  elected  26  Sept.  jur.  23  Q£t.  1627 

5  John  Tyrrell,  elected  24  Sept.  jur.  23  Out.  1628 

6  John  Chapman,  elected  21  Sept.  jur.  22  06t.  1629 

7  John  Salmon,  20  Sept.  jur.  26  06t  1630 

8  John  Sheldrake,  20  Sept.  jur.  23  Out.  1631 

9  Francis  Avenall,  25  Sept,  jur.  28  Q£t.  1632 

10  John  Snelling,  25  Sept.  jur.  24  0£t.  1633 
ir  Edmund  Mobbsx,  24  Sept.  jur.  17  06t.  1634 

12  Robert  Snelling,  23  Sept.  jur.  26  Odt.  1633 

1 3  Edward  Moore  - 

1 4  Thomas  Lincolns  - 

1 5  Henry  Daveny  - 

1 6  Henry  Kettle  - 

1  7  Thomas  Lincolne  -  •- 

1 8  Thomas  Snelling  -  -  - 

19  - 

20 

21 

2  2  Thomas  Lyncolne  -  - 

23  Henry  Daveny  - 

.  1  o  months  3  days,  Edmund  Hunt 


1621 

1622 

1623 

1624 


1625 

1626 

1627 

1628 

1629 

1630 

1631 

1632 

1633 
163+ 

1635 

1636 

1637 
.1638 

1639 

1640 

1 641 

1642 

1643 

1644 
164s 

1646 

1 647 

1648 


x  He  was  imprifoned  at  Lynn  for  delinquency;  and  the  corporation  petitioned 
the  parliament  to  admit  him  to  bail,  he  being  a  poor  man  with  a  wife  and  eight 
children. 


LI 


Charles 


258 


THE  HISTORY 


Charles  the  Second,  Jan.  30,  1644. 

$ 

1:  Henry  Mendham,  elected  26  Sept.  jur.  23  061. 

1648  -  -  -  1649 

2-  Edmund  Hunt,  26  061.  jur.  25  061.  1649  1650 

3  Robert  Snelling,  25  Sept.  jur.  18  061.  1650  1651 

4  Thomas  Salmon,  24  Sept.  *651,  jur.  23  061.  1652 

5  Thomas  Bancroft,  22  Sept.  1652,  jur.  27  061.  1653 

6  John  Hunt,  28  Sept.  jur.  8  061.  -  1654 

7  Robert  Tyrrell,  27  Sept.  1654,  jur.  2  Nov.  1655 

8  Henry  Kettle,  26  Sept.  16*^5,  jur.  23  061.  1656 

9  William  Flannar,  24  Sept.  1656,  jur.  23  061.  1657 

10  Robert  Tyrrell,  24  Sept.  1657,  jur.  22  061.  1658 

11  Thomas  White,  24  Sept.  jur.  21  061.  1658  1659 

12  John  Kendall  -  1660 

13  Ofmund  Clerke,  25  Sept.  1660,  jur.  23  061.  1661 

14  Burr  age  Martin,  25  Sept.  1661,  jur.  22  061.  1662 

15  Henry  Mendham  -  -  -  1663 

16  Edmund  Hunt,  16  Auguffc  »  -  -  1664 

17  Robert  Tyrrell  -  -  -  -  1665 

18  Burrage  Martin  -  -  1666 

f  John  Hunt  ,, 

1  ^  { Robert  Tyrrell,  1 1  April  1  ^ 

20  Thomas  White  -  -  -  -  1668 

21  Ofmund  Clarke  -  -  -  1669 

22  Robert  Tyrrell  -  -  1670 

23  Wormly  Hetherfett  -  -  -  1671 

24  Thomas  White  -  -  -  1672 

25  Robert  Tyrrell  -  1673 

26  John  Mendham  -  1674 

27  Wormly  Hetherfett  -  -  -  1675 

28  Thomas  Gooch  -  -  -  1676 

29 
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29  Robert  Tyrrell  -  -  1677 

30  Thomas  Bancroft  '  -  -  .  -  1678 

31  Edward  Moore,  John  Grymes,  16  Aug.  1679  1679 

32  John  Grymes,  coroner,  24  May,  1680, 

C  9  July,  1680,  Edward  Moore,  mayor.  7  t  f\  0  r\ 

1  John  Grymes,  coroner.  5  "*  **  1UOO 

33  John  Mendham,  firft  after  new  charter,  Burrage 

Martin  firft  coroner -v  -  -  -  i68x 

34  Henry  Leveningham,  Burrage  Martin  deputy  1682 

33  Walter  Salter  -  -  -  1683 

36  7  days,  Henry  Leveningham,  lworn  without  electing  1684 


James  the  Second,  February  6,  1684. 

1  John  Tyrrell  -  1683 

2  John  Mendham  -  -  -  1686 

3  John  Mendham,  not  elected,  but  continued  1687 

10  months  22  days,  John  Seabrooke  ’  —  1688 

William  and  Mary,  Feb.  13,  1688. 

*  1  John  Tyrrell  -  -  -  1689 

2  John  Tyrrell,  I  think  11  061.  1690,  he  occurs 

fo  1691  -  i6qo 

3  Edmund  RofTell  -  -  -  1691 

4  Henry  Gaudell  -  -  -  1692 

3  Wormly  Hetherfett  -  -  1693 

6  Henry  Gaudell  ’  -  1694 

7  Jonathan  Browning  -  -  1693 

8  Jofeph  Sharpe  -  -  -  1696 

9  Robert  Caudell  -  -  -  *697 

10  Wormly  Hetherfett  '  -  -  1698 

11  Richard  Batch  -  -  -  1699 

* 

y  The  mayor  of  one  year  is  now  regularly  the  coroner  of  the  next.  See 
p.  241. 
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i  2  Jonathan  Browning 
i  3  John  Wright 


Anne,  March  8,  1700. 

1  John  Hewlett,  16  0£t.  -  - 

3  Edward  Challis  -  - 

4  John  Tyrrell  - 
r  John  Howlett  died 

^  1  John  Wright 

6  John  George  - 

7  Jofeph  Sharpe  - 

8  Robert  Gaudell ;  but  Mr.  John  Wright  recovered 

his  office.  His  firlt  hall  Sept.  20,  1708. 

9  Jonathan  Browning  -  - 

10  John  Tyrrell 

1 1  Richard  Batch  - 

12  John  Tyrrell  - 

13  Edward  Freeman  died 
Jonathan  Browning  - 


George  I.  Auguft  1,  1714. 

1  John  Tyrrell 

2  Richard  Batch 

I 

3  John  Tyrrell 
J  Richard  Batch 

^TJohn  Tyrrell 
5  Simon  Motherfole 
^  J  Robert  Caudell  died  in  his  office  7 
[Henry  Cockfedge  pro  relid’  anni  j 

7  Jofeph  Sharpe 

8  Henry  Cockfedge 

9  John  Defborough 
10  Robert  Sterne 

I I  William  Caudell 


170a 

i7or 

1701 

1702 

1703 

1704 

1705 

1706 

1707 

1708 

1709 

1710 

17 1 1 

1712 

1713 

1714 

1715 

1716 

1717 

1718 


1719 

1720 

1721 

1722 

•1723 

1724 
1 2 
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George  II.  June  11,  1727. 

1  John  Wyldman  -  -  - 

2  Thomas  Bid  well  - 

3  Henry  Cockfedge  -  - 

4  George  Clarke  - 

5  Thomas  Saunders  -  -  - 

6  John  Walton  -  - 

7  Matthew  Smith  -  - 

8  Matthew  Manning  from  Nov.  173410  April  1736, 

9  Robert  Thompfon  part  of  1 

1  o  Henry  Burgis  the  remainder  of  J 

1 1  Henry  Cockfedge 

12  Thomas  Bidwell 

1 3  George  Clarke 

14  Thomas  Sanders  ~ 

1 5  Matthew  Smith 

16  John  Walton 

17  Matthew  Manning 

1 8  Robert  Thompfon 

19  Henry  Cockfedge 

20  Alexander  Elliott 

21  George  Clarke 

2  2  Thomas  Sanders 

23  John  Walton  - 

24  Matthew  Smith  - 

25  George  Clarke,  fenr. 

26  Robert  Thompfon 

27  George  Clarke,  junr.  ~ 


1727 

1728 

1729 

1730 

1731 

1732 

1733 

1734 

—  1736 

1737 

1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 

1742 

1743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

1747 
I  748 

1749 

1750 

*  1751 

1752 

~  '  1753 

a 
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~9  Matthew  Manning  - — -  —  j  7  r  - 

30  Woodward  Bid  well  —  —  1756 

31  Alexander  Elliott  —  —  —  i?57 

32  John  Walton  —  —  — -  x?  <5  g 

3  3  Robert  Thompfon  —  — -  - —  1 7  s  9 

34  George  QJlarke  —  —  —  1760 


George  III.  October  25,  1760. 


1  George  Clarke 

2  John  Mafon 

3  Woodward  Bid  well 

4  George  Clarke 

5  John  Mafon 

6  Woodward  Bid  well 

7  George  Clarke  — 

8  John  Walton 

9  Col.  Fitzroy  — 

10  Thomas  Arnold 

1 1  William  Hall 

1  2  Thomas  Garnham 

13  Henry  Thompfon 

14  William  Hall 

1 5  George  Clarke 

16  Woodward  Bidwell 

17  Thomas  Gar nh a m 
1  8  George  Clarke 

1 9  William  Holmes 


1760 

1761 

1762 

1763 
1 7  64 

1765 

1766 

1 767 

1768 

1769 

1770 

1771 

1772 

I77  3 

1774 

1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 


Ten  principal  burgeffes,  commonly  called  aldermen,  are 


1  Mr.  George  Clarke 

2  General  Fitzroy 

3  Mr.  Thomas  Arnold 

4  Mr.  Thomas  Garnham 


5  Mr.  Henry  Thompfon 

6  Mr.  John  Rolf 

7  Mr.  William  Holmes 
Three  vacancies  The 
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The  commonalty,  two  of  which  ufually  ferve  as  chamber¬ 
lains,  are, 


1  Mr.  Richard  Newberry 

2  Mr.  Thomas  Lackford 

3  Mr.  Edmund  Nurfe 

4  Mr.  Robert  Dade 

5  Mr.  James  Mingay 

6  Mr.  Peter  Salmon 

7  Mr.  Palfey  Faux 

8  Mr.  Matthew  Betts 

9  Mr.  Peter  Sterne 
10  Mr.  John  Sherring 


1 1  Mr.  Noah  Baker 
1  2  Mr.  John  Harvey 

1 3  Mr.  Robert  Manby 

14  Mr.  James  Parker 

1 5  Mr.  Edmund  Clarke 

16  Mr.  John  Spendlove 

17  Mr.  John  Tyrrell 

18  Mr.  William  Robards 

19  Mr.  John  Theoderick 

20  One  vacancy  only. 


1778,  A uguftus  Henry  Fitzroy  duke  of  Grafton,  recorder. 
Mr.  George  Clarke,  coroner. 

Mr.  William  Ifaacfon,  town-clerk. 

Mr.  Cockfedge  fucceeded  Sir  John  Woodhoufe  as  recorder. 
The  4th  of  March,  1762,  the  earl  of  Hertford  fucceeded 
Henry  Cockfedge,  efq.  as  recorder,  and  .1771  the  duke  of 

Grafton  lord  Hertford.  N 

\ 

BAILIFFS. 


Richer  de  Refham,  1197,  9  R:  I. 

Laurence  de  Maflingham,  fans  date. 

Hugh  le  Franceis,  fans  date. 

Jeffery  de  Mundeford,  41  H.  III. 

John  de  Acre,  1,  2,  16,  17,  Ed.  II. 

Thomas  le  Hunt,  23,  24,  29,  30,  Ed.  III. 

Roger - 48  Ed.  III. 

■  William  Cat,  8  Ric.  II. 

William  Peron  alias  Piroun,  and  William  Cath  alias  Cat,  2 
Richard  II. 

John  de  Wyrham,  14,  15,  18,  Ric.  II. 
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Walter  Lyfter,  1,  3,  H.  IV. 

Henry  Monk,  7  H.  IV. 

John  Wyrlyng worth,  9  H.  IV. 

Peter  Pay n,  1,  10,  PI.  V.  2,  5,  6,  H.  VI. 

Roger  Rnfhbrooke,  8,  9,  H.  VI. 

John  Goos,  draper,  11,  12,  H.  VI. 

William  Kemp,  i'8,  22,  23,  28,  H.  VI. 

John  Lewis,  16,  31,  H.  VI. 

John  Norfolk,  34,  36,  H.  VI. 

- -  Lumnour,  1 1  Ed.  IV. 

William  Skeppere,  7  H.  VII. 

Peter  Larke,  16  H.  VII. 

John  Vale,  3,  5,  9,  H.  VIII. 

Thomas  Baxter,  15  H.  VIII. 

CONSTABLES. 

John  Lord,  9  H.  VII. 

Richard  Tolton,  3  H.  VIII. 

William  Baffynthweyt,  6  H.  VIII. 

John  Judy,  8  H.  VIII. 

John  Peer,  18  H.  VI II. 

The  Chamberlains  of  this  borough  were  formerly  Ca~ 
merarii  Gilde  Stc  Marie,  .and  have  fince  the  dilfolution  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  office,  moil  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  fchooi 
and  town  having  been  the  poffieffions  of  that  fraternity. 

March  8,  26  Eliz.  John  Snel lings 
37  Eliz.  John  Raffingwayte  and  Peter  Barnham 
39  Eliz.  Walter  Salmon  and  Charles  Ray 
41  Eliz.  Walter  Salmon 

23  Eliz.  William  Stevenfon  and  Richard  Diggon 
March  25,  1626,  William  Myles  and  Giles  Alden 

6  H.  VII,  William  Croffe,  notary. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIX. 


QF  THE  LIBERTIES  OF  THIS  BOROUGH  IN  THE 

REIGN  OF  EDWARD  I. 


THERE  was  a  return  of  writs  and  gaol  delivery  by  the 
king’s  writ  fo  early  as  the  time  of  Edward  I.  1290  ; 
alfo  a  mayor  and  coroner  as  at  prefent ;  the  burgefTes  an- 
fwered  for  themfelves  before  the  juftices  every  where,  with¬ 
out  joining  any  foreigners  to  them  in  recognizances  or  juries. 
No  fheriff,  coroner,  bailiff,  or  other  officer,  not  of  the  borough, 
was  allowed  to  exercife  his  office,  or  make  any  executions 
within  the  faid  borough  or  its  boundaries,  but  only  the  bailiffs 
of  the  borough;  nor  to  exercife  any  power  over  the  fifheries 
of  the  borough,  which  extend  from  the  town  to  St.  Edmund’s 
bridge  towards  Santon.  The  mayor,  and  his  bailiffs,  by  the 
confent  of  the  commonalty,  or  the  major  part  of  the  fame, 
had  power  to  levy  and  make  reafonable  feizures  for  the  fame* 
for  the  fecurity  and  benefit  of  the  borough,  as  other  boroughs 
did  in  like  cafes.  The  burgefTes  were  exempted  from  any  kind 
of  toll  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  of  England.  No  perfon 
of  or  in  the  faid  borough  could  be  indifted  or  arrefted  for  any 
debt  or  caufe  whatfoever,  or  be  confined  in  any  prifon  but  that 
belonging  to  the  borough  ;  but  all  who  are  indicted  or  arrefted, 
and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the  laid  borough,  are  to  be  fo  ar¬ 
refted  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  borough,  and  by  them  kept,  who 
have  the  keeping  of  the  fame,  till  they  are  releafed,  according  to 
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the  law  and  cuftom  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  by  the  burge lies  of 
the  faid  borough.  The  burgeifes  may  not  plead  nor  be  im¬ 
pleaded,  nor  be  fummoned  out  of  the  faid  borough  for  any 
otfences  or  complaints  arifing  within  the  faid  borough,  unlefs 
touching  the  king  or  his  heirs.  Every  one  of  the  faid  borough 
could  and  can  difpofe  by  will,  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements 
within  the  limits  of  the  faid  borough,  as  well  as  his  other 
chattels  which  are  moveable.  Every  one  of  the  burgh  who 
can  meafure,  and  count  twelve-pence,  lhall  be  efteemed  of 
full  age,  as  hath  been  hitherto;  and  all  alienations  made  by 
fuch,  have  been,  and  are  now,  confidered  as  valid.  No  bur- 
gefs  of  the  faid  borough  fhall  be  amerced  for  any  caufe,  unlefs 
by  his  fellow  burgeifes  of  the  faid  borough,  and  then  it  mult 
be  done  before  the  mayor,  and  according  to  the  quantity  of 
the  offence. 

The  arms  of  this  town  are  a  callle  tripple  towered,  out  of 
each  of  the  end  ones  two  demi  armed  men  ilfuing,  holding 
in  their  right  hands  a  fpear.  The  feal  appendant  to  the  inltru- 
ment  whereby  William  Gawdy,  efq;  was  admitted  into  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  burgh  12  C.  I.  the  original  of  which  was  in  Mr. 
Le  Neve’s  hands,  has  the  arms  of  Brother  ton ,  three  lions  paf- 
fant  guardant  under  a  label  of  three;  impaling  Warren ,  cheque 
O  and  Az.  three  turrets  appearing  above :  circumfcribed 
sigillum  burgi  de  thetford.  The  fame  feal  to  the  ad- 
milfion  of  Framlingham  Gawdy,  efq;  16  C.  I,  1640,  and  to 
a  town  warrant  42  Eliz.  J.  Snelling  mayor. 


*> 
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CHAP.  XX. 


BENEFACTIONS  TO  THE  CORPORATION. 


10  Henry  VII.  1494,  Thomas  Heigham,  efq.  and  Ca¬ 
therine  his  wife,  granted  the  advowfon  of  Santon,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  to  the  mayor  and  corporation,  who  have 
always  prefented  to  it  the  matter  of  the  grammar  fchool. 

June  1,  22  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Cokett,  gent,  and  Peter 
Larke,  by  deed  then  dated,  granted  to  William  Dwyght,  John 
Judy,  John  Aleyn,  8cc.  one  meifu age  with  its  appurtenances 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Peynter-ttreet,  which  the 
faid  grantors  had,  and  held  jointly  with  Roger  R.okewood, 
jun.  and  others  deceafed,  of  the  gift  of  Roger  Rokewood,  gent, 
and  Peter  Larke,  as  by  deed  29  Sept.  21  Edward  IV.  thereby 
to  fulfill  the  latt  will  of  Edmund  Heyford,  to  hold  to  the  laid 
burgelfes  in  fee  according  to  an  indorfement,  in  Engiifh  as 
follows :  u  According  to  the  will  of  the  faid  Edmund  Heyford, 
“  the  within  written  melTuage  fhall  be  inhabited  by  certain  poor 
“  folks  for  ever,  which  melTuage  lince  the  firft  gift  was 
“  confumed  by  lire,  and  lately  rebuilt  by  the  faid  William 
“  Dwyght,  who  hedged  in  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the 
“  fame  melTuage,  to  remain  unto  his  own  tenement  adjoin- 
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“  ing  for  ever,  upon  condition  that  whoever  fhall  occupy  his 
“  tenement,  with  the  yard  newly  ditched  out,  fhall  always 
u  fufficiently  repair  the  faid  almfhoufe ;  this  the  faid  Cokett 
“  and  Larke  judge  to  be  the  heft  method  to  fecure  the  per- 
“  formance  of  the  faid  will.”- 

Archbifhop  Parker  fettled  6s.  8d.  per  annum  out  of  his 
manor  of  Hethill,  Norfolk,  for  an  annual  fermon  here,, 
by  a  fellow  of  Corpus  Clirifti  collegej  on  Rogation  Sunday. 

1601,  Richard  Aftley,  efq.  of  Thetford,  buried  in  St. 
Cuthbert’s  church,  entailed  his  houfe  and  lands  in  Thetford,, 
(if  William  and  Henry  his  fons  had  no  iffue  x)  on  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  half  for  the  relief  of  the  blind,  lame,  and  aged  poor,, 
and  half  to  pay  a  preacher  annually  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  church.. 

/.  s .  cL 

50  o  a 

8  10  o 

100  o  o 


20  o  O’ 
Sir 

*  It  is  fuppofed  they  had,  and  To  it  never  came  to  the  corporation. 

y  (t  November  19,  1674. 

“  Received  then  of  Sir  Edwin  Rich,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  knt.  the  fum  of 
©ne  hundred  pound?,  for  the  ufe  and  benefitt  of  the  ancient  burrough  towne 
and  corporation  of  Thetford  in  Norfolke  and  Suffolke,  and  the  poore  therein, 
to  be  imploy’d  as  follovveth,  viz.  forty  pounds,,  part  thereof,  for  and  towards 
the  building  and  repairing  of  a  bridge  in  Thetford  aforefaid,  called  Nuns 
Bridge,  and  threefcore  pounds,  the  remaining  part  thereof  to  be  difburfl  for 
the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  poore  of  the  faid  burrough  in  thefe  particulars  fol¬ 
lowing,  that  is  to  fayr  in  coales,  cloath,  and  corne,  at  the  difcretion  of  Worm- 
ley  Hcthcrfett,  efq.  now  mayor  of  Thetford  aforefaid,  John  Mendham,  efq. 

coroner. 


Henry  duke  of  Norfolk  gave  for  repairing  St.. 
Mary’s  church  - 

Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk  gave  for  ever  for 
cloathing  the  poor,  per  annum  - 

Sir  Edwin  Rich,  knt.  gave  towards  building  a 
bridge  and  to  the  poorT 
And,  at  his  death,  for  relief  of  the  poor  for 
500  years,  payable  out  of  his  manor  of 
Rofe  ball  in  Suffolk,  per  annum. 
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Sir  Richard  Fulmerflon,  at  his  death,  gave  his 
inclofure  called  Rofes,  in  Fers field,  to  be  fold, 
and  the  produce  to  go  towards  difcharging 
the  taxes  of  the  town,  to  each  payment,  as 
long  as  the  money  would  lad  -  -  i  6 

Sir  Richard  had  before  founded  a.  fchool  and 
hofpital,  with  maintenance  for  ever  for.  a 
preacher,  fchool-mader,  ufher,  and  four  poor 
people  (two  men  and  two  women)  -  160  o 

Mrs.  Eden  gave  for  ever  to  the  poor  -  3  o 

Mr.  Henry  Smith,  of  London,  gave  for  ever  to 

the  poor  -  -  100 

Mr.  Samuel  Sneliing,  an  inhabitant,  gave  a  piece 

of  land  to  the  poor  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  for  ever  1  6 

William  Firmage,  a  fhepherd,  gave  to  the  poor 

for  ever  -  -  10 

Mr.  Alderman  Barnham,  of  Norwich,  per  annum  10  o 
For  three  years  next  after  his  deceafe,  and  for 

ever  to  the  poor,  per  annum  -  -  4  0 

Mr.  John  Wadford  to  the  poor  of  St.  Peter’s  for 

ever,  per  annum  -  -  -  012 

Sir  Charles  Harbord,  knt.  and  the  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Harbord,  efq.  his  fecond  fon,  built  an 
hofpital  for  fix  poor  old  men,  and  endowed 


d. 


8 


o 

o 

o 

8 

o 

o 

o 

o 


coroner,  Robert  Tyrrell,  efq.  Barrage  Martin,  efq.  and  Thomas  White,  gent, 
or  the  greater  number  of  them.  I  fay  received, 

Witnefs  Charles  Vife.  Robert  F^rfell.’^ 

100/.  oj.  o  d. 

<e  I  do  defire  and  appoint  that  the  perfons  aboue  named,  or  the  greater  number 
of  them,  do  difpofe  of  and  diixribute  of  the  fume  of  cue  hundredpounds  aboue 
mentioned,,  according  as  is  aboue  written. 

Edwin  Rich.” 

it 


s,  cf. 


it  for  99  years,  and  ordered  for  each  a 
blue  gown  yearly,  whereon  is  a  badge  of 
the  founder’s  name,  per  annum  -  30 

Thomas  Gent  gave  yearly  for  ringing  the 
bells  at  four  in  the  morning  and  eight  at 
night  o 

The  hon.  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  knt.  fometime 
privy  counfellor  and  principal  fecretary  of 
ftate  to  his  majefty  king  Charles  II.  gave  for 
binding  out  four  apprentices  -  -  14 

Alfo  he  gave  by  his  will  two  thoufand  pounds, 
to  be  laid  out  in  lands,  for  fuch  public  ufes  of 
this  town  as  his  executors,  with  the  advice 
of  the  corporation,  fhall  judge  expedient  2000 
An  eft  ate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  j^ounds  yearly 
rent  hath  been  purchafed  with  that  money, 
and  is  fettled  by  decree  in  chancery,  for  bind¬ 
ing  out  poor  children  of  this  town  appren¬ 
tices,  and  other  public  ufes  -  no 

He  gave  towards  procuring  an  adt  for  making 
Brandon  river  navigable  to  Thetford,  as  it 
now  is,  for  barges  -  -  26 

For  releaftng  John  Brown  out  of  this  gaol  15 


o  o 


6  3 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  gave  fufticient  maintenance  for  a 
poor  fcholar  in  the  fchool  here,  until  he  be  properly  qualified 
for  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  there  provided  for  in  a 
decent  manner. 

He  alfo  gave  the  ftatutes  at  large  to  the  corporation,  and 
eleven  folio  books  to  the  fchool ;  an  elegant  fword  and  mace, 
and  was  a  daily  benefadtor  to  this  borough. 


He 
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Efe  built  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  and  grand  jury  cham¬ 
ber,  adjoining  to  the  old  Guildhall,  on  the  top  of  which  was 
the  llatue  of  Juftice2,  and  below,  in  the  front,  S.  a  chevron 
between  three  trefoils,  Williamfon ,  quartering,  1.  three  fleurs 
de  lis,  2 .  a  fefs  cheque  ;  and  this  infcription  : 

Antiq.  Burgi  de  Thetford 
Optim.  Civ.  ob  perpetuam  in  fe 
Benevolentiam 
Jofephus  Williamfon 
Eq.  Aur. 

Memor  grata  mente 
P. 

An.  Chrifli  MDCLXXX. 

The  windows  of  the  chamber  are  adorned  with  the  arms 
of  the  town,  Williamfon,  and  other  benefactors,  and  Wil- 
liamfon’s  creft,  an  eagle  iffuing  from  a  crown,  and  this  motto, 
Sub  umbra  alarum  tuarum . 

The  Guildhall  is  a  fine  old  building  of  black  flint,  and  had 
under  it  a  noble  kitchen,  (now  turned  into  a  liable)  for  the 
Gild  and  other  public  dinners.  In  this  hall  the  Lent  aflizes 
have  been  held  ever  fince  their  firlt  inllitution..  Over  the 
judges  feat  is 

Hie  locus  odit,  amat,  punit,  confervat,  honorat,, 
Nequitiam,  pacem,  crimina,  jura,  probos. 

The  common  gaol  and  bridewell  Hands  by  the  market  place 
on  the  Norfolk  fide,  and  fome  years  fince  the  corporation 
bought  a  houfe,  Sec.  in  Magdalen-ftreet,  now  the  work- 
houfe.  They  own  alfo  the  crofs  in  the  market  place  and  but¬ 
chery,  and  the  ducking  llool  now  decayed  by  Nun’s  Bridge. 

1  Lately  taken  down  on  account  of  its  weight. 


7 


On 
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On  the  water  table  of  an  old  houfe  by  the  gaol,  thefe 
initials  are  formed  of  Aone  and  flint. 


The 
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The  almlhoufes  erected  by  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  near 
St.  Mary’s  church,  are  built  of  black  flint  and  free  ftone;  the 
front  about  3  2  paces  long.  On  the  S.  gabel  above  the  dial, 

I  a  rofe  R 
VI  VAT 
REX 
1612. 


C.  Pratt, 

Mafon. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  dial, 

1612. 

A.  G. 

“  God  blefs  the  founder  of  this  work.” 

Towards  the  bottom, 

a  Quod  egenis 
Chrifto  fit. 

Matt.  xxv.  40. 

R.  Browne.” 

On  a  fquare  ftone  between  the  two  centre  doors,  in  capitals, 

FOLLOW  PEACE  AND  IIOLIN 
ESS  WITH  ALL  MEN;  WITHOUT 
THE  WHICH  NO  MAN  SHALL 
SEE  THE  LORD.  HER.  xii.  14. 

A.  B. 

N  n 


Under  the  dial, 
N.  King, 
Mafon. 


On  another, 


Ro.  Hachitt, 
Carpender. 


Between 
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Between  the  windows  on  fmall  fquare  Rones,  thefe  letters, 
probably  initials  of  poor  inhabitants. 


ER 

ws. 

NG.  TS 

FA. 

IE. 

EM. 

IM. 

EB.. 

EM. 

RS. 

WD. 

Harbord’s  hofpital  at  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  town  was 
founded  for  fix  old  men,  who  divide  the  furplus  of  £.  30  per 
ann.  between  them,  after  the  expence  of  repairs  is  deducted*. 
The  term  of  this  foundation  being  expired  was  lately  renewed 
for  99  years,  by  the  intereft  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,.  The 
eftate  is  held  by  Mr.  Gold* 

Thetford  was  honoured  with  the  refidence  of  feveral  kings* 
Many  charters  granted  to  the  priory  here  and  to  Ramfey  ab¬ 
bey,  &c.  by  Henry  I.  bear  date  here.  When  the  manor  came 
with  the  dutchy  to  the  crown,  the  antient  feat  of  the  earls 
Warren  became  the  royal  palace.  It  was  the  only  one  in 
Norfolk,  and  the  keeper’s  falary  was  £ .  40  per  ann..  It  was 
rebuilt  about  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  was  given  by  James  I. 
to  Sir  Philip  Woodhoufe,  whofe  arms  are  yet  remaining  over 
the  weft  fide  of  the  outer  gate.  It  was  the  feat  of  that  family 
in  the  time  of  Sir  John  Woodhoufe,  late  recorder,  after  which 
it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  attorney  of  this 
town ;  but  on  his  death,  became  the  property  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  It  was  rebuilt  again  in  the  prefent  century,  and 
ferved  for  the  reception  of  the  Judges  during  the  aftizes.  Mr, 

Blomefield 
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Blomefield  faw  here  a  picture  with  thefe  two  lines,  faid  to  be 
compofed  by  Sir  Philip  Woodhoufe. 

Mentem,  membra,  jecur,  fuccendit,  calfacit,  urit. 
Cantibus,  igne,  fide,  mufa,  caminus,  amor. 

This  manfion,  with  fix  acres  of  pafture  ground,  the  whole 
being  freehold,  fubjedl  to  a  rent  of  1  os.  to  the  manor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich,  and  another  of  $d.  to  the  manor  of  Thetford,  was 
upon  fale  in  1778,  with  the  manor  of  Downham,  See.  be¬ 
longing  to  the  late  Mr.  Wright. 


This  coat  was  carved  upon  the  fell  of  a  window  taken 
down  at  Mr.  Wright’s  houfe  in  Thetford,  oppofite  to  the  old 
Crofs  Keys,  1733.  I  imagine  it  to  have  belonged  to  Thomas 
harkey  re£!or  of  St.  Peter’s  from  1374  to  1396.  The  name 
often  occurs  in  old  writings. 

In  the  Dolphin  alehoufe  was  a  good  unknown  portrait  of 
a  man  in  his  hair,  peaked  beard,  with  flafhed  lleeves.  At  one 
corner  AN°  1621,  iET.SViE.  46.  At  the  other  thefe  arms, 
A.  2  bars  G.  on  the  upper  a  crefcent  O.  in  chief  a  mullet.  Q. 
Freeman  or  Kenton. 


N  n  2 


Repre- 
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Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  for  the  Burgh  of  Thetford. 
Edw.VI.  i  546,  a  John  Brend,  Richard  Hay  don  (or  Hey  don)  efq; 


I55H 
Mary,  1553, 

i554> 
P.  Sc  M.  1 55  5. 

15s6) 

Eliz.  1558) 

1563, 

157°, 

IS7I, 

1585, 

1586, 

1589, 

1593* 

I597> 

1601, 

Jam.  I.  1603, 
1614. 
1620, 
1623, 

Gha.  I.  1625, 

* 

1625, 


John  Clere,  Henry  Northey. 

William  Hunfton,  efq;  Robert  Drury,  efq; 
Robert  Drury,  efq;  Nicholas  Rokewood. 

Edward  Clere  efq;  W alter  Haddon,  efq; 
Edward  Gafcoign,  Thomas  Poley. 

Sir  Richard  Fulmerflon,  knt.  Edward  Clere,  efq; 
Philip  Appleyard,  gent.  Thomas  Huggan,gent. 
c  William  Fulmerfton,  efq;  Thomas  Colby,  efq; 
Edward  Eden,  mayor,  Robert  Whitney,  efq; 

Sir  Roger  Woodhoufe,  knt.  Thomas  Poley,  efq; 
Bartholomew  Kemp,  efq;  Richard  Stubbe,  efq; 
Charles  Chute,  efq;  Baffingbourn  Gawdy,  efq; 
John  Crofts,  efq;  Philip  Gawdy,  efq; 

Henry  Warner,  efq;  Thomas  Knevet,  efq; 

Sir  Baffingbourn  Gawdy,  knt.  SirW.Padye,knt. 

Sir  T.  Holland,  knt.  FramlinghamGawdie,  efq; 
Framlingham  Gawdie,efq;  Drew  Drewrye,  efq; 
Sir  Robert  Cotton,  knt.  Sc  bart.  Framlingham 
Gawdie,  efq; 

dSir  John  Hobart,  knt.  Sc  bart.  Framlingham 
Gawdy,  efq; 


a  This  burgh  was  never  fummoned  before :  the  return  was  made  by  the  mayor 
to  the  fheriff  of  Norfolk.  Here  are  31  voters,  the  mayor,  10  burgeiTes,  and 
20  common-council. 

b  Sir  Edward  Clere  of  Rlickling,  who  married  Frances,  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  ferved  in  parliament  for  Thetford.  Baronet,  vol.  II. 
p.  272. 

c  In  his  place  deceafed  Valentine  Browne,  knt. 

d  Of  Blickling,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas. 

1627, 
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1627,  Sir  Henry  Spiller,  knt.  Edward  Moundeford,  efq; 

1639,  Sir  Thomas  Woodhoufe,  knt.  8c  bart.  Frarn- 

lingham  Gawdy,  efq; 

1640,  Sir  Thomas  Woodhoufe,  knt.  8c  bart.  Fram- 

lingham  Gawdy,  efq; 

Cha.II.  1660,  Sir  Philip  Woodhoufe,  bart.  Robert  Paflon,  efq;e 
1661,  Sir  Allen  Appefly,  knt.  William  Gawdy  efq; 

1678,  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon, knt.  Wm.  Harbord,  efq; 

1679,  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  knt.  Wm.  Harbord,  efq; 
Jam.  II.  168  5,  Henry  Heveningham, efq;  S  Wm.  De  Grey,  efq; 
W.8cM.  1689,  Sir  Francis  Guybon,  knt.  John  Trenchard,  fer- 

jeant  at  law. 

1690,  Hon.  William  Harbord,  efq; h  Sir  Francis 
Guybon,  knt. 

-  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  knt.  Adam  Felton,  efq; 

[Double  return,  the  laft  being  taken  off.] 
Wm.III.1695,  Sir  John  Woodhoufe,  bart.  'Sir  Jofeph  Wil¬ 
liamfon,  knt. 

1698,  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  kntk.  James  Sloane,  efq; 

1700,  Sir  John  Woodhoufe,  bart.  1  Sir  Jofeph  Wil¬ 

liamfon,  knt. 

170 1,  Sir  John  Woodhoufe,  bart.  Sir  Thomas  Han- 

mer,  bart. 

'  v 

c  Sir  Robert  Pafton,  burgefs  in  parliament  for  Thetford,  was  the  very  perfon 
that  put  it  to  vote,  what  day  fhould  be  fet  for  liis  majefty’s  reftoration.  See  the 
poftfcript  to  his  funeral  fermon  printed  at  London  1683. 
f  The  printed  catalogue  calls  him  Sir  Charles  Gawdy. 

s  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  the  recorder  was  elected  burgefs  with  William  De 
Grey,  efq;  but  Heveningham  the  mayor,  would  not  return  Sir  Jofeph,  but  re¬ 
turned  himfelf;  there  was  a  petition  and  difpute,  whether  the  jreemen  ox  floor 
(as  they  call  them)  or  the  feled  body  of  the  corporation,  had  the  right  to  eled 
burgelfes,  and  it  appeared  that  the  feled  body  eleded  before  the  charter. 
h  In  his  place  chofen  at  Lanceflon,  Baptift  May,  efq; 

1  In  his  place  chofen  at  Rochefter,  James  Sloane,  elq; 
k  In  his  place  chofen  at  Rochefter,  Charles  Lord  Pafton. 

1  In  his  place  chofen  at  Rochefter,  Thomas  Hanmer,  efq; 


Anne. 
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Anne.  1702, 
I7°5? 

1708, 

1710, 

1713* 

Geo.  I.  1714, 
1722, 
Geo.  II.  1727, 

x735? 

1740, 
1 747) 

17  54) 
Geo.  III.  1761, 

1768, 

1774) 


Robert  Benfon,  efq;  Edmund  m  Sloane,  efq; 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  bart. 11  Sir  John  Wood- 
houfe,  bart. 

Thomas  De-Grey,  efq;  Robert  Baylis,  efq; 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  bart. 0  Dudley  North,  efq; 
Sir  William  Barker,  bart.  Dudley  North,  efq; 
Sir  William  Barker,  bart.  Dudley  North,  efq; 
John  Ward,  efq;  Dudley  North,  efq; 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  (of  Gillingham)  bart. 
Robert  Jacombe,  efq  P; 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  (of  Gillingham)  bart.  the 
Hon.  Charles  Fitz-Roy. 

Hon .  Charles  Fitzroy.  Lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy . 
Charles  Fitzroy  Scudamore,  Lord  Henry 
Reauclerk. 

The  fame. 

Hon.  Henry  Seymour  Conway.  Hon.  Aubrey 
Beau  clerk. 

The  fame.  John  Drummond,  efq. 

Lord  Peterfhamd.  Hon.  Charles  Fitzroy. 


m  In  Jacombe’s  place  deceafed,  the  honourable  Charles  Fitz-Roy. 

R  The  printed  catalogue  fays  Edmund  Soame . 

0  The  printed  catalogue  fays  Thomas  De  Grey,  efq; 

P  In  his  place  chofen  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  of  Gar- 
boldefham,  bart. 

4  Lord  Peterfham  not  taking  his  feat,  the  honourable  Charles  Fitzroy  Scu¬ 
damore  was  eleded  in  his  (lead. 
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CHAP.  XXL 

OF  THE  COINS  MINTED  AT  THETFORD. 

THERE  is  no  notice  taken  in  Domefday  of  a  mint  at 
Thetford,  tho’  the  great  number  of  coins  bearing  the 
name  of  this  town,  and  (truck  fince  the  reign  of  Athelftan, 
foie  monarch  of  England,  by  whofe  edict  9  2  8,  the  place  of 
coinage,  as  well  as  the  monetarius’s  name  was  to  be  impreffed, 
fufficiently  evince  that  a  mint  exifted  there  from  the 
reign  of  Edgar  to  that  of  Henry  the  Second  inclufive,  but  of 
its  long  continuance,  or  of  the  caufes  of  its  difcontinuance 
we  are  ignorant. 

As  Thetford  was  the  capital  of  the  Eaft  Anglian  kingdom, 
if  any  money  was  (truck  by  the  kings  of  that  province,  there 
is  the  greateft  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  were  coined  in  that 
city.  Four  pieces  are  engraved  in  the  plate,  which  certainly 
were  the  property  of  two  of  the  kings,  Athelftan  and 
Eadmund  the  martyr. 

The  three  firft  coins  belong  to  fEthelftan,  of  which  name 
there  were  two  at  no  great  diftance  of  time ;  JEthelftan  the  foil 
of  Ethelwulf  the  fecond  foie  monarch,  created  by  his  father 
anno  836,  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  and  JEthelJlan  the  Dane, 
fo  named  by  Alfred  at  his  baptilm,  anno  878  ;  and  to  which 
of  thefe  princes  the  coins  in  queftion  belong  is  doubtful.. 

No.  I.  E.THELSTANI.  Rev.  TORHTHELM. 

NO.  2.  ETHELSTANI.  Rev.-  EADHDTH  MOIE 
No.  3.  edelstan.  Rev.  eadndd  mo. 

No.  4.  belongs  to  Edmund  called  the  Martyr ,  and  reads 
EADMUND  REX.  Rev.  EADWALD  MOIT. 

No*. 
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No.  5.  EDGR  REX  ANGLOR.  Rev.  tELFGAR  MO.  THEOTF. 

In  this  coin  the  a  in  Edgar  is  wanting. 

No*  6,  7,  8,  belong  to  Etbelred ,  and  have  different  types  both 
on  the  obverfe  and  reverie. 

No.  6,  has  on  the  reverfe  ^eadgar  mo.  theot. 

No.  7.  osbern  mo.  theo. 

No.  8.  BYRNIRIC  MO.  THEOD.  CRVX. 

Edmund  Ironjide . 

No.  9.  EADMUND  REX  ANGLOR.  ReV.  TVDRED.  ON  THEOT. 

The  three  next  are  coins  of  Canute ,  all  of  different  types, 
but  of  the  fame  place. 

No.  10.  cnut.  reex  Rev.  elfFine  on  theo.  Keder  No.  140. 
No.  11.  -  -  Rev.  tidred  on  theot. 

No.  12.  CNUT.  REX  ANGLOR.  Rev.  SELPIN  ON  THEOTFO. 

No.  13.  Harold I.  harold  rex  i.  Rev.  brunstan  on  theotf. 
The  five  following  are  different  types  of  the  Confejfor ,  and  read 
No.  14.  EADpRD  REX  ANGLORV.  Rev.  BLACERE  ON  THEOT. 

The  crofs  and  martlets  ;  commonly  called  this  king’s  arms. 
No.  15.  edFard  r.  Rev.  stircol  on  theotf. 

No.  16.  eadFard  an.  re.  Rev.  octele  on  theot. 

No.  17.  EDfARD  RE.  ReV.  ESIMUND  ON  THEOD. 

No.  18.  edFerd  re.  Rev.  scula  on  theotf. 

No.  19.  Harold  II.  harold  rex  angl.  Rev.  pax.  thurgod 

ON  THEOT. 

To  thele  of  the  Saxon  kings  may  be  added  the  following 


from  Keder. 

Aethelred  man  a  mo  o  deod.  Keder  39 

EADJ7ERD  MO  DEOT.  73 

EADJ70LD  MO  DEOD’  75 

EODpTNE  MO  DEOD.  I  40 

Canute  svnolf  mo  deo.  178 
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The  next  four  are  the  property  of  William  the  Conqueror ,  and 

of  different  types. 

No.  20.  pILLEMU.  REX  A.  ReV.  CIURIC  ON  THEOTFO r. 

No.  21.  pILLEMUS  REX.  ReV.  GODRIC  ON  THEOT. 

No.  22.  plLLEMU.  REX  A.  Rev.  GODRIC  ON  THEOTFO. 

No.  23.  plLLEM.  REX  ANGLO.  Rev.  JESBEARN  ON  THEOT. 

No.  24.  Henry  /.  henri  re.  Rev.  godric  on  thtfr. 

No.  25.  Henry  II.  henri  r.  ang.  Rev.  allem  on  tetfo. 

HENRICVS  REX  AN.  RE..  AS.  .TN... ON  TET  s. 

1158.  5  Hen.  II.  the  mintmaffers  of  Thetford  paid  five 
marks  to  the  king11;  and  14  of  the  fame  reign,  William,  foil 
of  Derewald,  and  William  of  Wullewood,  mintmalfers  of 
Thetford,  paid  five  marks  and  a  half  in  part  of  the  aid  of  40 
marks  which  the  burgeffes  paid  to  the  king  to  marry  his 
daughter  Maud  to  Henry  duke  of  Saxony. 

3  John,  there  were  four  mint- matters  in  Thetford  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  Pipe  roll u. 

From  the  death  of  Henry  II.  no  coins  have  appeared  from 
the  mint  at  Thetford. 

Between  1650  and  1672,  feveral  tradefmen  ftruck  tokens, 
of  which  fort  four  are  engraven  at  the  bottom  of  the  plate. 

Saxon  coins  found  at  Thetford  : 

iEBELREDE  ANGLO  REX.  Rev.  BYRN1R1E  MO  BEOD. 

BURGRED.  ENRED  MONETA. 

- - —  BEAGIA  MONETA. 

jETHELST AN.  ODA,  MONETES. 

edward  Confeffor.  walther  on  lunde.' 

HAROLD.  M„  EREIC  ON  NORBplC. 

Britifh. 

tasc.  found  at  Icklingham. 

r  See  Soc.  of  Ant.  Coins,  PI.  I.  7. 

5  Ibid.  Supplement,  PI.  I.  6. 

1  Mag.  Pair.  Pip.  t;  Hen.  II.  Norf.  and  Suff.  Madox  Hift.  Exch.p.  151.  410. 
u  Et  in  defaicatione  quatuor  monetariorum  de  Tefford  4  lib. 

O  o 
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WRITERS  AND  NATIVES. 


AMONG  the  few  writers  which  this  town  hath  given 
birth  or  name  to,  are  Richard  of  Thetford,  monk 
here,  a  learned  divine  and  famous  preacher.  He  wrote 
Jisdd  a  treatife  De  Modo  Mendicandi ,  now  in  Benet  college  library, 
Cambridge,  K.  xvn.  beginning  Quoniam  emulatores  ejiis ,  8cc» 
He  is  not  mentioned  by  bifhop  Tanner. 

Jeffery  de  Rocherio,  prior  of  St.  Mary’s,  began  the 
hiftory  of  his  houfe,  but  died  about  1:70,  before  he  could 
finifh  it.  The  original  is  in  Benet  college  library,  and  great 
part  of  it  left  ruled  for  writing  on. 

John  Brame,  monk  of  this  abbey,  in  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  wrote  or  tranflated  from  Latin  and  French,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  treatifes,  all  bound  together,  in  Benet  college  li¬ 
brary,  in  4to.  I.  x. 

1.  “  Hifioria  Wakkei  quondam  Norfolchiae  Sc  Suffolchiae 
regis  eximii,  de  Gallis  Sc  Anglis  verbis  in  Latinum  tranflata. 

u  Ex  praefatione  verum  fi  cui  forfan  libet  tranllatoris  agni- 
tionem  percipere,  literas  capitales  hujus  operis  aureas  fibil- 
licando  perfpiciat,  quarum  afenfu  nomen,  ordo,  vel  patria 
lucide  infpicienti  verfu  inveniente  patefiet.” 


Thefe 


OF  THETFORD. 


283- 

Thefe  initials  in  gold  form  this  verfe : 

De  :  Thetford  :Monachus  :  Bramus  :  edidit  :  ista  : 

Johannes. 

This  fabulous  hiftory,  of  which  a  fpecimen  may  be  feen 
in  the  appendix,  introduces  the  Normans  and  Saracens  among 
the  Britons. 

2.  “  Motiva  exhortatoria  quare  capella  virgin  is  gloriofse  in 
parte  aquilonari  monafterii  monachorum  Thetfordiae  per  prio- 
rem  ejufdem  loci  extiterat  conftrudta.” 

3.  “  Epiftola  Willielmi  eccleiiae  St.  Mariae  de  Merlefham 
mini  ft  ri  qualiter  fandtae  reliquiae  in  capite  fupradidlae  imaginis 
repertae  ad  Thetfordenfe  monafterium  pervenerint.” 

4.  “  Ghronologia  rerum  memorabilium  ab  incarnatione 
verbi  ad  an.  1399.” 

Among  the  perfons  born  at,  or  named  from,  this  antient 
town,  I  meet  with  the  following : 

Alwin  de  Bedford  occurs  in  Domefday  tit.  Hales  x.  He  owned 
Snarefhill  at  the  furvey7. 

Thurjiin  de  Tedfort  occurs  in  Snarefhill2. 

Andrew  'Thetford ,  gent,  prefented  Henry  Webb  to  the  vi¬ 
carage  of  Keteringham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  1576,  and 
on  his  refignation  Robert  Grey  was  prefented  by  Thomas  Thet¬ 
ford,  efq.  and  in  1591,  Robert  Jackler  by  ditto,  and  Richard 
Parker,  1602,  by  Thomas  Thetford  a.  They  had  a  manor 
at  Saxthorp  b. 

*  Blomef.  IV.  240. 

y  lb.  1.  198. 

2  lb. 

a  lb.  III.  59. 

b  lb.  703. 
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The  family  of  Thetfords  owned  a  manor  in  Heveningham 
from  1493  to  1628°.  Mr.  Blomefield  deduces  them  from 
Alwin  before  mentioned,  and  fays  their  arms  are  Az.  three 
lions  palfant  guardant  Arg.  or  Erm  G. 

In  Burnham  Overy  church  yard,  upon  a  head  Rone  by  the 
porch : 

Here  lieth  ye  Body 
Of  Elizebeth  Theattford 
who  departed  this 
Life  ye  21  day  of  Aprill 
in  ye  Year  of  our  Lord. 

1719.  Aged  80  Yeares. 

Thomas  Boteler,  of  Thetford,  efq;  was  defcended  of  the 
Botelers  at  Watton  Wood-hall,  Herts,  being  fon  of  Francis  the 
1  ith  Ion  of  Sir  Philip,  commonly  called  Le  grand.  His  fon 
Thomas  was  remarkable  for  his  activity,  for,  though  fix  feet 
high,  he  would  if  and  upright  on  the  faddle  of  a  horfe  on  full 
fpeed,  and  take  a  handkerchief  off  the  ground  with  his  hand 
without  flopping .  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  was  lame 
with  the  fciatica  20  years  before  his  death,  which  happened 
here  in  1637,  and  was  buried  at  Watlington  in  Norfolk, 
leaving  fix  fons  and  one  daughter.  Robert  his  third  fon  died 
of  a  furfeit  by  eating  nuts  Auguil  15,  1657. 

In  the  fchool-houfe  here  was  born,  in  1696,  Mr.  Thomas 
Martin,  his  father  being  rector  of  Livermore  in  this  county. 
He  was  bred  an  attorney,  and  having  married  the  widow  of 
Peter  le  Neve,  efq;  Norroy  king  at  arms,  became  poffeffed  of 
his  noble  collection  of  Britiih  topographical  antiquities,  to  which 
he  was  continually  making  additions.  On  his  death,  March  7, 
1771,  at  Palgrave  in  Suffolk,  where  he  had  refided  many 

c  lb  III.  619. 
d  lb.  I.  464. 
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years,  his  whole  collection  was  bought  for  600I.  by  Mr. 
Worth,  chymift  of  Dils,  who  immediately  fold  the  library 
of  printed  books  to  bookl'ellers  at  Norwich  (many  having  been 
before  fold  by  Martin  himfelf  to  Thomas  Payne  in  London), 
the  greater  and  leffer  curiofities  by  auction  at  Difs,  and  the 
MSS.  in  two  auctions  at  London,  1773,  and  1774.  Mr. 
Ives  of  Yarmouth,  Suffolk  herald,  bought  fome  of  the  moft 
valuable  MSS.  as  did  alfo  John  Fenn,  efq;  of  Dereham.  Many 
of  thole  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  are  in  the  hands  of  the  rev. 
Sir  John  Cullum,  bart.  of  Hardwicke,  near  Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 
Mr.  Martin  could  write  almoif  any  hand  with  the  greateff 
neatnefs  and  accuracy,  and  was  a  tolerable  draughtfman. 
He  died  poor,  having  been  little  attentive  to  frugality  and 
fobriety;  but  left  behind  him  the  character  of  an  honeff 
man.  Mr.  Ives  caufed  to  be  engraved  a  portrait  of  him  hold¬ 
ing  an  urn. 

Mr.  Blomefield,  the  Norfolk  antiquary,  was  educated  in 
Thetford  free-fchool,  above  ten  years,  under  the  rev.  Mr.  John 
Price,  curate  of  St.  Cuthbert,  fequeffrator  of  St.  Peter’s,  rector  of 
Santon,  Norfolk,  and  Honnington,  Suffolk,  who  died  Feb.  27, 
1736,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Cuthbert’s  church-yard,  dole  by  the 
middle  buttrefs  of  the  fouth  aile  wall  under  a  ftone  uninfcribed. 
His  grateful  fcholar  has  recorded  him  as  “a  man  of  found  learn- 
tc  ing,  great  eloquence,  an  excellent  preacher,  difcreet  mailer, 
“  agreable  companion,  and  true  friend,  and,  above  all,  of 
(C  unlimited  charity  to  the  poor  and  diflreffed.”  e 
"  I  meet  with  the  following  arms  on  the  feals  of  inhabitants 
of  Thetford: 

John  Aleyn,  2  R.  II.  a  faltire  beteen  4.  .  . 

Robert  Gabon,  4  R.  If.  a  Gothic  G.  crowned. 

John  Ruffel,  8  R.  II.  Barre  of  12  a  bend. 

c  Hill,  of  Norf.  I.  41 6. 
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Edmund  Hyppurth,  7  E.  IV.  The  wolf  holding  St.  Ed¬ 
mund’s  head,  and  round  him,  Hie ,  hie,  hie . 

Edmund  Veyfey,  7  E.  IV.  Veyfey  over  a  Gothic  E. 

John  Harneys,  34  H.  VI.  two  bends. 

In  a  deed  of  2  R.  II.  occurs  a  way  here  called  Weymerjiy . 

Of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton  frequent  mention  has  been  made 
in  the  courfe  of  this  hiilory.  He  was  marfhal  of  the  King’s 
Bench  in  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  as  appears  by  an  original 
grant  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Le  Neve,  from  Thomas  duke  of  Nor- 
folk,  of  that  office  to  Thomas  Gaudy,  efq.  of  Gaudy  Hall, 
fon  of  Thomas  Gaudy,  ferjeant  at  law,  deceafed,  dated 

Nov.  25,  4  Eliz.  He  married  Alice  - ,  by  whom  he 

had  a  daughter  Frances,  aged  at  his  death  28  years,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Edmund  Ciere,  efq.  who  in  her  right  became  heir 
of  Sir  Richard’s  great  poflelfions.  Sir  Richard  died  Feb.  3, 
9  Eliz.  1566*,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  church  here, 
where  fee  his  tomb.  His  will  was  dated  Jan.  23,  the  fame 
year.  The  writ  of  Diem  Claufit  Extremum  was  tefted  at  W eft- 
mi  nfier,  Feb.  10,  9  ElizS. 

I  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  his  pofieffions  as  taken 
after  his  deceafe,  lo  far  as  they  had  any  relation  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  houfes  in  the  burgh  of  Thetford. 

Edmund  Afhfiekl,  efq.  efeheator  to  queen  Elizabeth  for 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  by  his  inquifition  taken  at  Thetford, 
Odt.  13,  in  the  above  year,  finds  that  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton 
died  feifed  of  the  demelnes  and  manor  of  Thetford,  with  the 
leets  and  all  rights  thereto  belonging  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 

f  MS.  W.fol.  54. 

s  Sir  Gilbert  Dethick,  by  patent  dated  July  15,  2  and  3  Philip  and  Mary, 
granted  to  Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  knt.  this  coat.  O.  on  a  fefs  Az.  a  rofe  be¬ 
tween  two  garbs,  G.  between  three  fea  mews  Az.  beaked  and  membered  G. 
Crefl,  a  goat’s  head  erazed  Az.  plated  A.  horned  and  bearded  O.  holding  in 
his  mouth  an  eglantine  branch  Vert,  flowered  Arg. 
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except  the  tolls  of  markets,  and  of  Thetford  and  Brandon- 
ferry  bridges. 

Sir  Edward  Clere  and  Frances  his  wife,  after  the  death  of 
Sir  Richard,  made  the  following  claims  : 

One  orchard  and  a  clofe  in  St.  Audry’s  parifh,  and  fix 
acres  of  land  in  feveral  parifhes  in  Thetford  ;  arable  land  in 
the  fields  of  Thetford  and  Kilverfton;  Caftle  Meadow,  and 
tithe  of  hay ;  redtories  of  St.  Trinity,  St.  Cuthbert,  and  St. 
Andrew. 

CANONS. 

Houfe  and  fcite  of  the  church  of  St.  Sepulchre,  with  fac, 
foe,  toll,  them,  and  infangethef,  churches,  and  tithes  to 
the  fame  belonging  ;  one  foldcourfe  in  circuit  two  miles ; 
pafture  for  340  fheep  in  Bowdfling,  8ec.  pafture  for  fheep 
in  Weftwick  ;  arable  land  called  the  Common  Field,  South 
Field,  Bottom  Field,  in  Thetford  and  Elveden ;  paftures 
and  meadows  there. 

Free  warrens,  fiflieries,  fwanneries  ;  all  the  commons, 
turbaries,  breweries,  late  belonging  to  the  canons ;  com¬ 
monage  for  1 2  cows  and  a  bull,  horfes,  and  hogs. 

D  o  m  u  s  Dei. 

In  Weftwick,  166  acres  of  arable  land  in  feveral  pieces, 
and  a  foldcourfe;  in  Croxton,  167  acres,  and  two  fold- 
courfes,  all  of  clear  yearly  value  15I.  os.  8d.  held  of  the 
queen  in  capite,  by  the  fervice  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee  and  thirty-one  yearly. 

NUNS. 

Five  acres  of  meadow  held  as  above,  the  fcite  of  the  houfe 
of  the  late  nuns,  with  all  lands,  filheries,  and  free  war¬ 
ren 
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ren  in  thofe  lands,  containing  by  eftimation  100  acres,  li¬ 
berty  of  foldcourfe,  and  four  oxgangs  of  land,  and  half  a 
carucate ;  liberty  for  30  fheep  in  the  pafture  of  the  monks, 
belonging  to  the  nuns  in  Thetford  and  Weftwick,  held  if 
capite  by  the  fervice  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight’s  fee, 
rent  4s.  4d.  real  value  43s.  4d.  rent  bluing  to  the  nuns  out 
of  the  Chriftopher  10s.  tenement  in  Trinity  parifh,  Reymond 
fireet,  1 1  acres  of  land  in  feveral  pieces  in  Magdalen  field  ; 
one  tenement  in  St.  Mary’s  parifh,  with  a  ciofe ;  a  tenement 
called  the  Dolphin  ;  two  tenements  and  a  ciofe  in  the  parifhes 
of  the  Trinity  and  St.  Mary;  alfo  another  tenement  in  the 
fame  parifhes :  thofe  are  held  in  the  fame  manner  with  Thet¬ 
ford  manor,  value  5s.  the  Alder-carr  on  the  eafi:  fide  of  the 
nuns  houfe,  and  3d.  j  rent,  clear  value  ns.  id. 

FRIARS  PREACHERS. 

The  fcite  thereof,  and  two  acres  of  land  inclofed,  held 
by  the  fame  tenure,  rent  5  ^d.  clear  yearly  value  4s.  yd. 

FRIARS  AUGUSTINE  S. 

The  houfe  and  fcite  of  the  priory  of  the  late  Friars  Auflins, 
in  length  200  feet,  in  breadth  33  by  eftimation,  and  one 
acre  inclofed  with  a  fione  wall. 

MONKS. 

In  Rarnham  10  acres  and  St.  John’s  chapel ;  alfo  one  piece 
of  land,  yearly  rent  io|d.  held  by  the  fame  tenure,  real 
value  1  8s.  11  ^d.  St.  Giles’s,  tithes  and  profits;  all  lands  and 
tithes  belonging  to  Domus  Dei,  granted  to  the  canons  by  Henry 
i-twi  of  Lancafter;  Tolbootlre  tolls;  all  the  tithes  of  the  impro¬ 
priated 
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priated  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  corn,  hay,  wool,  fheep, 
lambs,  and  calves,  which  the  canons  had  in  the  premifes;  Judy’s 
meadow,  Broad  meadow,  Lord’s  qaeadow,  with  the  fiflieries,  value 
19s.  Caftle-yard,  value  10s.  three  meadows  by  Dofs  Crofs, 
value  yearly  33s.  ten  acres  value  5s.  Caftle  meadow  20s.  Fifty 
Penny  meadow  13s.  4d.  the  fens  and  calkpit  garden  2 s.  8d« 
fcite  of  St.  Margaret’s  chapel,  and  one  acre  of  pafture  near  it  ; 
Earl’s  barns,  and  30  acres  of  land,  and  Bi (hop’s  mill,  4I. 
13s.  4d.  the  fiflieries  and  meadow  thdfeto  belonging ;  Mel- 
ford  mill,  with  all  rights  and  tithes,  4I.  10s.  Spigot  meadow 
3s.  4d.  Magdalen  fair,  barn,  chapel  fcite,  and  25  acres  of 
land,  held  as  before,  value  30s.  the  manor  and  warren  of 
Snarefhill,  with  the  meadows  and  paftures  thereto  belonging; 
Snare  (hill  yard  ;  Whittle  yard,  and  a  meadow  containing 
live  acres,  late  the  nuns’,  with  the  fiflieries,  Sec.  which  ma¬ 
nor  or  warren  of  Snarefhill  lies  next  the  river  from  Bre- 
tenham  to  Thetford,  and  thence  by  the  old  river  towards 
Bernham  in  Suffolk,  and  by  that  river  to  Calford  bridge, 
where  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  are  divided,  and  adjoins  by  the  old 
bounds  to  Ru Alford  lands ;  alfo  one  meffuage,  two  cottages, 
three  tofts,  two  watermills,  100  acres  of  land,  80  of  mea¬ 
dow,  32  of  pafture,  1300  of  furze  and  heath,  60  of  marfh; 
feveral  fiflieries  in  Snarefhill,  Thetford,  and  Croxton  ;  alfo 
tithes  of  corn,  hay,  wool,  lambs,  See.  clear  yearly  value  20L 

All  thofe  capital  meffuages  or  houfes,  See.  in  Croxton, 
called  the  chapel  houfes,  with  the  lands  thereto  belonging ; 
friars  barns,  with  arable  lands  in  Croxton,  chapel  liberties  of 
foldcourfes,  value  yearly  1  ol.  alfo  Sibton  grounds,  and  Cote 
grounds,  and  the  lands  ufed  with  them  in  Croxton,  Thet¬ 
ford,  Stanford,  Wretham,  See. 

The  tithes  of  Cote  and  Sibton  grounds,  late  belonging  to 
the  monaftery  of  Sibton,  and  to  the  monaftery  of  Thetford, 
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clear  value  4I*  yearly  ;  El  veden  manor  261.13s.  2d.  Monks - 
hall  and  Stanes,  and  Largent’s  tenement,  and  Elveden  church, 
late  belonging  to  Rufh worth  college,  value  29I. 

Several  filheries  in  Thetford ;  hofpital  tithes ;  feveral  ar¬ 
ticles  more,  viz.  in  Calkwood  20s.  in  Rickinghall  30  acres, 
two  in  Forneet  value  as.  Rofe’s  field  403.  16  acres  in  Ferf- 
field  and  Briflingham.  All  which,  Sir  Richard  Fulmer- 
Ron,  knt.  difpofed  of  by  his  will,  and  they  were  claimed 
by  Sir  Edward  Clere  and  Frances  his  wife. 

Sir  Edward  Clere  was  fon  of  Sir  John  Clere,  of  Ormefby, 
knt.  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  Clere,  by  Alice,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Sir  William  Eoleyn.  His  tomb  of  alabafter  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  of  Blickling  church,  which 
manor  formerly  belonged  to  his  family,  has  round  it  the 
undermentioned  coats h,  which  form  a  regular  fuccefiion  of 
this  family  from  the  Conqueft. 

He 

*•  * 

k  At  the  head,  on  the  north  fide,  the  coat  of  Clere  or  Cleremont,  O.  on  a 
fefs  G.  three  eaglets  ;  Creft,  five  oftrich  feathers  A.  in  a  ducal  coronet,  and 
underneath  written  <e  Cleremont .  He  affifted  William  duke  of  Normandy  that 
conquered  England,  anno  1066.  The  lord  Clarrey,  who  married  the  daughter 
of  Godfrey  earl  of  Patelef  Clere  impaling  O.  3  fpear  heads  S. 

Their  fon  Edmund  Clarrey,  alias  Clere,  married  Maud,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Martell ,  and  came  over  with  the  Conqueror.  Clere  impaling  G.  three 
hammers  O. 

John  his  heir  married  Amy  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Amberficld,  efq.  Clere 
impaling  A.  a  chief  indented  G.  and  three  annulets  counterchanged. 

William  his  heir  married  Julian  the  daughter  of  Richard  Molyns  ;  Clere 
impaling  Paly  wavy  O.  and  G. 

Nicholas  his  heir  married  Amabelie,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William  de 
Ormefby ,  knt.  Clere  quartering  G.  a  bend  compone  between  fix  crofs  crofslets 
fitche  A.  or,  a  bend  compone  A.  and  Az.  which  fhould  not  be,  but  impaled 
by  this  man,  and  quartered  as  afterward. 

William  his  heir  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Sneck ,  knt. 
Clere  quartering  Ormesby  and  impaling  G.  a  fefs  O.  on  a  label  of  three  points 
Ermine  and  Sable. 

'  Robert  his  heir  married  Melvin,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Wefllefje ,  knt. 
Argent,  a  chevron  between  fix  crofs  crofslets  fitche,  and  as  many  billets  Sable. 
Clere,  Or  me  i  by  >  and  Sneck,  quartering  Wefllefje* 
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He  was  ftieriff  of  Norfolk  22  Eliz.  1563,  and  member  for 
Thetford  1558.  He  had  two  fons  by  Frances  his  firft  wife, 
and  one  by  a  fecond  wife.  Sir  Edward  Clere,  the  elded:  fon, 
knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael,  was  reduced  by  his  high 
living  to  fpend  mod  of  his  life- in  one  prifon  or  other.  He 
married  fil'd  Margaret  Yaxley,  by  whom  he  had  ifTue  a  fon,  Sir 
Henry  Clere,  bart.  who  died  without  ilTue  male  in  the  life  of 
his  father,  who  having  fpent  his  whole  inheritance,  fold  the 
chief  feat  of  his  family,  Blickling,  to  Sir  Henry  Hobart,  lord 
chief  judice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Thetford  monad ery, 

Nicholas  his  heir  married  Model,  daughter  of  Robert  Somerton ,  efq.  Clere 
quartering  Ormejby ,  Snecke ,  and  Wejilefs,  and  impaling  O.  on  a  chevron  be¬ 
tween  three  lions  heads  erafed  Gules,  as  many  roundels  Sable. 

Robert  his  heir  married  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Filthy,  knt.  Clere  quartered 
as  before,  impaling  Argent  an  efcutcheon  in  anorle  of  martlets  Gules. 

William  his  heir  married  Dionyfia,  daughter  of  Sir  William  JVytchinghamy 
knt.  whofe  heritage  grew  partable.  Clere  impaling  Ermine  on  a  chief  S. 
three  croffes  patee  O. 

John  his  heir  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  Branch ,  knt.  Clere 
quartering  Ormejby ,  Sneck ,  IVeJllefs ,  and  Wytchingham ,  and  impaling  Argent  a 
lion  rampant  G.  and  over  all,  a  bendlet  S. 

Robert  his  heir  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Ovydall, 
efq.  Clere  quartering  as  before,  impaling  three  coats  quarterly,  1.  Argent, 
a  crofs  moline  G.  Ovydall ,  2.  G.  a  chevron  Argent  between  three  fleurs  de  lis 
O.  3  as  2.  4  Argent  a  horfe  paffant  S.  trapped,  bridled,  and  fadled  O, 
Rujieyn . 

Sir  Robert  his  heir  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bollen  of 
Blickling,  knt.  Nine  coats  quarterly,  1  Clere ,  2  Ormejby ,  3  Sneck ,  4  Weji¬ 
lefs ,  5  Wytchingham ,  6  Sontertcn ,  7  Ovydall ,  8  quartering  the  fleur  de  lis,  Ovy¬ 
dall,  9  the  horfe  paffant,  impaling  Argent  a  chevron  G.  between  three  bulls 
heads  couped  S.  armed  O. 

.  Sir  John  his  heir  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Eirrel,  knt. 
Argent  two  chevrons  S.  Clere  impaling  A.  a  martlet  for  difference  Az.  and  Clere 
quartering  as  before. 

Sir  Edward,  heir  of  Sir  John,  married  Frances,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
Richard  Fulmerjlon.  Clere  with  the  fame  quarterings,  and  impaling  O.  on  a 
fefs  Az.  between  three  fea  mews  Az.  membered  G.  a  rofe  between  two 
garbs  G. 

From  Le  Neve’s  cohesions  relative  to  the  family  of  Clere. 
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upon  exchange  and  money  to  Mr.  Godfalve  for  Buckingham 
Ferry.  Mr.  Godfalve  afligned  the  monaftery  among  other 
lands  to  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Owen  Shepherd,  and  having  con- 
fumed  all  his  eftate,  went  beyond  fea.  Sir  Edward  Clere 
the  elder’s  two  other  fons  Francis  and  Robert  both  died  with¬ 
out  iifue  ;  fo  that  this  great  and  eminent  family  is  wholly  ex¬ 
tinct,  and  thofe  alfo  of  Fulmerfton,  Godfelve,  and  Smith. 
Sir  Henry  Spelman1  obferves,  that  Sir  Edward  Clere  the  elder 
was  one  of  the  greateft  hunters  by  way  of  concealment  after 
church  goods  and  lands,  of  any  in  his  time,  and  that  fowing 
thofe  unfortunate  pieces  of  new  gotten  cloth  in  the  garment 
of  his  old  inheritance,  the  new  hath  not  only  rent  away  the 
old  garment,  but  the  family  itfelf  to  which  it  was  fewed. 

The  fame  fatality,  he  adds,  attended  all  the  lay  pofteftors  of 
the  monaftery  land  of  Thetford.  The  duke  of  Norfolk’s 
misfortunes,  who  held  thofe  of  the  nunnery,  are  well  known. 
Sir  Richard  Fulmerfton  had  no  iflue  male.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Stephens  had  long  a  long  and  chargeable  fuit  about  Mr.  God- 
falve’s  eftate,  and  fold  the  monaftery  to  Sir  William  Campion, 
who  now  has  it,  but  with  fuit  and  trouble. 

Thomas  Cobbe  of  Haverhill,  butcher,  was  burned  at  Thet* 
ford  for  herefy,  Aug.  12,  1555,  with  Roger  Coo,  James  Ab¬ 
bes,  and  others  k. 

Thetford  gave  title  of  vilcount  to  Sir  Henry  Rennet ,  fo 
created  by  Charles  II,  in  the  1  6th  year  of  his  reign,  1663,  for 
his  attachment  to  his  father’s  interefts.  He  was  at  the  fame 
time  created  earl  of  Arlington ,  and  died  in  1685,  leaving 
an  only  daughter,  Ifabella  married  1672  to  Henry  Fitz~Roy, 
fecond  duke  of  Grafton,  grandfather  of  the  prefent  duke,  who 
is  alfo  earl  of  Arlington  and  Eufton,  vilcount  Thetford  and 
Ipfwich,  Sec.  Sec. 

1  Hi  (lory  of  Sacrilege,  page  277.  "  Lanquefs  Chronicle. 
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Sir  Joseph  Williamson a,  who  wras  fuch  a  benefactor  to 
Thetford,  was  fon  of  Jofeph  Williamfon,  vicar  of  Bridekirk 
in  Cumberland  from  1625  to  1634.  At  his  fir  ft  fetting  out 
in  life  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  or  fecretary  by  Richard 
Tolfon,  efq;  reprefentative  in  parliament  for  Cockermouth  ; 
and,  when  at  London  with  his  m after,  begged  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  Dr.  Bufby,  that  he  might  be  admitted  into  WeR- 
minfler-fchool,  where  he  made  fuch  improvement  that  the 
mafter  recommended  him  to  the  learned  Dr.  Langbaine,  pro- 
voft  of  Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  who  came  to  the  election  at 
Weftminfter.  He  admitted  him  on  the  foundation,  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  Thomas  Smith  (for  whom  Sir  Jofeph  afterwards 
procured  the  bifhoprick  of  Carlifle),  and  provided  for  him 
at  his  own  expence  ;  and  when  he  had  taken  his  batchelor’s 
degree,  February  2,  i653b,  fent  him  to  France  as  tutor  to 
a  perfon  of  quality.  On  his  return  to  college  he  was  elected 
fellow,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  took  deacon’s  orders.  In  1657  he  was 
created  A.  M.  by  diploma0.  Soon  after  the  restoration  he  was 
recommended  to  Sir  Edward  Nicholas,  and  his  fucceffor  Henry 
earl  of  Arlington,  principal  fecretary  of  Rate,  who  appointed 
him  clerk  or  keeper  of  the  Paper-office  at  Whitehall  (of  which 
he  appointed  Mr.  Smith  deputy),  and  employed  him  in  trans¬ 
lating  and  writing  memorials  in  French;  and  June  24, 
1677,  he  was  fworn  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  council  in  ordi¬ 
nary,  and  knighted.  He  was  under-lecretary  of  Rate  in  1665  ; 
about  which  time  he  procured  for  himfelf  the  writing  of  the 
Oxford  Gazettes  then  newly  fet  up,  and  employed  Charles 
Perrot,  fellow  of  Oriel  College,  who  had  a  good  command  of 

*  Mr.  Hailed  (Kent  I.  495)  Ryles  him  of  Milbeck,  Cumberland. 

b  Wood  Fafti  I.  102. 

c  Wood  Fafti  II.  767,  ift  ed.  < 
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his  pen,  to  do  that  office  under  him  till  1671  In  1678, 
1679,  1698,  1700,  he  reprefented  the  borough  of  Thetford 
in  Parliament.  In  1 68  5,  being  then  recorder  of  Thetford,  he 
Mras  again  ele£led,  but  Heveningham  the  mayor  returned  him- 
felf,  and  on  a  petition  it  appeared  that  the  right  of  election 
was  in  the  fele£t  body  of  the  corporation  before  the  charter  ; 
and  in  1 690  he  loft  his  election  by  a  double  return.  Wood  e 
fays  he  was  a  recruiter  for  Thetford  to  fit  in  that  parliament 
which  began  at  Weftminfter  May  8,  1661. 

At  the  fhort  treaty  of  Cologne,  Sir  Jofeph  was  one  of  the 
Britifh  plenipotentiaries,  with  the  earl  of  Sunderland  and  Sir 
Leolin  Jenkins  and  at  his  return  was  created  LL.D.  June 
27,  1674,  fworn  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  September  1 1,  on 
the  promotion  of  the  earl  of  Arlington  to  the  chamberlainfhip 
of  the  houfholdg,  and  a  privy  counfellor.  November  18, 
1678,  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  by  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  on  a  charge  of  granting  commiffions  and  warrants  to 
popifh  recufants ;  but  he  was  the  fame  day  releafed  by  the 
king,  notwithftanding  an  addrefs  from  the  houfe h.  He 
refigned  his  place  of  fecretary  February  9,  1678,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland ;  who,  if  we  believe  Rapin  *, 
gave  him  £6000  and  500  guineas  to  induce  him  to  refign. 
In  December  that  year  he  married  Catherine  Obrien  baronefe 
Clifton  widow  of  Henry  Lord  Obrien,  who  died  in  Auguft. 
She  was  lifter  and  foie  heirefs  to  Charles  duke  of  Richmond, 

d  Ath.  Ox.  II.  469,  ill  ed. 
e  Fafti  Ox.  II.  197. 

f  Burnet,  Hift.  of  his  Own  Time,  I.  354.  He  tricked  Wicquefort  out  of  fome 
papers  of  Mr.  Howard,  who  held  a  correfpondence  from  England  with  the 
prince  of  Orange,  ib.  3.74. 

g  Rapin  XIV.  53.  Wood  Fafti. 
h  Rapin  ib.  145,  Echard  952. 

*  lb.  171. 
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and  brought  Sir  Jofeph  large  pofleflions  in  Kent  and  elfewhere, 
befides  the  hereditary  ftewardfhip  of  Greenwich.  Some  afcribe 
the  lofs  of  the  fecretary’s  place  to  this  match,  through  the 
means  of  Lord  Danby,.  who  intended  this  lady  for  his  fon 
She  died  November  1702  h  Sir  Jofeph  was  prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society  in  1678  m.  Under  the  year  1674,  Wood 
fays  of  him  that  u  he  had  been  a  great  benefactor  to  his  col¬ 
lege,  and  may  be  greater  hereafter  if  he  think  fit.”  Upon  fome 
Right  ftiewn  by  the  college,  he  had  made  a  will  whereby 
he  had  given  but  little  to  it,  having  difpofed  of  his  intended 
benefaCtion  to  ereCt  and  endow  a  college  at  Dublin,  to  be 
called  Queen’s  college,  the  provofts  to  be  chofen  from  its 
namefake  in  Oxford.  But  foon  after  his  arrival  in  Holland 
1696,  with  Mr.  Smith,  his  godfon  and  fecretary,  (after¬ 
wards,  1730,  provoft  of  Queen’s  college,  Oxford,)  being  feized 
with  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout,  he  fent  for  his  fecretary,  who 
had  before  reconciled  him  to  the  place  of  his  education,  and 
calling  him  to  his  bedfide,  directed  him  to  take  his  will  out  of 
a  drawer  in  the  bureau,  and  infert  a  benefaction  of  ^6000. 
When  this  was  done  and  ready  to  be  executed,  before  the 
paper  had  been  read  to  him,  in  comes  Sir  Jofeph’s  lady.  The 
fecretary,  well  knowing  he  had  no  mind  flie  fhould  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  endeavoured  to  conceal  it ;  and  on  her  afk- 
ing  what  he  had  got  there,  he  anfwered,  nothing  but  news, 
Madam  ;  meaning,  fuch  as  file  was  not  to  know  :  and  by  this 
feafonable  and  ready  turn  prevented  her  further  inquiries. 

Dr.  Lancafter,  the  provoft,  applied  this  benefaction  to¬ 
wards  ereCting  the  fouth-fide  of  the  college.  Sir  Jofeph 

k  Biog.  Brit.  VI.  3737,  n.  H.  exRapirr  VII.  491.  (fed  Q.)  and  Wood  Fafti. 
II.  1 14. 

1  Lodge  Irifh  Peer.  L  2.62. 

®  Wood  Fafti  II.  197, 
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alfo  gave  to  the  library  a  valuable  collection  of  MSS.  efpeci- 
ally  heraldic,  and  memoirs  of  his  foreign  negociations n, 
His  benefactions  to  this  college  in  his  life  time,  and  at  his 
death,  in  plate,  books,  buildings,  and  money,  amounted 
to  ^Sooo.  He  left  by  will  £ 500  to  the  grand-children  of 
his  patron  Dr.  Langbaine  ;  and  to  the  parifh  of  Bridkirk  gilt 
bibles  and  prayer-books,  filver  flaggons  and  chalices,  velvet 
covering  and  rich  linen  for  the  altar  °.  He  was  alfo  a 
benefaCtor  to  the  cloth-workers  company,  of  which  he  had 
been  matter,  and  left  £5000  to  found  a  mathematical  fchool 
for  freemens  fons  at  Rochefter,  which  city  he  had  repre- 
fented  in  1689,  1695,  1698,  1700  P.  He  died  1701,  and 
was  buried  in  Weftminfter  abbey,  in  Henry  VIII’s  chapel  ft, 
feifed  of  the  manors  of  Gravefend  and  Cobham  which  he 
purchafed  r,  the  latter  manor  valued  at  near  ^900  per  ann. s, 
manor  of  E.  and  W.  Chalk  value  £ 200  per  ann. t,  Merfton 
value  per  ann.  £90  u,  all  being  fold  to  pay  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  debts.  Sir  Jofeph,  having  no  iftue  by  his  lady,  limited 
the  third  part  of  his  eftates  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  Jofeph  Hornfby 
his  Reward,  and  Mary  his  wife  ;  but  Mr.  Hornfby  out-living 
her  married  another  Mary,  who  procured  the  intereft  of  the 
above  devife  for  her  own  fon  Richard  Hornfby,  afterwards  of 
Horton  Kirkby,  efcp  whofe  widow  and  children  now  enjoy 
the  profits  of  it  x. 

n  Biog.  Brit.  VI.  p.  3471,  note  a.  Many  of  his  letters  on  (late  affairs  may 
be  feen  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  N*.  1514- — 1523.  Hafted’s  Kent,  I.  495. 

0  Burn’s  Weftm.  and  Cumb.  II.  101.  Wood  Fafti  II.  197. 

p  See  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Rochefter,  8vo.  1772,  p.  226.  Haded 
Kent  I.  496. 

^  In  a  fmall  vault  which  Dart  II.  56.  fuppofcd  that  of  Elizabeth  Cleypole. 

r  Hafted  ib.  440. 

3  Ib.  496. 

*  Ib.  515. 

14  Ib.  523.  s 

*  Ib.  496. 
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running  through  Thetford  from  Melford  bridge  to  Thetford 
bridge,  for  21  years,  at  1  os.  per  annum. 

The  names  of  fuch  fillies  as  are  taken  in  the  riv'ers  in  and 
about  Thetford  : 

The  pike,  jack  or  pickerel  are  caught  in  great  plenty, 
and  of  various  fizes,  from  four  or  five  inches  to  a  yard 
in  length.  They  come  up  in  great  fiioals  upon  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  the  neighbouring  fens  at  Mildenhal],  Meth- 
wold,  Brandon,  See.  Fcur  fcore  of  them  have  been  taken  at 
one  throw  of  a  calling;  net. 

Fine  eels  of  the  white  bellied  fort,  in  gredt  plenty ; 
lampreys,  of  late  the  inhabitants  account  them  poifonous,  es¬ 
pecially  fo  far  as  the  holes  extend  on  either  fide  from  the 
head  ;  feidom  eel  pouts ;  thefe  are  taken  out  of  holes  in  the 
banks  of  the  rivers,  and  are  accounted  very  delicate  and 
wholfome. 

Salmon  and  falmon  trouts  have  been  taken  here  in  great 
plenty,  but  of  late  years  there  has  been  rather  a  Scarcity  of 
them. 

Chevin  or  chub,  a  kind  of  fiili  refembling  a  carp,  but  not 
fo  firm  :  it  grows  as  large  as  the  carp,  and  lies  chiefly  in  holes 
in  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  breeds  in  thefe  waters. 

Perch  are  often  taken  here  by  angling,  carp  Sometimes, 
tench  very  feidom. 

Roach,  dace  or  dare,  and  gudgeons  in  great  plenty. 

Bleak,  a  fmall  fiili  of  a  filver  colour,  fwimming  near  the 
furface  of  the  water,  and  taken  by  anglers  with  an  artifi¬ 
cial  fly. 

Cray  fifh  have  bred  here,  but  of  late  have  been  rather 
Scarce. 

Mufcles  of  the  frefh  water  kind  have  been  taken  in  thefe 
waters. 
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April  7,  1715?  there  was  taken  in  the  river  at  Thetford  a 
hurgeon,  which  weighed  13  hone  10  pound,  and  was  7  feet 
8  inches  long,  and  1  yard  2  inches  about ;  it  had  three  pecks 
of  fpawn  in  it.  Since  that  another  was  taken  above  fix  feet 
long,  weighing  about  1 1  hone. 

The  lah  burgeon  at  Thetford  was  caught  in  April  1737, 
7  feet  8  inches  long,  weight  1 3  hone  1  o  pound  and  a  half,  a 
yard  and  3  inches  about. 

One  of  an  extraordinary  fize  caught  in  the  river  Severn 
March  21,  1719,  being  above  7  .  feet  long,  and  prefented  to 
the  king  as  a  great  rarity,  was  nearly  the  fame  length,  but 
not  fo  heavy. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 
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SOME  echinites  were  found  near  Thetford,  and  freed  from 
the  fliells  in  which  they  were  formed  by  an  ingenious 
artih  in  Norwich,  at  the  requeh  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martin  ;  the 
firh  was  almoh  fmooth  when  freed  from  the  fheli,  only 
covered  with  a  hony  cruh. 

The  fecond  feemed  almoh  like  the  lower  part  of  the  fame 
fihi,  only  more  rough,  in  which  appeared  plainly  the  two 
places  where  the  fifh  took  in  its  nutriments  and  voided  the 
excrement  ;  fuch  openings  are  generally  found  in  all  echinites 
thus  formed. 

The  third  had  on  the  (haded  lide  a  fmooth  part,  and  was  not 

fo 
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fo  eaflly  freed  from  the  fhell  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  except  the 
incruftation. 

J  i-  v/  '  t  -  J  •'  '  ‘  »*-,  .  '  r  • 

The  fourth  was  the  moil  beautiful,  on  account  of  the  flony 
matter  which  was  grown  over  it,  fince  the  decay  of  the  mould 
in  which  it  was  formed.  The  fmooth  echinites  fometimes 

■jyiffi*  Xf-  lfm  -  "  '  f  *  •tp  ft k  *  ,  -  ■  g» 

fhew  all  the  futures  in  the  inlide  of  the  fhell,  with  the’convex 

1-1  1  •  ,  Tr  .  \  ’  .  t  '  £fT* 

parts  which  are  tormed  in  the  concave,  beginning;  at  the  ex- 

■  *  1  *  -  )  J  *  <  r  , '  ; ■  r  f ^  ~  O /-> .  r  ^  TT * 

tremities  of  the  cinquefoils  at  the  top,  and  going-  round  till 
they  terminate  at  the  opening  of  the  fhell  below,  out  of  which 
opening  all  full  of  the  round  fpecies  extend  themfelves  to 
feed,  and  remove  from  one  place  to  another.  It  is  very  pro¬ 
bable  many  more  petrified  fifli  might  be  found  about  Thet- 
ford,  and  no  doubt  fome  antediluvian  fhells,  which  are  flill 
preferved  entire  in  beds  of  chalk,  fuch  as  oyflers,  cockles, 
echinites,  and  others;  if  diggers  in  chalk  pits  were  more  cu¬ 
rious  in  examining  what  they  carelefsly  throw  away  unnoticed. 

Mr.  Ray,  in  his  preface  to  his  Collection  of  Englifh  Words, 
printed  in  London  1674,  makes  mention  of  a  ftone  curlew, 
which  was  found  near  Thetford ;  it  had  a  remarkable  eye 
fomewhat  refembling  that  of  a  green  plover.  Eagles  and 
various  fpecies  of  hawks  are  frequent  in  the  warrens  and  ad¬ 
jacent  downs. 

Of  the  mineral  water  in  this  town  I  cannot  give  a  better 
account  than  by  fubjoining  the  Latin  Analyiis  by  Matthew 
Manning,  who  wras  apothecary  here,  admitted  himfelf  at. 
Queen’s  College  Cambridge,  where  he  kept  a  phyfic  add, 


1  His  Thetis  printed  at  London  1746,  4t0  is  intituled,  <l  Aqua*  minerales  om- 
“  nibus  morbis  chronicis  medentur,  modo  lunt  medicabiles,  ct  chirurgia  non 
V  fiier it  opus.  Qureftio  in  fcholis  publicis  academiae  Gantabrigenfis  nunc  ita 
“  pridem  difceptata;  five  de  aquis  mineralibus  dilfertatio ;  in  qua  earum  naturce 
“  &  qualitates  exquiruntur,  errores  complufculi  de  iifdem  pervulgati  emendan- 
“  tur,  nec  non  fumma  hujus  rei  accuratius  exploratur  &  philofophice  pertrao 
“  taturd’ 

IdlLdAUQA 

if 
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but  took  his  firft  degree  at  the  little  univeriity  of  Harderowic 
in  Guelderland,  and  afterwards  practiced  phyfic  at  Thet- 
ford  till  his  death.  His  fon  Henry  Charles,  M.  B.  is  at 
prefent  matter  of  the  free-fchool,  and  minitter  of  St.  Peter*s 
church. 

The  doctor  fuppofes  thefe  waters  to  pafs  through  beds  of 
chalk  and  limeftone,  intermixed  with  veins  of  iron  ore,  with 
which  mineral  they  become  ftrongly  impregnated,  as  alfo  with 
fulphur. 


AQUARUM 
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AQUARUM  SI.TOMAGENSIU  M, 

V  U  L  G  O 

T  H  ETFORDIE  N  S  1  U  M, 

BREVIS  HISTORIA  E  T  AN  A  LYSIS; 


DOMINO  PRtEFECTO  ChETERISQUE  SITOMAGT 
SENATORIBUS,  MATTHAUS  MANNING,  M.D  S.P.D. 

COnfilium  fuit,  viri  venerandi,  ita  in  anctlyfi  fequente,  con 
tenta  vejlri  fontis pracellentis  inveftigare,  8c  exinde  a  verse 
fcientise  prmcipiis  ejufdem  poteftates  Rabilire,  nt  pofthac  qui- 
dem  a  quibufvis  neque  hoe  neque  ilia  ullo  modo  negari  poffint. 
Cum  autem  analyfis  ipfa  ita  profpere  fucceffit,  ut  nihil  certe 
nobis  optatius  accidere  potuiilet,  8c  exhincfatis  appareat,  aquas 
Thetfordienfes  omnibus  illis  efTe  mineris  refertas,  quibus  in 
Chronicorum  medela  opus  fit,  ideoque  nimirum  (uti  morbi 
acuti  aquis  mineralibus  nequaquam  funt  medicabiles)  eafdem 
cseteris  hujufmodi  fontibus  turn  domi  turn  peregre  ornnino 
faltem  eRe  pares  ;  haud  equidem  munus  toturn  ante  abfolviffe 
mihi  viderer,  quam  has  aquas  fidei  veftrse  8c  curse- committam. 
Etenim,  fi  esedem  idoneis  adminiculis  fuRineantur,  dum  uni- 
verfis  ferunt  chronicis  auxilium,  villam  noftram  Thetfordien- 
fem  certiffime  ditabunt,  eamque  honoribus  amplificabunto. 
Atque  hoc  quidem  curare,  vos  quail  ofiiciorum  religione  ob~ 
ftri£ti.eftis*. 


Cratera. 
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Cratera  ipfa  fontis,  nec  non  pavimenta  difrupta,  Sc  cariola 
ilia  aedificiorum  fundamenta,  extremis  in  lateribus  ejus  pofita, 
terra  autem  obruta,  Sc  ab  operariis  baud  ita  pridem  patefadla, 
nobis  funt  indubia  teftimonia,  fontem  in  ufu  freqnentiffimo 
multis  abhinc  annis  fuifle;  fi  verb  majores  noftri,  quibus  base 
contenta,  Sc  exinde  poteftates  ab  iifdem  pendentes,  incognita 
fuerunt,  adeb  aegrorum  faluti  his  operibus  confuluerunt,  quan¬ 
to  jam  ftudiofiores  aegros  confervandi  vos  efie  debetis,  quibus 
eadem,  meis  fumptibus  Sc  labore,  tandem  certiora  fabla  funt ! 

Generis  lane  humani,  nec  non  loci  ipfius,  atque  veritatis, 
amor,  folum  in  caufa  funt  analylis  hujus  evulgandae  ;  ac  prop- 
terea  fadli  nequaquam  me  pcenitebit,  fi  neque  annulo  aureo  ne- 
que  Jlatua  area  publice  donatus  lim  ;  quae  quidem  Antonio 
Mufae  medico  (poftquam  balneaque  frigida,  civibus 

propofuit,  iifdemque  Auguftum  Csefarem  aegrotantem  fanitati 
reftituit)  populus  Romanus  jubebat ;  etfi  non  dubium  eft  quin 
thefauro ,  pretii  ipuxpv  injignioris ,  veftrum  Sitomagum  egomet 
jam  primus  dono.  Fontem  igitur,  ex  animo,  iterum  veftrae 
fidei  commendo,  atque  vobis  Valedico .  , 


1  •  TYATRIBA  noftra  finita,  in  qua  probare  operam  de- 
-■ — *  dimus,  aquas  minerales,  in  morbis  chronicis  medendis, 
omnia  utique  valere,  quae  ars  Apollinea  poteft,  Sc  id  lpfum, 
nil!  animus  me  fallit,  revera  probavimus;  injurius  plane  eftem 
patriae,  Sc  praefertim  iftius  loci  vicinitati,  nil!  omnibus,  quan¬ 
tum  in  me  eft,  notum  facerem,  aquas  Sitomagenfes  (vulgo 
Tlietfordienfes)  in  agro  Norfolcienli,  principia  omnia  In  finu 
fuo  fovere,  quae  his  tantis  intentionibus  refpondeant :  quod 
igitur,  tarn  ex  analyfi  ipfa,  qiiam  ex  illarum  effedtibus  Sc  ope- 
rationibus,  in  fequenti  diflertatione  evincere,  jam  aggrediar. 

2.  Ut 
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2.  Utvero  egregi arum  h arum  aquarum  excellentia  plenius 
innotefcat,  partes  hujufee  diflertationis  aptiiis  ut  inter  fe  cohse  - 
rant,  nec  non  cundta  hjpsQofus  ut  pergant,  non  alienum  puto 
a  propoftto  noftro,  prius  litum  aliaque  externa  expendere, 
quam  de  aquis  ipfis  mentis  conftlia  exponere;  ita  enim  unde, 
Sc  quo  pa6to  principia  illarum  Sc  proprietates  exurgunt,  cer- 
tior  Sc  facilior  fiet  cognitio. 

3.  Imprimis  igitur  advertendum  eft,  folum  circa  Sitoma- 
gum  Sc  fontem,  de  quo  nunc  agimus,  plerumque  efle  ere- 
taceis  Sc  calcareis  materiis  conflatum;  ex  quibus,  plurimis  in 
locis,  calx  viva,  ad  sedificia  extruenda  praeftantiflima,  efti~ 
citur ;  ideoque  non  eft  mirandum,  aquas  noftras,  alcalinis 
principiis  efle  improegnatas  :  fed  de  his,  nunc  tantum  obiter 
mentionem  facimus,  experimenta,  quibus  eadem,  inter  alia 
fua  contenta,  ftabilienda  funt,  ad  analyfln  illarum  generalem, 
refer  vantes. 

4.  Porro,  notatu  proculdubio  digniflimum  eft,  Romanos 
primum,  deinde  Saxones,  atque  Danos,  qui  vicifllm  hanc 
fuam  urbem  metropolitanam  tenuerunt,  intra  ftadium  hujus 
fcaturiginis,  oflicinas  fuas  ferrarias,  ad  publicum  ufum  po- 
fuifle,  ubi  cum  arma  hoftilia,  turn  omnia  alia  ferramenta, 
quibus  erat  opus,  excuderunt :  et  etiamfl  ternpus,  cuncfta 
vorans,  plurimis  abhinc  annis  has  omnes  oflicinas  penitus  in 
nihilum  redegerit,  non  defunt  tamen  hujus  opificii  veftigia 
etiam  hodie  fatis  manifefta:  locus  enim  non  folum  ager  fabro- 
rum  (vulgo  Smithfield)  ad  noftram  ufque  xtatem  nominatur, 
veriim  tellus  etiam  tota,  per  multa  jugera  adeb  carbonibus  fer- 
rariis  eft  referta,  ut  quail  in  pulverem  triturati,  eandem  tarn 
intus  quam  extra  colore  nigerrimO  infecerint. 

5.  Et  vero  quidem  haudquaquam  abfimile  videtur,  ferrum, 
a  quo  tarn  multa  fabrilia  excufa  funt,  ex  venis  metallicis  non 
procul  ab  urbe  jam  latitantibus  fadtum  fuifle:  vix  enim, 
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arbitrer,  aliquis  feciira  reputare  poteft,  Romanos  provides, 
nulla  neceffitate  coados,  locum  elegiffe  ad  inflrumenta  fua 
ferrea,  pads  8e  belli,  excudenda,  ubi  metallum  ipfum,  ad 
eadem  conficienda  adeo  neceffarium,  omnino  deerat:  etenim 
non  folum  inter  Brigantes,  fed  et  inter  alios  etiam  Britannos, 
time  temporis  ftativa  habuerunt,  ubi  terra  optimo  ferro  erat 
frequent’1  flima. 

6.  Sed  ne  conjeduris  folummodo  teneri  videamur,  ad  foil- 
tern  propiiis  accedamus,  8e  fit  am  ipfum,  unde  effluit  haec 
aqua  noftra  foteria,  exploremus:  hie  enim,  varia  ilia  ntf fata, 
quibus  metallurgi  folent  ferri  fodinas  invefiigare,  magnam 
quidem  vim  iftius  metalli  fatis  indicantia,  invenienda  funt  : 
quippe  hinc  illinc  per  prata,  non  loliim  latices  plurimi  perpe- 
tuo  erumpunt  ocrea  martis  veri  adeo  repleti,  ut  aquee  dudus 
ad  aquas  in  fluvium  vicinum  deportandas  incili  faepiflime 
eadem  ad  fummam  ufque  crepidinem  referciantur,  fed  8z 
latices  proeterea  in  earum  fuperficiebus  cuticula  ferruginea 
8z  fulphurea  ita  obducantur,  8c  diverlis  coloribus  induantur, 
ut  vel  iris  utique  varicolor,  vel  fobs  iplius  radii  per  prifmum 
refradi,  vix  fpedaculum  exhibeant  magis  corufcum.  Quid 
multis  !  lixc  ocrea  martis,  non  feciis  ac  ilia  quae  ferri  vitri- 
olum  commune  in  aqua  folutum  praecipitat  tinduram  ru- 
beam  cum  alcohol  largitur  ;  in  crucibulo  ulta  magneti  li- 
benter  obtemperat ;  nec  non  idoneis  Ruxibus  liquefada,  fer- 
rum  ipfum  reddit  puriffimumm. 

7.  His  ita  po litis,  ad  aquarum  examen  via  facile  panditur  ; 
unicuique  verb  cui  non  exciderint  quae  in  theli  de  aquarum 
mineralium  principiis  antea  dida  fuerunt,  minime  mirum 
erit,  nos  nullo  modo  eos  imitari,  qui  alumen,  nitrum,  vitri- 

m  Eo  ut  hie  proceffus  exitum  optatum  habeat  necefle  erit  maffam  in  vafe  fu- 
forio  probe  commiftam  vehementiffimo  igne  diu  urgeri ;  fin  autem  male  l'ucce- 
dat  opus,  in  Ientis  cauilicse  foco  calx  dida  apte  locetur,  atque  ferrum  fuum, 
in  forma  tarn  dudili,  quara  folida,  illico  dabit. 
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olum,  boracem,  See.  quaerunt  in  aquis :  etenim  a  priori  in 
eadem  moiiftravimus,  hujufmodi  contenta  in  aquis  exiftere 
non  poiTe  ;  ideoque  opera  dabitur  ad  ea  tantum  inveftiganda 
quae  revera  folent  iifdem  inhaerere. 

8.  At  prius  quam  de  abditis  earum  elementis  difle  ramus, 
congruum  erit  quam  maxime  propofito  noftro,  ut  accidentia 
nonnulla,  quae  fenfuum  funt  objedla,  contemplemur  :  inter 
haec,  cryftallinus  ipfe  fons,  qui  omnium  quas  vidi  aquarum 
mineralium,  lymph  am  hmpidiffimam,  8c  quas  potavi,  guf- 
tum  gratiflimum,  donat,  coniideratione  digniftimus  eft ;  ex 
ilia  enim  fubtilitas,  qua  in  chronicis  fanandis  tanta  prseftant 
aquae,  et  ex  hoc,  fapor  acceptus,  unde  omnibus  ftomachis 
accommodatillimae  funt,  praecipue  oriuntur. 

9.  Hue  etiam,  praeter  prati  ipfius  amoenitatem,  fpiritus 
referri  debet  ille  volatilis  Sc  generofus,  quo  lraec  aqua  noftra 
ditiflima  eft,  8c  qui  omnibus  potatoribus  quad  univerfum 
corpus  hilaritate  refovet :  quid  autem  hie  fpiritus  fit,  8c  quo- 
modo  idem  deprehendi  poteft,  videatur  in  thefi,  paragr.  31, 
32,  quo  ledtorem  remittimus;  hanc  unicam  obfervationem 
addendo,  experimentum  fcilicet  illic  traditum  ex  his  aquis, 
exitu  ibi  di£lo  fuifle  facStum. 

10.  Ex  hoc  quoque  experimento,  (quod  quidem  halitus 
ipfe  ferrugineus,  8cc.  naribus  fatis  indicat)  non  tantum  ful- 
phur,  fed  et  ferrum  pariter  volatile  in  aquis  Thetfordienfibus 
exiftere  manifeftatur  :  acidum  enim  illud  8c  vagum  fal  ter- 
rae,  quod  antea  diximus  vitriolum  in  pyrite  lapide  confingere, 
nihil  eft,  (ut  autores  uno  ore  confentiunt)  praeter  fulphur  vo¬ 
latile  ;  et  vinculum  quidem  fubeft  ipfum,  quo  lapidis  corn- 
pages  integra  tenetur  :  cum  autem  hoc  vinculum  vitriolaceum 
folvitur  in  aquis,  8c  fulphur  illud  volatile,  i.  e.  fpiritus,  in 
auras  erumpit,  particulas  etiam  ferri  fubtiliores  facile  impli- 
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cat,  8c  in  ampuilam,  aqua  cujus  tindlura  gallarum  prius  fatu- 
rata  fuerat,  fecum  tranfportat ;  atque  aquam  didtam  mod  o 
lympham,  radiis  purpureis,  i.  e.  fcrreis,  exornat. 

11.  Jam  autem  eft  tempus,  ut  neip^pta  nolira  altius  infti- 

tuamus,  8c  reconditiora  aquae  pjincipia  intimius  perquiramus  ; 
et  uti  in  tliefi,  ita  hie  etiam  a  metallis  exordiri  placuit.  Quan¬ 
tum  verb  hoc  opus  nunc  nobis  eft  cont  radium,  neminem 
praeterit,  qui  tlieiin  ipfam  animo  intento  perlegit;  inibi 
enim,  paragr.  io,  a  priori  monftravimus,  ferrum  efle  uni- 
cum  metallum  quod  in  aquis  Britannicis  inhabitare  potell ; 
ideoque  omnino  eflet  iritus  conatus  li  ad  alia  quaecunque  ex 
hac  nolira  expromenda  aggrederemur.  , 

12.  Et  cum  id  nobis  confilii,  ut  magis  fontis  principia 
quam  rei  chemicse  peritiam  noftram  oftendamus,  non  dedig- 
nabimur  aliquando  vel  ad  experimenta  vulgatillima  defeen- 
dere,  li  modb  ex  his  contenta  quae  quaerimus  facilius  inve- 
niantur,  “Bonum  enim  profeblb  quo  communius  eo  melius 
inter  initia  propterea  hujus  exam  inis,  vegetabilia  ilia  abfor- 
bentia,  flyptica,  8c  aftringentia  funt  adferenda,  quae  fluid  a 
univerfa,  in  quibus  folvitur  vitriolum  martis,  colore  nigri- 
cante  inficiunt,  et  vel,  lecundum  vires  vegetabilium  quibus 
utimur,  vel  quantitatem  vitriol i  in  iifdem  foluti,  eadem  ma- 
jore  vel  minore  nigritudine  colorant. 

13.  Hoc  procul  dubio  effebtum  adeb  eft  cognitum,  ut 
idem  fere  nemo  non  viderit ;  unde  vero  8c  quomodo  fotivopevor 
ita  confpicuum  exoritur,  hand  adhuc  quidem  ita  fatis  conllat  ; 
iiceat  ergo  nobis  inter  alios  hac  de  re  conjebturam  facere  :  et 
ponemus,  particulas  utriufque  allringentis,  nec  non  ferri  in 
hoc  acido  fulphureo  implicati,  reciprocis  attrablionibus  hae 
ad  ilias  vicifiim,  quam  cujufvis  particulce  inter  feipfas,  fortius 
impelli ;  ideoque  non  tantum  evenit  quod  ferri  illae  particu- 
lae  quae  prius  difperfse  fuerant,  8c  in  aqua  pellucida  fufpen- 
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Re,  nunc  in  contacftum  aliae  inter  alias  coguntur,  formamque 
.fuam  folidam  8c  opacam  iterum  recipiunt ;  verum  fubftantiis 
itidem  aftrin  gentium  ad  bee  rentes,  8c  eafdem  ardte  conftrin- 
gentes,  totum  nigro,  i.  e.  fuo  colore,  intingunt,  atque  nunc 
ipils  aquis  fpecifice  ponderoliores,  ad  imum  baud  mora  praeci- 
pitant;  a  plurimis  enim  experimentis  probari  poteft  ferruni 
folutum  omnino  efte  nigrum,  8c  •  aftringentibus  connexum, 
nempegallis,  atramentum  perpetuo  exiftere ;  neque  quifquam 
adhuc  rationem  ita  inftituit,  ut  fine  ferri  vitriolo  atramentum 
nigrum  conficeret :  ubicunque  igitur  fontium  aquae,  his 
aftringentibus  adjeclis,  vel  nigricantem  vel  purpureum  in- 
duunt  colorem,  ibi  fimiliter  ferreae  impraegriationis  quam  cer- 
tiflima  dantur  veftigia  ;  fed  experimenta  adeamus. 

EXPElUMENTU  M  I. 

■» 

14.  Unciis  xii  aquae  Thetfordienfis  ex  fonte  recenter 
prompt®  nucis  gallicae  granum  ponderis  unum  infpergeba- 
tur;  unde  lympha,  plurimis  radii s  purpureis  protinus  inficie- 
batur  :  his  autem  radiis  gradatim  fefe  mutuo  attrahentibus, 
miftura  tota  mox  nigello,  deinde  vero  atramentofo  colore,  in- 
tindla  eft  ;  et  poftremo,  intra  pauca  temporis  momenta,  tine- 
tura  ipfa,  in  pulveris  nigerrimi  forma,  ad  imum  penitus  de- 
jiciebatur. 


EXPERIMENTUM  11. 

15.  Alteris  poftea  8c  diverfts  ejufdem  aquae  unciis  xii,  nunc 
flor.  balauftian.  querci,  theae,  8cc.  nunc  cort.  granator.  alia- 
que  vegetabilia  aftringentia  viciflim  injiciebantur :  quae 
quidem  omnia,  fecundum  vim  vel  majoris  vel  minoris  ftypti- 
citatis  quam  lingula  con'tinebant,  tin&ura  vel  nigrefeente, 
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vel  purpurea,  aquas  fuas  diftincdas  imbuebant,  Sc  eafdem, 
fuis  temporibus,  ad  ima  dejiciebant. 

1 6.  Haec  quidem  bina  experimenta  cum  fuprapofitis  in  theft 
paragr.  ii,  Sec,  collata,  ad  vitrioli,  ceu  volatilis  martis,  ex- 
iftentiam  in  aquis  noftris  probandam  plene  fufftciant ;  ne- 
que  neceiTe  eft  ut  quibufvis  in  hujufmodi  rebus  mediocriter 
fcientibus,  vel  ad  folidum  ipfum  ferruni  ex  iifdem  deprehen- 
dendum,  alia  proferamus ;  ft  quidem  iilud,  hoc  abfente,  fon- 
tes  nequaquam  occupare  valet :  cum  autemid  nobis  eft  nego- 
tii,  ut  tam  indoctis  quam  doctis  principia  ejufdem  aquae  ex 
analyft  ftatuta  fatis  appareant,  ideoque  necefle  eft  nos  oculo- 
rum  fenfibus  quam  animi  facultatibus  aliquandb  rem  noftram 
habere,  apertiores  vias  jam  demum  perfequemur,  quibus  id 
quod  quaerimus  in  omnibus  confpedtu  facilius  ponatur  :  ad 
alia  igitur  experimenta  hoc  modo  procedamus. 

E-XPER.  IMENTUM  III. 

17.  Aquae  recenter  ex  fonte  prornptae  congii  xii  in  ollam 
fidtilem  infundebantur,  Se  ab  omni  motu,  donee  ad  fundum 
vafts  totam  fuam  ocream  praecipitalTent,  protinus  abfolveban- 
tur ;  turn  aqua,  fiphonis  ope,  caute  expromebatur ;  Se  reft- 
duiim  madidum  in  chartam  emporeticam,  ut  ocrea  denique 
(i.  e.  crocus  martis  nativus)  prorfus  perarefeeret,  injiciebatur  ? 
liaec  ocrea,  nunc  pulvis  auricolor  exiftens,  alteri  librae  lanci 
commiffa  eft  ;  atque  unciam  unam,  drachmas  duas*.  totidem- 
que  fcrupula  pondo,  nobis  ferutantibus,  praebebat* 

EXPERIMENTU  M  IV. 

i  8.  Hujus  ocreee  fcrupula  ilia  duo  jam  died  a  igni  in  era* 
cibulo  imponebantur,  ut  tota  fervere  candefceret;  deinde 
verb-  eadem  ab  igne  remota  Sc  refrigerata,  magnetis  periculo, 
£  ad 
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ad  diftantiam  folitam,  fubjiciebatur,  8c  confeftim  innumera 
fpicula  martiata  vifa  funt  magneti  111  fibre  8c  ad  h  acre  re ;  quae 
quidem  fpicula  ita  afbxa  mierofcopio  infpe&a  acmim  fer- 
rearum  fpeciem  in  ordine  difpobtarum,  omnino  prae  fe 
ferebant. 

E  X  P  E  E.  V.  ab  amico  medico. 

19.  4  Terrae  martialis  (five  ocreae)  fponte  in  aere  ex  aqua 
4  Thetfordienfi  ad  fundum  vaiis  fubbdentis  femiunciam  pa- 
4  ravimus,  8c  cum  aequali  falis  ammoniaci  portione  com- 
4  mi  bam  trituratione  diuturna  in  vafculum  idoneum  immi- 
4  Emus  :  notatu  autem  erat  dignum,  fimul  ac  unio  princi- 
4  piorum  intima  fa£la  fuerat,  turn  odorem  gravem  nares 
4  pungentem  ortum  ebe,  8c  quo  diutius  tritu ravimus,  eo 
4  majorem  8c  acutiorem  afcendifie  vaporem  ;  eodem  quo  folet 
4  modo  oriri  vapor,  dum  coicothar  vitrioli  cum  fale  ammo- 
4  niaco  intime  adunatur  :  turn  furnulo  arenae  commifimus,  8c 
4  lenem  in  principio  fubftruximus  ignem,  quo  tamen  volatilis 
4  aquofus  fpiritus,  pauca  quantitate,  afcendit ;  audliori  verb 
4  igne,  bores  pulcherrimi  ammoniacales  ad  Jatera  vafis  fefe 
4  afbxerunt,  8c  poftea  rubri  non  pauci  martiales  in  altum  fefe 
4  tulerunt.  Hocce  rerum  ftatu,  vabs  vitrei  fundus  per  in- 
4  fortunium  liquefiebat,  8c  operationem  interturbavit ;  fed 
4  curiofe  multis  modis  rebduum  examinavimus  :  erat  primd 
4  anberiiiTi  linguae  fapore  fale  martis  ;  et  aqua  elutriatum, 
4  debit  folutionem  falinam,  ferreo  principio  valde  impraeg- 
4  natam,  cujus  unica  guttula  in  cyathum  aquae  communis 
4  galiis  impraegnatae  inltillata,  atro-purpureum  illico  dedit 
4  colorem,  8c  panels  fuperadditis  guttulis,  intenfe  atro  imbu- 
4  ta  eb  Iota  aqua  colore.  Solutionem  reliquam  bltratam 
4  per  chartam  emporeticam  evaporavimus,  fed  quam  primum 
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4  a  colore  elevata  erat  minima  aquae  particula,  ltatim  flocculi 
4  praecipitabantur  rubri,  ocreae  martis  Rmillimi;  qui  tamen 
4  continebant  fal  ammoniacum,  ferreo  principio  adhaerens,  8c 
4  cum  eo,  vitxioii  martis  veri  fpeciem  omnino  conftituens.” 

E  X  P  E  R.  VI.  ab  altero. 

20.  4  Ocreae  lymphae  Thetfordienlis  femiunciam  in  vafe 
4  fuiorio  operi  conveniente  ita  commode  locavimus,  ut  ex 
4  lento  cauftica  con  cava,  (vulgo  a  reflecting  burning-glafs)  re- 
4  Rexi  fobs  radii,  8e  in  focum  colledi,  in  ejul'dem  fuperftciem 
4  inciderint :  confeftim  autem  ex  dicta  ocrea  ferri  pur  i  Hi  mi 
4  I'd  qui  drachma  liqueiiebat.” 

2 1 .  Cum  igitur  ex  didis  experimentis  vera  ferri  exiitentia 
in  aquis  Sitomagenfibus  eo  probatur,  ut  nemo  certe  fi  fa})iet 
rem  ipfam  inficias  ibit,  nobis  tandem  jam  vacat  alia  fua  prin- 
cipia  ex  iifdern  indagare :  et  quod  in  diatribae  paragr.  i  r, 
25,  Sec.  a  priori  antea  probavimus,  fulphur  perpetuo  marti 
adheerere,  8c  propterea  hoc  abfque  illo  in  aquis  mineralibus 
nullo  pado  poffe  fulpendi,  lubet  hie  aquas,  de  quibus  nunc 
agimus,  in  diferimen  ipfum  ponere,  8c  fulpliurea,  inter  alia 

fua  contenta,  omnibus  palam  facere. 

/ 

E  X  P  E  R.  VII. 

22.  Unciis  tribus  ejufdem  lymphae  pliiala  exceptae  lunae 
purae  folutionis  guttula  unica  inftillabatur,  atque  protinus 
mittura  tota  colore  fubalbo  opacabatur ;  deinde  plurimis  in- 
termediis  variata,  8c  poltea  valde  fufeo  purpurata,  nigerri- 
ffium  denique  pulverem  ad  fundum  valis  aqua  praecipitabat. 


EXPER, 
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E  X  P  E  R.  VIII. 

23.  Ocresejam  didtae  drachmis  duabus  argenti  vivi  fefqui- 
drachma  admovebatur,  in  mortario  vitreo  una  cum  ocrea 
brevi  terebatur,  turn  fumil  in  cracibulum  injedhim  to  rum 
(ut  fatis  candefceret)  igni  ponebatur;  ac  tandem  refrigeicens, 
pul  vis  niger,  aethiopis  mineralis  fpeciem  prae  fe  ferens,  exiftebat. 

E  X  P  E  R.  IX. 

✓ 

24.  4  Cum  in  animo  fuiflet,  ut  de  exiftentia  fulphurea  in 
4  ocrea  lymphae  Thetfordienfts  latitante  nofmet  certiores 
4  faceremus  ;  vifum  eft  tandem  ab  ejufdem  ocreae  8c  hydrar- 
4  gyri  diftillatione  exitum  producendum  fcrutari :  idcircb  non 
4  utique  aequipondium,  led  utriufque  aequimenfura  in  retor- 
4  tarn  terream  fimul  injecimus,  Sc  vas  vitreum  recipiens  aqua 
4  fontana  fere  plenum  retortae  ipfae  adaptavimus.  Hujus  pro- 
4  ceflus  fequens  fuit  eventus ;  inter  diftillandum  nempe  va~ 

4  por  1  adieus  furfum  ex  hvdrargyro  8c  ocrea  fefe  attollens, 

4  aquam  in  recipiente  adeo  foetido  gas  (fc.  fpiritu)  fulphuris 
4  inficiebat,  ut  elaboratorium  publicum  eadem  penitus  imple- 
4  bat,  tuftem  adftantibus  concitabat,  8e  aqua  ita  gravida  nari- 
4  bus  admota  foetorem  peftiferum  modb  non  intolerabilem 
4  exhibebat:  quae  quidem  omnia  veri  gas  fulphuris  perpetuo 
4  exiftunt  charadteres.  In  imo  vafe  recipiente,  praeter  gas, 

4  paululum  etiam  hydrargyri,  nec  non  mater  ice  cujufdam  ni~ 

4  grae,  aqua  ponderofioris,  nec  pulveri  nitrato,  (vulgo  y un - 
4  powder)  abfimilis,  ad  fundund  videbatur.  Caput  mortmain 
4  in  retorta  manens,  fubftantia  nigra  Sc  fpongiofa  eminuit, 

4  hydrargyro  plurimum  faturata ;  fed  omnibus  innotuit  liy- 
4  drargyrum  fulphure  commixtum  Sc  liquatum  nunquam  non 
4  nigrum  abire ;  ideoque  pari  ratione,  omnibufque  hujus  ex- 

4  perimenti 


3 1 2 


THE  HISTORY 


4  perimenti  phsenomenis  fimul  collatis,  aeque  ac  jufte  conclu- 
4  damusf  aquam  Thetfordienfem  fulphure  vero  effe  praegnan- 
4  tiffimam.  Liquet  praeterea  inter  omnes  fulphur  non  tan- 
4  turn  ferrum  demetallizare,  verum  rnolem  pariter  augere,  8c 
4  gravitatem  ejus  fpecificam  minuere.  Quaeritur  propterea 
4  cum  ferrum  etiam  didam  ocream  incolit,  num,  ubi  retorta 
4  admodum  igne  calefiebat,  tarn  fulphur  quam  hydrargyrum, 
4  non  ferrum  pariter  torquerent,  unde  moles  augebatur,  8cc.” 

25.  Experimentum  hoc  illud  eft  ipfiflimum  de  quo,  (in 
thef.  paragr.  26)  ante  commemoravimus,  8c  in  fcbolis  cbemicis 
Cantabrigian  tarn  factum  quam  his  literis  mandatum  fuil,  a 
reverendo  clarijjimoque  viro  Johanne  Micklebourgb  in  celeberrima 
ilia  academia  profeflore  chemico ;  atque  omnibus  aliis  omiffis, 
ad  fulphur  in  his  aquis  probandum  abunde  fufficiat ;  nihil 
enim  praeter  fulphur  folum  hydrargyro  vel  argento  com- 
mixtum  lit  nigrum ;  nihil  certe  praeter  fulphur  diftilla- 
tione  gas  fulphuris  largitur :  cum  autem  in  ferro  invefti- 
gando  non  ante  ab  opere  incepto  diltitimus  quam  ferrum 
ipfum  expromfimus,  ita  hie  placuit  fiquidem  fulphur  in  ocrea 
pariter  latitare  jam  fam  fatis  probavimus,  non  })rius  analyfin 
claudere  quam  hoc  etiam  purum,  8c  ab  omnibus  materiis  he- 
terogeneis  purgatum  ex  ocreae  latebris  in  lucem  traxerimus, 
ideoque  alteram  unam  aleam  lequenti  modo  infuper  jecimus. 

E  X  P  E  R.  X. 

26.  Ocreae  falifque  tartari  portiones  aequales  in  crucibulo 
commiftoe  furnulo  ardenti  ad  maffae  liquefaclionem  com- 
mittebantur  ;  turn  folutio  ab  igne  ablata  8c  pulvis  facta  in 
alcohol  infundebatur,  8c  miftura,  digeitioni  chemicae,  in  are¬ 
na  ad  alcohol  ruberrimam  tincturam  ufque  objiciebatur  :  de- 
nique  fucci  limonis  pauxillo  affufo,  fulphur  verum  facile 
praecipitabatur. 


27.  Hifce 
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27.  Hifce  igitur  exemplis  habita  ratione,  nemini  dehinc 
cenfeo  fore  dubium,  quin  fulphur  aquis  mineralibus  infideat, 
quando  id  quidem  ipfum  revera  in  hac  noftra  fatis  reteximus  : 
ideoque  jam  denuo  alia  ejufdem  contenta,  falina  fc.  Sc  terrena, 
otiofe  quaeramus. 

28.  Hlc  autem  ledtoris  mentem  ad  externa  ilia  quae  inter 
hujus  examinis  initia  de  terris  circa  fontem  memoravimus 
referre  vellem  ;  etenim  quicunque  haec  fecum  redte  reputarit, 
facile  habebit  fidem  experimentis  iftis,  quibus  alcalina  ipfius 
fontis  principia  nunc  probaturi  fumus. 

29.  Alienum  praeterea,  non  erit  praedicere,  ferrum  ipfum, 
omnium  alcalinorum  effe  excellentiffimum,  acida  univerfa 
expedite  fuperans,  nec  non  quafi  fpecifice  eadem  in  primis 
viis  potiflimum  fubigens0;  id  quod  Etmullerus  olim  Sedt.  3, 
lolus,  ni  fallor,  mecum  obfervavit :  ubicunque  igitur  ocrea 
martis  in  fontibus  fufpendatur,  ibi  pariter  alcali  praeifantiffi- 
raum  abefie  non  poteft;  etiamfi  contrarium,  tarn  a  ratione 
quam  ipfa  experientia  obhorrens,  fcriptores  fere  omnes  ad 
hunc  ufque  diem  una  voce  temere  effutierunt ;  atque  acidula- 
rum  nomen  aquis  martiatis  perpetuo  indiderunt,  virefque  con- 
venientes  acid  is  falfo  tribuerunt. 

30.  Ne  vero  hac  parvula  digreflione  iter  mutalTe  videamur, 
redtam  jam  viam  iterum  libens  infiftemus,  atque  (hoc  folum 
conlilii  obiter  aquarum  martiatarum  inveftigatoribus  munere 
dato,  ne  prius  fcilicet  analyfin  alcalifatam  iifdem  urgeant, 
quam  fpiritus  in  auram  effugerit)  hoc  ultimum  examen  fe- 
quenti  modo  inftituemus. 

.  .  *  ;  1  L  '  i  ^  .  '  '  r  *•  ^  • 

«*  f  '  • 

n  Quod  quidem  in  caufa  ft  cur  aegri  dum  primum  ferreis  utuutur  medica- 
mentis,  nunquam  non  prope  de  nidore  pariter  ac  odore  ingrato  queruntur,  qui 
os  &  nares  graviter  feriunt ;  hoc  autem  fymptomate  ceffante,  acidum  forfaa 
ventriculo  infidens  prorfus  deftruatur. 

S  f 
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E  X  P  E  R.  XI. 

31.  Cum  lymphae  ipfae,  turn  ejufdem  ocreae,  olei  vitrioli 
guttula  una  8c  altera  viciffim  inftillabatur,  8c  confeftim  in 
utraque  vehemens  eftervefcentia  excitabatur. 

E  X  P  E  R.  XII. 

32.  Unciis  aquae  duabus  fyrnpi  violarum  drachmae  duee 
intermifcebantur,  qui  quidem  fyrupus  brevi  viridiflimo  colore 
aquam  inficiebat. 

33.  Satis  inter  omnes  conftat  alcalinorum  efte  charac- 
terern  fpecificum  acidis  effervefcere ;  nec  chemiftas  aliofque 
latet  fyrupum  violarum  iifdem  acidis  comm  ilium  Temper 
rubefcere,  alcalinis  autem  perpetuo  viridari ;  ideoque  ex  his 
experiments  principium  alcalinum  dupliciter  in  aquis  Thet- 
fordienftbus  deprehenditur.  Cum  autem  haec  bina  phaenomena 
ex  fola  martis  ocrea  in  aquis  fufpenfa  facile  exoriri  potuif- 
fent,  necefte  eft  ad  reliqua  ill  arum  contenta  obtinenda  ut 
analyftn  inceptam  accuratius  inferamus,  8c  aquam  ocrea  fua 
alcalifata  orbatam  intimius  perfcrutemur.  Adibimus  ergo. 

E  X  P  E  R.  XIII. 

34.  In  vafe  fifth,  aquae  recentis  quantitas,  fub  dio  expo- 
ftta,  quoufque  ocream,  limulque  terrenas  eidem  adhaerentes 
particulas,  praecipitaftet,  evaporation i  in  vehiculo  conveni¬ 
ent,  ut  falia  mutuo  fefe  appropinquarent,  credebatur,  dem¬ 
ote  cum  exhalatione  fuperiicies  aquae  pellicula  indudta  fuit,  in 
chartam  emporeticam  tota  injiciebatur,  8c  debita  peradla  fil- 
tratione,  ad  cryftallos  fuas  formandas  relinquebatur;  fed  in- 
caflum  haec  omnia,  nam  etiamfi  filtratio  poftea  per  menfes 
ftetiflet,  nullas  omnino  daret ;  falia  vero  fua  alcalina  interim, 
pulveris  albi  forma,  ad  vas  imum  praecipitaftet.  Denique  li¬ 
quor 
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quor  iterum  dltratus  ad  Uccitatem  ufque  caute  evaporabatur, 
ubi  redduum  jam  omnis  humoris  expers,  fal  pariter  purum 
alcalinum,  illud  tartari  omnino  referens,  extabat. 

35.  Sic  igitur  etd  non  prolixa,  quam  ex  induflria  fugi- 
mus,  at  certe  ex  analyd  jufta,  probavimus,  has  aquas  fequen- 
tia  comple6ti ;  1.  fpiritum  vitriolicum  8c  fulphureum  ;  2.  tarn 
fulphur  verum  quam  ferrum  folidum,  fub  ocrae  feu  croci 
martis  forma,  exiftens;  8c  3.  fal  fixum  alcali,  cui  aeque  ac 
praegreffis  folidis,  terra  alcalina  femper  adhaeret;  adeoque  judi- 
ciis  uvtx.Xucrsw;  peritorum  totam  rem  noftram  permittimus,  atque 
quaerimus  quid  impedit  quo  minus  totum  quod  de  aquis  mi- 
neralibus  praediximus,  de  Thetfordiendbus  veriflimum  elfe 
polfit  ?  liquidem  in  his  figillatim  omnia  ilia  principia  detexi- 
mus,  quae  in  theli  ad  morbos  chronicos  fanandos  valere  mon- 
ftravimus. 

36.  Neque  fruftra  operam  contererent  li  aegrorum  caufa. 
medici  noliri  fecum  reputarent  annon  ex  hac  analyli  facile 
appareat,  fontem  hunc  martiatum  preedantildmum  elfe  om¬ 
nium  qui  ha£lenus  in  Britannia  inveftigati  funt,  8c  cum  ce- 
leberrima  ilia  in;  Germania  Pyrmontana  quodammodo  aequi- 
polleat :  etenim  li  res  ipfa  ita  revera  fe  habeat,  aliquid  certe 
commodi  prae  aliis  hie  potatoribus  porrigit,  quandoqui- 
dem  in  medio  quad  oppido  propter  ioca  amxnijjima ,  nec  non 
ambulacra  conve?uentiffima ,  idem  fcatet,  ubi  aer  puriflimus 
circumquaque  offunditur  ;  ideoque  praecipue,  ac  meliori,  nota, 
omnibus  commendari  debet. 

37.  Ex  morborum  fane  hiltoriis  p  rob  are,  antimonium  ad 
vomitum,  jalapium  ad  purgandum,  opium  ad  fomnum  ex- 
citandum,  aut  quinquinam  ad  febres  intermittentes  fanandas, 
valere,  rifum  proculdubio  omnibus  moveret ;  at  certe,  ex 
hidoriis  prolixis,  effe<5tus  aquarum  evincere,  ubi  principia, 
ferrum  e.  g.  aut  fulphur,  vel  fal  alcalinum,  aut  terra,  prius 
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in  iifdem  plane  deprenfa  fuerunt,  harum  rerum  mediocriter 
fcientibus,  non  effet  minus  ridiculum  ;  nam  lingulas  ftngu- 
lorum  operationes,  exemplis  omillis,  nemo  non  vidit :  cum 
autem  refpondeatur,  quod  et  li  feorfum  poteftates  cujufcunque, 
ex  experientia  longa,  facile  pcrcipiantur,  vires  tatnen  illorum 
ronjundtim  hand  fine  monitu  ita  liquido  appareant,  iftis,  olim 
in  theli  de  aquis  martiatis,  traditis,  lequentia  adferemus  ;  8c 
praeterea,  ne  fens  nofter  folus  teftibus  illis  egeat,  quibus  alii  * 
tarn  vehementer  gloriantur,  fub  finem  bujus  examims,  unam 
8c  alteram  hiftoriam,  ex  plurimis,  rationem  de  virtutibus  fir- 
mantem,  nos  etiam  ponemus. 

38.  Ab  evacuantibus  ergo  aquarum  effedlibus  proficifcar, 
tpii  quidem,  meo  indicio,  nunc  adeo  funt  cogniti,  ut  ex  ple- 
becula,  matres  non  paucse  familiarum,  verno  nimirum  tern-  - 
pore,  prolibus  fuis  alvum  8c  velicam  iifdem  excitant  quotan- 
nis  ;  cum  autem  dum  benigne  purgant,  plus  ftomachum  acu- 
unt  quam  pro  inopia  ciborum,  appetentiae  audlae  fatisfaciant, 
necelfe  habent  (uti  profitentur)  ab  illarum  ufu  brevi  deftftere. 

39.  Hie  utique  effeftus,  recrementa  fcilicet  acido-pituitofa, 
8cc.  ex  ftomacho  purgandi,  nec  non  eundem  poltea  roborandi, 

8c  exinde  famem  excitandi,  adeo  generalis  eft,  ut  ab  omnibus 
fentiatur  potatoribus ;  rationem  autem  hujus,  8c  eviFB$ti*s  inde 
confequentis,  admodumque  in  chronicis  optandae,  jam  in 
theft,  tam  fub  aquarum  alcalinarum,  quam  martiatarum,  ar- 
ticulis,  fatis  antea  reddidimus. 

40.  Axioma  inter  omnes  facile  conftat,  poteftates  conjundlas 
cujufvis  in  re  medica  compofttionis  ex  ftngulis  materiis  quibus 
eadem  compofitio  fuerit  conftrudla,  omnino  pendere  ;  ideoque 
cum  praeftantes  lingulorum  virtutes  quae  his  in  aquis  inherent 
jam  fatis  in  theft  exploravimus,  8c  in  morbis  chronicis  fanandis 
quanta  valent  copiofe  indicavimus,  ad  plenum  pariter  facultates 
combinatas  retegere  ardui  quidem  nunc  non  erit  operis. 
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41.  Ante  vero  quam  hoc  munus  fufcipiam,  ufui  fit  cbier- 
vare,  multa  effe  compofita  quae  plus  habeant  virium  con- 
jundlim  quam  divilim  lingula  ejufdem  compolitionis  ullo 
modo  potiantur ;  et  hie  quidem  efleelus  adeo  ex  plurimis  ex- 
emplis  innotuit,  ut  injurius  plane  fuilfe  3 ceteris  experiential 
viderer  li  nominatim  idem  docere  aggrederer :  idcirco  his 
proculdubio  omnium  confenfu  datis,  liujus  fontis  pnecellen- 
tiam  mox  ex  praemiflis  perpenfurus  fum. 

42.  Imprimis,  igitur,  ex  ferreis  contends,  turn  momen¬ 
tum  ianguinis,  turn  fluida  corporis  univerfa  attenuando, 
abefle  non  poteft  quin,  ubi  vel  quibufeunque  ex  caulis  for- 
mentur,  obltrubtiones  penitus  referet,  atque  lie  quali  radi- 
cem  chronicorum  generalem  eruat.  Ex  alcalifatis  Sc  aulteris 
vermes  cujufcunque  fpeciei  vita  privat,  Sc  eliminat ;  acida  qua- 
quaverfum  abforbet,  corrigit,  Sc  potenter  fuperat ;  angulos 
humorum  acutos  8c  acrimonies  obtundit ;  libras  laxatas 
conftringit ;  tonum  folidorum  conhrmat ;  vires  fulcit  ;  nec 
non  exinde  robur  Sc  elallicitatem  totse  machinse  rellaurat. 

43.  Sulphur  ejus,  (uti  ab  experimento  o£lavo  intelligatur) 
ferri  particulas  aperit,  dividit,  Sc  fubtiliores  reddit ;  unde 
non  folum  ferrum  ad  tubulos  remotiores.  pervadendos  facilius 
accommodatur,  fed  et  crafis  infuper  fanguinis  plurimum  ex- 
altatur,  Sc  omnia  corporis  fluida  colore  quali  juvenili  foventur. 

44.  Salia  alcalina  vafculorum  tunicas  blande  liimulant,  Sc 
a  fordibus  liberant ;  pituitofos  Sc  glutinofos  humores  folvunt; 
coagulationes  acidas  Sc  acres  liquant  Sc  perdunt ;  ac  exinde 
tarn  fecretiones  quam  excretiones  naturales  promovent :  duni 
fpiritus  volatilis  lfomachum  refovet  ;  digellioni  favet ;  cere- 
brum  alit ;  nervos  recreat ;  fpiritus  animates  vivificat;  ala- 

t  ■  ‘  *  *  » 

critatem  omnibus  impertit ;  nec  non  vitam  recentem  atque 
vigorem  aeque  mentis  ac  corpoiis  ceconomiae  diRnbuit. 
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45.  Sin  autem,  praeterea,  hujus  fontis  facilitates  clemen- 
ter  evacuantes,  (qua?  quidem  ex  terra  calcaria,  fale  alcalino, 
&  fulphure,  jundtis,  ac  a  ferri  pondere  preffis,  facile  exoriri 
queant)  dibtis  mirifice  alterantibus,  adjiciamus,  abunde  erit 
ledtoribus  evidens,  aquas  Thetfordienfes,  omnia  quae  poilit 
medicina  in  chronicis  fanandis,  valere. 

HISTORIA  I. 

Vir  dodtus,  atque  bonee  ftirpis,  triginta  circiter  annos  na- 
tus,  jam  inde  a  teneris  unguiculis  capitis  dolore  fuerat  vexa- 
tus,  atque  ftudiis  literarum  nimia  data  opera,  in  melancho- 
liam  tandem  delapfus  ell ;  cum  autem  per  fex  folum  hebdo- 
madas,  ex  fonte  hoc  noftro  falutifero  haufhilum  quotidie 
bibiflet,  pancratice  valuit. 

HISTORIA  II. 

Annis  abhinc  tribus,  mulier  quadragenaria,  poftquam  Ho¬ 
rn  achi  atque  inteftinorum  dolore  acerbo,  quad  perpctuo,  at¬ 
que  affedtione  hyfterica,  diu  laboraverat,  nec  non  ciborum 
appetentiam,  virefque  fuas,  haud  modice  perdiderat,  per 
tempora  unius  anni  seftiva,  aquas  Thetfordienfes  omni  fere 
mane  propinavit:  intra  vero  fpatium  paucorum  menlium, 
falutem  queefitam  omnino  recepit,  atque  eadem,  ad  hunc 
ufque  diem,  feliciter  ufa  eih 

Cum  morborum  fanatorum  hiftorioe,  ad  vulgum  aftu  cap- 
tandum,  faepiffime  excogitantur ;  8e  quandocunque  illarum 
contenta  prius  deprenfa  funt,  (uti  modo  obfervavimus)  poteft- 
atibus  aquarum  fidem  firmare,  ufui  effe  haud  poflunt ;  liquet 
enim  a  priori  has  ab  illis  omnino  pendere  :  ita  quidem  con¬ 
it  at,  ex  analyfi  jam  abfoluta,  fonte m  noftrum,  fulcris  tam 
infirm  is  nullo  modo  indigere,  ideoque  fide  de  hiftoriis  quad 
invito,  promiffis,  tandem  liberata,  finem  fcribendi  hie  facere 
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liceret.  Sed  fanatio  quaedam  conjugis  mese  fidiflimae  in- 
dgnior,  quam  ab  orco,  quad  mortuam,  in  lucem,  8c  falu- 
tem  hxc  aqua  fubito  revocavit,  tam  publicum  fadti  tedimo- 
nium,  quam  gratae  meae  recordationis  monumentum,  atque 
aquae  ipdus  praecellentis  judum  inde  encomium,  merito  re  - 
quirit.  Fida  ergo  hujus  cafus  narratione  hanc  difiertationem 
claudam. 

H  I  S  T  O  R  I  A  III. 

r  >  f'''!  .  '  v 

Uxor  mea  chari  dim  a  jam  inde  a  prima  adolefcentia  aegro 
corpore  fuerat,  cui  8c  indies  valetudo  in  pejus  gradatim  rue- 
.bat,  donee  in  vitae  tandem  iplius  periculum  plane  incididet. 
Ventriculus  8c  hypogadrium  quotidie  dolebant,  vermes  tor- 
quebant,  animi  deliquium  atque  vomitus  faepiilime  inter- 
fuerunt.  Dolores  in  capite  acutidimi  adeo  excruciabant,  ut 
earn  identidem  omni  ratione  privabant,  faciem,  mirandum  in 
modum,  tumefaciebant,  atque  caput  univerfum  convuldoni- 
bus  afficiebant :  neque  haec,  nid  vini  fpiritibus  ac  opiatis 
potentidimis  adhibitis,  ullo  modo  ferenda. 

His  aerumnis,  artuum,  totiufque  corporis,  angoras,  nau- 
fea,  anorexia,  apepda,  refpirationis  difficultas,  ade£lio  hy- 
derica,  dbrarum  crads  imbecillima,  atque  flacciditas,  nec  noft 
virium  tam  animi  quam  corporis,  proftratio,  tabefque  ipfa, 
accedebant.  Invalefcentibus  his  malis,  neque  meis  ipdus, 
neque  medicorum  amicorum,  ftudiis  peperci,  ut  remedium 
falubre  morbis  talibus  inveniretur.  Sed  incadum,  nam  etd 
omnium  fere  medicamentornm  periculum  fecidet  quae  ars 
medica  noftra  fuppeditare  potuidet,  fymptomata  tamen  indies 
ingravefeebant,  atque  aegra  infelix  magis  magifque  in  mife- 
ria  vitam  degebat. 

Cum  res  ita  fe  haberent,  nihil  nobis  praeterea  redabat, 
nid  aditus,  (uti  mos  ed)  ad  aquas  minerales,  Bathoniamque 
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adire  ftatutum  eft  :  dum  autem  id  meditabarmir,  inceflit  mihi 
fufpicio,  (ita  periculofe  cegrotabat)  ne  iter  adeo  longum  mor¬ 
tem  illi  allaturum  fit ;  ideoque  prce  animi  folicitudine,  vix 
apud  me,  aquas  noftras  Thetfordienfes,  in  quibus  omnis  fpes 
jam  nobis  reliqua  fuit,  analyfi  tentare  aggreftus  fum  :  fuc- 
ceftu  vero  quam  felici  analyfis  ipfa  abunde  manifeftavit. 
Sic  ergo  paratus,  nihil  praedicere  dubitavi  has  aquas  foterias, 
Bathonienfibus  ipfis  pneftantiores  efle,  atque  illarum  ufum 
protinus  omnibus  commendare ;  eo  ipfo  tempore,  conjugi 
meae  iftam  falutem  fumma  cum  fklucia  augurans,  quam 
rev  era,  eafdem  hauriendo,  brevi  confecuta  eft.  Etenim,  a 
prima  ipfa  potatione,  capitis  dolores,  quaft  divinitus,  pelle- 
bantur  ;  ciborum  aviditas,  atque  digeftio  falutifera,  illico  ex- 
citabantur ;  vermes  interfecfti  e  corpore  ejiciebantur ;  nec 
non  inter  unius  menfis  fpatium,  tremenda  ilia  morborum  co- 
hors,  penitus  fuba6ta  fuit,  atque  aegra,  integra  valetudine 
viribufque  infolitis,  ad  hunc  ufque  diem,  (nempe  per  qua- 
driennium)  exinde  dotata  eft. 

„  •  -  ,  rr  .  >  '  -T  f  •  ,  *  .  .  ,  .  .  _!» 
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Dr.  Plott’s  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Earl  of  Arlington, 
Vifcount  Thetford,  Baron  Arlington  of  Arlington,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  &c.  on  the  antient  name  of  Thetford. 

My  Lord, 

IT  being  your  pleafure  to  intimate  when  I  had  firft  the  honour  to  wait 
on  your  lordfhip  that  you  would  gladly  know  fomewhat  of  the  ancient 
Sitomagus ,  now  Thetford,  near  your  magnificent  feat  at  Eufton,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  interpret  your  lordlhip’s  defire,  as  no  lefs  than  a  command,  that 
I  Ihould  fearch,  not  only  the  antient,  but  modern  writers,  concerning  it, 
and  then  to  give  your  lordlhip  the  beft  account  I  could. 

Not  therefore  to  trouble  your  lordlhip  with  the  fopperies  of  Annius  Vi- 
terbienfis*,  and  out  of  him  of  count  Palatine,  White  of  Bafingftoke  b,  that 
not  only  the  towns  here  in  Britain  ending  in  magUS  or  tltagum,  but  all  thofe 
alfo  of  the  fame  termination  beyond  the  feas,  were  fo  denominated  by  I 
know  not  what  magUS,  the  fecond  king  of  the  Celtse,  fon  of  Samothes,  who 
forfooth  firft  taught  this  weftern  part  of  the  world  to  build  them  houfes  and 
cities,  which  might  defervedly  therefore  receive  their  names  from  him  : 

Nor  groundlefsly  with  Ifacius  Pont  anus ,  to  run  up  fo  high  as  the  firft  ages 
«f  the  world,  and  derive  it  from  the  Hebrew  magOHc,  which,  fays  he,  fig- 
nifies  habitationem  <vel  habitations  locum,  or  with  Goropius  Becanus d  and  Skin- 
nere,  to  fetch  it  from  the  German  iliac,  whence  the  word  ttiacljCIT  facers,  and 

a  Joh.  An.  Viterbienf.  lib.  xv.  fob  125. 
b  Rich.  Viti  Balingftochii  Hift.  Bvittan.  lib.  i.  n.  19. 
c  lfacii  Pontani  Gloff.  prifco-gallic.  in  verbo. 
d  Gorop.  Becani  Gallicor.  lib.  i.  p  21. 
c  In  Etymologico  Onomaflico,  in  rerbo. 
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whence  the  things  made  were  called  niagClt,  all  which  feems  to  refer  to  the; 
building  of  houfies;  with  whom  agrees  Beatus  Rhenanus f  “  magum,  prifcis 
Gallis ,  domum  fignificaffe  : 

To  avoid  and  pafs  by,  I  fay,  all  fuch  trifling  etymologies,  and  proceed 
upon  furer  grounds  than  fuch  mere  fancies  of  the  brain,  without  foundation 
in  the  things  themfelves,  1  thought  fit,  my  lord,  to  fearch  out  all,  or  moft  of 
the  cities  and  towns,  as  well  in  the  neighbouring  nations  to  us,  as  here  at 
home,  vvhofe  antient  names  did  terminate  in  magUS  or  ntagUttl,  and  then  con- 
fider  their  antiquities,  fituations,  whether  fortified  or  no,  their  initial  diffe¬ 
rential  titles,  preceding  the  common  one  of  tttagUS,  and  other  accidents  at¬ 
tending,  from  which  I  thought  might  be  railed  much  more  probable  con- 
jeffures. 

Firfl:  then  for  the  cities,  whofe  antient  names  did  terminate  in  wagu$,  I 
find  in  and  about. 

GERMAN  Y. 

Noviomagus  Batavorum ,  now  j^ftcumageJI  in  Gelderland. 

Noviomagus  Trevirorum ,  now  jfijeumagcn 

Noviomagus  Nevetum,  now  f^ptei*  or  &)lDcnf)din  in  the  Palatinate.. 

Mar  comagus ,  now  SDtt^Cit,  between  Triers  and  Cologne . 

Rtgomagus ,  now  3$  image  it-  LLoydo  HutC. 

Dur nomagus ,  now  BDtufmagcn. 

Drufomagas,  now  &emptcn.  Ptolom.  Spcmitugeil. 

jidiomagus ,  now  pfuUStttSO^f.  Rhenano . 

Brivomagus ,  IBrucotn&t Rhenano,  near  St rajb urg. 

In  FRANCE. 

Augujlomagus  SilvaneStum,  now  £>enlt3.  1  In  the  dukedom  and  country  of 

Gafaromagus  Bellovacorum ,  now  HocaubatS.  J  Valois ,  in  theifle  of  France . 

Juliomagus ,  now  $ngtCttb  in  Anjou. 

Caturigomagus ,  now  Ctjorges,  in  the  Upper  Delphinate. 

Rotomagus  Vellocujtorum ,  now  Koait  1  In  Normandy. 

Noviomagus  Lexoviorum ,  now  |.tfieUJC  J 

Noviomagus  Tricajlinorum,,  now  $Q£0n,  in  Picardy. 

In  BRITAIN,. 

Sitomagus ,  now  ClcCforD  in  Norfolk. 

Cafaromagus ,  now  Chehiesford  in  EJfex. 

Noviomagus ,  now  Crayford  in  Kent  a 


<  Beat!  Rhenanv  Rerum  Gcrmanicarum,  lib.  iii.  cap.  Mogunciacuin. 
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In  the  Alpine  countries  and  entrance  of  Italy. 

Scingomagus ,  now  pDefdUS,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps. 

Bodincomagus ,  Plin.  Induflria,  CattUlloUTSgU#  ad  Padum. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  antiquity  of  the  places  that  had  thefe  terminations,  l 
find  them  to  have  been  long  before  the  coming  of  the  Romans  into  thefe 
weftern  parts  of  the  world,  though  it  be  alio  true  that  the  Romans  did  make 
ufe  of  them  afterwards,  as  will  appear  anon. 

For  had  this  termination  been  brought  in  by  them,  or  at  all  ufed  by 
them,  before  their  coming  this  way,  we  lhould  certainly  have  had  towns  in 
the  heart  of  Italy,  of  the  fame  name  in  great  plenty,  whereas  we  find  bur 
two,  and  thofe  in  Gallia  Italic  a,  (HBoDtncomagUS  and  CamtUomagUS)  that 
ever  enjoyed  it. 

Thirdly,  for  the  fituations,  I  find  them  all  upon  rivers,  and  mofl:,  if  not 
all,  upon  the  moll  fordable  places,  as  indeed  it  feems  but  neceffary  that  ail 
cities  fhould  be,  before  the  building  of  bridges  and  boats,  all  paffengers 
being  abfolutely  obliged  to  flock  to  fuch  places  where  they  might  either  wade 
through  themfelves,  or  upon  the  backs  of  cattle.  And, 

Fourthly,  to  have  been  fenced  for  the  mofl  part  with  antient  works  caff 
up,  and  to  have  had  the  reputation  of  flrong  holds. 

From  which  confiderations,  I  take  leave  to  infer  in  all  probability, 

Firfl,  that  the  people  of  Germany,  Gaule,  the  Alpine  countries,  and  part 
at  leafl  of  Britain,  were  originally  but  one  nation,  of  one  language,  viz.  the 
old  Celt®  or  Kelts,  brought  hither  after  the  flood  and  confufion  of  Babel, 
by  Afhkenaz,  greatgrandchild  of  Noah,  as  is  concluded  by  Cluveriusg,  not 
only  for  naming  their  cities  after  the  fame  manner,  but  from  very  many 
words  fignifying  the  very  fame  things,  in  all  thefe  nations,  as  is  copioufly 
made  out  by  the  fame  Philip  Cluverius,  in  his  Germania  Antiqua. 

Secondly,  that  the  colonies  of  the  Celt®  of  Germany  and  Gaul,  as  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  Britain,  gave  the  fame  names  to  the  cities  they  built  here,  that  the 
cities  had  from  whence  they  came,  whereof  C®far  h  gives  us  ample  tefti- 
mony.  “  Britanni®  pars  interior  (fays  he;  ab  iis  incolitur,  quos  natos  in 
infula  ipfa  memoria  proditum  dicunt :  Maritima  pars,  ab  iis  qui  pred®  ac 
belli  inferendi  caufa,  ex  Belgio  (fort t  Gallia  Belgic a)  tranfierant;  qui  omnes 
fere  iis  nominibus  civitatum  appellantur  quibus  orti  ex  civitatibus  eo  perve- 
nerunt.”  So  that  all  our  Britifh  cities  terminating  in  mntJU0  being  not  far 
from  the  fea  coafls  over  againft  Gaul  or  Germany,  in  all  probability  they 

2  Phil.  Cluveiii  Germ,  antiques,  lib.  i.  cap.  4,  6,  7. 

h  Julii  Ceefaris  Cummenurior.  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  v. 
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did  receive  their  names  from  other  cities,  of  the  fame  denomination,  in  thofe 
countries  ;  thus  our  Ctefaromagus  peradventure  received  its  name  from  a. 
colony  that  came  from  Ccefaromagus,  now  XScaubatS  in  the  ifie  of  France, 
and  our  Noviomagus,  from  another  that  came  from  Noviomagus,  now 
Lificup  in  Normandy,  or  Noviomagus,  now  JSicttmagC!!  in  Gelderland.  As 
for  Sitomagus,  of  that  in  the  conclufion.  And, 

Thirdly,  if  it  be  demanded  what  magUS  fhould  fignify  in  the  Keltifli  (or 
Celtic)  language,  upon  confideration  that  all  thefe  cities  are  fituate  upon 
rivers,  and  mod  of  them,  if  not  all,  upon  the  mod  fordable  places;  and  fe- 
condly,  it  having  been  cudomary  in  antient  times,  to  give  names  to  cities* 
upon  fuch  accounts,  as  appears  from  Oxford,  Hereford,  Stafford,  Bedford, 
Hartford,  Guildford,  Dart-ford,  See.  in  England,  and  both  the  Frankfords, 
Erford,  Shawnford,  Hafenford,  Klagenford,  Steenford,  Ochfenford,  &c. 
in  Germany,  what  if  I  fhould  guefs  with  Cluverins  k  that  magus,  in  the  old 
Keltifh  (or  Celtic)  language,  diould  fignify  the  fame  as  vadum  a  ford?  which 
being  underdood  by  the  Saxons  at  their  arrival  here,  they  might  probably 
turn  all  the  magi  into  fo  many  fords,  a  word  then  more  in  ufe  among  them  : 
Thus  Sitomagus  turned  into  Thetford,  Caefaromagus  into  Chelmsford,  and 
Noviomagus  into  Crayford  or  elfe. 

Fourthly,  mod  of  thefe  magi  having  been  fortified  places,  perhaps  raagUS 
may  fignify  drong  or  fortified,  from  maegen,  j potejlas ,  potentia ',  from  the 
verb  majan,  poffe,  among  the  Low  Dutch,  mogljeil  mighty  ;  hence  the  old 
Noviomagus  Batavorum ,  and  Noviomagus  Brevirorum  are  called  ^itfuntageil 
and  djiemnagClt,  that  is,  the  new  fortreffes,  to  this  very  day,  which  in  procefs 
of  time  arriving  to  greatnefs*  and  becoming  cities,  in  all  likelihood,  made 
the  Roman  emperors,  and  other  great  men,  to  prefix  their  names  to  many  of 
them,  as  is  plain  from  Juliomagus ,  Ccefaromagus,  Auguflomagus,  Drufomagus y 
Camillomagus ,  &c.  which  probably  alfo  made  Paulus  Merula  think  jnagt?5 
fignified  urbs ,  a  city  ;  whence  fays  he  magen  m  denotes  a  people  of  the 
fame  city,  efpecially  if  joined  in  affinity  to  one  another  ;  whence  alfo,  by  the 
way,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice,  that  Mr.  Cambden,  and  after 
him  Mr.  Burton,  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  both  of  them  citing  Pliny’s  u  au¬ 
thority,  which  had  I  found  true,  I  fhould  gladly  engugh  have  clofed  with 

’  I  believe  take  any  county,  and  half  or  more  of  the  towns  and  villages  will  appear  to  have 
taken  their  names  from  their  fituations. 

k  Phil.  Cluverii  Germ.  Antiq.  lib.  i.  cap.  7. 

]  Whence  fome  deduce  the  word  magazine.  Vide  Ifacii  Pontani  G!of,  prifco-gall.  in  verbo 

magus. 

P.  Merulae  Cofinogr.  part.  2.  lib.  iii.  cap.  7. 

*  Piin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  exp.  16. 
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them  •,  but  I  appeal  to  any  indifferent  judge,  whether  any  fuch  mtater  can  be 
gathered  from  the  place  cited,  that  it  fignifies  urbem ,  or  any  other  place  that 
could  yet  be  met  with  in  him,  either  by  Gluverius  °,  or  others. 

Now  which  of  thefe  conjefhires  concerning  the  fignification  of  magus 
comes  neareft  to  truth,  is  wholly  left  to  your  lordfhip’s  judgment,  the  IttagUS 
inquired  after  anfwering  all  the  three  ;  firft,  being  fituate  on  a  ford,  as 
its  prefent  name  imports  ;  fecondly,  there  remaining  now  a  high  mount, 
fenced  with  a  double  rampier,  and,  as  report  goeth,  fortified  in  antient 
times  witli  walls.  And  thirdly,  having  been  a  large  city,  and  an  epifcopal 
feep.  But  as  for  the  city  Sito?nagus,  I  take  it  either  to  have  received  its 
narfie  from  fome  other  foreign  city  of  the  fame  denomination  forgotten  and 
loft,  or  elfe  from  a  colony  of  people  themfelves,  that  lived  formerly  among 
cities  of  that  termination,  who  might  plant  themfelves  here,  and  give  their 
city  the  name  of  Sitomagus  ;  in  the  military  tables  of  Conrad  Peutinger, 
perhaps  more  truly  written  Sinomagus  or  Senomagus  from  themfelves,  being 
a  colony  of  the  antient  Senones  of  Gaul,  whofe  capital  city  was  Senoncrum 
civitas ,  now  Sens  in  Champayne.  Or  that  the  name  Sitomagus  ftiould  feem 
more  agreeable  as  to  its  orthography,  ’tis  eafy  to  deduce  it  from  a  colony  of 
the  Sitones,  an  antient  people  of  Germany,  bordering  on  the  Sinones,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Tacitus*1,  concerning  whom,  if  it  be  doubted  (by  reafon  of  the 
diftance)  how  they  {hould  ever  come  hither,  the  fame  Tacitus  affords  us  a 
great  probability  they  might;  for  fpeaking  in  the  fame  place  of  the  Eftyi,  a 
neighbouring  nation  to  them,  he  fays,  that  though  in  their  manners  they 
agree  with  the  Sinones,  yet  in  their  language  they  were  nearer  the  Bri  tains, 
which  how  they  fhould  come  by,  without  fome  communication,  will  be  hardly 
made  out  ;  from  all  which  'tis  ealily  deducible,  that  whether  our  Sitomagus , 
Sinomagus ,  or  Senomagus ,  received  either  its  name  from  a  foreign  city  or  peo¬ 
ple,  yet  it  imports  no  more  than  the  fortrefs  or  city,  built  by  the  Senones  or 
Sitones,  on  the  ford,  on  which  the  fame  people  thought  fit  to  plant  themfelves. 

And  thus,  my  lord,  I  have  given  you  my  thoughts  concerning  your  neigh¬ 
bouring  town  Sitomagus ,  and  of  all  others  of  the  fame  termination,  wherein 
if  I  have  not  fatisfied  your  lordfhi p’s  judgment,  yet  if  I  have  given  your  lord- 
JfKip  any  diyerfion,  or  but  {hewed  my  readinefs  to  ferve  your  lordfihip,  either 
of  thefe  will  appear  abundant  fatisfa&ion  to  your  lordfhip’s  mod  faithful  and 
obedient  fervant, 

R'O  B.  P  L  O-T.  • 

u 

*  Phil.  Cluverii  Germ.  Anti q.  lib.  i.  cap.  7. 

p  Vid.  Cambden  Brit,  in  coin.  NorfF. 

•*  C.  Corn.  Taciti,  lib.  defeitu,  moribus,  et  populis  Germanic,  cap.  xlv.  • 
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N°  TI.  p.  1 6. 

The  fucceffion  of  the  Eaft  Anglian  Kings. 


The  dates  of  the  beginning  of  their  reigns  added  from  the 
Fafti  at  the  end  of  the  Scriptores  poll  Bedam. 


1  UfFa r,b 

2  T  i  t  i  1 ab 

Fafli 

5?5 

582 

3  Red  wald fbc 

593 

4Erpvvald 

624 

Sigebertabde 

C  Egric ef 

636 

638 

7  Anna e 

642 

8  Ethelred ei 

654 

9  Athelwald cg 

656 

10  Aldulfs 

664 

1 1  Alfwaldh 

683 

12  Beorne ' 

13  Ethelred  id 

14  Ethelbert 

690 

7*4 

749 

murdered  by 
Offa  793 


Year 

Stowe. 

Tyirel. 

Rapin. 

Carte. 

Blair. 

Strutt. 

Stowe. 

492 

571 

575 

575 

575 

7 

499 

578 

578 

582 

20 

599 

593 

599 

593 

2S 

5r9 

1  d  6 1 7 

55  + 

599 

f  624 

1  636 

;  617 

1  d628 

}  624 

629 

635 

12 

569 

f  flain 

ref.  634 

641 

l  652 

644 

d  635 

636 

643 

637 

644 

643 

J 

d654 

635 

643 

654 

654 

656 

19 

654 

1 

Id  654 

Strutt  makes 

25 

1 

r  654 

Holin.fay  12 

^655 

24 

655 

J 

r  655 

655 

614 

l  d  664 

664 

664 

i 

r  683 

683 

1 

L  d  749 

749 

749 

749 

715 

749 

758 

767 

790 

793 

793 

792 

Speed. 
7 

20 


g  |  elfewherc4o 
j  Brady  44 
12 


o 

4 

J3 

2 

9 


7 

26 

52 


3  Mat.  W eftm. 
b  Bede  ii.  15. 

d  Bromton. 

«  Bede  iii.  iS.  22.  24. 
f  Hoveden. 

s  Hift.  Elienf.  Ang.  Sac.  i.  595, 
h  Hunbeorna  Simeon  Duneltn. 

*  Alured  Beverl. 

k  Sim.  Dun.  Chron.  Mailros.  Tyrrel  749.  Rapin  quotes  Tyrrel  for  quoting  the  Chron.  Mail,  for 
Sixitheard  749. 


Stowe  begins  the  kingdom  83  years  later  than  any  other  hiftorian,  and  thence 
makes  Sigebert  and  Egric  reign  68  years  (whereas  they  reigned  but  7),  to  bring 
things  right.  Strutt  alters  the  dates  on  no  attefted  authority. 


A  P  P  E  N- 


A  P  P  E  N 


D  I  X. 


7 


N  III.  p.  36. 


TERRA  EPI  TEDFORDENSIS  ad  epifcopatu  pt’nens  t.r.e. 


x- 1 


ERRA  Willi  Epi.Hund  de  Grenehou  .  Crefincghahl * 

_ ^  ,  _ _  _ ,  V  ^  .0 

tenet  eps  in  dnio  p  maneriu  7  p  n.car  tre.tc  vn.vift  m 
rin.iii  ni.bor.tc  mrfer.m  i.tc  11  car  in  dnio  m  in. 
tc  int  hoes  1  car.m  dim.  Silv  lx  pore,  vin  ac  pti.11 
mot.  11  pile. Sep  xxir.anim  7  v  nine  7  xvii  pore  7' 

‘j  ‘j  “7  Q 

lxxx  ou  7  1  eccta.xx  ac  vat  xx  d  7  xvii  .foe  de  lx  a 
7  in  ac  pti  .7  hi  car.tc  vat  vi  lib  ,m  ix.7  ht  1  leug 
in  long. 7  dim .  in  lat.7  totu  fimul  c  tenentib?  in  ea< 
reddit  xim  d  qn  hund  reddit  xx .  fot. 

9  <7  y 

/"Gavvide  b  tenuit  Ailmer  epc  t.r.e.p  man  7  p  in  car 
tre .  m  tenet  Eps  in  dnio  .  Sep  n  car  in  dnio  .7  1  car  hom 
7  xvi  vitt.tc  xxviii  bor .  m  xxim  .  sep  1  fer  .  xl  ac 
pti.filv  clx  porc.i  mot  7  xxxii  ac  tre.tc  xxv  fat 

o  *7  *7  *7  fl  •  h 

m  xxi. 7  hi  foe  de  xxix  ac  7  1111  ac  pti.  Sep  1  rune 

t]  h  h  s 

7  in  an  7  xxv  porc.cxc  ov.tc  vat  xm  lib  m  xvm. 

*7  .  *7  h  .  *7 

7  x  fot  totu  hr  1  leug. in  long.7  dim  in  lat  7  reddit 
xn  d  de  gelt 

K  Smezeduna c  Hund  .  Tornhamtdenuit  Ailmar  epc 

'  P  j  Ij  L,  tj  ^  _  t j  Cj  If 

t.r.e  p  man  .  m  Eps  ind  p  man. 7  p  in  .car  tre. 7  sep- 

*7  —  “7  “7  t  ‘j  a 

hi  car  in  dnio  7  in  car  hom  7  xxi  vitt  xnn  ac  pti 

m  1  mot  7  xvi  foe  de  1  car  7  dim. 7  v  .bor  .  In  dhia* 

i  ‘i  •}  ^  'i  .  ,.A  o 

11  rune .  n  an  xxx.porc  7  d  ov  .  tc  val  xnn  Iid  m 

<7  <7  *7  .  “7  1 

xvi .  totu  lit  i  leug  in  long.7  dim. in  lat  7  reddit- 
n  fot.de  gelto. 

p  Hund  de  grenelliou.  Scofftam  tenuit  Ailmar  epc 

/  “7  i  o  ■]'  ,  .b  - 

t.r.e. 7  p  vi  car. tre  111  tenent  Ricard  7  heli  de  epo. 

a  Great  Crejjinghanu  It  palled  to  the  fee  and  convent  of  Norwich;  and,  at  the  difToIution,  to-5 
the  family  of  Jenney.-  Blomefield,  III.  425.-. 

b  Gayvoodi now  in  Free'oridge  hundred,  belonging  to  the  Wyches.  Bl.  IV.  £31. 
c  Smelbdon, 

A  [bor nbam.  The  bifhop  of;  Norwich  exchanged  it  with  H.  VIII.  and  it  was  granted  to  dif¬ 
ferent  lay  lords.  Bl.  V .  13.26. 
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Sep  hi  vift.tc  xix  bor  m  xv  tc  mi .  fcr.m  .  i.viii. 

f  *  *7  _ -o 

ac  pti .tc  i  .  car  in  dnio  m  in  .  tc  n  car  hom.m 
i .  Sep  xxii  pore .  cclxxx  ou  .  tc  vat  xl  fot .  m  lx 
totu  ht  i  leug  in  longo  7  dim  in  lat.7  reddit 
xvii  .  d  .  de  cel  to. 


A 


awendic  Hund.Elmehametenuit  Ailmar  epc 
-  -  ‘i  h 

t.r.e.p  man. 7  p  vm  car  tre  m  tenet  Lpc  in  dnio 
Sep  xn  viri.7  lxm  bor .  tc  vi  fer.m  iiii.xxnii  ac 

t  Ji  %  _ _  *?  7  _  *7  7— t 

pti  .lep  mi  car  in  dnio  7  xvi  car  hom .  tc  filv  CO 

*7  o  r  v  .  ^  ‘j 

pore . m .  d  . letup  1111  mol. 7  in  rune.  7  xxxii  pore 
ccc  011  xxxv  cap  7  xxim  foe  de .  1 .  car  tre .  Stigand 

*7  *7  *7  *7  o  *7  *7 

foca  t.r.e.7  m  in  OOilhamb  fep  mi  .car  mi  ac  pti 

*7  *7  ^ 

Silv  xxx  pore .  1  mot .  hie  jacet  sep  .  1  beuuita  que 

_  77  7  f 

vocat  Betelleag.  de  1  car  tre. 7  vn  uiii  x  ac  pti. sep 

1  car  in  dnio. 7  n  .  pofst  reftaurari . sep  n  .car  hom. 

7  hie  iacet  1  foe  de  xxvi  ac  sep  .  1  car  7  1  ac  7  dim 

pti .  Silv  .v  pore  7 . 1  ecctia  ieft  manerio  de  lx  ac 

7  1  car. 7  vat  v  fot  7  mi  d  .tc  vat  totu  x  lib  .Poll 

7  m  xxxii  ht  1  leug.  in  long. 7  dim  in  Iat.7  redd  xx 

d  de  gelto.7  biuuita  ht  vm  qr  in  Ion. 7  1111  in  lat. 

/  Hund  de  brodercros  .  Colechircahtenuit  A  .  t.r.e 

'  7  l7‘70._.  .  o  ^ 

p  man  7  p  n  car  tre  .  m  e  in  dnio  .tc  1  vitt  m  nuU 
Sep  x  1 1  bor .  tc  1 1 1 1  fer  .  m  1 1  .  Sep  .  1 1  car  .  in  dnio. 

Silv  lx  pore,  mi  ac  pti.  vii  animalia  xxvii  pore. 

—  *7  o  7  7  7 

tc  7  ov  m  clx  cap.eccle  xl  ac  vat.  n  fot.7  xim  foe. 

*7  o  <7  .0 

de  lxvi  ac  tc  m  .car  m  n  7  dim.tc  vat  vi  lib  m  ix. 

—  /<  *7  *7  *7 

Jit  v  qr  in  long. 7  1111  in  lat.7  xi  d  in  gelto. 


f  Jrlund  de  Galgou  .  Saxclinghaham'tenuit  A  t.r.e. 


e  Now  Klrnham ,  the  fee  before  it  was  removed  to  Thetford.  Bifliop  Nix  exchanged  it  with 
H.  VIII,  who  granted  it  to  Thomas  lord  Cromwell,  whofe  defendants  held  it  till  1631,  when 
Sir  Edward  Coke  had  it,  and  now  Mr.  Mills. 

f  See  Bl.  V.  1036.  s  Now  Beteleyt  lb.  V.  978. 

h  A  family  of  the  name  was  early  enfeoft  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  it  is  now  in  lord 
Townfend.  Bl.V.  982.  It  is  now  in  Launditch  hundred. 

’  Saxllngham.  Blomefield,  111,  33S.  makes  no  mention  of  the  bifliop  of  Thetford  among  the 
many  lurds  here  in  Domefday. 


9 


AP  PENDIX. 

p  man  7  p  i  car . tre.m  tenet  eps .  Sep  vii  bor.7  1  rer.7  1 

*7  .  _ _  .  *7  *7  ‘l  ■  . 

car  in  dnio  7  dim  car  hom.11  ac  pti .  appti^tu  e  in  tornedisk 
1  ecctia  de  xii  ac  .  De  hoc  man. tenet  W  dim  car  tre  7  r 

*7  <7  <7 

car. 7  vat  xx  lot. lit  vn  quar  in  long. 7  v  in  lat  .7  11  fot  de 
gelt. 


v 

man 


/HHund  de  Holt.Tornedis  k  tennit  Ailmar  epc  p 
7  p  viii  car  tre  t.r.e.7  m  el)S  111  dnio  •  bep  xl~  bor.7 
vin  i'er  7  viii  car  in  dnio  7  x  car  horn  .  Silv  1  porc.ix  ac. 

n  *  7  *7  *7 

pti  hi  mot. 11 11  rune. 7  xn  porc.c  ov.Huic  manerio  ptinent 

.  V  *7  *7  . 

pti  hi  mol  mi  rune,  xn  pore  c  ov  Kmc  manerio  ptinent 
mi  bevvite .  Hoc  e  Brutuna  7  Saxelingaha  7  Becham1  7 
hemededa.7  computate  st  inTornedis.7  xvi.foc  de  xxxvi  ac. 
Sep  int  eos  1111  car.totu  vat  t.r.e.xm  lib  m  reddit 
xxx  lib. lit  1  leu  in  long  7  mi  quar  in  lat  7  xii  d 
de  g.i  eccta  xxxn.ac  vat  xxxii  d. 

Y  Suanetunammtenuit  A  t.r.e  p  n  car  tre  7  iacet  ad 

’  <7  .  <7 

h idol fe ftu na .  Sep  viii  bor.7  n  car  in  dnio.tc  in  car 
hom.iii  1  7  11  posst  reflaurari .  Silv.c  pore  .  Tc  xiii  por. 
m  vi  m  cc  ov.Tc  vat  vi  lib.m  viii  7  ht  dim  leug  in  long 
7  d  in  lat  7  in  d  de  g. 


rn 


und  de  grenehou  .  Hindringaham  n  tenet  Eps  in  dnio 
qd  tenuit  ailm  p  man  7  p  nn  car  tre  t.r.e. Sep  xi 
vitt.tc  xx  bor .  m  xv.tc  viii  fer.rn  vii  .Sep  1111  car  in  dnio 

<7  <7  <7  o 

tc  v  car  horn  m  in  .  tc  filv  x  por .  m  viii  .  sep  1  mot. 

H  „  .  “7  ,  i  r  -  ‘r  ..  V 

v  ac  pti. xvii  porc.clx  ov.vi  vala  apum  7  vii  loc  dim 

“7  *7  *7  *7  ‘t  '  ,  'l  o  i  ,  o 

car  tre  7  t.r.e. arabant  n  car  m.i  tc  val  x  lib.m 

*7  .  *7  *7  *7 

reddit  xv  lib.hr  1  leu  in  long. 7  1  lat. 7  11  foi  de  g 

.  “7  *7 

7  in  Warha  e  1  ho  ptinens  huic  maner  de  xti  ac  7 
Inguella  11  hoes  q  ptinent  huic  manerio  de  xii  ac 
past.c.ov. 

*  Thornage,  now  in  the  A  ft  ley  9.  Bl.V.  962  1  Bruntont  Saxlingham,  and  Beckham* 

m  Stanton,  now  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxford.  Bl.  V.  960. 
n  Hindringham ,  now  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  See  hereafter.  Bl.  V.  799. 
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A  _0  .  ...  v  n't  v  v  v 

dgamera 0 tenuit  Ailmar  e  p  man  7  p  in. car  tre  t.r.e 

m  tenet  Morel  de  epo  tc  xmi  uili.m  xm  tc  11  fer  m 

ftull.tc  11  car  in  dnio  m  1  tc  11  car  bom  m  n  bou 

7  11  car  posst  reftaurari  sep  1  rune  1  ac  pti  vm  pore 

tc  clxxx  ov  m  lxxxx  7  vii  loc  iacent  huic  ville  de 

xlv  ac.tc  11  car  m  1  tc  uat  lxx  fot  m  xlv  fot  7  mi  d 

7  1  foe  q  e  in  murlai.  ho  epi  Witii  tc  arabat  1  carr  m  n 

bob;  //'.In  torp  tenuit  A.i  foe  7  n  bor.7  ptinet  ad 

langliam.  /Mn  locham  tenet  W  de  noiers  de  epo  0.1  libm 

homine  que  tenuit  A  epc  t.r.e  de  xxm  ac  tre  7  non 

potat  tram  fuam  dare  vt  vende  7  erat  in  foca  reg .  tc  vaf 

v  v 

v  fot  m  xvii  fot  7  mi  d  7  In  bocham  tenet  1  foe  7  x  ac 

\ 

7  ptinet  In  hidringha. 

K\V alefliam  Hund.In  heinelintunap  xxi  foc.de  cxl  ac 
tre  7  vm  ac  pti.tc  in  car  7  dim  .  m  n.hoc  e  appeiatu 

<7  V 

in  blavvfckla .  In  ead  uitt  lx  ac  tre  in  dnio. 

ENSFORT  HFND»  Hidolfefluuam  *  tenet  Epc  1  dnio  p 
mail  7  p  cc  ac  Sep  xn  uiiii  7  xxii  bord.7  hi  fer .7  n 
car. in  dnio  7  v  car. horn. tc  filu  dc  pore.m  ccc  xn  ac 

e  •  ^  *7  *7 

pti. i  mot.  Sep  11  rune  7  xx  anun.7  xl  porc.xl  cap... 

11  vafa  apu.hic  iacet  1  berevvita  que  dr  nortunarde 
cc  ac.Sep  ix  vitt.7  vi  bor  .  tc  n  fer .  m  1 .  Sep  1  car 
in  dnio. 7  n  .  car  hominu  vm  ac  pti.  Silv  .  xxx  pore 
7  1  ecctia  in  manerio  de  xxvi  ac.7  vat  xx  d  7  tcia 
pars  eccte  in  berevvita.de  n.  ac.7  dim  7  uat  mi  d 

V  .  V  V 

7  vm  .  foc.de  li  ac  tre  qd  tenet  Hugo  de  epo  in  bord. 
sep  n  car  7  mi  ac  pti .  Silv  x  pore  7  In  Gegheftuertsi 
foe  de  xxini  ac  tre  7  n  bor.tc  dim  car.m  1  7  In 

*  Kgvjere.  It  came  after  to  Walfingham  priory,  and  at  the  diffolution  to  the  crown.  Bl.  V.  796. 
f  llcmlington.  This  part  he  held  in  right  of  his  fee;  another  in  his  own.  It  was  after  in  the 

Berneys.  Bl.  IV.  1469 

55  H’hjerjion.  Now  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  Bl.  IV,  400. 

*  Norton ,  ‘  Gejivoick* . 
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‘j  *;  ^ 

Gefetea1!!  foc.de  n  ac.qd  tenet  idem  hugo.tc  vat  totu 
x  lib.m  xiii  liB. 7  vm  fot. 7  hidolveftuna  ht  i  leug  in 
longo  7  i  in  lato  7  reddit  vm  d  7  obot  de  g. 

,  .  ,  _  .  )  *1  *7  i  *7 

el  minghamu  tenuit  Ailmar  epc  t.r.e  p  maneno.7 

<j  0  0 

p  hi  car  tre.m  tenet  Gonfrid  archidiacon  de  epo.tc 

() 

vm  viii  m  mi .  Sep  ix  bor .  tc  1  fer.m  null  femp  11 
car. in  dnio.femp  1  car .7  dim  hom.7  vm  ac  pti  et  1  moliii. 

< 7  u  ecclie  x  ac  .et  val.  vm  a.  “7 

modo  xi  pore  7  xix  ovs.Et  xiii  i'oc1? tenet  id  de  xl  ac. 

*7  a  • 

terre  femp  v  car  .7  11  ac  pti.  femp  vat  mi  lib. 

In  Corpfty  xxx  ac  tre  tenuit  Ailmarus  eps  t.r.e. fep 

‘j  ‘j  i  :  *7 

dim  car  et  1  ac  pti .  filva  de  mi  pore  7  vat  11  fot.foca 
1  cauftuna. 

Hund  .  de  tonfteda  .  In  Suafielda  x  ten  Gonfridus  1 
foe  x xn  11  ac  tre  et  n  bord  et  dim.et  1  car  7  vat  v 
fol  7  mi  d.  f'ln  eade  xxvm  ac  ad  ecctiam  .femp  1 
bord  et  11  ac  pti  et  vat  n  fot  et  totu  ht  1  lg  in 
longo  et  mi  qr  in  lat  7  1  perc  qcq  ibi  teneat  et 
xviii  d  de  gelto. 

EPWADE  HUNDRET .  Stratuna  *  tenat  Walt 


I  I 


FD 


diaconus  n  car  terre  xxx  ac  quas  tenuit  A  eps  t 

<7  *7  #  #  *7 

r.e  .Sep  vii  viit  7  vi  bord  et  dim.Tc  n  car  .in  dnio 

m .  1 .  tc  11  car  horn  m  1  ,vi  ac  pti .  Silv  de  vi  pore. 

et  sep  1  molin.7  1  an  et  xi  pore .  Et  xxvi  foe  .  ten 
9  ^  ‘i  _ 

Ranulf  7  Galt  diacon  R.ex  7  comes  dim  foca  et  hnt 

<7  i  . 

Ixxxm  ac  sep  n  car.  sep  vat  mi  lib  7  n  fot  dimidiu 
unu  ex  his  calumpniatur  qde  homo  comitis  alani  et 
die  qd  R .  eu  tenuit  p^  q.  forisfaceret .  ex  hac  offert  judi 
cium. 


*  Gel/?.  Ib. 

*  Sivafield.  Ib.  V.  1440. 


"  Helmingbam ,  now  in  Le  Grys.  IV.  397. 
y  Stratton.  Ib.  III.  123. 

B  b  b  2 
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TERRA  EIVSDEM  DE  FEVDOz.Smeteduna  H. 

Sctesforda  a  tenet  Guertbt.r.e  in  car. in  dominio  et  xv 
i  <)  V 

ac  .  Tc  xv  vift  p  7  modo  v  .  Sep  xxxix  bord.7  v  ferv  .vm 

ac  pti .  Sep  v  car  hominu .  filv  ad  lx  pore  mi  mot.  Sep 

1  rune  7  xlv  pore. 7  ccc  ovs.huic  man  iacet  1  bervita 

*7 

que  vocatur  frenga  .  Sep  1  car  in  dominio  .  et  vn  vili 

‘j  _  _  *7  *7  0 

7  11  foe  ten.  1  caf.et  di-m. 7  de  uno  ioc  fecit. bervita  .  Agelmar 

eps.St  vii  bord.7  ali  foe  ht  1111  bord.7  1  lift  ho  1  car  in 

dominio .  de  h  et  fecit  berevita  sep  vi  bord.7  11  .  fervi  Sc 
9  <7 

ali  lib  ho  fep  1  car  in  dominio. 7  de  hoc  fecit  berevita 
femp  11 1 1  bord  et  11  ferv  Sr  11  libi  hoes  11  car  tre  de  .h  e 

I  berevvita  11  car  in  dominio  et  v  bord.7  11  ferv.& 

II  ac  pti  7  t.r.e.i  molin  hunc  inde  tulit  anant  antec 

— «  *7  h  *7  .  9 

petri  de  valoniis .  hoc  t,otu  ual  t.r.e  xvi  lib  p  et  modo 
xxim  lib  .  In  eade  Ingulphus  ten  .1  car  tre  quam  tenuit 
Guert  t.r;e.femp  1  car  in  dominio  7  uat  x  fol.Tota 
ht  1  lg  in  longo  7  1  lg  in  lato  7  reddit  nn  fot  de  xx  fot 
de  gel  to. 

Hie  iacent  femo  vin  libi  homines  foca  et  comdatione 

V  <7  >  <; 

tantu.im  car  tre.Semp  v  viii  mi  ac  pti.Tc  nn  car., 
modo  hi. Tc  valet  xl  fol  modo  Ixxx.Totu  ht  1  lg  in 
longo  7  dim  in  lato  et  reddit  xvn  a  et  1  obolu  de  xx  fob 
de  gelto. 

Scerpham c  Hund  ret  .  In  eccles a  tenet  Rad  corns  t. 

V  9  .  9  9  9  9 

r.e.mi  car.p  tenuit  Radulfus  comes  fili  ei  pea  Ailmar 


x  Mr.  Blomefield  underftands  by  this  revenues  that  his  predeceflbrs  had  been  infeoffed  in  bj' 
other  pious  benefactors,  and  not  of  his  own  fee  or  inheritance.  Bl.  I.  254. 

3  SeJgcfortl.  Now  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  .  V.  1322. 
b  Bi other  of  Harold,  flain  at  Huttings.  ■ 

Sbroj>bam.  '  4  Eccles.  Now  an  the  Greens.  I,  274,  „ 
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eps  de  utroq.P  ea  Arf  eps .  m  tenet  Wilis  eps .  sep  xii  vitt 
et  xn  bord.Tc  v  ferv  .  modo  ii.xx  ac  pti.fiiv  c  pore. sep 
ii  car  in  dominio  .  Tc  v  car.hom  .modo  mi .  femp  i  molin 
m  hi  an.et  vii  por.clxxx  ovs.Tc  vat .  c . fot . modo  Ix.Totu 

tj 

bt  i  lg  in  longo  et  mi  qr  in  lato.et  vii  d  de  gelto ;  hanc 
tram  habuit  A  .  eps  in  tpr  utrorq,  7  hundret  nefeit  qm 
et  nuq  fuit  de  epifeopatu  .  telle  hund. 

H1} 

de  Holt.  In  langaham e  tenet  Guert  mi  car  tre 
t.r.e.Semp  xxxi  uiii  7  mi  bord  et  v  ferv  .  Semp 
in  dnio  mi  car. 7  hom.vm  car.vi  ac  pti  1  molin.  Sep 
1  runc.et  1  an.et  xvi  porc.et  lx  ovs  7  xvn  loc .  de  Ixxx 

‘j  __  11  ecciie  xvi  ac’  7  vat  xvi  3- 

ac  tre  et  mi  car.Tc  valet  vui  lib  modo  reddit  xx  lib  7 
lit  1  leug  in  longo  7  1  lg  in  lato .  et  11  fol  de  gelto  .  Ablate 
st  de  b  maneri  lx  ac  .  m  tenet  eos  petrus  de  valonis. 
Y^ErPINGEHAM NORT.  HvND  .  In  Gunetune  fquam 

*  Lj  Lj  Lj  Lj  lj 

emit  Almar  t.r.e  ad  epifeopatu  ten  die  quo  fuit  mor 
tuus  11  car  tre  .  vm  viti.femp  vi  bord  .  Semp  1  car 

tj  Lj 

indominio.11  car.hom.im  ac.et  dim. pti. Tc  1  molin  7 

o  0  *7  *7  n  •  •  17  .  r  V  % 

m  i  .bemp  1  runcr.et  1  an.et  11  porc.et  vm  loc. dim. car. 
tre  7  1  bord .  1  mot .  dim  ac  pti  .sep  11  car  .  Tc  val  xx 
fol  .modo  1111  lib  .  ht  dim  lg  in  longo  et  vi  qf  in  lato 
et  de  gelto  vi  d  7  hi  ferding.  De  has  tenet  Wilts  delivers  ' 

1  car. tre  et  1  car.fup  eu  7  vat  xii  fol  in  eod  ptio 
n  feepedane  bwita  gunetune  1  car  tre  .  Semp  in  vitt 

j)  '  \  r»  .  .  .  _  ‘l  ' 

in  bord.Tc' i  car.  in  dominio.  modo  dim  .  Sep  1  car. 

*7  *7  *7  •  ■  o 

horn  .Silva  vi  porc.i  ac.pti.Tc  val  x  fol  m  v  fol  et 
mi  d.et  ht  in  longo  dim  lg.et  nn  qr.ili  lato.Et  de  < 
gelto  vi  d. 

*  Langham.  It  now  belongs  to  lord  TownOiend.  Bl.  V.  955. 

f  Gunton.  Ailmar  being  deprived,  the  Conqueror  gave  it  to  bifhop  William.  A  family  of  thS' 
name  held  it  from  1122  to  1349.  It  is  now  in  the  Harbords,  IV.  314. 


n 


* 
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H/ND  DE  WALESSAAf.  In  begetuna  s  ten  eps  Almarns 
p  eptione  t.r.e .  cu  foca  et  faca  de  comire  Algaro  de  bor.et 
de  fequentib]  faldam .  in  car  terre  .  Tc  xl  bor  .  modo  xxix 
Sep  ii  car  in  dnio  .Tc  v  car  hominu  7  dim  .modo  v.xvi 
ac  pti  modo  1  rune. modo  xvi  pore. modo  cxl  ovs.et  v 
ioc  de  xxxu  ac  tre  et  ix  loc  de  1  ac.tre  et  vm  ac. tre.  Sep 
1  car .  Tc  totu  val  vi  lib.m  vn  lib. 7  xiii  fot.7  in  d  et  ht 

7  -  ij 

dim.lg  in  longo  7  dim  in  lato  et  de  gelto  xii  d  1  ecclia  vii 

ac  vat  vii  d. 

Ill  'ND  DE  GRENEHOV .  In  hoccham  ten  Wilt  de  noers  de 
W.eps  1  libum  homine  quem  ten. A. eps  t.r.e. xxm  ac 
tre  {7  non  poterat  terrain  fuam  dare  nec  vendere.et 
erat  in  foca  regis.Tc  valet  v  fol.modo  reddit  xxii  fob 

*7  *7 

7  hi  d.7  in  hoccham  tenet  1  foc.de  x  ac. terre  et  ptinet 
in  dregeham. 

H  . de  Walaflam.In  WalafTam h  1  libum  hoem  de  xvm 

t] 

ac  qs  ille  lib  ho  dedit  sco  bened  de  helmo.f7  ervaflus  eps 
inde  abfh.il  it.  modo  tenet  W.eps  7  valet  mi  fob 
HvNDREF  BLAFELDA  .  H  .In  blafelda 5  tenet  Almarus  eps 
t.r.e  .11  car  tre .  Sep  ix  viii.et  11  ferv  .  Sep  n  car 
in  dominio  7  dim  car  horn  .Silv  viii  pore  .7  mi  ac 

•  c-  *  17  J  17  17 

prati.bep  11  runc.et  11  an. modo  xi  porc.et  in  cap.et 
ifti  man  ptinet  xlm  foe  t.r.e. 7  femp  qui  non  potuerunt 
terras  fuas  vend  .  nec  dare. in  car  terre  7  ini  ac  pti 

<7  <7 

Tc  x  car.m  ix.  Wilts  tenet  v  foe  Rainaldus  Baldninns 

9 

7  heli .  Sup  hos  habuit  t.r.e  .  eps  vi  forisfafturas  .  fed 
hund  .  nec  vidit  breve  nec  figillu  nec  concefsu  regis  .  tnc 
totu  val  vii  lib  .modo  viii  lib.et  ht  1  lg  longi  et  hi 

1  Bnyton.  Exchanged  with  the  crown  1535.  Since  in  the  earl  of  Yarmouth ;  now  Mr.  Anfon. 
Bl.  V.  1462. 

h  iValJbam,  This  part  of  it  not  in  Blomefield,  V.  1496. 

’  Bloficld.  Bilhop  Rugg  of  Norwich  exchanged  with  the  crown  27  H.  VIII.  when  it  was 
_grantedto  the  Pafton  family,  who  held  it  1C40.  IV.  2, 
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‘j  v 

qr;7  in  lato  i  lg  et  i  qr  et  de  gelto  xxx  d .  h  man 
*7  0  _  9 

accep  Almar  cu  uxore  fua  antequa  effet  eps  et  p  ea 

tennit  in  epifcopatu.th  ten  W.eps. 

n  Plumefteda k  i  foe  eft  additus  ab  ervaflo.  fed  fuit 

Stigandi.m  ac.terre .  Semp  arat  cu  n  bovib  et  reddit 

v  d. 


FleCPVEST11\  .  hemesbei m  tenet  Algarus  comes  t.r.e. 

C) 

et  alwi  emit .  Stigandus  abftulit  et  dedit  Almaro  fri 

O 

fuo  .  {-j  hund  nefeit  quomodo  .  ex  illo  fuit  in  epifcopatli 

c 

in  dominio.m  ear  tre  et  femp  xxxm  viti  et  xm  bord 
Tc  vi  fer .  modo  hi  .  Semd  in  car  in  dnio  et  xi  car 

___  <7  _ _ l  ecciia  xx  ac’  7  val  xvi.  3 

hominuet  xl  ac  pti  &  n  falin  fh  xii  pore. 7  c  7  lx  ovs  et 

<7  <7  j  <7 

mi  foe  de  lx  ac  terre.nt  ac  pti  et  sep  1  car  .Ifti  man. 
ptinet  1  berewita  martham  11  car  tre .  Sep  vii  vilt 
et  in  bord.et  1  ferv  .  Sep  11  car  in  dnio  et  1  car  hom 
et  1  ac  pti. 

R-icard’  fug  xxx  fof.  *7  ‘j  ‘j 

Adhuc  iacent  huic  martfxxvn  foe  xxx  ac  tre  et  v 

<7  <7  ij  if 

ac  pti. femp  hi  car  7  in  Wintretuna  n  foe  x  ac. 

7  femp  dim  car.Tc  val  xxvi  lib. modo  xxix  lib.ht 
totu  1  lg  7  dim. in  longo  7  x  qr  in  lato  7  de  gelto  xxx 
d.7  martham  ht  1  leug  7  dim .  et  in  lato  1  leug  7  de 
glto  xxx  d .  fed  plures  ibi  tenent .  In  efcou  n  bord  .  de 
de  vi  ac  tre  et  ptinent  ad  heimesbei. 
jF'HEINESTEDE  HeNDRET .  In  Rokelunda n  W  de 
noers  7  Sutherlingaham.n  vilt  de  xvi  ac.et  11  ac.pti. 

*7  <7  *7  _  “7  e 

Semp  tc  dim  car. modo  ar  cu  11  bov. ptinet  in  langale®. 
jF Dim  H.herfam  /Hn  mendaham .  W.de  noers  ten  1. 
pfbit  Algar  xlm  ac  ecclefiaftice  terre  m  fub  W.de 


k  See  hereafter.  1  Weft  Flegg. 

m  Hemesby  came,  at  the  diflolution,  to  the  crown,  by  whom  it  is  leafed  out.  Bl.  V,i5i6. 
a  Rokeland.  Now  in  Bedingfield.  III.  330. 

0  Langale..  In  Loddon  hundred.  V.  1149. 
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«7  “7 

noiers.Sep  hi  bord .  Semp  int  ic 7  hoes  x  car . Silva 

i  7 

xv  pore. 7  hi  ac.pti.Sep  vat  x  lot 

LOT  RING  A*  H  .N  orthlangale  **  tenuit  Anant  lib  ho  Tub 


v  * 


rege.e.p  111  car  tre  Tc  7  p  11 .  vitt  m.i  Temp  vm  bord. 

<3  ,  *? 

Tc  11  car.et  dim  .  p  1  et  dim.modo  1  car  111  dhio  .  Sep 
1  car. hom.  Silva  xx  pore. 7  vm  ac.pti  7  1  molin. 

Tc  vii  equi  modo  vi  . Tc  mi  an.m  i.xx  porc.modo 

ii  -  ‘i  V 

-xiin.moao  ixxxxv  ovs.7  xxv  loc .  anant  de  1  car. 

9  *7  „  ,  9 

terre.  Tc  7  p  mi  car.111  111  et  in  libi  hoes  eicle  comd 

■7  *;  t  9  o 

xl  ac  7  foca  regis.Tc  1  car. 7  dim.p  7  m  i.In  eade  1 

A  “7 

pbr  integer  et  11  dim  .  tenent  c  ac.libe  ter  re  7  iacent 

in  ecciia  see  andree.Tc  et  sep  vat  11 11  lib. lit  1  Ig  in  longo 

9 

et  1  in  lato  et  de  gelto  xi  d.In  tpr.r.e. liabuit  Almar 

9  <7 

tra  ifli  Anant  et  focii  fuer  7  fubita  morte  fuit  mortuus 
HfNDRER  DE  ENSFORD.  Et  in  Turninga  r  1  lib  ho 

►  *7  •  ** 

xv  ac.terre  et  dim. car .7  1  ac  pti.tc  hlva  v  pore. 7 

vat  viii  fot.Et  in  gregefete  11  foe  de  11  ac.tota  vat  tc  x 

lib  7  modo  xiii  lib  7  vm  fot.7 

In  Helmingeham  s  tenet  RenolcJ  l  lib  ho  xxx  ac  terre 

9  _  ,  _  _ 

de  q  habuit  eps  Almar  comdatione  tantu.femp  11  viii 
et  hi  bord.Tc  11  car  int  fe  et  hom  m.i  sep  vat  x  lU.7 
ht  1  lg  7  dim. in  longo  7  1  in  lato  et  reddit  xl  d  de 
gelto  regis  qcuq  ibi  teneat 

HfNDRET  DE  TAVERHAM.  in  Taverham 1  ten  .  1. 

liba  fem. t.r.e. dim. car. terre  .Tc  111  viii.et  11  bord. 

h  '  9  .  i  h 

fep  1  car. in  dominio.Tc  7  p  dim.car.hominu  7  v 

tx  “7  *7  *7  *7 

ac  pti  .filua  11  pore  Tc  111  foc.xin  ac.tre  modo 
1  foc.Tc  dim. car. Tc  vat  xn  lot. modo  xx  fob 


P  Lo/lelon. 

Langley,  where  Sir  Robert  Fitz.  Roger  Helke  or  de  Clavering,  fheriff  of  Norfolk  3  and  4  R.  I. 
founded  a  Premonftratenfian  abbey.  The  manor  is  now  in  the  “heirs  of  Sir  William  B.  Prodtoiv 
Bl.  V.  1139,  r  Tburning  came  from  the  Earls  to  the  Buhners,  IV\  1428. 

s  Helmbigham.  Now  in  the  Le  Greys.  IV.  396. 

1  Taverham,  belongs  now  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  V,  1381. 
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n 


b  i 


n  Atebruge  u  tenet  Gosfridus  i  lib  ho  xvi  ac  tre  et  i 
bord .  femp  dim  car  et  n  pti  ac  pti  7  val  vi  fol  et  vui  d  1 
eecba  vi  ac  et  val  vi  d. 


fE 


n 


I RP INGHAM  SFD  HIND  RET  Bliclinga  x  tenuit 

b  .b 

heroldus  t.r.e  .  in  car  tre  et  dim.sep  xn  vitti  et  xvi 
bord.et  1  ferv.femp  n  car. in  dliio  et  vi  car. horn. 

b  a  ,  _  b 

x  ac  pti.Tc  filua  cc  pore  modo  c  femp  1  mol  et  1 

rune  7  xvi  porc.Tc  val  vi  lib  modo  viii  et  ht  1 

longo  7  1  in  lato  et  mi  d  et  obolu  de  gelto .  huic  man 

iacent  inflrincham y  11  foe  femp  lx  ac.tre  et  xim  bord. 

femp  1  car  et  d  et  11  ac  7  dim  pti .  filua  de  xvm  porc.et 

11  part  alti  et  vn  partes  molini  .  Tc  val  xv  fol  m  xxv 

b  b  b 

n  buuicham2  1  car  tre  et  1  ac  et  in  vitt  et  xi  bord.sep 
b  .  b  b  b 

ii  car  7  dim  et  v  ac  pti .  Silua  de  xxvm  pore  .Tc  1 

mol  que  m  tenet  Godric  ad  feudu  regis .  Tc  val  xn 


fol.m  xxii  .  hoc  iacet  in  blicliga 
^IVTarfam3  tenet  heroldus  mi  car  tre  femp  vi  vili  et 
xx ix  bord  et  femp  11  car  in  dnio  et  mi  car  horn  vi 

'tj  tj  Xp 

ac  pti  .filva  de  c  pore  et  mi  foe  tenet  Pvogrus  .  1  car 
tre  7  hi  bord  et  11  car  et  1  rune  et  11  an  7  xn 
pore  7  xxvi  cap  7  vi  vafa  apu.Tc  val  vi  lib  modo 
ix.  Et  ht  1  leug  in  long  7  111  qr  7  vn  qr  in  longo 


7  xi  d  de  gelto. 

^  b  _  b  b 

n  Stratuna  b  1  foe  xxx  ac  ad  marsa  et  dim  car  ct 


*r 


/i 

val  11  fol. 

Hund  de  Hapinga .  In  horfeiac  tenet  W  de  noers 
1  lib  ho  Almari  epi  comd  dtantu  xxv  ac  et  111  bord 
7  dim  car  7  x  ac  pti  7  val  11 .  fol .  Rex  et  coins  foca 

a  Aitlelrilgt.  Now  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  El.  IV.  1332. 

*  Blickling.  A  manor  and  parcel  of  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  ;  now  belonging  to  the  earl  of 

Butkinghamlhire.  lb.  III.  623.  y  Itteringbam.  Now  in  the  crown.  Ib.  III.  63.5. 

*  Berningham.  Now  in  Gundry  of  Norwich.  III.  579. 

-■*  Marjbam,  Since  in  the  Pallons.  III.  359. 

b  Stratton.  Now  in  the  Marlhams,  who  originate  from  Marfham.  III.  588. 
c  Hotfey.  Bifhop  Rugg  alienated  it  from  the  fee  of  Norwich  t.  H.  VIII.  V.  867. 

*  Commendatio  is  a  leafe  for  life  or  any  definite  term,  and  feems  to  have  obtained  at  this  time  ia 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Du  Cange  in  voc. 
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In  eade  n  lib  hoes .  A.epi  comd  de  xvii  ac  et  v  ac  pti> 

7  vat  xxx  d. 

*7  *7 

Hvndret  de  FLEE. In  Scroutebei e  vii  foe  xx  ac  pti, 

^  *7  4 

i  car  ct  vat  xxxii  ct  7  ifti  foe  iacent  in  haimesbeifi  ecctia 
xxxvi  ac  7  vat  m  lot .  In  eade  x  libi  hoes.de  h  habuit 
Ailmarus  eps  comd  t.r.e .  et  lint  11  car  tre  et  v  ac.sep 
v  car  et  hi  ac  pti .  Tc  vat  xx  fot  m  xxx.  hos  oms  tenuit 
Ailmarus  eps  t.r.e.  et  Arfaftus  .  m  Witt  eps  7  tain  ex  uno 
habuit  Abbas  de  Olmo  comdcione  tantu  t.r.e  .Et  ex 
h  libis  hominib  .  tenet  Ricard*  fill  Alani  vi  de  epo  et 
ide  eps  alios 

“  __  <7  <7 

n  Ofmesbei  s-11  libi  hoes.  Guerd  xl  ac  femp  1  car  7  n 

ac  pti  et  vat  vm  fot .  hetiam  tenet  ide  Ricardus. 

n  trikebeih  1  lib  ho  xn  ac  tre  fub  aim. epo. comdatione 
‘t  V  .h  _  . 

tantu  femp  dim  car  7  vat  xn  d  7  ht  dim.lg  in  long 

et  dim  .  in  lato  7  xim  d  et  obolu  de  gelto. 

HFND  DEFWADE  .In  Stratunaxxn  libi  homines 

i  ‘j  _  ‘j 

de  qb;  A  .  eps  habuit  comd  tant  t.r.e  .ccm.ac  et  x 
bord  et  dim  et  111  car  et  vi  ac  pti.Tc  vat  xx  fot  m. 
xl. 

^Clavelinga  HlHD  In  Ravinchak  1  lib .  ho  Ailmari 
epi  comd.  xxx  ac  et  11  bord  et  dim  car  et  valet  in., 
fot. 

HuNDREr.DE  GRENEHOU.de  iNvafioNiBVS 
eivsde  fevdi  .  In  Grefingaha  1  invafit  Rad  .ho  epi  de 
tedfort  quenda  libu  hoem  cu  1 .  car  terre  qui  erat 
in  focha  regis  de  creffingaha  et  de  11  hoib .  detenet 
focha  7  val  xx  fot. 


n 

at 

n 


*  Scroteby.  El.  V.  1581.  f  Hemesly.  Ib. 

t  Ormesby.  It  came  to  the  Cleres  by  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Ormesby.  Ib.  1566.  1571. 
*'  Tbirckby.  Now  in  the  fee  of  Norwich.  Ib.  1586.  *  Stratton.  Ib.  III.  123. 

*  Ravtningham ,  in  Chivering  hundred.  Ib,  IV,  266.  J  Great  CreJJingbam.  See  before,  p.  7. 
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In  creffingahamvi  libi  hoes.Edvini  hi  car  terre.  Tc  vr 
car  m  n  7  mi  ac  pti .  1  mot.Tc  vat  lx  fot .  m  xxx  fot 
HfND  .  DE  FREDREBRFGEn  .  In  meltinga0  xv  libi 

_  <7  *7  *7  ° 

hoes  xl  ac  terre.  femp  dim  car  et  vr  bord  7  vat  xxx  fot. 

*7  *7  *7 

de  his  habuit  fui  antec  comd  tantu.Stigandus  foca. 

In  h  de  Smetheduna  .  huneftantuna p .  ten  1  foe  .  Stigandi 
t.r.e .  1  car  terre  et  1  car .  Tc  hi  bord .  m  n  7  11  d 

i  <7  <7  7 

ac  pti  .dim  .mol.fdv  xxim  porc.Tc  1  pifear  torn  vat 
x  fot. 

HeNDRET DE  Grimefliou  .In  eftanforda  q  1  lib  ho  de 
lx  ac  .  Tc  et  p  1  car  modo  nichil .  Semp  1  vitt.  n  ac  pti 
Sep  vat  vi  fot  et  vm  d  de  hoc  habuit  antecelfor  e? 

^  <7  <7 

W  .  comd  tantu  7  Rex  foe  7  eps  tenet  eum. 

Hun D RET.  L/iWENDIC .  In  Gatelea  r  1  lib  I10  vi  ac  tre 
et  vat  vi  d  que  tenuit  Bonde  lib  ho  antec  Hug  de 
montfort  t.r.e .  p  ea  effe&us  e  homo  Erfafti  epi  et 
ide  tenet  Willm  Soca  in  muleha  \ 

HUNDRET  DE  BRODECROS.  In  colekirha  innafit  Arefaftus 
filva  de  fangeham  .  et  eft  in  longo  lx  ac. 

HeNDRET  DE  GALGOE .  In  fexelingaha  c  ten  heroldus 
11  libi  homines  de  1  car  terre  et  dim  modo  ten  eos 

<7  <7 

Wilts  eps  7  femp  vn  bord .  Tc  n  .car  modo  11  et  dim  ct 
v  ac  pti  7  d  mot  .Tc  vat  xx  fot  modo  xxx .  Adhuc  tenet 

^  Lagaa  “  i  li!>  ho.  <7  ‘j 

H  .  in  ead  villa  xxx  ac  et  i  bord .  Sep  i  car  n  ac  pti  .Tc  vat  v  fot 


m.vn  fot. 

j-  j-  W  de  noers  de  epo  W. 

rlVNDRET  DE  HOLT .  In  Snoterlaiuten  Edricus  fub  rege  e 

<7  <7  .  . 

libe  heroldo  n  car  tre  .Semp  n  vitti  7  xxv.bord  et  1 
ferv  .  Sep  in  dominio  n  car  7  hom  n  car  in  ac  pti. 

m  See  the  lail  reference :  Neither  of  thefe  entries  are  noticed  by  Blomefield.  B  Freelridge . 

* Minding .  It  continued  in  the  fee  of  Norwich  till  granted  by  H.  VIII.  to  the  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk.  Sir  Cyril  Wyche  is  now  lord.  Bl.  IV.  535. 

p  Hunfianton .  It  came  foon  after  the  Conqueft  to  the  Lellranges,  of  whom  the  lad  male  heir. 
Sir  Henry,  died  1750.  V.  1268 — 70. 

*)  Stanford.  Mr.  Blomefield,  I.  540,  takes  no  notice  of  the  bilhop  of  Thetford’s  lands  here. 

I  Gateley.  It  became  a  part  of  Colkirk  manor,  and  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Norwich.  Ib.  V.  uo8. 

*  Mile  ham.  V.  2036. 

*  Saxlingbamt  in  Holt  hundred,  laft  in  the  Jodrells.  Ib.  V,  9 53.  *  Langham.  Ib. 

II  Sniterley ,  now  belong*  to  the  Calthorpes.  Ib,  V.  900, 

C  C  C  2 
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X 

n 


n 


•  i  V  .  *7  *7  _ 

i  molin  7  mi  foe  de  xxxnn  ac  7  dim  ear  .Totu  vat  t.r.e. 
xl  fot.modo  mi  lib.i  ecclia  xxx  ac  vat  xvi  d 

_  <7  <T  .  i 

n  burningaham*  mi  lib  hoes  heroldi  de  n  car  tre  et  dim 

'9  _  ^  _ 

qs  tenet  Roger  Lungufenfis,  de  W.epo.Sep  ix  viti .  Tc  xiii 
bord.modo  xvn.Tc  in  dnio  in  car.modo  11  et  d.7  dim 

V  *7  *7 

poffet  reftaurari .  Tc  hom  n  car  et  dim.raodo  mi. 

Silva  ad  xxx  pore  vi  ac  pti  1  molin  .Tc  n  rune  modo 
fimilit.Tc  mi  pore. modo  vin.tc  ix  ovs  m  c  7  mi 
m  v  vas  apu  7  in  foe  de  xn  ac  7  dim  car  .Tc  vat  1  fot. 
m  mi  lib .7  hf  1  Ig  in  longo  et  vin  qr  in  lato  7  xnl 
d  de  gelto.i  ecclia  xn  ac  et  vat.xn  d. 


n 


n 


n  maeltunay  mi  libi  hoes  heroldi. m  W.eps  et  Rog 
lungufenfis  de  eo  7  anfchetellus  ppofitus.et  Rog  7  in 
car  tre .  Semp  n  viit  7  xxxn  bord  7  in  eos  vii  car 
7  dim. Silva  ad  lx  pore  vi  ac  pti.  Sep  n  rune  .  Tnc  et 

*7  ^  *7  # 

m  vin  an .  Tc  v  pore  m  x  .  1  ecctia  de  vi  ac  7  vat. 

ty  tj  .if 

v  d.Tc  vat  xxx  fot.m  xl  fot .7  hf  1  leug  in  long  et  dim 

i  i 

in  lat.7  x  d  de  gelto. 

n  bruningaha  x  tenet  Rog  longufenlis  vi  ac. 

l  ecclia  de  xn  ac’ val  xil  3.  9 

quas.R .  coins  tenet  7  p  A  .comes  et  hoc  teitatur  hund» 

HvND  GRENAHOGA  z  Hindringaha  a  ten  A  .  eps  .t. 

r.e.modo  W.Eps.vni  libi  homines. in  car  tre  xim 

i  i  i 

bord  .  sep  filva  x  pore  v  ac  pti .  Tc  v  car  modo  in  .  Tc 

.9 

vat  xl  fot  m  reddit  1  fot  7  de  hac  terra  tenet  Wiltm 
denvers  dimidietate. 

1  —  ,  i  i 

n  hindringaha  ten  drogo  de  beurariab  1  hom  de  1  ac 
terre  et  anteceffor  ei  et  p  faifiv  eu  qda  ppofitus  Wilii 
epi  et  tenet  eu  q  dr  feolf. 


*  Burningham  or  Bruningham .  Bl.  V.  928. 

y  Melton  Conjlablc,  fo  called  from  the  lords  being  conflables  to  the  biHiop  of  Norwich,  who 
enfeoffed  them  in  it  from  the  time  of  H.  II.  and  earlier.  It  has  belonged  to  the  Aftleys  almoft 
from  the  fame  time,  lb.  V.  940.  z  N.  Greenboe. 

3  Hindringham.  The  bilhop  of  Norwich  has  fill  a  manor  here.  V,  798. 

1  Of  him  fee  lb.  801. 
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n 


n  torp c  ii  libi  homines .  m  tenet  uillm  denvers  eos  de 
W . epo  c  ac  tre  d  ac  pti.Semp  i  car  7  j  t.r.e.  vat  xx  fot. 
modo  xxx. 

T'Errikgeham  NORTH  HENDRET. 

E  In  hottuned  ten  almarus  eps  1  libu  hom  p  comd  de  xv 

ac  tre  7  Wiitm  de  noiers  tenet  W.epo  7  ht  dim.bord. 

V  V  ^  1 

Silv  .  ad  11  pore. dim  car  .  Tc  vat  u  fot .  modo  xvi  d 

. In  bmgehac  1  lib  ho  que  ten  Wiulfus  t.r.e .  de  xv  ac 

tre  modo  ten  W.de  noiers  ab  epo  W . Sep  d  car  Sep 

vat  xvi  d. 

n  beccheha f  ten  1  lib  ho  epi  Almari  corudatione  Ixxx  ac 
terre.  Semp  11  villi  7  v  bor.d .  Silva  ad  v  pore  et  1 

Y  *7  .  V  '  1 7  *7  ‘  ‘j 

foe  de  11  ac  et  dim  tre. Sep  11  car  1  aecclia  de  11  ac  et 
dim  .  Et  e  addita  bwita  ad  blikelinges  .  Tc  vat  vn  fot 
et  m  xii  et  ht  dim  leuga  in  longo  et  mi  quar  in  lato 
et  mi  d  et  obolu. 


n 


JTVa 


'ALLEYS AM  HVND  .  In  hemelintuna E 11 

*r  <7  V  _ 

libi  homines  d  lx  ac  terre  Rad  ftalre  t.r.e.  cu  foca  et  faca 

9  _  _  o  — 

fed  de  uno  habuit  Almar  eps  comd  tantu  m  tenet  unu  W 
eps  et  alteru  corns  R.et  vat .  11  fot. 

Hf’NDRET  DE  BLAEE1LDA  h .  In  Plumefteda 1  tenet  Godwinus 
i  libum  hoem  gerti k  1  car  terre  m  ten  W  eps .  Sep  v  bord. 

<7  v  b  T  .  1 

Sep  1  car  in  dominio  .  Semp  dimidia  car  hom  Silv  vm 

pore  1  acr  pti  femp  11  an  et  ibi  S'  x  libi  homines  et  xxx  ac 

terre  comdati  tantu  goduin  .Sep  1  car  et  1  ac  pti.Tc  vat 
9 

x  fot  m  xl  et  p<q  rex  W .  venit  in  hanc  terrain  invaftt  i 
Almarus  eps  p  forisfaftura  quia  mulier  que  tenuit  mipiit 
mtra  annu  p  morte  vin. 

c  Q^Thorp,  in  Clavering  hundred.  I  find  no  other  anftvering  to  it. 

a  .  ..  . 

e  Burtiingham ,  as  before. 

{  Eajl  Beckham.  It  was  in  the  Pafions  in  1600.  Bl.  IV.  290. 

£  Hemlington.  Since  in  the  Berneys.  IV.  I470.  h  Blowfield, 

i  Great  Plumjlede.  Afterwards  in  the  earls  of  Clare.  IV.  22. 
k  Girth ,  brother  of  Harold,  flain  in  the  battle  of  Railings. 

e 


\ 

r 
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r  In  1 

'  *7  *1 


blungeha 1  teftet  n  car  terre  xv  libi  hoes  Almari  epi 
comdatione  tantu.  Sep  ix  bord  vm  ac  pci. Sep  vm  car. 

To  val  xx  fot  et  m  xxvi  fot  7  vm  d.i  ecclia  xxx  ac.7  val 
11  fcl  7  vm  d.m  tenet  W  de  noiers./^Adhuc  in  plumefteda™ 

_  *7  ^  *7 

11  libi  hoes  gerti  7  ftigandi  qd  -ervaftus  eps  invafit .  1  ac 
terre  et  11  ac  pti.  Sep  11  bord  .Sep  1  car.hos  tenuit  R. 
comes  quando  fe  forisfecit  et  R.blundus  ad  censu.Tc  val  v 
fot.modo  m./Tn  Plumefteda  tenet  1  lib  ho  Almari 
coihd  tantu  xvi  ac  terre.  Tc  dim  car  modo  n  bous 


n 


Tc  vat  11  fot.modo  xvi  d. 


n  frietorp  *  1  lib  ho  AHi  fub  R .  comite  xvi  ac  terre. 

Sep  dim  car  1  ac  pti. Sep  vat  11  fot. he  tenuit 

q  q 

balduin  ppofit  epi  comd  tantu  fet  nc  comdtus  eft 
Godrico  in  manu  regis. 

/  In  lecha°  libi  hoes  Almari  cofhdatione  tantu  t.r.e. 
m  ten  Renoldus  1  car  terre  7  dim .  Sep  in  car  7  sep 
mi  bord.Silv  mi  pore  .  et  xii  ac  pti.Tc  vat.  x.  fot  m  x  fot 
et  mi  ct.i  seeclia  v  ac  vat  v  d.  et  ht  1  Ig  in  longo  et 
v  qr  in  lato  .qcuq^  ibi  teneat  et  de  gelto  vi  den  et  obolu 
n  blungeha*  in  libi  hoes  almari  ccmdatione  tantum 
t.r.e.m  ten  helius  xlvi  ac  terre  et  ini  ac  pti. Sep 
1  car  7  femp  vat  mi  fol./Tn  ead  1  lib  Ko  Almari  epi 
comdation-e  tantu  t.r.e.m  ten  id  helius  de  lx  ac 
terre  libe  7  xl  que  ptinet  cuida  zecctie  vn  ac  pti  .Tc 
mi  bord  1  liba.modo  v  et  n  bord. in  tra  que  appendet 

i  *7  0  S 

aecclie . Tc  1  car  et  dim.p  7  modo  n  car  et  fub  fe  1  aecctia 
de  x  ac  vat  x  d  et  fub  fe  vn.s.libi  hoes  comdatione 
tantu.de  xl  ac  terre  et  hi  ac  pti . Sep  1  car. Sep 


v 

n 


1  N.  Burlingham.  Now  in  the  Leathes.  El,  IV, 
n  Fretborf,  Now  in  the  Leaths.  IV,  17. 


See  before. 
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vat  xiii  fot./^In  eade  11  libi  homines  almari  comdatione 
tantu.  t.r.e.m  ten  W  de  noiers  de  1  ac  terre.  femp  1  vitt 
7  mi  bord.7  xii  ac  pti  .Sep  1  car  7  dim  7  dim  fat.Tc  vat 
1  d  modo  reddit  x  fot .  et  ead  villa  ht  x  g  qr  in  longo  et 
vi  in  lato  7  de  gelto  xx  d./^In  Suthlingeha  vm  libi 
homTes  Almari  comdatione  tantu  modo  tenet  W. 

<7  *7  <7  u 

de  noiers  de  cxl.ac  terre. Sep  xi  bord  et  vm  ac  pti.Tc 

tj  q  ij  **  ij 

hi  car  p  7  m  11  et  dim. Sep  valet  xx  fot  dim  ecctia 
xv  ac  vat  xv  d.  /^In  ead  n  libi  hoes  Almari  epi  comdatione 

_  h  i  i 

modo  ten  id  W.r  car  terre .  Sep  vi  bord. Sep  1  car  et 

‘j  <7a.  ..  .  ‘i  i 

dim  7  m  ac  pti  7  iitt  libi  homines  ,  fub  eis  vm  ac  terre 
et  1  ac  pti  .Sep'dim  car  .  Semp  vat  x  fot.Et  ht  blingaham  p 
1  Ig  in  longo  et  dim  in  lato  .  plures  ibi  tenent .  et  de  gelto 


n 


xx  d.  /Hhi  leta  ^  1  lib  homo  Almari  eps  .comd  et  tenet- 

“7  ‘i  5- 

xvi  ac  terre  7  1  ac  et  dim  pti .  Sep  valet  v  d. 


n  bregeltuna  r  1  lib  homo  edricus  re£tor  nauis  Reg  o' 

<1  j  .  .  v 

1. car  .terre.  Semp  ini  vili  et  bord.et  n  ferv  et  in 

ac  pti  .Semp  1  car .  in  dominio  et  dim  car  horn  .  Silva 

‘l  f.  “7  *7  .  _  o  * 

ii  pore  7  femp  1  rune  et  vi  an  7  lx  ovs  m  7  xvi  pore  j 
xvi. cap  1  secclia  de  x  ac  7  vat  x  d.Et  ifti  ptinent  x 
libi  hoes  et  dim  comdat  tantu  anteceflbre.de  lxxx  ac 

y  tj  ij  m  #  ia 

terre  in  ac  pti.  Semp  11  car  f' Et  in  blingaham 

mi  ac  7  dim  terre  ptinentes  in  brereftuna r.  Tc  vat  x  fot 

q  0 

7  p  fimt  modo  xxx  fot.Et  pa  rex  W.venit  in  anglia 

q  9 

fuit  ifte  edric  exlex  in  dacia  et  eps  almar  invaflt  terra¬ 
in  ten  W  .  de  noiers. 

n  n  CatunaMib  h5  gerti  comd  tantu  t.r.e  .5  lx  ac. terre 
qudo  ervaftus  ven  ad  epifeopatu  dedit  cuida  fuo  hoi- 


f  S.  Berlingham.  Now  in  the  -Leather.  IV.  14. 

Q ^Lecba,  beforementioned.  r  BraJeJlon.  Now  in  the  Leathes,  Bl.  IV.  7.  14*. 

*  Cation.  Belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich.  IV.  31. 
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V  j 

n 


f'B 


Rcinaldo  .  Tc  v  bord  modo  mf.Tc  f  car  in  domiriio  et 

*7  1  *7  c.,  '  ■?  “7  1 

sep  7  dim  car  ham .  Suva  v  pore  7  1  rune  et  xii  pore 
vii  ac  pti.Tc  vat  7  femp  xv  d. 

helius  JRainoldus  9  <j  ij 

11  bucha* 11  libi  hoes  7  in  caitunaui  .7  alinar  habuit  comd. 

1  *7  ^  .  *7  o 

lvir  ac  terre  7  vi  ac  pti.tc  1  car  et  dim.m.Tc  vat  vi  fob 
7  vin  d  modo  v  et  de  01b  his  fupdidtis  ht  rex  7  comes  faca 
et  foca. 

LAFELDJ  HeNDRET.  f  in  brundalax  1  lib  ho  Almari 
epi  comdtione  tantu .  fed  foca  fuit  R.ftalrc.modo  ten 

<7  <7  <? 

W.eps  de  xxx  ac  terre  et  vi  ac  pti  .Sep  1  vitt  et  11  bord. 

‘j  ‘i 

tc  dim  car. modo  arat  cu  n.bovib.Tc  vat  1 1 1  fot  modo  ir« 

*7  9  *7  1 

fot.  Adhuc  in  brundala  1  lib  ho  Almar  comd  tantu. 
xi  ac  tre  7  dim.Tc  dim  car  modo  nichil.Tc  vat  xii  d' 
petmvi.  modo  tenet  W  eps. 

*  *  _ ^  0  ^  h 

n  Witona^  xvm  libi  hoes  almar  comd.cc.ac  tre  et  v 
bord  et  xi  ac  pti .  Sep  in  car .  helius  ten  11  hes  1  car  tre 
et  v  bord  et  xi  ac  pti .  Tc  vat  x  fot  modo  reddit  xxx  et 

*7  I 

ht  Witona  xi  qr  in  longo  et  v  qr  in  lato.et  de  gelto 
vii  d.Rex  ht  foca. 

In  ead  1  lib  ho  gerti  t.r.e.com  tantu  dim  xxvi  ac 

<7  .9  .  1 

terre  et  Godric  tenuit  fub  comite  Pvad  et  heleWis 
neptis  ervafti  epi  tenuit  ab  ervafto  et  modo  a  W.epo 
Semp  arat  cu  n  bovibv.Tc  vat  xvi  d  7  femp. 

HbNDRET  FLECfFEST. In  Wintretuna2 1  lib  homo 
sci  ben.de  holmo  com  tantu  lx  ac  terre  in  ac  pti. 

Semp  v  bord  et  dim .  falina .  Semp  1  car  et  fub  eo  1  lib 
ho.de  mi  ac  terre. Tc  vat  n  fot  modo  mi. 

/In  Somertuna51  iti  libi  hoes  t.r.e.fed  p  q  toftius  exiit  de 


n 


£  (X  Bekcnham ferry.  “  Cation.  See  preceding  page. 

x  Brundaie.  ]  The  bifliop  of  Tlicfford  is  not  mentioned  by  Pafton  at  either  of  thefe  plac 

y  Witten.  j  '  IV  .  9.  and  40. 

*  Winter  ton.  _Now  in  lay  hands.  V.  1539. 

1  Not  certain  whether  E.  or  W.  Somerton ,  for  Mr.  Parkin  does  not  mention  the  bilhop 
Thetford  at  either,  V.  1535.  1 537. 
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Ward*  _  ,  9 

anglia  fuit  i  ecciia  s .  bened  de  holmo  tenent  c.vi. 

i  h  ‘j  ,  .  *7 

ac  terre  ix  ac  pti.  Sep  ix  bord.  Sep  i  car  et  dim. Sep 
vat  mi  fot  et  vm  d.  v 

<7  ‘l 

n  afchebei  b  n  libi  hoies  sci  b  de  holmo  xvr  ac  terre  et 

*7  a  t  ,  Jt  *7 

ii  ac  pti  *  Semp  dim.  car.  Tc  vat  xn  d  et  modo  xvi  d. 

_ ,  tj, 

n  Wintretuna c  vm  libi  hoes  Almari  comd  tantu.Xiin 

*7  ^  *7  —  o 

ac  terre.  femn  dim  car  .  Tc  vat  vm  d .  m  xxim 

*  t  h  V  b 

n  martham  d  xxxvi  libi  hoes  almari  comdation  tantu 

*7  ‘j  ■‘if. 

v  car .  terre  et  x  ac.modo  tenet  YV  eps  7  1  ac  pti 
Sep  xvi  car.Tc  vat  vi  lib  m  vm  lib  et  fot  1  ecciia 
\  ac  7  vat  1  d. 

n  roluefbie  1  lib  ho  comdatus  erat  Ailmari  epi  lxxx  ac 
v  ^  r 

terre.  11  ac  pti  et  v  bord  et  x  libi  homines .  Semp  11 
car  7  In  burhfn  libi  homines  de  1  ac  terre.  Semp  vat 

<7  Lj  lj 

x  fot.  f  Adhuc  in  ead  roluesbei  1  lib  ho  de  lxxx  ac  trc 

Almar  epi  7  alvvoldi  abbis  comd  tantu  7  hie  ho  erat 

ita  in  monafterio  qd  n  poterat  dare  terra  fua  nec 

V  .  *7  .  i 

vende  .  Semp  1  bord  11  ac  et  dim. pti .  Sep  int  eos  11 
*7  h 

car  et  dim  tc  vat  x  fot .  m  redd  xxx .  fot. 

v 

n  baltuuuic  s  1  lib  ho  almari  epi  comd  tantu  et  fub 

Q  ___  ^  'if,.  _ 

ipfis  ali  lib  ho  et  hnt  xxx  ac  tre  et  11  ac  pti .  Tc 

“7  <7  __ 

dim  car  7  m.Tc  vat  11  fot. modo  xxii  d. 

-  %  .  .  ‘l  ‘l  _  <7  V 

n  efcoh  1  lib  ho  almari  epi  comd  tantu  de  xv  ac  tre 

.  “l  <7  .  <7 

et  dim  car. dim  ac  pti  7  vat  xvi  d. 


*5 


/  in  Bitlakebei 1  tent  ketel  1  lib  ho  dim  fuit  almari 

'  17  <7  ...  *7 

epi.comdtion  {-]  tota  terra  fua  fuit  ita  in  monaftr 
sci  bened  de  holmo  ad  victu  qd  nec  dare  vende 


*  i  A 


b  AJbly  now  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Norwich.  El.  V.  1502.  c  Bl.  V. 

d  Martham .  Taken  from  the  fee  by  the  king  at  the  difTolution  and  leafed  to  different  perfons. 
Ib.  V.  1519.  e  Rollejby  was  in  different  lay  lords.  V.  1531. 

f  Burgh  belonged  afterwards  to  the  Cleres.  V.  1508. 

8  BqftvsU'k.  Now  in  the  fee  of  Norwich.  V.  1 529. 

h  Efco.  Now  depopulated,  belonged,  with  Hemefby,  to  the  crown  at  the  difTolution.  V.  i$iG, 
1  Billockhy.  Now  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Norwich.  V,  1504. 
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<7*7  •,  4  __ 

potuit  lvn  ac  tre  x  ac  pti .  Ervaftus  invafit.m  ten  Witt 

‘j  .  e° 

eps  cel  mar  fub  eo.  Sep  1  car  in  dominio  et  fub  vin  libi  hoes, 
xlv  ac  terre  vn  ac  pti .  Sep  1  car  7  dim.Tc  vat  x  fot  p 
7  modo  xx  fot .  due  partes  ecdie  vii  ac  7  vat  v  d.ht  v  <jr 
in  longo  7  111  et  dim  in  lato  7  de  gelto  xx  d  et  obolu. 
n  clepesbeik  mi  libi  homines. 11  ex  his  Almari  epi  comd  et 

<;  <7  <7 

i  alfi.i.f.b.de.c.ac  terre. modo  ten  W.eps  x  ac  pti  et 

4  <7  <j  <7  __  q 

fub  eis  vi  bord  .  Semp  dim  car  et  1  car.Tc  vat  v  fot  p  et 
modo  xx  fot .  ht  vn  qr  in  longo  et  v  in  lato  et  de  gelto 
xii  d. 

HEND  DE  HeINESTEDE bln  futherlingaha 1  lib. 

.  V  *7  V  *7  i 

ho  elmari  comd  t.r.e .  d  x  ac  tre  7  11  ac  pti  et  11  bord. 

b  ‘i 

Semp  ar  cu  11  bou.Semp  vat  xvi  d.modo  tenet  W. 

reps. 

_ ,  */  xx  »c*  b 

In  teueteffalla n  1  lib  ho  xl  ac  terre  t.r.e. tefle  bund  7 

<7  <7 

ptinuit  pars  viri  a  sea  aldrida  et  pars  feme'xx  ac  ad 
fem  edmundu  .Semp  dim  car  et  11  bord  .Ervaftus  invafit 
modo  ten  W.eps  ab  antec  7  Reinaldus  de  perapund  fub  eo. 
Tc  vat  v  fot  m  xx. 


*  CHppeJby ,  was  in  the  family  of  Potts  1720.  El.  V.  1510. 

J  Henjied. 

m  Surlingbam.  Mr.  Blomefield  does  not  mention  the  hilltop  of  Thetford  here.  Ib.III.  316. 
“  EitJJjalli  in  DiJ's  hundred.  Now  in  the  Walpoles.  Ib.  I.  136. 
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N°  IV.  p.  40. 

DE  CAN  AT  US  Theford  taxatur  ad  vis.  viiid.  Et  dominus  arcliidiaco- 
nus  Norwici  percipiet  de  decano  di&i  decanatus  pro  fynodalibus  per  an. 
xx s.  Et  memorandum  quod  dominus  epifcopus  Norwici  percipiet  annua- 
tim  de  fynodalibus  ad  term,  fci  Mich.  8c  Pafchae  xiil.  xiiis.  viiid.  de  denariis 
fci  Petri  ad  eofdem  terminos  vii  1.  Sc  fic  remanere  debet  penes  dominum  archi- 
diaconum  de  fynodalibus  ixl.  xviiid.  de  denariis  sci  Petri  iiiil.  iis.  iiiid. 

E.  dom.  Norw.  f.  65. 

Placita  corone  coram  Salamone  Reffen,  8c  fociis  apud  Norwich,  14  E.  I. 
1285. 

“  Decanatus  Thefford  capit  theolium  diebus  feftivis  vocatum  Halyday  Toll ” 
of  butchers,  bakers,  8cc.  for  licence  to  bake,  fell  meat,  See.  on  holidays  and 
feftivals,  &  de  quolibet  batello0  cornuto  veniente  per  dies  feflivos  cum  mer- 
candis  ad  villa  id.  &  JL  de  quolibet  alio  batello,  8c  de  qualibet  care&a  veniente 
cum  mercandifis  id.  &  de  quolibet  equo  portante  fummamP  4-  &  de  quolibet 
hominem  portante  fummam  4. 

0  Boat.  What  cornutus  means  the  gloflaries  do  not  tell. 

P  Load. 
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,N°  V.  p.  77. 


Te  ft  amen  turn  Svmonis  le  Goos1*  de  Thefford. 


I  SUM  fuit  teftamentu  Svmonis  le  Goos  de  Thefford,  coram  Adam 
,V  Cokerel,  majors  Thefford,  ultimo  die  Maij  anno  regni  regis  Edwardi 
'tertij  poft  conqueilum  octavo,  inhec  verba.  In  Dei  nomine,  amen.  Die 
Dune  in  Vigilia  Sn  Andree  apoftoli  ano  dhi  Millimo  Tricenteftmo  Tricefimo 
tertio.  Ego  Symon  le  Goos  de  Thefford  meum  condens  teftamentum  in  fana 
memoria  fic  difpono.  Impris  lego  animam  meam  Deo,  &c.  Item,  lego 
Johanni  &  Symoni  filijs  meis  principale  mefuagiu  meu  cum  pertinentijs  ja- 
cens  in  Thefford  inter  raefuagia  johannis  Lambert  fenioris  etc.  ex  una  parte, 
et  raefuagium  meum  vqcatum  Burdeleye  ex  altera,  &  unu  capud  abuttat 
fuper  regiam  viam,  tk  aliud  capud  abuttat  fuper  ripam  Thefford.  Haben- 
tenendum  precllcffum  mefuagiu  died  3  Johanni  &  Symoni,  &c.  with  fe- 


dum  & 


veral  remainders  over,  &c.  Item,  lego  predidto  Symoni  filio  meo  unam 
placiam  terre,  cum  una  grangia  defuper  edificata,  jacentem  in  curia  veteris 
grangie  mee,  prout  mete  appofite  teftantur.  Et ‘jacet  didta  placia  cum  perti¬ 
nentijs  in  parte  occidentali  curie  mee  vocat’  Berneyerddncer  viam  commem  du- 
centem  de  Auftro  verfus  Jusflieleford,  et  utrumq’  capud  prediffe  placi-e  abut¬ 
tat  fuper  diffam  curiam  meam  vocatam  Berneyerd.  Et  etiam  Symoni  filio  meo 
lego  omnia  tenementa  mea  jacentia  in  Thefford  inter  ccemiterium  ecclefie 
parochialis  Sanfti  Laurentij  ejufdem  viile  ex  una  parte,  et  prediffam  curiam 
vocat’  Berneyerd,  et  capud  aquilonale  fup  regiam  viam  habendu.  Item,  lego 
predift’  Johanni  et  Symoni  filijs  meis  novem  acras  terre  cum  pertinentijs  ja- 
centes  in  campis  de  Weftwyk  in  feptem  diverfis  pecijs.  Item,  lego  Petro 
filio  meo  un’  mefuagiura  quod  perquifivi  deWaltero  deChaa  in  Thefford,  jacens 
inter  mefuagiu  ex  una  parte,  et  venellam  vocatam  Pykdlane  ex  altera,  et 
unu  capud  abuttat  fuper  curiam  Agnetis  Pyks,  &c. 


1  Several  of  this  family  were  mayors  of  Thetford. 
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N°  VI.  p.  1 1 2. 

Frngmentum  Hiftorice  Coenobii  Thetfordends  autore  Gaufredo  ejufdem 
loci  monacho.  Ex  Codice  M3.  Coll.  Corp.  Cantab.  I.  32 c,  feculo  xv° 
ineunti  exarato. 


Id^RATR.IBUS  commanentibus  in  Thetfordenfi  ecclefia,  cujus  pro- 
tectrix  extat  virg©  Maria,  vedcr  Gaufredus  ejufdem  virginis  filio  perfe- 
veranti  defervire  obfequio. 

Injunxerunt  michi  viri  ill aftres  Albinus  et  Ricardus,  quorum  amcre  cordis 
mei  totus  fhtgrat  afFeftus,  opus  licet  moclernum  ct  modicu,  tamen  ecclefiam 
no  dr  am  incolentibus  non  contempnendum  ;  caufa  fcilicet  et  inicium  Thet- 
fordenfis  cenobii  litterali  noticia  propalare,  et  fundatores,  re&ores,  et  edifica- 
tores  ejufdem  evolute  intimare,  ad  fingularis  virginis  filii  gloriam  et  nodrorum 
pofterum  noticiam  ;  liberalitatem  eciam  regum,  adenfum  prefulum,  largici- 
onem  procerum  in  ipfius  augmentacione,  et  quedam  miracula  relatu  digna 
preceperunt  inferere.  Quibus  me  recolo  dedide  refponfum,  nullum  ad  hec 
in  tantum  fore  ydoneum  licut  fandte  memorie  patrem  nodrum  venerabilem 
priorem  Deo  dignum  Stephanura.  Ipfe  enim  dngulariter  et  fpecialiter  fuper 
omnes  jam  difti  cenobii  procuratores  laborando,  edidcando,  et  ecclefie  res  au- 
gendo  elTulfit;  utpote  qui  prima  fundamenta  elegit,  jecit,  collocavit ;  primum 
lapidem  pofuit,  opufque  totum  cum  claudralibus  edificiis,  et  lapidibus  vivis, 
honedis  monachis  perornavit,  licet  laboriofe,  tamen  felici  opere  confirmavit. 
Cujus  relicioni  ideo  auris  adhibenda  ed,  quod  eum  pene  omnia  vifu  et  au- 
ditu  didicifi'e  clarum  ed.  Et  hoc  reverendus  pater  pro  confervanda  tenuit 
humilitate,  ne  ab  imperitis'nota  infameretur  jaciancie  quad  ex  propriis  ope-- 
ribus  laudem  vellet  acquirere.  Et  fatis  jude.  Nam  opera  ejufdem  patris  a 
paupertate  incepta,  jam  augmentata,  jam  dilatata,  fe  intuentibus  quodammodo 
loquuntur  ;  juxta  ilkid,  licet  viri  juft i  lingua  facial- vita  fua  cum  operibus  cla- 
mat .  Quia  igitur  one  honedatis  et  utilitatis  funt  videntur  jubere,  et  om¬ 
nium  nonedorum  fit  turpibus  non  annuere,  honedis  non  contradicere, . ora- 
cionum  vedraruin  fultus  auxilio,  ea  caritate  qua  injungit  illorum  dignacio 
eadem  quantum  fapio  hoc  mode  enarrat  mea  dcvocio. 

Anno  ab  incarnacione  millellimo  C°  1111°,  a  padione  farnfti  Edmundi  regis  et 
martiris  CC°  XXXIII [°,  ab  introitu  Normannorum  in  Angliam  XXXVIE, 
regni  autem  Henrici  gloriofl  regis  Anglorum  tercio,  prefuit  univerfe  Anglie 
pod  eundem  regem  vir  quid  am  drennus  Rogerus,  cognomento  Bigotus.  Hie  in 
fafeibus  regii  examinis  conditutus,  vir  judicialis  et  providus,  rnalefaRoribus- 
ferus  et  rigidus,  benignus,  modedus  et  quietus,  pacem  omnibus  in  locis  po- 
tedate  judiciaria  preferebat,  regifque  vices  honede  gerebat.  Ilanc  vero  po- 

tedateni: 
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teftatem  ad  exequendam  in  regno  jufticiam  non  recenter  tunc  exercuit,  fed  a 
tempore  Willelmi  duels,  qui  Normannorum  primus  Angliam  bello  fubegit,  et 
regnum  xxiibs  annis  ftrenue  rexir,  et  fuccedentis  Willelmi,  cujus  ferocitatcm 
non  lolum  Gallica  fed  etiam  gens  longinqua  verebatur  et  barbarica,  quiet 
ipfe  Anglorum  monarchiam  xiii  annis  famofiffime  tenuit,  ifdem  Rogeruslongo 
tempore  claruir,  utpote  tocius  regni  cuftos  precipuus,  et  probatus  univerfe 
plebis  patricius.'  Qui  tandem  divino  nutu  fibi  metuens,  et  in  noviffimis  intel* 
ligens,  providens,  et  precavens,  vidit  fe  poteftatem  acceptam  non  poiTe  pera- 
gere  fine  magnis  peccatis :  poteftas  enim,  fi  defuerit  pietas,  miniftra  eft  ini- 
quitatis  ;  ct  revera  familiarius  poteftati  adheret  crudelitas  quam  pietas.  Unde 
leriptum  elt,  judicium  duricium  in  hiis  qui prefunt  jiet.  Et  ill ud  bean  Gregorii 
Anglorum  apoftoli,  omnis  qui  difpenfandis  ierrenis  rebus prefidet  occulti  hojlis 
oculis  Indus  patet .  Vir  igitur  prudens,  pro  exceffibus  fuis  valde  timens,  et 
inemorate  poteftati  famulando  fe  ad  vite  regnum  accingere  non  pofie  verens, 
hujufmodi  propofuit  aggredi  viam,  peregrinando  proficifei  Jerofolimam, 
ut  adoraret  in  loco  ubi  fteterunt  pedes  domini,  utique  pro  viribus  divine  ob- 
Icqueretur  dignacioni.  Habuitque  fuper  hoc  confilium  cum  hominibus  fuis 
honeftifiimis  fcilicet  et  fapientiflimis  viris.  Qui  de  abfencia  fua  valde  condo- 
lentes,  verba  plurima  inter  fe  conferentes,  accerfito  quodam  Etbranno,  tunc 
dapifero,  viro  in  feculi  legibus  erudito,  per  eundern  Etbrannum  hujufmodi  eum 
allocuti  flint  refponfo  :  ‘‘  Nofti,  honorabilis  domine,  quod  per  induftriam  et 
“  probitatem  tuam  nobis  et  aliis  multis  dederit  deus  honorem  et  gloriam. 
i:  Quod  ft  lnijus  itineris  compos  effect  us  elongeris  a  nobis,  ficut  tua  prefencia 
“  materia  fuit  diviciarum  et  exaltacionis  fie  et  tui  abfentia  multis  erit  caufa 
“  miferiarum  et  abje&ionis.  Ideo  quefumus  ut  confilium  noftrum  gratanter 
te  accipias,  et  boni  voluntatem  nequaquam  amittas.  Pecuniam  fcilicet,  quam 
“  in  hoc  itinere  erogare  habueras,  viris  religiofis  benigne  porrigas,  qui  in  do- 
«<  minio  tuo  a  fundamentis  monafterium  conftruant,  fub  patre  fpiriiuali  et  or- 
{i  dine  vivant,  oraciones  pro  te  et  per  fe  et  fucceffores  fuos,  quamdiu  mundi 
*<  curfus  durabit  faciant.  De  terre  vero  tue  fundo  et  pofleffionum  noftra- 
<<  rum  redditibus  predia  et  decline  illis  dentur  pro  nobis  et  noftris  orantibus. 

“  Hoc  fi  feceris,  et  noftris  favebis  votis  et  Chrifti  preceptum  ample&i  videbe- 
11  ris  in  evangelio  dicentis  ;  Date  elemoftnam  et  omnia  munda  funt  vobis ,  et 
t(  facile  vobis  de  mammon  a  iniquitatis  ut  cum  defcceritis  recipiant  vos  in  eterna 
“  tabcrnacula Attende  quefo  veperabilis  Albine.  Quifquis  prudens  hu¬ 
jufmodi  confilium  attendit,  et  cui  vel  a  quibus  perfonis  datum  fit,  in  fpiritu 
fanfto  percipit,  quod  exemplo  Moyfi  et  Raguelis,  Rogerus,  unius  confilium 
dantis,  alterius  conftlio  adquiefeentis,  de  fpinis  capferit  botrum  et  de  tribulis 
ficura.  Hec  eft  enim  unica  via  unice  perigrinacionis,  animum  fcilicet  viriliter 
imendere  elemofinis ;  ad  cujus  vie  iter  conficiendum  elatorum  non  fufficit 
tota  vita  divitum  :  multarum  fiquidem  dierum  eft  via,  et  difHcilis  infirmos  gref- 
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fus  ex  cupiditate  habentibus,  et  mundanis  curis  ex  fuperbia  eoherentibus— 
Ideodominus  de  hujufmodi  in  evangelic).  Audito  igitur  tantorum  virorum  con-‘ 
filio,  et  hoc  faluberrimum  perpendens  fibi  fore  et  poderis  fuis  coram  D-o,. 
affenfum  humiliter  prebuit ;  et  quod  devote  laudaverat,  devocius  ipfe  per- 
ficere  fategit.  Benediftus  per  omnia  filius  gloriofe  virginis  Marie,  qui  potens 
ed  fufcitare  de  lapidibus  duris  filios  Abrahe  !  Tunc  beatiflimo  Anfelmo,  cla- 
ridimo  do£tore,  preddente,  et  fedis  apodolice  legacione  fungente,  quodam 
monacho  Willelmo  de  Wals  potiflimum  fuggerente,  requi,fivit  Rogerus  fanc- 
tum  Hugonem  abbatem  Ciuniacenfem  per  venerabilem  Lanzonem r  priorem 
Latifcenfem,  ut  ei  monachos  a  Cluniaco  dignaretur  dirigere,  quibus  parabat 
monaderium  edificare  in  fui  fundi  propria  tellure.  Quam  peticionem  vir 
fanctus  et  prophetie  fpiritu  clarus  graranter  ampleclens,  fed  monachos  in . 
Burgundia  educatos  Angliceque  confuetudinis  et  lingue  ignaros  in  tarn  remo- 
tam  patriam  mittere  timens,  hanc  curam  eidem  Lanzoni  injunxitut  de.honeftis  ■ 
viris  mores  et  confuetudines  patrie  cognofcentibus  condrueret  locum,  quern, 
datums  erat  fepe  fatus  Rogerus.  Et  quamdiu  ipfe  Lanzo  viveret  prior  et 
cudos  ejufdem  loci  edet ;  cenfum  eciam  karitatis  quem  Rogerus  dabat  uno~ 
quoque  anno  marcam  argenti  de  fuo  dominio  memoratus  Lanzo  redderet 
Cluniaco  ;  illo  vero  univerfe  carnis  viam  ingreJTo,  mox  poll  mortem  ejus 
locus  ille  et  prior  et  fratres  ibi  degentes  prope  et  in  concede  intenderent  Clu¬ 
niaco,  nulliufque  alterius  in  poderum  fubicerentur  magiderio,  ficut  monad  e.- 
rium  de  Monte  acutos,  et  illud  de  Latifcenfi  caftro,  et  ficut  locus  de  Lentona 
in  Notingenfi  pago.  Faftaautem  concedione  hac  ab  Jiugcne  abbate  fanftif- 
fimo,  impetrata  .eciam  licencia  et  concedione  ab  Henrico  rege  liberaliffimo, 
confilioque  et  Anfelmi  beati  archiprefulis  et  Herberti  Thetfordenfis  epif 
copi  accepto,  providit  Rogerus  cum  primatibus  regalis  curie  talem  locum 
in  honore  fan&e  Dei  genetricis  et  virginis  Marie  apud  Thetfordiam  condruere. 
Ed  autem  Thetfordia  villa  antiqua  et  regia,  plurimis  eccleliis  infignis,  et  egre- 
gia  habitatione  honedorum  virorum  cum  honedis  mulieribus  ampl'a  et  dif- 
fufa,  mercibus  diverfarum  rerum  habundans,  et  leta  populorum  conventu 
pro  exequendis  judieie  legibus  Celebris  et  difcreta :  limes  certus  feu  marca 
Norfolchie  et  Suffolchie,  dives  et  fana  pro  afcenfu  et  defcenfu  femper  cur- 
rentis  aque,  quam  epifcopalis  fedes  et  cathedra  ab  antiquo  adornabat  tem¬ 
pore,  c-ujus  gloria  trandata  ed  et  promcta  ad  Nonvicum  a  predicto  Herberto 
prelule.  In  hac  itaque  villa,  feu  villa  Thetfordend,  cepit  Rogerus  officinas 
monachiles  condruere  circa  ecclefiam  bcate  virginis  Marie.  Quam  ecckfiam 
cum  terra  et  omnibus  rebus  ad  earn  pertinentibus  per  commutationem  et 

r  Of  him  Malmefbury  gives  this  character  :  that  he  made  his  monaftcry  of  I  ewes  the  houfe  of 
goodnefs  (bomtatis  cLm:cilium)  and  that  the  high  eft  panegyric  would  fall  far  fhort  ot  his  deferts. 
He  was  ieized  with  a  molt  painful  diforder  while  celebrating  trials,  and  died  in  eight  days  al  cr. 

Mai  in  fb.  de  gelt,  regum  v.  p.  9;. 
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feambium  $s®piue!  ter. re  fae  adquifierat  ipfe  Rogerus  a  Ricardo  Ervafti  filio, 
qui  Cfini'jtejiebat  quail  jure  hereditario,  concedente  et  confirmante  hoc  ipfuui 
feambium  rege  Henrico.  FeraRis  tandem  officinis  Iigneis  mifit  venerabiiis 
Lanzo xii  monachos,  viros  honeftos  et  religiofos,  quibus  prefecit  priorem  tre- 
decimutn  famine  firnplicitatis  virum  nomine  Malgodum.  Veneruntque  illis 
obviam  duo  viri  fapientes  et  indullrii,  a  Rogero  et  barnagio*  RiodireRi,  Ran- 
liulfus  Walteri  ffiius  et  Radulfus  de  Valle  Rodomfbry,  fufeipientes  eos  apud 
Anglorum  metropolim  Londoniam,  ficut  viri  hone  hi  adduxerunt  eos  cum 
honore  et  reverentia  Thetfordiam.  Eo  die  erat  feitivi  as  tranfitus  beatillimi 
Martini  Turonenfis,  fuitqueipfe  Rogerus  cum  uxore  et  manu  militare,  folen- 
nis  et  hilaris  clericorum  procerum  multorumque  congaudencium  populorum 
conventus,  hac  de  caufa  ex  diverfis  provinciis  congregatus.  Eodem  die, 
feria,  viz,  ii  bora  ipfius  diei  quafi  nona,  luna  illucefcente  vicefima,  ingreffi  funt 
eccleliam  antiquam  beate  Marie  et  omnium  fan  Rorum,  que  antea  fuerat  ca- 
pud  et  fedes  orientalium  Anglorum.  Et  ficut  eandem  villain  habitantes  pro 
epifeopatus  tranflacione  que  nuperime  acciderat  fuerat  tribes,  ita  nunc  in 

tantorum  virorum  adventu  videbantur  gaudentes,  de - u  domini  per  ora- 

ciones  et  laudabilem  eorunduin  convcrfationem  prefumentes.  Ceperunt  ita- 
que  monachi  ab  illo  die  et  deinceps  regulariter  vivere  ;  et  Rogerus  cum  fu- 
pradiRo  Malgodo  priore  novum  monafterium  intra  burgum  conRruere,  ubi 
fere  per  tres  annos  operati  funt  cum  magna  devocione.  Foil  hoc  vifum  eft 
domino  Lanzoni  ut  removeret  jam  diRum  Malgodnm  de  loco  Thetfordenfi.' 

Erat  eo  tempore  in  Latifcenfi  monaRerio,  vir  vita  et  doRrina  clarus,  cunc- 
tis  pro  fuorum  honeftate  inorum  cams,  gemma  feientia  apprime  eruditus, 

nomine  Stephanus.  Hie  in  partibus . provincie  oriundus,  utriufque 

parentis  Rirpe  ingenuus,  patrem  fpiritualem  meruit  habere  Hugonem  abba- 
tem  fanRiffimum,  in  cujus  prefentia  et  benediRione  monachicum  apud  Eur- 
gundiam  induerat  habitum.  Et  certe  ficut  de  bona  arbore  bonus  fruRus,  ita 
de  fanRo  magiflro  fanRus  enituit  difcipulus.  Qui  in  prefato  monaRerio  ejuf- 
dem  abbatis  vices  cum  venerando  Lanzone  priore  mature  gerebat ;  feipfum 
aliis  predicando  exemplum  et  formam  prebens,  prudencia  et  difcrecione  in 
confdTionem  accipiendo  et  penitenciam  injungendo  apparens.  In  quern  fra- 
tres  ita  corde  fpiritus  fanRi  amore  converterant,  ut  fi  de  ami  (hone  patris  in¬ 
fortunium  eo  fuperftite  incurriflent,  ilium  in  loco  ipfius  patrem  et  dominum 
ampleRi  vellent ;  hoc  fiquidem  eR  quod  legitur,  humilis  homo  triumph  at  in 
domo.  Hunc  igitur  Deo  dignum  Stephanum,  pre  omnibus  eleRum,  in  vite 
honeRate  et  morum  probitate  tunc  nulli  fecundum,  pater  Lanzo  Thetfordiam 
direxit,  ibique  eum  priorem  prefecit.  Quod  cum  intimaretur  fratribus,  oritur 
mox  inter  eos  immoderatus  planRus,  trifticia,  et  luRus;  fuper  omnes  vero 
fanRa  recordatione  dignus  conqueflus  eR  Beluacenfis  EuRachius,  qui  poRea 
1  Baronagium .  Du  Cange.  B  F.  mifeiicordia 
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congregacioni  prioris  jure  multis  annis  prefuit  pater  piiflimus.  Cui  fuper  hoc 
valdedolenti  et  pre  aliis  audacius  conquerenti  vencrabilis  Lanzo  in  fratrum 
audiencia  refponfum  dedit  hujufmodi :  £t  Domini  noftri  abbatis  urget  precep- 
“  tio,  ut  vir  tabs  mittatur  Thetfordenfi  monafterio,  qui  prefit  loco,  et  loci 
i(  placeat  advocato.  Oportet  igitur  fratres  ut  fanctiftimi  patris  noflri  Hu- 
<c  gonis  precepto  obediamus,  et  llogero  Bigoto  fatisfaciaraus,  qui  poll  re- 
“  gem  quafi  fecundus  in  omni  regno  dominatur,  et  ficut  vir  fapiens  et  ho- 
“  neftus  ubique  honoratur.  Num  qui  veftrum  aliquis  me  amplius  dominum 
((  Stephanum  diligit.  Sed  juftum  eft  ut  honeftorum  fecularium  vota  per 
“  honeftorum  fratrum  compleantur  adjumenta.  Etfi  mihi  concedatur  optio, 
“  fecundum  id  quod  difponit  de  eo  veftra  dileccio,  dei  nutu  ad  nos  redibit 
<c  in  proximo.”  Hac  fratres  accepta  miflione,  gavifi  funt  de  tanta  patris 
tanti  promiflione.  Non  tamen  fine  multorum  lacrimis  receffit ;  quem  Thet- 
fordiam  ad  multorum  commodum  venifTe  no  fir  a  parvitas  letatur,  gratulatur 
et  atteftatur  ;  et  plurimorum  utrinfque  fexus  emendacione  veraciter  compro- 
batur.  Veniens  igitur  vir  fan&us  ad  Thetfordenfem  burgum,  vidit  locum 
ilium,  in  quo  edificare  ceperanr,  valde  anguftum,  et  domibus  burgenfium 
undique  circumfeptum,  et  oportunitate  carentem  ad  conflruendam  habitacio- 
nem  monachorum.  Providenlque  ficut  vir  difertus  in  pofterum,  primo  fe 
continuis  precibus  ad  virginis  filium,  dehinc  ad  Wilelmumde  Albini  contulit, 
in  regno  tunc  potentiffiinum,  excellentiffimi  regis  Henrici  confiliarium,  Ro- 
gerique  Bigoti  generum.  Per  hunc  itaque  crebro  requifivit  Rogerum  Bigo- 
tum,  ut  monafterium  fuum  removeret  extra  burgum  in  ampliorem  locum,  ut 
oportunius  monachi  illo  fc  removerent  ad  habitandum,  et  lupervenientes  cu- 
jufque  ordinis  hofpites  honeftius  fufciperentur  ad  hofpitandum.  Qua?  res 
quamvis  difpliceret  multis,  et  etiam  quibufdam  ex  monachis  j  tamen  confilio 
et  admonitione  jam  di&i  Wilelmi,  domini  voluntate,  concefiit  Rogerus  pre- 
taxate  petitioni.  Et  providerunt  omnes  in  fimul  locum  amenum  et  arnplum 
fuper  fiuvium  ubi  Deo  cooperante  ceperunt  in  honorem  beate  et  gloriofe  vir¬ 
ginis  Marie  monafterium  per  ilerberti  Norwicenfis  epifcopi  confiueracionem. 
et  confilium,  qui  tribus  vicibus  propriis  manibus  incepit  fodere  fundamentum. 
In  quo  vir  loco  Henricus  rex,  fciens  et  fapiens,  et  monachorum  oportunitate 
providens,  prius  laudaverat,  et  admonuerat  Rogerum  Bigotum,  ut  ibi  con- 
ftrueret  monafterium,  quod  non  provide  nec  decenter  inceperat  infra  burgum. 
Tandem  ab  operariis  valde  perfoffa  terra  ut  pote  fabnlofa,  in  profundo, 
cunftis  in  commune  deprecantibus  ut  ipfum  initium  opere  perficeretur  fecundo, 
prefatus  prior  dulci  memoria  femper  recolendus  Steplianu?,  et  ipfe  Bigotus 
cum  multis  fecum  advenientibus  proceribus,  primos  fundamenti  lapides  impo- 
fuerunt.  Eadem  die  promifit  Deo  Rogerus  coram  mnltitudinem  onmem  illud 
opus  de  fuo  proprio  cenfu  conftruere :  et  de  nominatis  in  quodam  manerio 
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fuo  xv  libras  pro  fundamentis  perficiendis  *,  intimavit  priori  ut  poll  feftum 
beatc  Marie  duos  monachos  ei  feftinaret  mittere.  Habebat  enim  providers 
unum  manerium  quod  donare  propofuit  beate  Marie  ad  fuftentacionem  mona- 
chorum.  Ccpitque  multis  exponere  idem  Bigotus,  dudum  indomabilis  et  ri- 
gidus,  tunc  autem  humilis  et  devotus,  qua  intentione  illud  opus  conftruere 
diu  flagraverat,  quod  Dei  gratia  jam  cum  illis  ceperat.  Expofuitque  illis  mo- 
nafterii  libertatem  in  pofterum,  quod  unufquifque  gratanter  accepit  audien- 
cium,  ut  viz.  ficut  fupra  taxavirans,  nnlli  unquam  alii  fubjiciretur  magifterio 
nifl  abbati  Cluniacenfi  et  ipfi  Cluniaco.  Hec  omnia  fa<fta  funt  o£tavo  die 
ante  nativitatem  beate  Marie,  fundamentum  fcilicet  inceptum,  et  he  promif- 
fiones  et  confiderationes  fade.  Sed  quid  pertedum  in  rebus  hum  an  is  ?  Non 
eft,  ut  legitur,  mare  hie  flare,  non  in  feculo  eft  quod  jam  poflis  a  mare. 
Plena  funt  omnia  lacrimis,  incertis  omnia  involvuntur  pcriclis.  Vita  noftra' 
*  quippe  incerta,  incerto  labori  et  putredini  lubjeda,  dum  ocio  hebefeit,  et 
opera  deficit ;  ipfa  ejus  falus,  juxta  Gregorium,  egritudo  eft,  cui  curanda  ne- 
ceffitas  nunquam  deeft.  Et  ficut  eloquens  vir  Udebertus  Turonorum  antiftes 
veraci  ftilo  noftras  tranfmifit  ad  aures,  res  hominum  atque  homines  levis  aka- 
verfat  in  boras.  Hcu  dolor  et  triflicia  !  Nam  prefatus  Rogerus  odavo  die  a 
fundamento  incepto  vitam  terminavit  apudErclam,  novo  nunc  caflro  nominato. 
Et  iple  epifeopus  Norwycenfis  manebat  in  ejufdem  ville  confinio,  eft  enim 
ipfa  villa  Norwyco  contiguo  miliaria  quafi  denario:  venerabilis  epilcopus 
non  caritative  faciens,  no&u  corpus  rapuit,  et  Norwycnm  ad  fepeliendum* 
tranfportavit,  contradicentibus  uxore  et  hominibus  ejus  ibidem  tunc  aftanti- 
bus.  Ideo  autem  dixi  epifeopum  non  fecifle  caritative,  quod  conftat  eundem 
Rogerum  fe  uxorem  et  omnes  fuos  in  prefentia  epifeopi  ejufdem  priori  de- 
difle,  viz.  ad  fepeliendum  corpora  eorum  Thetfordic  in  cimeterio  monaflerii 
beate  virginis  Marie.  Quod  cum  patri  noflro  nunciatum  effet,  apud  Thet- 
fordiam  tunc  conflituto,  pluribus  novelli  operis  rebus  intento,  cum  quatuor 
fratribus  Norwycum  feflinanter  perrexit,  corpus  fuper  feretrum  in  medio 
pofitum  invenit ;  et  cum  uxore  Bigoti  et  pluribus  amicis  epifeopum  precando 
et  fupplicando  requifivit,  ut  corpus  redderet  fepeliendum  in  cimiterio  beate 
Marie  ubi  fe  et  fuos  reddiderat  in  vita  fua,  ipfo  epifeopo  hoc  audiente  et  an- 
nuente.  Quod  epifeopus  valde  acriter  tenuit  ;  et  prius  precando  ct  blandi- 
endo,  ct  plurima  promittendo  priorem  et  eos  qui  cum  ipfo  erant,  requifivit  ut 
permittcret  corpus  fepelire  in  pace  et  bona  voluntate  ad  Norwycum,  remota 
penitus  omni  calumpnia  in  perpetuum.  Quarn  rem  pater  nofler  nullo  medo 
concedere  voluit.  Et  tarn  ipfe,  quam  fratres  qui  cum  ipfo  erant,  et  plures 
alii,  ficut  eft  confuetudo  reiigionis  monachorum,  proftraverunt  fe  ad  pedes 
epifeopi,  ut  predi&am  rem  concederet  eis,  corpus  viri  jam  difti  defunfli  quod 
epifeopus  cum  ira  magna  fe  facere  negavit.  Tunc  prior  ex  parte  domini  et 
beate  Marie  *  '*  *  *  *  N°  VII. 
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N°  VII.  p.  1 1 3. 

BE  AT  A  et  gloriofa  dei  genitrix  virgo  Maria  quanto  fit  honorc 
diligenda  ex  hoc  apparet  qd  fine  viro  defpu  sco  deura  concepit, 
dninu  pepit,  et  tam  in  conceptione  quam  in  partu  integerrima  virgo  p- 
manfit,mundofalutem  reddidit,  morteq  pempta  vitam  fidelibus  repavit; 
merito  itaqad  tante  virginis  cultum  templa  confecran’  p  orbcm,  ut  in 
cis  virginis  mores  &  vita,*  retributiones,  merita  pie  prediccntur:  quod 
ego  Herbertus  eps  confiderans,  unacu  domino  Rogerio  Bigoto,  viro 
nobili,  et  dm  mei  Regis  Henrici  dapifero,  ipfo  volente  et  conccdente,  in 
noie  et  honore  ipfius  virginis  matris  dei  aputTheofordenfem  villamecclam 
conftruere  et  coedificare  cepimus,  qua  et  tris  et  ecciijs,  decimis,  ct  alijs 
redditib’  pari  voto,  pari  moderatione,  uterq  nrm  dift’  virg’  donavit. 
Itaq  Rogerius  Bigot de  aufloritate  nra  eid*  ecciead  ipfius  conftnnfiionem 
et  monachor’Cluniacenfium  qui  in  ea  deo  ppetuo  fervituri  Cunt  fuften- 
tationem  quicquid  juris  habebat  in  ecctijs  de  dominicis  tris  fuis,  vide¬ 
licet  de  Jochesforda  et  tota  foccha  ejufdem,  et  de  Haella,  de  Forne- 
fettia,  de  Frcmingaha  majori  et  minori,  deKerefala,  deSaham,  etdc 
Stanaham,  et  de  liocham,  et  de  utraq  Bradelei,  et  de  omibs  tris  quibus 
ds  eum  accrefcere  fecerit.  Ego  au  Herbts  eps  qtu  ad  me  ptinet  has 
ohis  prenoiator’  mancrior*  ecclas  cu  terris  et  decimis  omibs  ear*  pti- 
nentijs  eidem  eccle  see  Marie  &  monachis  Cluniacenfib’  in  ea  deo 
fervietib*  concedo  et  epali  au<ftoritate  fpio  feripto  meo  confirmo,  ut  eas 
Rant  &  pofideant  libe  Sc  quiete  Sc  honorifice,  cu  omibs  ut  diftu  eft 
ptinentijs,ex  quo  eas  vacate  contigerit,  falvis  epalib*  Sc  canonica  jufticia 
in  clericos,  quas  milii  Sc  fucceflorib’  meis  reprefentaverint,  qui  Sc  nob" 
de  fpualib’  Sc  cis  de  tempalib’  refponderunt.  Preterea  donavit  eis  Ro- 
gerus  Bigotus  maneriu  Snareflelle*  c  omibs ptinentijs  fuis,  Sc  totam  terra 
quam  Elgivi  tenuit  in  Theofordia  infra  burgum  Sc  extra,  ficut  earn 
a  rege  Willofeniore  h:ibait,&  oma  qne  Oabenui  eidem  contulit  eccle, 
&  tenuit  tempore  regis  Edwardi,  et  bruerium  de  Redeflam  cu  tota  terra 
fua,  Sc  terrula  qua  tenebat  in  Rifleworda  de  abbe  Elienli,  Sc  quinque  mi- 
lia  anguillar’  in  Welles,  cu  pifeariaque  vocaturRowere,  et  viginti  milia 
allecium  in  pfato  foccha  de  Chereflala,  et  viginti  libratas  tre  quas 
eis  aflignavit  qui  ei  placuerint :  donaverunt  fe  Roger’  Bigot’ &  uxor 
fua  Adalaiza  Sc  hoi’es-eor’  cu  heredibus  fuis  finalit’  in  fine  fepeliendos 
in  cadem  ecclia  beate  Marie.  It  Sc  duas  partes  decimationu  de  do- 

E  e  e  2  “  minijs 
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“  minijs  eor’  de  omibs  que  decimari  debent  in  pfentia  nra  eidcm  eccle 
‘£  contnlcrunt,  &  alia  beneficia  pret’  id  a  lie  carta  domini  R.ogerij  Bigoti 
“  oma  continensj  Sr  corroborans  teftat*.  Que  oma  eis  concedo  Sc 
“  epali  automate  corroboro.  Donans  infup  beator’  aplor’  Petri  Sr 
££  Pauli  qua  fungim’  aucloritate  &  nra,  &  eis,  Sc  omibus  bnfacientibus 
££  eidem  eccte  Sc  frib’  pnominatis,  Sc  in  eade  eccla  fepultis  vel  fepe- 
<£  liendis  bndiclionem  Sr  abfolutionem  nram.  Preterea  ego  Herbertus 
“  eps  dono  eidem  eccle  totara  tra  quahuit  Harfaft  eps  Sc  Hie’  filius  ejus 
“  in  Theofordia  infra  burgum  et  extra.  Et  totam  tram  de  Fakertho- 
t£  nafeld  cu  focha,  facha,  thol,  theem,  infangenethef,  libani,  quietamab 
£‘  omibus  rebus  fie  fehariu  eccle  Sr  decimas  om*  tam  de  agro  faciali  qua 
<£  de  pafcuali.  Et  tram  in  qua  fuit  doin’  ipfius  epi,  Sr  molendinu  quon- 
‘£  dam  cu  pto  Sr  hofpitellos  quos  in  eadem  villa  habebam.  Et  tram  mea 
Silham  “  de  Sileham  cu  omibus  que  ad  earn  ptinet,  in  pratis  Sr  pafturis,  in  bofeo 
££  Sr  piano,  in  vijs  et  femitis,  in  aquis  Sr  molendinis,  in  ftagnis  Sr  pif- 
“  conijs,  in  marifeis  Sc  alnetis,  omnbus  alijs  reb’  fie’  Herbt’  capellan’ea 
“  tenebat  de  me.  Saccham  et  cenfum  que  habebam  in  pfata  eccla  see 
<£  Marie  condonavi.  Eamq  libam  et  immune  ab  ohii  fervicio  Sc  co- 
££  fuetudine  epali,  necnon  exadlione  que  ad  me  vel  officiates  meos  con- 
<£  ftitui,  falve  tam  reverentia  epal  ofhcij  recipiendor’  fac’mtor’  in 
<£  eadem  eccla.  Qd  fi  contigit  ut  pdifli  monachi  ecclm  et  habitation?  fua 
“  in  aliu  loc’  ejufdem  ville  fnsferant,  eande  libtate  qua  huic  cacefli 
“  eidem  p  omacocedoNich*  priori  eccle  auferens  hec  ante  nominate  facio 
<£  p  donu  qd  in  comutationem  ham  reru  deo  fp  aia  fua,  et  uxoris  fue  Ada- 
<£  laize,  rp  aiabus  parentu  et  filter’  fuor  Sr  pcipue  falute  dhi  nfi  Hen- 
“  ricireg’  Sr  uxoris  ejus  Matild’  regine,  Sr  parentu  Sr  heredu  fuor’  donav’ 
<£  pfats  Roger’  Bigot’  eccle  see  individue  Trinitatis  qua  ego  edificare  cepi 
<£  aput  Norvvicenfe  oppidum  :  videl’  ecclam  sci  Michael’  cu  omibus  que 
11  ad  eandem  ptinent,  excepta  fra  de  Flicheffona  qua  in  manu  fua  re- 
tc  tinuit,  Guneththonam  quam  Ricardus  de  Fleth  tenebat  de  illo,  Sr 
“  ipfe  de  me  donavit  et  reddidit  eccle  see  Trinitatis.  Et  Ricardus  Sc  uxor 
“  ejus  Sc  filij  ita  tenebunt  de  eccla  Sc  de  monachis  ficut  tenebat  de  ipfo. 
“  Similit’  Sc  Guodricum  prbm  cu  fris  Sc  ecclijs  fuis,  et  omibus  rebus 
“  quas  de  eo  tenebat.  Faftussu  autem  frat’in  prdiSfa  eccla  beate  virginis 
*<  Marie,  particeps  futurus  ego  Sc  fucceflores  mei  omumbonoi’  que  in 
“  eadem  eccla  agenda  funt  ufque  ad  confumatione  scli.  Ut  autem  hec 
££  fupradiSla  helemofma  Sr  utriufque  partis  donatio  et  comutatio  fklelis 
“  ppetua pfeveret,  Scut  monachi Cluniacenfes  in  ipfa  eccla  converfatiionis 
£$  cu&a  que  pnominata  funt  libe  Sr  quiete  Sc  honorifice  Sr  indiffolubilit’ 
a  “  teneant 
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lt  teneant&poffideant/trasfcil’&ecclaSjdecimas&reddituSjNoverintpfen- 
iC  tes  et  futuri  qddiis  mens  Henricus  rex  &  cfnamea  Matild’  regina,  cu 
i{  mltis  alijs  qui  fubfcripti  funt,  figno  crucis  dnifppiis  manibns  ea  infcripto 
“  confirmaverunt,  &  figillum  fuum  huic  cane  in  pfentia  lira  apponi  fe- 
“  cerunr.  Ego  au  Herbts  appofui  Sc  raeum,  confirmans  eis  oma  que  in 
<(  epatu  iiro  donata  funt  vel  in  pofteru  dabuntur  ;  Sc  lie  carte  donatorum 
<c  eifdem  teftantur.” 

eP*  --  S  S  ^  Eudonisdapiferi.  S  Grimbaldi. 

c.  ,  T  Herbti 
Sign  yp 


Sian‘S  eP‘  S  ^ 

b,Sn  *  Gundulfi.  b  ^  de  Briton. 

Sign’  Reg’.  Sign’  ^eatlld 


c  Prxo  T  ns 

jgine.  o  c  c  n*  , 

G  S.  Ste  phani. 

Sign’  ^  Aluredi  archia’.  Sign’^  Hunfridi  archid.  Sign’  Rogeri  Bigoti 


epi. 


Sign’1^  ^  Sign’  ^  Joiiis  capelti. 

Sign’  filij  *  SiSn’  *  Wilii  Malebit- 


Sign’  ^  Rotoldi  comitis. 
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N°  VIII.  p.  122. 

The  order  of  the  funeral  of  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk. 

IP  I  RS  T  of  the  order  and  manner  of  decking  and  garnifhing  the  caflle  of 
Framlingham,  where  the  noble  prince  died:  The  chamber  of  Rate,  the 
great  chamber  of  the  hall,  the  chapel  and  the  choir,  were  hung  with  black 
cloth,  garnilhed  with  efcutcheons  of  his  arms;  in  the  midft  of  the  choir  was 
a  place  ordained  with  four  great  principals,  bearing  certain  lights,  which 
burned  clay  and  night,  and  were  made  with  bars  about  them,  hung  with 
black  cloth,  garnilhed  with  efcutcheons  of  his  arms,  in  which  place  the 
noble  corpfe  w'as  to  lie,  until  fuch  time  as  all  things  might  be  in  readinefs 
for  his  removal  thence  to  the  place  where  he  was  to  red.  The  black  cloth, 
which  Was  hung  in  the  place  before  mentioned,  the  great  court,  the  porter’s 
gate,  &c.  decked  with  his  arms,  were  four  hundred  and  forty  yards.  When 
all  things  were  in  readinefs,  the  noble  corpfe  w  as  brought  from  his  chamber 
into  the  chapel,  which  his  grace  kept  prince  like,  for  he  had  great  pleafure 
in  the  fervice  of  God  ;  and  whilft  there,  three  folemn  mafles  were  daily 
fung,  and  nineteen  mourners  kneeling  about  the  hearfe  during  the  finging 
of  mafs  ;  the  principal  mourner,  the  earl  of  Surry,  being  with  the  king’s 
grace  on  bufinefs  x,  he  appointed  lord  William  his  brother  to  be  his  deputy, 
who  was  at  the  head  alone,  and  the  other  mourners  at  the  fides ;  and  about 
the  noble  corpfe  every  night  was  a  watch  of  twelve  gentlemen,  twelve  yeo¬ 
men,  two  yeomen  ulhers,  and  two  gentlemen  ulhers. 

On  the  2 2d  of  June,  the  body  was  brought  forth  out  of  the  chapel,  in 
order  to  its  interment  at  Thetford,  and  laid  in  a  chariot,  and  the  horfes  that 
drew  the  chariot  were  finely  decked,  each  having  four  efcutcheons,  and  on 
his  forehead  a  fmall  efcutcheon  beaten  in  oil  with  fine  gold.  Befides  mourners 
attendants,  there  were  fix  gentlemen  waiting  on  the  chariot,  to  attend  on 
the  noble  corpfe  as  time  required  ;  and  fix  knights  were  appointed  in  every 
town  to  be  affiftants ;  alfo  attending  on  the  chariot  were  four  hundred  fiaves 
with  torches  burning,  bowing,  and  every  one  of  the  bearers  had  a  gown  and 
hood.  The  order  and  procefiion  to  the  town  of  Difs,  in  the  way  to  Thetford, 
was  very  magnificent:  firft  went  three  coaches  of  friars,  then  the  minifler  of 
the  church  followed  by  his  chaplain,  then  the  flandard  born  by - Wind¬ 

ham,  efq.  followed  by  knights,  efquires,  gentlemen  of  his  houfhold,  trea- 
furer,  and  comptroller,  with  their  fiaves  in  their  hands,  their  horfes  trapped, 
&:c.  then  his  banner  borne  by  Sir  Edward  Bray,  knt.  and  his  coat  of  arms 

x  Probably  preparing  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  againil  Scotland,  of  which  he  was 
appointed  general  July  20,  this  year,  1524.  Pat.  16.  H,  Vlli.  p„  1. 
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by  CarlHle  herald,  the  helmet  and  creb  by  Windfor  herald,  the  target  of 
his  arms  by  Clarenceux  king  of  arms,  and  the  coat  of  arms,  which  was  to  be 
offered,  borne  by  garter  king  of  arms,  all  of  whom  rode  in  their  liveries  of 
black,  their  hoods  on  their  heads,  their  horfes  trapped,  and  on  every  one  of 
them  four  cfcutcheons  of  his  arms.  Then  came  the  chariot,  wherein  the  noble 
corpfe  lay  garnifhed,  followed  by  the  chief  mourner  alone,  and  in  a  fpace 
behind  him  the  other  mourners  two  and  two,  riding  together  in  their  long 
gowns  of  black  cloth,  their  hoods  on  their  heads ;  next  after  them  followed 
the  chamberlain  with  his  half,  &c.  then  the  mailer  of  the  horfe,  leading  a 
fumpter  horfe,  trapped  in  fine  cloth  of  geld,  garnifhed  with  cfcutcheons  of 
his  arms,  &c.  then  all  other  lords,  knights,  and  gentlemen  in  black,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  degree,  which  were  to  the  number  of  nine  hundred.  In  this 
order  and  manner  they  came  to  the  town  of  Difs,  twelve  miles  from  the  Cable 
of  Framlingham,  where  they  refled  that  night.  They  were  met  on  the  way 
by  all  the  minibers  of  the  towns  and  villages  between  the  cable  and  Uifs, 
finging  fuch  fervice  as  thereunto  belonged;  and  every  church  in  towns  and* 
villages  had  fix  {hillings  and  eight  pence,  with  five  efcutcheons  of  his  arms, 
three  in  colours  and  two-  in  metal.  In  the  town  of  Hoxne,  the  bifhop  of 
Norwich  met  them  in  his  pontifical  ibus,  with  all  the  procefiion  of  the  place, 
finging  the  fervice  appointed.  .At  the  town  of  Difs  they  were  met  with  all' 
the  procefiion  belonging  to  the  church,  choir,  and  town :  the  church  porch 
was  hung  with  black,  garnibied  with  arms,  and  in  the  midb  of  the  choir 
the  noble  corpfe  rebed  that  night,  and  a  folemn  dirge  was  fung.  The  duke 
of  Norfolk,  foil  and  heir  of  the  duke  deceafed,  chief  mourner,  with  the 
refi  of  the  mourners,  whereof  the  chief  were  the  earl  of  Oxford,  the  lord 
Edmund  Howard,  the  lord  William  Howard,  the  lord  Fitzwalter,  and  his 
fon  and  heir,  the  lord  Willoughby,  the  foa  and  heir  of  Rice  ap  Thomas,, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Bullen,  were  all  kneeling  about  the  hcarfe  during  the  fervice. 

The  ftandard  was  held  at  the  feet  by - Windham,  efq.  and  the  banner 

by  Sir  William  Bray.  When  the  fervice  was  done,  a  watch  was  appointed 
to  attend  all  night  in  the  church  about  the  corpfe,-  of  twelve  yeomen,  twelve 
gentlemen,  two  yeomen  ufiiers,  and  two  gentlemen  ulhers.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  between  fix  and  feven  o’clock,  all  repaired  tO'  the  church,  and  the 
mourners  to  their  places  about  the  hearfe,  as  they  were  the  day  before. 
Then  a  folemn  mafs  was  fung,  and  at  the  offering  of  the  faid  mafs,  the  chief 
mourner  was  brought  to  the  offering  by  the  king  at  arms,  and  heralds ;  Sir 
William  Fyndly,  knt.  chamberlain  to  the  deceafed,  bearing  up  his  train,  and 
the  earl  of  Oxford  delivering  unto  him  his  offering;  alfo  all  the  mourners  ac¬ 
companying  him  two  and  two  together,  according  to  their  degree ;  and  after 

the 
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the  offering,  the  duke  was  brought  in  like  manner  to  his  place  again.  The 
fervice  being  done,  every  one  was  marlhalled  by  the  heralds  in  the  lame  order 
and  array  as  they  had  been  the  day  before,  and  fo  palled  from  the  town  of 
Difs  to  Thetford  abbey,  twelve  miles  from  thence.  They  were  met  by  the 
way  with  proceffions  of  diverfe  towns  and  villages,  Tinging  the  fervice;  every 
church  had  fix  (hillings  and  eight  pence,  and  five  efcutcheons  of  his  arms. 
Half  a  mile  without  the  town  of  Thetford,  they  were  met  by  four  orders  of 
friars,  with  the  minifters  of  the  churches  of  the  town,  and  bringing  the  no¬ 
ble  corpfe,  attended  as  before,  through  the  town  to  the  abbey.  It  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  church  door  by  the  bifhop  of  Ely,  -in  his  pontificalibus,  with 
his  afiifl ants  ;  the  abbot  of  Windham,  the  abbot  of  Thetford,  and  the  prior 
of  Butley,  all  three  mitred,  fcenting  him,  and  fmging  fuch  fervice  as  there¬ 
unto  belonged,  then  taken  out  of  the  chariot,  and  borne  into  the  choir  of 
the  abbey  by  fix  gentlemen,  and  fix  knights  on  each  fide  of  the  corpfe. 

Within  the  choir  was  a  place  appointed  with  double  bars,  all  hung  with 
black  cloth,  garni  filed  with  efcutcheons  of  his  arms;  alfo  within  the  bars 
was  made  a  hearfe  with  live  principals,  which  bore  feven  hundred  lights  ; 
alfo  there  was  in  wax  an  hundred  bedemen  in  mourning,  with  their  bedes  in 
their  hands,  which  did  garnifh  the  hearfe  in  the  place  accuftomed ;  alfo 
about  the  hearfe  went  a  valence  of  black  farfenet,  fringed  with  black  {ilk 
and  Venice  gold.  Within  the  hearfe,  over  the  corpfe,  was  a  cloth  of  ma- 
jefty,  &c.  and  for  the  better  garnifhing  the  laid  hearfe,  there  were  eight 
bannerols  of  his  defcent  and  marriages,  and  an  hundred  pencils  of  his  bays 
and  devifes.  Within  the  faid  place  the  corpfe  remained  all  night,  the  chief- 
mourner,  and  all  other  mourners,  affiffing  before  their  departure  at  a  fo- 
lemn  dirge,  fung  kneeling,  as  before  rehearfed ;  the  abbey  church,  the 
choir,  and  porch  of  the  faid  church,  were  hung  and  decked  with  efcutcheons 
of  his  arms. 

The  morning  following,  the  mourners,  and  all  the  ffates,  affembled  in  the 
abbey  church,  by  fix  o’clock,  and  the  chief-mourner  taking  his  place,  all 
the  other  mourners  went  to  their  places,  and  every  man  to  his  room,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  day  before. 

Soon  after  begun  the  firffc  mafs,  fung  by  the  prior  of  Butley,  in  pontifi¬ 
calibus,  and  at  the  offering  of  the  faid  mafs,  lord  William  Howard,  conduced 
by  two  heralds,  offered  the  mafs  penny,  three  {hillings  and  four  pence  for 
the  chief-mourner ;  alfo  the  other  mourners  accompanied  him,  and  when  he 
had  offered,  conduced  him  to  his  place  again  ;  for  no  more  offered  at  that 
mafs  but  the  chief-mourner.  The  fecond  mafs  was  fung  by  the  abbot  of 
Windham,  in  pontificalibus,  in  like  manner  offered  five  fhillings  for  mafs 

penny. 
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penny.  The  mafs  of  requiem,  which  was  the  high  mafs,,  was  fung  by  the 
bifhop  of  Ely  y,  in  pontificalibus,  the  abbot  of  Windham z  being  gofpeller, 
and  the  prior  of  Butley  epifloler,  both  of  them  mitred  •,  and  at  the  time  of 
offering,  Garter  king  of  arms,  and  Clarenceux,  with  the  heralds  of  arms, 
went  and  conducted  the  chief-mourner  to  the  offering,  all  the  other  mourners 
coming  after  him  two  by  two,  according  to  their  degrees,  Sir  'William  Fynd- 
ly  bearing  up  the  chief-mourner’s  train  ;  and  when  he  was  come  to  the 
bifhop,  the  earl  of  Oxford  delivered  to  the  chief-mourner  his  offering,  which 
was  ten  {hillings ;  and  when  he  had  offered,  he  went  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
bifhop,  carrying  the  offering  of  all  the  hatchments. 

Firft,  Garter  king  of  arms  delivered  to  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and  to  the  lord 
Edmund  Howard,  the  coat  of  arms,  which  they  bore  between  them  to  the 
offering  :  Garter  going  before  them  and  offering  it  to  the  bifhop,  he  delivered 
it  to  the  fon  and  heir  of  the  laid  duke  deceafed,  who  delivering  it  to  Garter, 
he  flood  holding  it  on  the  right  hand  of  the  bifhop  by  the  faid  duke ;  then 
Clarenceux  king  of  arms,  delivering  the  target  to  the  lord  Fitzwalter  and  the 
lord  Willoughby;  then  in  like  manner  delivering  it  to  the  bifhop,  he'deli* 
vering  it  to  the  duke,  who  delivered  it  to  Clarenceux,  who  flood  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  bifhop,  holding  the  faid  target.  The  fword  was  delivered  by 
Windfor  herald  to  the  lord  Willoughby,  and  Sir  Thomas  Bullen,  treafurer 
of  the  king’s  houfhold,  and  in  the  fame  manner  offering  it  to  the  bifhop,  the 
point  downwards ;  he  delivered  it  to  the  duke,  with  the  point  upwards,  who 
delivered  it  as  before  ;  and  the  ceremony  was  ufed  with  the  helmet  and  creft, 
delivered  by  Richmond  herald  to  the  lord  Fitzwalter  and  the  lord  Willough¬ 
by  ;  then  Carlifle  herald,  wearing  the  coat  of  the  duke  deceafed,  went  to 
the  church  door  of  the  abbey,  where  he  conduced  a  knight  up  to  the  offering, 
wearing  the  armour  of  the  duke  departed,  riding  on  a  courier  trapped  with 
fine  cloth  of  gold,  garnifhed  with  his  arms,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  faid 
duke’s  axe,  with  the  point  downwards,  and  fo  riding  to  the  choir  door,  the 
horfe  led  between  the  Ton  and  heir  of  the  laid  Fitzwalter,  and  the  fon  and 
heir  of  Piice  ap  Thomas,  knt.  then  came  to  the  fexton  cf  the  abbey,  chal¬ 
lenging  the  faid  horfe  for  his  fee,  on  which  the  knight  alighted,  and  was  led 
up  to  the  offering  by  the  two  who  led  his  horfe  ;  and  Carlifle  herald  going 
before  him,  he  offered  the  axe  to  the  bifhop  with  the  point  downwards,  who 
delivered  it  to  Carlifle,  who  flood  and  held  the  faid  axe  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  bifhop,  by  Garter  king  of  arms. 

y  Nicholas  Weft. 

*  John  bifhop  of  Lechlin  in  Ireland. 


Ff  f 


Then 


4 2 


APPENDIX. 

Then  the  officers  of  arms  holding  hill  the  hatchments,  the  kings  of  arms, 
and  heralds  in  their  places,  until  all  the  mourners  had  offered  two  and  two, 
according  to  their  hates,  and  fo  conveyed  to  their  places  again  by  an  officer 
of  arms ;  then  the  head  officers  of  the  houfhold,  the  heward,  treafurer,  and 
comptroller  offered,  and  after  them  all  others,  &c.  When  thofe  ceremo¬ 
nies  were  over,  Garter  and  Clarenceux  kings  of  arms,  with  the  heralds,  de¬ 
parted  with  hatchments,  placing  them  in  the  vehry,  till  fuch  time  as  it  was 
convenient  they  fhould  be  fet  up,  which  Clarenceux  and  Carlifle  appointed  : 
having  done  that,  the  kings  of  arms  and  heralds  went  for  the  chief-mourner, 
with  the  reff  of  the  mourners,  and  brought  them  into  the  veflry,  and  there 
delivered  to  them  certain  rich  palls  of  cloth  of  gold,  which  were  offered 
to  the  hearle  in  this  manner,  viz.  Garter  delivered  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
four  palls,  then  Clarenceux  delivered  to  the  earl  of  Oxford  three  palls,  to 
the  lord  Fitzwalter  two,  and  the  lord  Willoughby  two  ;  thofe  noblemen 
were  conveyed  by  the  kings  of  arms  and  heralds  to  the  hearfe,  and  there 
offered  them,  the  lowed:  in  degree  offered  fird.  After  all  thofe  ceremonies 
were  performed,  dodor  Macrell,  abbot  of  Whitle a  monadery,  befidcs  Aln¬ 
wick,  began  the  funeral  fermon,  which  laded  near  an  hour,  and  after  the 
fermon  the  bifhop  of  Ely  made  an  end  of  mafs ;  then  the  bifhop  came  from 
the  altar  in  his  pontificals,  and  with  him  two  prelates  mitred,  who  went 
about  the  hearfe,  faying  the  ufual  fervice  *,  that  done,  Garter  and  Claren¬ 
ceux  conveyed  the  chief-mourner,  with  the  red  of  the  mourners,  to  their 
chambers.  After  the  mourners  were  departed,  the  bifhop  went  to  confe- 
crate  the  vault  where  the  noble  corpfe  was  to  be  laid,  and  faid  the  accudomed 
fervice. 

Then  the  bifhop  calling  to  him  Carlifle  herald,  told  him,  now  is  the  time 
to  declare  the  deeds  of  this  noble  prince.  Then  Carlifle  began,  and  faid  as 
he  had  done  at  every  dirge  and  fervice,  for  the  foul  of  the  right  noble  and 
mighty  prince,  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  marfhal  of  England,  and  late 
treafurer  of  the  fame,  counfellor  to  the  king  our  fovereign  lord,  knight  and 
companion  of  the  noble  order  of  the  garter.  Then  fix  gentlemen  were  ready 
who  took  him  from  under  the  hearfe,  and  laid  him  into  his  tomb,  the  bifhop 
faying  the  ufual  fervice;  after  which,  he  took  a  fpade  into  his  hand,  and 
throwing  a  little  earth  on  the  noble  corpfe,  he  tarried  till  the  head  officers 
had  broken  their  (laves  over  the  grave,  and  thrown  them  therein,  at  Which 
were  great  lamentations;  and  before  the  bifhop  departed,  he  threw  holy 

a  There  being  no  houfe  of  this  name  in  Tanner,  if  this  be  not  Hulm  by  Alnwick,  one  of 
fhe  firlt  houfes  of  Carmelites  or  White-friars  in  England.  In  the  account  of  this  funeral  from 
Butley  Abbey  regifter,  the  before  cited  Makerell  the  preacher  is  called  Alius  Canonicus. 
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water  on  the  grave.  There  were  delivered  in  alms,  at  the  mafs  of  requiem, 
to  poor  people,  in  pence  and  two-pences,  one  hundred  pounds.  To  priefts 
for  Tinging  mafs  in  the  abbey,  and  in  other  churches,  in  number  three  hun¬ 
dred,  to  every  one  twelve-pence  and  his  dinner.  On  the  day  of  interment 
was  a  magnificent  entertainment,  confiding  of  four  hundred  meffes,  as  ap¬ 
peared*  by  the  account  books.  Alfo  were  therein  noted  nineteen  hundred 
perfons,  who  had  liveries  of  black  cloth,  in  gowns  and  coats.  The  whole 
charge  amounted  to  thirteen  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

Upon  the  monument  of  this  noble  duke  was  the  following  infcription  : 

“  For  as  moche  as  it  is  wry  tty  n  in  the  epitaphe  aboute  the  tombe  here 
prefent,  of  the  high  and  mighty  prince,  Thomas,  late  duke  of  Norfolke, 
after  his  difcent  from  his  noble  anteceffours,  declared  in  the  fame  in  wrytynge, 
whych  is  alfo  fet  out  in  armes  about  the  tombe.  That  will  fe  farther  of  hys 
lyvyng  and  fervyce  doon  by  hym  to  hys  pryncis,  and  of  hys  honorabyl  de- 
pertyng  out  of  thys  worlde,  fchall  reforte  and  loke  in  thys  table.” 

Fyrft  you  fchall  know  the  feid  duke  was  in  hys  younge  age,  after  he  had 
been  a  fufficient  feafon  at  the  gramer  fchole,  henckman  to  kynge  Edvrard 
the  iiii.  and  was  then  callid  Thomas  Howard,  fon  and  heire  to  Sir  John  Ho¬ 
ward,  knight,  after  lord  Howard,  and  after  that  duke  of  Norfolke  of  right 
enherytaunce ;  and  the  feid  Thomas  Howard,  whan  he  was  at  mannes  age, 
was  wyth  dyvers  other  gentlemen  of  Englond,  fent  to  Charles  duke  of  Bur- 
gon  in  the  begynnyng  of  the  warres  between  kyng  Lewes  of  Fraunce,  and 
the  feid  duke  Charles,  and  ther  contenuyd  unto  the  end  of  the  feid  warres, 
to  his  greate  prayfe  and  thankes,  as  well  of  kyng  Edward  hys  owne  fovereyne 
lord,  as  of  the  feid  duke  Charles.  And  after  the  warres  doon  betwixt  the 
feid  kynge  Lewes  and  the  feid  duke  Charles,  than  the  feid  Thomas  Howard 
retorned  into  Englond,  unto  kyng  Edward  hys  fovereyn  lord,  and  he  made 
hym  immediately  efquier  for  hys  body;  and  he  was  abowte  him  at  hys  makyng 
redy,  both  evenynge  and  mornynge;  and  afterwarde  he  made  hym  knyghte 
at-  the  maryage  of  the  duke  of  Yorke,  kynge  Edward  his  feconde  fon  ;  and 
fo  he  was  wyth  the  feid  Edward  in  all  his  bufynelfe,  as  well  at  Lincoln  fchire 
Feld,  and  at  the  tyme  of  Banbergfeld,  as  at  all  other  hys  bufynes,  and  alfo 
at  fuche  tyme  as  the  fame  kynge  was  taken  by  the  earl  of  War wy lee  at  War- 
wyke,  befor  hys  efcape  and  departyng  into  Flaunders. 

And  after  the  kynges  depertyng  into  Flaunders,  for  that  the  cooftis  of 
Englond  were  fo  fett  for  depertyng  of  and  other  his  fervauntis  and  friendes, 
the  feid  Thomas  was  dryvin  of  force  to  take  fayntwary  of  feynt  Joannes  in 
Colchefter  for  the  true  fervice  he  bare  unto  kynge  Edward  (j  and  at  the  feid 
,  F  f  f  2  kynges 
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kynges  retourne  out  of  Flaunders,  the  feid  Sir  Thomas  Howard  refortyd 
unto  hym,  and  went  wyth  hym  to  Barnet  Feld,  and  ther  was  fore  hurte. 
And  after  whan  kynge  Edward  went  into  Fraunce  wyth  hys  army  ryall,  he 
fent  thether  before  divers  gentilmen,  and  that  the  feid  Sir  Thomas  Howard 
had  good  experience  as  well  in  his  being  with  Charles  duke  of  Burgon,  as  in 
dyvers  feldis  and  bufyneffes  with  the  feid  kynge  Edward,  he  had  therfor  com¬ 
mandment  to  go  over  with  them,  for  hys  advyfe  and  counfell,  ty  11  the  feid 
kynge  came  over  ;  and  whan  kynge  Edward  and  kynge  Lewes  mette  at  the 
barriars  upon  the  ryver  of  Som,  and  the  feid  Sir  Thomas  Howard  was  wyth 
kynge  Edward,  at  the  barriars  wyth  the  kyngis  commauntment,  and  no  mo 
men,  fave  only  the  chaunceller  of  Englond,  the  chaunceller  of  Fraunce, 
and  Sir  John  Cheney. 

And  after  the  kingis  coming  into  Englond,  the  feid  Sir  Thomas  Howard 
obteynyd  licence  of  the  kynge  to  lye  in  Norffolke  at  an  howfe  whych  he  had 
yn  ryghte  of  my  lady  his  wyffe,  callyd  Alliewellethorpe,  and  ther  he  laye 
and  kepte  an  honorabyl  howffe,  in  the  favour  of  the  hoole  fchire,  durynge 
the  lyffe  of  the  feid  kynge  Edward,  and  at  that  tyme,  and  longe  after,  my 
lord  hys  father  was  alyve. 

After  kynge  Edward  was  ded  and  kynge  Edward  the  fyfte  his  fonnej  than 
kynge  Richard  was  kyng.  And  than  the  forfeid  Sir  Thomas  Howard  was 
his  fubgette  ;  and  for  that  the  yonge  duches  of  Norffolke,  whyche  was  very 
lieire  therunto,  was  ded  without  ylfue;  and  the  lord  Howard,  father  to  the 
feid  Thomas  Howard,  was  ryghtfulle  heir  to  the  fame  offe  former  difcent, 
was  creatte  duke  of  Norffolke,  and  he  creatt  erl  of  Surrey  ;  and  fo  they  both 
fervyd  the  feid  kynge  Richard  truly  as  hys  fubgettis  duryng  hys  lyffe,  lieng 
at  home  in  their  owne  cowntrys,  and  kepyng  honorabyl  howfes.  And  they 
went  wyth  hym  to  Bofworthe  feid,  wher  the  feid  kynge  Richard  was  flayne, 
and  alfo  the  feid  duke  of  Norffolke,  and  the  forfeid  erl  hurte,  and  taken 
upon  the  feid,  and  put  in  the  tower  of  London,  by  kynge  Henry  VII.  and 
ther  continued  thre  yeeres  and  an  halfe;  in  whych  tyme  of  hys  being  in  the 
tower,  the  fame  kynge  Henry  had  a  feid  with  the  erl  of  Lincoln  in  Notyng- 
ham  fchire,  befydes  Newark  e,  and  the  leefftenant  of  the  tower  came  to  the 
feid  erl,  and  profferred  to  hym  the  keyes  to  goo  out  at  hys  plefure  ;  and  he 
anfwered  hym  ageine,  that  he  wolde  nat  depert  thens,  unto  fuche  tyme  as 
he  that  commaunded  hym  thether,  Ihulde  comma  unde  hym  owtc  ageyn, 
whych  was  kynge  Henry  Vli.  but  charged  the  leefftenaunt  upon  his  allegy- 
aunce  yf  the  kynge  war  on  live  to  brynge  hym  ther,  as  the  kynge  was,  to 
thentente  he  myghte  do  hys  grace  fervyce,  and  after  that  for  the  true  and 
feithful  fervice  that  the  feid  kynge  Henry  herd  of  hym  doon  to  hys  other 
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prince ;  and  alfo  that  he  fawe  himfelf,  he  dide  on  Bofworth  feld,  and  for  the 
great  prayfe  and  truth  that  he  herd  of  him  whills  he  was  prifoner,  and  that 
he  wold  nat,  thoughe  he  had  libertie,  come  oute  of  the  tower  at  the  erl  of 
Lincolns  feld,  he  toke  hym  out  to  hys  prefence,  and  to  be  aboute  hys  owne 
perfon. 

And  wythin  ten  wekes  after  hys  comynge  out  of  the  tower,  ther  was  an 
infurreftion  in  the  northe,  by  whom  the  erl  of  Northombrelond  was  fleyne  in 
the  feld,  and  alfo  the  citee  of  Yorke  wonne  with  afawte  by  force;  and  for 
the  fubduing  of  thofe  rebells,  the  kynge  affembled  a  grote  of  hys  fubgettis, 
and  toke  hys  journey  towards  them  from  the  caftell  of  Hertford  ;  and  the 
feid  erl  of  Surrey  made  chief  captayn  of  hys  voward,  and  apoynted  under 
hym  in  the  feid  voward,  the  erl  of  Shrewesbury,  the  lord  Haftyngs,  Sir 
William  Stanley,  than  being  the  kyngs  chamberlayne,  Sir  R.ice  ap  Thomas, 
Sir  Thomas  Bowfer,  Sir  John  Savage,  Sir  John  Ryfeley,  and  dyvers  others  ; 
and  whan  thys  jorney  was  doon,  the  captayns  of  thefe  rebelles,  and  many 
other  of  them  were  put  to  execution  ;  and  for  the  finguler  trufte  the  kynge 
had  to  the  feid  erl,  and  the  activity  that  he  faweyn  hym,  he  left  hym  in  the 
northe,  and  made  hym  hys  leefttenaunt  generall  from  Trent  northwarde, 
and  warden  of  the  eft  and  myddyl  marfhes  of  Englond,  againft  Scotlond, 
and  juftice  of  the  forefts  ftom  Trent  northward,  and  ther  he  continued  ten 
yeres,  and  kepte  the  countrey  in  pece  wyth  policy  and  many  paynes  takyng, 
without  which  it  W’olde  nat  have  been,  for  that  the  countrey  had  been  fo 
lately  ponifhed,  and  nat  wythoute  defert,  and  thus  he  dide  the  hoole  tyme  of 
ten  yere,  laving  in  the  feconde  yere  of  hys  beinge,  ther  was  an  infnrredtion 
in  the  weft  parte  of  the  countrey,  wyth  whom  the  feid  erl  wyth  the  helpe  of 
the  kynges  true  fubgettis  foughte  in  the  feld,  and  fubdued  them  at  Akworth, 
befides  Pomfrette  *,  and  befides  dyvers  of  them  that  were  flayne  in  the  feld, 
he  toke  the  captains  and  put  them  to  execution,  and  the  refidue  he  fued  to 
the  kynge’s  highnefs  for  ther  pardones,  whych  he  obteinyd,  and  wanne 
therby  the  favour  of  the  countrey.  And  in  the  fame  yere  the  kynge  went 
over  the  fee,  and  layd  fiege  to  Bolayn,  the  feid  erl  than  remayninge  ther 
notwythftondynge  that  he  was  apoyntyd  to  have  gone  wyth  the  kynge,  and 
had  gon,  but  for  the  lightnefle  of  the  peple  ther,  wherfor  he  was  left  be- 
hynde,  both  for  the  favegard.  of  the  countrey,  and  for  defending  of  the  realme 
for  the  finguler  trufte  that  he  had  unto  hym. 

And  fone  after  ther  was  warre  wyth  the  Scottis,  and  for  that  the  feid  eri 
Wuld  be  in  a  redynes  to  defend  them,  he  went  to  Anwyke,  and  ther  lay  to  the 
defence  of  the  borders ;  and  in  hys  owne  perfonne  made  a  w'ynter  rood  into 
Tividale,  and  ther  brent  ther  houies,  and  ther  corne  to  the  greteft  lotfe  and 
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cmpoveryftimente  of  tbs  countrie,  that  Was  doon  ther  in  an  hundredthe  yer 
-fcefor  ;  and  after  that  the  kynge  of  Scottis  in  his  owne  perfon,  and  one  Parky n 
wyth  hym  invaded  thys  realme  of  Englond  wythe  a  grete  power,  and  layd 
. ieege  to  Northam  caftell .  And  affoon  as  he  herd  that  the  feid  erl  was 
corny ng  towards  hym,  he  depertyd  and  fled  into  Scotland  wyth  all  the  fpeed 
he  myght.  And  in  the  fame  fommer  after,  the  feid  erl  made  another  rood 
into  Scotlond,  and  layd  feege  to  the  caftell  of  Heiton,  and  dyd  race  and 
.pulle  downe  the  feid  caftelle,  the  kynge  of  Scottis  with  the  puiffaunce  of  hys 
realm  looking  upon  it ;  and  the  erl  had  nat  then  pafs  eight  or  nine  thoufand 
.men  wyth  hym. 

And  than  the  kynge  of  Scottis  fent  unto  the  feid  erl  Lion  hys  herald  for 
.to  require  bataile,  whych  was  grauntyd  by  the  feid  erl,  feying  unto  the 
feid  herold,  that  for  as  moche  as  he  was  an  offycer  of  armes  fent  from  the 
kynge  hys  mailer  to  require  bataile,  and  he  leefftenaunt  to  the  kynge  his 
matter  graunted  therunto,  and  feid  it  was  a  contra&e  and  a  full  bargain 
quicke  could  not  be  brokyn,  but  in  the  defaute  of  oon  of  them,  and  pro- 
mifed  by  the  fayth  that  he  bare  to  God,  and  to  St.  George,  and  to  the 
kynge  hys  maffer,  he  wolde  fulfil  hys  promeffe,  and  if  the  kynge  hys  matter 
brake,  it  ttruld  be  as  moche  to  hys  difhonor  and  reproche  as  ever  had  prince, 
and  quen  the  harrold  had  herd  thys  anfwere,  and  fawe  weall  the  feid  erl  was 
clerely  determined  to  fyghte  ;  he  feid  unto  hym,  Sir,  the  kynge  my  matter 
fendeth  you  word,  that  for  efchewyng  of  effufyon  of  chriften  blood,  he  will 
be  contentyd  to  fyght  wyth  you  hande  to  hande  for  the  towne  of  Berwicke, 
and  the  fyfligarthis  on  the  weft  marches,  yf  he  wynne  you  in  bataile  ;  and 
yf  ye  Wynne  hym  in  bataile,  you  to  have  a  kynges  raunfom.  Wherunto  the 
feid  erl  made  anfwere,  that  he  thanked  hys  grace  that  he  wolde  put  hym  to 
fo  moche  honour,  that  he  being  a  kyng  anointed  wolde  fighte  hande  to 
hande  wyth  fo  poore  a  man  as  he,  howbeit  he  feid,  he  wolde  nat  deceyve 
hys  grace,  for  he  feid  though  he  wanne  hym  in  batayle,  he  quas  never  the 
nerer  to  Berwicke  nor  to  Fyfhgarthis,  for  he  had  no  fuche  commyfiyon 
fo  to  do.  Hys  commyfiyon  was  to  do  the  kynge  of  Scottis  all  the  harme 
he  coude,  and  fo  he  had  don,  and  wolde  do,  &c.  and  bad  hym  fhewe  unto 
the  kynge  hys  matter  that  whan  the  jorney  was  don,  he  wolde  fyghte  quith 
him  on  liorsback,  or  on  fote,  at  plefur,  at  any  place  he  wolde  indifferently 
appoynt,  yf  the  kynge  hys  matter  wolde  gift*  him  leve,  &c. 

And  whan  the  warre  was  doon  and  ended  wi  the  Scottis,  and  the  north 
part  of  Englond  yn  good  refte  and  peace,  than  the  kynges  highnes  fent  for 
the  feid  erl  to  be  abowte  his  perfonne,  and  made  hym  trefourer  of  Englond, 
£nd  of  hys  pry  vy  counfayll. 

And 
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And  after  that  the  kynge  fent  him  into  Scotlond  as  chief  commyflyoner, 
Wyth  ladie  Margarett  hys  donghter,  to  be  married  to  the  forfeid  kynge  of 
Scottis,  whyche  kynge  att  the  tyme  of  the  feid  erls  being  ther,  entertayned 
hym  as  thankfully  and  favourably  as  coude  be  thought.  Notwythdanding 
anie  difpleafures  doon  to  hym  by  the  feid  erle  in  the  warres  before.  And 
alfo  the  feid  kynge  feid  then  unto  him,  that  he  loved  him  the  better  for  fuc;h 
fervice  as  he  had  doon  before  to  the  kynge  hys  father  kynge  of  Englond, 
though  the  hurt  was  doon  to  him  and  his  realm,  and  he  gave  to  hym  then  at 
hys  depertyng  great  gyfts.  And  at  the  coming  home  agayn  of  the  feid  erle 
for  the  trade  that  the  kynge  our  foverayn  lord  had  to  hym,  hys  grace  made 
him  one  of  his  executors.  And  after  the  dethe  of  kynge  Henry  Vll.  kynge 
Henry  VIII.  made  him  lykewyfe  of  his  prevy  counfayll,  and  fty  11  contenuyd 
treafurer  of  Englond,  and  made  hym  hy’gh  marfhalle  of  the  fame;  and  for 
the  fingular  trade  that  the  kynge  had  afwell  to  hys  truthe  as  to  hys  wyfdome 
and  attyvyte,  at  hys  going  into  Fraunce  wyth  hys  puidaunce,  havyng  wyth 
hys  hi  ghnes  the  mode  parte  of  hys  nobles  of  thys  relme,  lefte  the  feid  erl 
wyth  a  certayn  power  yn  the  northe  partes,  and  made  hym  lyvetenaunte 
generall  from  Trent  northward,  to  defend  the  realme  agaynde  the  kyng  of 
Scottis,  whom  hys  hyghnes  had  no  trade  unto  for  caufe  of  the  leegbetwixte 
Fraunce  and  them,  in  cafe  the  feid  kynge  wulde  invade  thys  hys  relme, 
whyche  he  dide  indeede,  contrarie  to  hys  othe  and  promife,  wyth  the  hoole 
power  of  the  realme  of  Scotlond,  whyche  when  the  feid  erl  herd  of,  he  made 
as  grete  hade  towards  him  as  he  coulde,  wyth  the  kynges  power  of  the  north 
partes,  .and  tokeTys  lodgyng  in  the  campe  cr  plain  callyd  Wollar-Haugh, 
in  the  countie  of  Northumberlond,  whych  was  in  the  fighteofthe  kynge  of 
Scottis,  and  of  all  his  armie,  then  lying  on  Floddon  Hill,  a  grounde  more 
like  a  campe  or  forteres,  than  any  meete  grounde  to  give  batayle  on,  con¬ 
trary  to  hys  promes  made  to  the  purfevaunte  at  armes,  before  fent  unto  hym 
from  the  feid  erle  wyth  meffage,  that  the  feid  erle  wyth  the  lord  Howard 
then  Admirell  of  Englond  hys  fon,  and  the  nobyll  men  of  the  north  partis, 
wyth  other  the  kyngis  fubjettis  of  the  fame  northe  partis,  was  come  thedir  to 
reprede  and  refide  hys  invafyons  of  his  foverayn  lordis  relme,  defiryng  the 
feid  kynge  of  Scottis  to  give  him  batayle,  whych  hys  meffage  the  fame  kyng 
of  Scottis  toke  very  thankfullie  and  joyfullie,  promifyng  hym  to  abide  ther 
on  the  fame  grounde  wher  he  than  was,  whyche  hys  promes  he  broke  as  is 
aforfeid,  and  toke  Floddon  Hills,  a  grounde  impregnabyl,  and  fhot  at  hym 
hys  grete  ordenaunce,  wher  as  he  lay  lyke  one  mynded  to  kepe  yt  lyke  a 
y  forteres, 
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forteres,  and  whan  the  feid  erle  dide  perceive  that  he  had  brokin  hys  pro- 
mis,  and  takyn  fo  flronge  a  grounde  as  Fioddon  Hills,  he  than  the  feid  erl 
removed  all  hys  batayle  into  a  plain  befidis  Barmer  Wood,  to  thentente  to 
get  betweene  him  and  hys  owne  relme  of  Scodond,  and  ther  lodged  but  one 
nyghte,  and  on  the  nexte  mornynge  toke  hys  paffage  over  the  water  of 

. at  Twyfulle  Forthe,  and  than  he  marched  the  feid  kynge  and 

liis  ofle  in  fuche  manner  as  he  gat  between  him  and  hys  owne  relme  of  Scot- 
lond,  by  force  whereof  the  feid  kynge  was  fain  to  leve  hys  campe,  and  to 
prepare  himfelf  to  batayle  wyth  the  feid  erle  on  a  hill  befides  Bramfton  in 
Northumbrelond  very  nere  unto  Sandyford,  wher  the  feid  erle  wyth  the 
good  affiftauns  of  the  nobyllmen,  and  the  power  of  the  feid  north  partys 
fought  wyth  the  feid  kynge  and  hem  vanquefhed,  and  flewe  in  playn  batayle 
dyre&ly  befor  hys  owne  flandard.  In  whyche  batayle  ware  flayne  on  the 
Scottifhe  parte  2  bvfhoppes,  11  erlys,  17  barons,  400  knights,  befydes 
other  gentilmen,  wyth  17000  in  nombre,  whych  ware  nombred  afwell  by 
Scottilhemen  as  by  them  that  did  bury  the  mode  parte  of  them  ;  and  of  truth 
dyvers  gentilmen  and  others  afwell  of  the  feid  erlys  fervaunts,  as  of  the  north 
partys,  and  of  Cheflir,  and  Lankas-fhire  ware  ther  flane,  for  hard  it  ys 
and  half  impoffible  in  fuche  a  confli&e  and  batayle  to  be  wanne  wythowte 
Ioffe  of  men  whofe  deth  may  be  joyed  among  ther  frends  to  dye  in  fo  hygh  a 
fervys  doon  to  ther  prynce. 

And  thys  nobyl  affe  was  doon  by  the  helpe  of  Almyghtie  God  to  the  hyghe 
honour  of  the  kynges  hyghnefs,  honour  and  prayfe  to  the  feid  erle  and  to 
all  other  nobylmen,  and  others  the  kynges  fubgettis  that  ware  ther  wyth 
hym  at  the  batayle  the  9th  day  of  September,  in  the  5th  yer  of  our  foverane 
lord  kynge  Henry  the  VIII. 

And  thys  doon,  the  feid  erle  went  to  Barwyke,  to  eflablyfhe  all  thynges 
welle  and  in  good  order,  and  fent  for  the  ded  body  of  the  kynge  of  Scottis  to 
Barwyke,  and  whan  the  ordynaunce  of  the  kynge  of  Scottis  was  broughte 
out  of  the  felde,  and  put  in  goode  fecurity,  and  all  other  thynges  in  gode 
order.  Than  the  feid  erle  toke  hys  jorney  toward  Yoike,  and  ther  abode 
durynge  the  kyngs  plefur,  and  caryd  wyth  hym  the  ded  body  of  the  forfeid 
kynge  of  Scottis,  and  ther  laye  unto  fuch  tyme  as  the  kynges  hyghnes  came 
from  beyond  the  fee,  after  hys  wynnynge  of 'Tyrwin  and  Torney,  and  than 
hys  hyghnes  fent  for  the  feid  erle  to  mete  him  at  Richmond,  and  fo  he  did, 
and  ther  delyvered  unto  hys  hyghnes  the  ded  body  of  the  kynge  of  Scottis, 
whyche  ded  body  was  dely  veryd  into  the  Charter  Hous  ther,  and  ther  to  abyde 
Anryng  the  kynges  plefur.  And  for  the  fervice  that  the  feid  erle  did,  he  was 
2  honorabyliy 
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honorabylly  reftoryd  unto  hys  right  name  of  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  alfo  had 
ge'ven  unto  hym  grete  poffeffions  by  the  kynges  hyghnes. 

And  whan  the  warre  betwixt  the  kynge  our  foverayn  lord  and  the  French 
kynge  was  ended,  than  the  leid  duke  was  fent  into  Fraunce  as  chief  commyf- 
fyoner  wyth  lady  Mary  the  kynges  fvfter,  to  be  marryd  unto  the  French 
kynge  Lewes.  And  after,  whan  the  kynge  and  the  queen  wer  both  out  of 
the  relme,  to  mete  wyth  the  French  kynge  Frauncys  at  Guynes,  and  the 
prynces  remaynyng  in  the  relme  beyng  a  chylde,  the  feid  duke  was  left  be- 
hinde  as  proteclcr  and  defender  to  mynyfter  juflyce,  and  to  fee  good  rule 
and  governaunce  in  the  relme,  in  the  abfence  of  the  kynges  highnes,  and  fo 
contenuyd  abowte  the  kynge,  and  of  hys  pryvy  counfall,  till  he  was  of  the 
age  of  eightie  yeers,  and  then  the  kynges  hyghnes  was  contente  that  the  feid 
duke  ihulde  go  home  unto  hys  owne  countrey  unto  the  caffcell  of  Framlyng- 
ham,  wher  he  contenuyd  and  kepte  an  honourabyl  hows  unto  the  hour  of 
hys  deth,  and  ther  he  dyed  lyke  a  good  chryffcqp  pry  nee  I  now  to  wytnes, 
whofe  fowle  Jefu  pardon. 

At  hys  depertyng  oute  of  Framlyngham  caftell  toward  hys  buryalle,  he 
cude  nat  be  alked  one  grote  for  hys  debte,  nor  for  reflitution  to  any  perfon, 
and  fo  was  had  to  this  prefent  abby  of  Thetford  wyth  moche  honour,  ac- 
companyd  wyth  many  grete  lordes  and  ncbylmen  of  both  fchires  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk. 

Levyng  then  living  thefe  his  children  herafter  namyd,  that  is  to  feie,  hys 
fon  and  heire  the  lord  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  lord  Edmund  Howard, 
the  lord  William  Howard,  and  the  lord  Thomas  Howard,-  wyth  Elizabeth 
wiffe  to  the  vifct.  Rocheford,  the  lady  Agnes  countes  of  Oxenford,  the  lady 
Catherine  efpoufed  to  the  heire  of  Sir  llice  Ap  Thomas  of  Wales,  the  lady 
Elizabeth  efpoufed  unto  the  vifct.  Fitz  Waters  fon  and  heire,  and  the  lady 
Dorothy,  then  being  not  married,  but  left  for  her  right  good  fubftaunce  to 
marry  her  with. 
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An  agreement  between  the  prior,  &c.  and  the  mailer  of  Benet  College  in 

Cambridge. 


^  H  I  S  indenture  made  the  xxvi  day  of  the  monyth  of  Novembr,  in  the 


xiijne  yere  of  the  reigneof  kyng  Henry e  the  viijtK  betwen  Willm,  prior 
of  the  prior)re  of  the  mounkys  of  the  cherch  of  our  ladie  Saynt  Marie  of 
Thetford,  in  the  countie  of  Norfolk,  and  the  covent  of  the  fame  place,  on 
the  con  partie,  and  Thomas  Wyndham,  knyght,  and  Petyr  Nobys,  clerke,. 
doctor  of  divinite,  maifter  of  the  college  of  Corpus  Xpi  and  our  ladie  Saynt 
Marie,  in  Cantebrygge,  comenlie  named  Benett  College,  on  the  other 
partie,  wittneffith,  that  for  the  benyvolence  and  charite  by  the  forenamed 
Thomas  Wyndeham  and  Peter  Nobys,  unto  the  forefaid  prior  and  covent 
to  fore  this  tyme  exhibited  and  done,  and  for  that  the  faid  Thomas  and  Petyr 
have  geven  and  paide  the  daye  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents  a  hundreth  and 
threttye  markys  vis.  viijd.  of  lawfull  money  of  Inglond,  in  redie  money,  to 
the  forefaid  prior  and  covent,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  forefaid  priorie. 
In  coniideracon  whereof  the  faid  prior  and  covent  do  geve  and  graunte  for 
them  and  there  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prefents,  to  the  faid  Petyr  Nobys  oon 
annuyte  or  annuall  rente  of  fyve  markys  by  the  yere,  of  laufull  money  of 
Englond,  for  terme  of  the  naturall  lyff  of  the  fame  Petyr,  to  the  oonly  ufe 
of  the  faid  Petyr  Nobys,  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  Petyr  or  his  affignees,  att  too 
termysin  the  yere,  by  evyn  portions,  that  is  to  fey,  att  the  fefleof  the  An- 
nunciacion  of  our  ladie  Saynt  Marye  next  folowyng  after  the  date  of  thefe 
prefentes,  xxxiijs.  iiijd.  and  att  the  fefte  of  Saynt  Mychaell  the  archangell  in 
the  monyth  of  Septembf  than  next  folowyng  other  xxxiijs.  iiijd.  and  fo 
forth,  yerelie  to  paye  the  faid  fyve  marks,  from  yere  to  yere,  att  the  faid 
feflys  of  the  Annunciacon  of  our  ladie  and  Saynt  Michaell  the  archangel!,  by 
eveyn  portions,  to  the  fayd  Petyr  Nobys  or  his  affignees,  during  the  naturall 
lyff  of  the  faid  Petyr.  And  if  it  happe  the  faid  annuyte  or  annuall  rente  of 
v  marks,  or  any  parte  or  pcell  thereof  to  be  behynde  and  unpaid  att  ony  of 
the  faid  ffeffys,  duryng  the  lyff  naturall  of  the  faid  Petyr,  that  than  the  faid 
prior  and  covent  covenaunte  and  graunte  by  thefe  prefentes  to  the  faid  Petyr 
Nobys,  that  it  dial  be  lawfull  to  the  faid  Petyr  and  his  affignees,  to  entre 
and  diftraynein  the  maners  of  Lynforth  and  Santon  of  the  faid  prior  and  co¬ 
vent,  in  the  fame  countie  of  Norfolk,  and  the  fame  diflreffe  fo  takyn  to  re- 
teyne  till  the  faid  Petyr,  of  the  faid  annuite  or  annuall  rente,  and  evy  parte 

therof. 
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Therof,  with  the  arreragys,  cofly 3,  expenfes,  and  damages,  for  and  of  the 
fame  be  fullie  fatisfied  and  paide.  And  alfo  the  faid  prior  and  covent  cove- 
nauce  and  graunte  for  them  and  there  fucceffors,  to  the  faid  Petyr  Nobys,  his 
executors  and  affignees,  that  the  fame  Petyr  Nobys,  his  affignees  and  execu¬ 
tors,  fhall  have  frelie,  without  farther  charge  or  expens,  a  covenyent  and 
honed  ftabill,  to  fetttwo  horfys  in  the  fame,  and  alfo  another  howfe  toleye 
in  his  haye  and  ftrawe  fufficient  for  the  faid  horfys  for  the  fedyng  of  them, 
by  the  hooll  yere,  within  the  faid  priorye,  for  the  terme  of  the  naturall 
lyffe  of  the  faid  Petyr,  and  thre  monethes  next  enfuyng  after  his  deth,  and 
that  no  other  man  ne  perfone  fhall  intromitte  lie  occupie  the  fame  ftabill  and 
howfes,  ne  eyther  of  them  to  have  the  exercife  and  ufe  therof,  but  oonlie 
the  faid  Petyr,  his  executorys  and  affignees,  for  terme  of  his  faid  lyff,  and 
the  faid  thre  monethes  next  after  his  deth.  And  alfo  the  prior  and  covent  c*o- 
venaunte  and  graunte  for  them  and  there  fucceffiors,  to  the  faid  Petyr,  his 
executors  and  affignees,  (hall  have  in  likewife,  without  farther  chargys  or 
expenlys,  an  honed  lofte  chambyr  for  his  bcdde  chambyr,  with  another 
lofte  chamber  callid  a  dodie  chamber,  in  oon  howfe  namyd  the  Sacrydyc, 
beinge  next  adjoynaunte  to  the  north  erode  ile  of  the  cherche  of  the  fame 
pryorie,  whereof  oon  of  the  fame  chambers  is  att  this  tyme  not  foleryd,  to 
have  and  to  holde  the  fame  bedde  chambyr,  with  the  other  chambyr  called  a 
dodie,  foly  and  all  hoolie  to  the  faid  Petyr,  for  the  terme  of  his  naturall  lyffe, 
and  after  his  deth,  the  executorys  and  adignes  of  the  faid  Petyr  to  have  the 
oonlie  ufe  of  the  fame  two  chambers  by  the  fpace  of  iij  monethys  than  next 
enfuyng,  and  that  no  other  man  ne  pfone  (hall  medill  in  the  fame  chambers 
ne  eyther  of  them,  during  the  lyffe  of  the  faid  Petyr,  but  oonlee  the  fame 
Petyr  and  his  affignes,  and  after  his  deth  his  executorys  and  adignes,  by  the 
fpace  of  the  faid  iij  monethes,  (hall  have  oonlie  the  ufe  of  the  faid  chambers. 
And  alfo  the  fame  Petyr  and  his  affignes  (hall  have  at  all  tymes  his  pleafure 
for  terme  of  his  lyff,  to  walke  in  the  gardeyn  of  the  faid  priorye,  beynge 
adjoynaunt  to  the  faid  chambers.  And  alfo  without  his  farthyr  chargys  (hall 
have  a  fufEcient  and  honed  route  within  the  faid  gardeyn,  forthehavyng  and 
■kepyng  fuche  fewell  and  woode  as  the  laid  Petyr  diall  happen  to  have  for 
his  yerelie  expens  in  the  faid  priorye,  for  terme  of  his  faid  iyff.  And  the  laid 
prior  and  covent  covenaunte  and  graunte  for  them  and  theire  fucceffours,  to 
the  faid  Petyr,  his  executors  and  affignes,  that  the  faid  prior  and  coven t, 
and  there  fucceffors,  fhall  att  there  proper  code  and  charge,  on  this  halff 
the  fede  of  Saynt  Petyr  called  Ad  vincula  next  enfuyng,  after  the  date  of 
thefe  prefents,  repare  and  bylde  wele  and  fubdanciallie  the  faid  chambers, 
mete  and  convenient  for  the  faid  Petyr,  to  ufe  and  occupye  the  fame.  And 
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alfo  (hall  in  like  wife  bilde  fuflicientlie,  and  honefldie  repare  and  amende  the 
laid  flabill,  and  alfo  the  forefaid  houfe  to  put  in  ftrawe  and  liaye,  before 
the  faid  fefte  of  Saynt  Petyr,  called  Ad  vincula,  now  next  enfuying,  all  which 
houfes  forefaid  fliall  be  made  by  the  faid  prior  and  covent,  or  there  fuccef- 
fors,  at  there  expenfys,  mete  and  convenient  for  the  faid  purpofes  and  in¬ 
tents,  before  the  day  above  namyd.  Alfo  the  faid  prior  and  covent,  and 
their  iucceffors,  fliall  convenientlie  fufleyne  and  repare,  by  all  the  terme  of 
the  naturall  lyff  of  the  faid  Petyr,  and  thre  monethes  next  enfuyng  after  his 
deth,  att  there  proper  cofte  and  charge,  the  faid  two  chambers  and  all 
other  the  forefaid  houfles  and  ftable,  and  every  of  them,  in  good  and  fub- 
flanciall  repacons  in  all  maner  of  thynggs  neceflarie  and  convenyent,  whan 
nede  fliall  reqyre.  And  that  the  faid  Petyr  Nobys,  and  his  afiignes,  fhall 
have  free  ingate  and  outgate  to  all  the  premilfes,  at  his  and  there  pleafure,  att 
all  tymes  refonable  duryng  his  faid  naturall  lylf.  And  his  executors  and 
aflignes  fliall  have  the  fame  libertees  thre  monethes  next  after  his  deth  into 
the  faid  chambers  and  other  howfes,  to  carie  and  remove  any  gooddys  and 
catalls  of  the  faid  Petyr,  att  tyme  of  his  deth,  or  of  ony  other  perfone  or 
perfonys  in  his  cuflodie,  without  impediment,  lett,  or  interruppeon  of  the 
faid  prior  and  covent,  or  ther  fucceffours,  or  ony  other  perfon  for  them. 
And  alfo  the  prior  and  covent  covenaunte  and  graunte  for  them  and  ther  fuc- 
ceffours,  to  kepe  yerelie  hereafter  for  evyr  in  the  faid  priorie  a  folempne 
dirige  with  note,  with  ix  leccons  on  Saynt  Martyns  evyn,  in  the  monyth  of 
Novembf,  or  as  fone  after  as  convenientlie  may  be,  and  a  maffe  of  requiem 
on  the  next  morowe  after  the  faid  dirige,  alfo  with  note,  for  the  foulys  of 
john  Wyndham,  knight,  Margaret  his  wiff,  Elianore  Wyndham,  Henri 
Wentworth,  knyght,  Anne  his  wiff,  Roger  Darfie,  efquyer,  John  Nobys 
fumtyms  of  Thompson,  in  the  faid  countie  of  Norfolk,  Rofe  his  wiff,  and 
of  the  forefaid  Thomas  Wyndham,  Elizabeth  his  wiff,  and  Petir  Nobys, 
after  there  departure  this  worlde,  there  benefafrors  foulys,  and  all  criften 
foulys,  and  the  faid  prior  and  covent,  and  there  fucceffours,  fliall  diftribute 
yerelie  for  ever  in  the  faid  priorie  att  the  fame  dirige,  to  the  prior  there  xijd. 
the  fupprior  there  xijd.  and  every  monke  vjd.  and  for  ryngyng  than  among 
the  fame  brothren  iiijd.  alfo  the  fame  prior  and  covent,  for  them  and  there 
fucceffours,  receyvyth  and  admitteth  for  ever,  all  thefe  perfones  and  foulys 
before  namyd,  to  the  fraternite  and  fuffragys  of  the  chapture  and  hooll  reli¬ 
gion,  to  be  parteners  of  all  prayers,  vigills,  meffys,  faftynggs,  allmefdedys, 
and  all  other  fuffragies  cf  there  faid  religion.  Alfo  the  faid  prior  and  covent 
covenaunte  and  graunte  for  them  and  there  fucceffours  for  evyr,  to  reherfe 
and  name  to  there  audience,  in  the  prayers  att  all  ther  fermons  to  be  prechvd 
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in  the  faid  priorie,  the  namys  of  the  forefaid  Thomas  Wyndham,  Elizabeth 
his  wyff,  Petyr  Nobys,  John  Nobys,  and  Rofe  his  wyff,  amongs  ther  other 
benefa&ors,  whykke  or  dede,  as  the  time  {hall  require,  of  ther  lyffes  or 
dethes,  or  ony  of  them.  Alfo  the  faid  Petyr  grauntyth  by  thefe  prefentes, 
that  if  the  forfaid  prior  and  covent,  and  ther  fucceiTors,  fulfill  and  kepe  on 
there  parte  all  and  fingler  covenauntes  aforefaid  in  thefe  indenturys  ex  prefled 
and  fpecified,  after  the  tenour  and  fourme  of  thefe  faid  indenturys,  than  a 
certeyn  obligation  of  one  a  hundreth  markys  of  ftarlyng  money  of  Ingland, 
bering  the  date  of  thefe  prefents,  wherein  the  faid  prior  and  covent,  and 
there  fucceflors,  llond  boundyn  to  the  faid  Petyr,  his  executors  and  afligns, 
lhal  be  of  no  ftrenght  ne  effe&e,  or  ellys  to  remayn  in  all  his  flrenght  and 
effe&e.  Inwittnefle  whereof  to  the  parte  of  thefe  indentures  remayneng  with 
the  faid  Petir  Nobys,  the  faid  prior  and  covent  hath  fette  there  corny n 
chapture  feale.  And  to  the  other  parte  of  thife  indentures  remayneng  with 
the  faid  prior  aud  covent,  the  faid  Petir  Nobys  hath  fett  his  feale.  Yeven  the. 
daye  and  yere  above  wretyn. 
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Grant  of  Thetford  Abbey  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  3 1  Henry  VIII. 

v  i '  •  i )  )  ■-  '  '  :  4  . 

E^LIZABETH’  Dei  gra  Anglie,  Francie,  &  Iiibnie  regina,  fidei  defen- 
j  for,  omnibus  ad  quos  pfentes  hec  pvenerint  faltm.  Infpeximus  ulterius 
irrotulament’  quarundam  patencium  dhi  H.  nup  regis  Anglie  odtavi  patris  nri 
pcharifiimi  geren’  dat’  apud  Weftm’  nono  die  Julij  aiio  reg’  fui  32^°  ad  hnic 
pdiie&o  &  fideli  fuo  Thome  due’  Norf’  fa£t’  et  in  rotulis  Cancellar’  ipfius 
nup  regis  irrotulat’  ac  int’  record’  didV  Cancellar’  hre  filiter  de  recordo  refiden’ 
et  exiften’  in  hmc  verba. 

Rex  omib’  ad  quos  &c.  faltm.  Sciatis  quod  nos  tam  <p  eo  quod  pdltus  con- 
fanguineus  hr  Thomas  dux  Norf’  p  quanda  indentur’  int’  nos  ex  una  pte  et  dem 
ducem  ex  alta  pte  confeft’  cujus  dat’  eft  primo  die  menus  Aprilis  ano  regni  nri 
vicefimo  primo,  barganazavit  et  vendidit  nob’  hered’  et  fuccefforib’  nris  mania 
de  Flardwicke,  Brimefnorton,  Wideforde,  Cogges,  et  firma  de  Cogges  Birdef- 
hurft,  ac  01a  mefuag’,  tras,  ten’,  pafeuas,  pafturas,  bofeos,  fubbofeos,  ac  omia  ac 
fingla  hereditament’  p  firma  et  emolumen’  dcis  maniis  de  Flardwyke,  Kencote, 
Brimefnorton,  Wideford,  Cogges,  firm’  de  Cogges  et  Birdefhurft,  feu  eor’  alti 
quocunq’modo  ptinen’  et  fpeclan’  ac  fp  mille  libris  leg’  monete  Anglie  ad  man* 
Thome  Pope  mil’  nup  thefaurar’  cur’  hre  augmentacou  revencon’  corone 
hre  ad  op’  hrum  (put  etiam  habem’  noticia  folnt’  quam  de  gra  nra  fpiali  ac  ex 
certa  feientia  et  mero  motu  nris  dedim’  et  conceffim’  ac  nobis  et  hered’  nris 
dam’  et  concedim’  pfato  duci  Norf’  feitu  nup  dom’  five  monafterii  monachor* 
be  Marie  de  Thetford  in  com’ nro  Norf’  nec  non  fitu  nup  priorat’  five  cells 
deWangford  in  com’ nro  Suf’  ac  omia  domos,  edificia,  terras  et  folu  infra 
feitu,  pcinctm  et  circuital  tarn  dee  nup  domus  five  monafterii  monachor’  be 
Marie  de  Thetford  qm  infra  pdem  lcitm  dci  nup  priorat*  five  celle  de  Wang- 
ford  ac  mania  de  Hallewike  in  Thetford,  Norwike,  Santon,  Linford,  Bodney, 
Watton  alias  dca  Munkewek  in  Watton,  Kilvefion,  Brettenham,  Afladton, 
Snarelhill,  Tottington,  et  Gatefihorp  in  dco  com’  nro  Norf’  ac  re&orias  eccliar’ 
pochial’  be  Marie  virginis  et  sci  Niclii  in  Thetford  nup  dee  domui  five 
monafterio  de  Thetford  appropriat’,  ac  re&orias  eccliar’  pochial’ de  Snarifhill, 
Watton,  Hocham,  Suited,  et  Afla&on  in  eod’  com’  Norf’  nup  dee  domui  five 
monafterio  deThetford appropriat’, una  cuomib’decimis,  oblacoib’,obventioib* 
fpficuis,  comoditatib’,  et  emolument’ quibcunq’  dcis  rcoriis  feu  eor’ alt’  qoi  mod’ 
ipeRan’fiveptin*,  ac  advocacoesdcar’  eccliar’ be  Marie  et  sciNicbi  de  Thetford, 
6  Snarifhill, 
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Snarifhill,Watton,Hocham,Sufted,Afla<fton,Framynghammagna,Porringland, 

in  dco  com’  Norf  *,  ac  advocacoes,  lioas  difpoficoes,  et  jura  pronat’ dear’  ecciiar* 
pochial’ de  Snarifhill,  Watton,Hocham,  Bulled,  etAfladlon,  in  dco  com’  Norf’, 
ac  mania dePvulhworth,  Sileham,  Corfham,  Yxford  alias  dcaYoxford,Glemham, 
Offeton,  et  Wellwicke,  in  dco  com’  Suf  ’  ac  reftorias  ecciiar’  pochial’  de  Horlham, 
Yxford  al’  dca  Yoxford,  Wangford,  Reydon,  Stowe,  Southwold  et  Offeton  in 
eod’  com’  Suff’  nup  domui  five  monaftio  de  Thetford  et  dco  nup  priorat’  five 
cellede  Wangford,  feu  eor’  alti  ap^piat’  unacuomnib’  decimis,  fris,  glebis, 
oblacoib’,  obvencoib’,  rpficuis,  comoditatib*  et  emolu mentis  quibcq  dcis 
redtoriis  de  Horfham,  Yxford  alias  dca  Yoxford,  Wangford,  Reyden,  Stowe, 
Southwold  et  Offeton,  feu  eor’  alti  quimod’ptinen’  five  fpectan’  ac  advocacoes 
ecciiar’  de  Horfham,.  Yxford  alias  dca  Yoxford,  Wangford,  Reyden,  Stowe, 
Southwold  et  Offeton  pdea,  ac  advocacoes  ecciiar’  de  Belinge,  Brefett,  in  eod’ 
com’  Suf’  nup  pdea  nup  domui  five  monaflerio  de  Thetford  et  dco  nup  priorat9' 
five  celle  de  Wangford  aut  eor’  alti  nup  ptinen’  five  fpeflan’  ac  advocacoes, 
libas  difpofieoes,  et  jura  pronat*  vicaria  ecciiar’ pochiaP Horfham,  Yxford 
alias  dca  Yoxford,  Wangford,  Reyden,  Stowe,  Southwold  et  Offeton  pdicla,  ac 
mania  de  Dullingham  in  com’  nro  Cantabrig’,  ac  ora  ilia  mania,  meffuag’,  ter’, 
tent’,  libat’,  faldag’,  in  Yxning  in  dco  com*  nro  Cantab*  et  libtates  faldagior’in 
Yxninge  in  dco  com’  nro  Cantabr*  et  rcoria  pochial’  de  Dullingham  pd’  nup 
dee  nup  domui  five  monafterio  de  Thetford,  et  nup  de  priorat’  five  celle  de 
Wangford,  aut  eor’  alti  nup  appropriat’,  una  cum  oib’  decimis,  fris,  glebis,  obla- 
eoib’,  obvencoib’,  qTicuis,  comoditatib*  et  emolumen’  quibfeunque  rcorie  de 
Dullingham  quovis  modo  fpe&an*  et  ptin*,  ac  advocacoem  dee  eccl'ie  de  Dul¬ 
lingham,  ac  advocacoem,  li'Bam  difpofieoem,  et  jus  pronat’  ecclie  vicarie  de 
Dullingham  pel  iff,  ac  unu  annual’  redd’  fex  librar’  tredece-  folidor’  et  quatuor 
denarior’  exeun’  de  mahio  de  Munkewile  in  eod’  com’  nro  Cantabr’  nup  dee 
domui  five  monafterio  de  Thetford  et  dco  nup  porat*  five  celle  de  Wan"- 
ford  aut’  eor’  alti  nup  ptinen’ five  fpeftan’,  reeoriam  ecclie  de  Ditton  in  dco' 
com’  nro  Cantabr’  dee  nup  domui  five  monafterio  de  Thetford  ae  pdeo  nup 
priorat’  five  celle  de  Wangford,  aut  eor’  alti  nup  appropriat’  una  cu  oiV 
decimis,  tris,  glebis,  oblacoib’,  obvencoib’, qpneuis,  comoditat’,et  emolumen’qui- 
bufq  dee  rcorie  de  Ditton  quibmod’  fpe&an’  five  ptin’,  et  advocacone  dee  ecclie 
de  Ditton,  ac  advocacoem,  libam  difpoficonem,  etjus  pronat’ vicarie  ecclie  de 
Ditton  pdea,  etmanium  nfm  de  Finchingfeld  incom’nroEffexdce  nup  domui  five- 
monaftio  de  Thetford  et  dco  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de  Wangford,  auc  cor9 
alti  nup  ptinen*  five  fpe£hn*,  ac  rcoria  ecclie  pochial’  de  alba  Noteley  in  dca 
com’  Effexdce  nup  domui  five  monafterio  deThetford,  et  dee  nup  priorat’  five 
eellede  Wangford,  aut  eor’  alti  nup  appropriat’,  una  cu  ornib’  decimis,  tris,., 

glebis* 
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glebis,  oblacoib’,  obvencob’,  ^pRcuis,  comoditatib’  etemolumen’quibufcunqdce 
rcorie  de  alba  Notely  prinen*  live  fpectan’,  ac  advocacoem  dee  ecclie  de  alba 
Notely,  ac  adVocacoem,  libam  difpoficbem,  et  jus  pronat’  vicarie  ecctie  de  albe 
Notelev  [idea,  ne'e  non  on  et  fingla  mania,  meffuag’,to:ag’,  tras,tort’,  ten’, prat’, 
pafeuas,  pa(tur\  parturacoes,  bofeos,  fubbofeos,  arbores,  jampna,  bruer’,  ma- 
rifeos,  lib  a’  faldag’,  rcioncs,  revcoes,  pirtarias,  redd’,  feod’  milit’  ac  advocacoes 
vicariar’  eccliar’  capellar’,  let’,  virt’  franc’  pleg’,  ac  oia  que  ad  vift’  franc’  pleg* 
ptinent’,  extraliur*,  bur’,  ward’, maritag’,  relev’,heriett’,  pific’,  vias,  femit’,fepes, 
aquas,  anuitat’  pencocs,  porcoes,  obvencoes,  oblacoes,  war’  redditTefervat’fup 
qiiibcq’  dimiffioib’  ac  ora  alia  jura,  titlos,  condicoes  et  hereditament’  quecuq* 
in  Thetford,  Santon,  Snari!hill,Ki]curton,Brettenham,Watton,  Tottington,  Al- 
laclon,  Sorted,  Moulton,  Waketon,Fornecet,Tacoluftone,Hempnalle,  Fretton, 
Tasburg,  Gaterthorpe,  Threkerton,  Ryfynge,  Elingham,  pva  Bakenflhorpe, 
Lecheam  alias  di£E  Lucham,  Afsheley,  Lenton,  Soham,  Shropham,  Sturrton, 
Colfton,  Garboldlham,  Radlifworth,  Southfeild,  Hales,  Welles,  Emneth,  Shel- 
fanger,  Winfarthin,  Waketon,Flordon,  Flamworth,  Befthorpe,  Fersfeild,  Nor¬ 
ton,  Harlrton,  etBangiim,  indco  com’  Norf’  feu  alibi  infra  dem  com’Norf’,et  in 
Wangford, Ptufhworth,  Silham, Denham,  Derham,  Blakefall,Mymiefuere,  Sib- 
ton,  Dunwich,  Yxford  alias  dca  Yoxford,  Glemham,  Orteton,  Barmondifton, 
Trorton,  Linmere,  Batnham,  Belinge,  Brefett  pva,  Melles,  Brome,  Thurton, 
Wertwicke,  Downham,  Southwold,  Reyden,  et  Stowe,  indco  com’  Suf’  et  alibi 
infra  dem  com’  Suf’,  ac  in  Dullingham,  Yxinge,  et  Ditton  pdam  dco  com’  Can- 
tabr’  ac  alibi  infra  dem  com’  Cantabr’, etinFinchinfeild  acin  alba  Noteleyin  dco 
com’  Elfex,  et  alibi  in  dco  com’  Eflex,  et  alibi  infra  regni  Anglie  que  dee 
nup  domui  five  monarterio  de  Thetford,  et  dco  nup  prioratui  five  celle  de 
Wangford  feu  eor’  alti  nup  ptinebant  feu  fpeclabant,  aut  que  aliquo  tempore 
fuerut  accept’,  capt’,  demiff’,  feu  reputat’  ptinere  feu  fpeflare  aut  fore  pars 
aut  pcell’  manerior’,  meffuag’,  trar’,  ten’,  hereditament’,  vel  poffeffionii  dee  nup 
dom’  five  monarterii  de  Thetford,  et  dee  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de  Wangford, 
feu  eor’  alti,  aut  que  aliquo  tempore  ptinebant  feu  fpeflabant  dee  nup  domui 
five  monarterio  de  Thetford  et  dco  nup  prioratui  five  celle  de  Wangford,  feu 
eor’  alti.  Et  ulteriusrp  confideracoib’pcTisvolum’  ac  p  pfentesfp  nob’,  hered’  et 
fucceff’  nris  pfat’  di&i  hered’  et  afiign’  fuis  inppm,  ide  dux,  hered’  et  afiign’  fui 
inppm,  anuat’  et  de  tempore  in  temp’  habbiir,  tenebunt,  gaudebunt,  ac  habere, 
tenere,  gaudere  valeant  et  pofiint  infra  omia  et  fingla  mania  pda  et  reta  pmiffor* 
vif’  franc’  acoia  que  ad  vif’  franc’  pleg’,  afiifamet  affaiam  panis,  et  vini  fervicia, 
bona  et  catalla,  waviat’,  extratur’,  nee  non  libas  warrenas,  vilanos  nativos,  ac  oia 
ft  omnimod’illa  tot,  tanta,  talia,  huj’mod’,  et  cofilia,  jura,  Cpficua,  emolumen’, 
2  et 
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et  comoditates  queciiq’  quot,  quanta,  qualia,  etque,  et  adeo  plene  et  integre  ac 
in  tam  amplis  et  confimilib’  modo  et  forma  qmt  ultim’  prior  dee  nup  doin’ 
five  monafterii  de  Thetford  aut  ultim’  prior  dee  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de 
Wangford,  aut  aliquis  pedeceftor’  eor’ alicujus  habuerunt,  tenuerunt,  vel 
gavifi  fuer’,  habuit,  tenuit,  vel  gavifus  fuit,  feu  habere,  tenere,  velgaudere 
debuunt  aut  debuit  quoius  habend’  tenend’  et  gaudend’  pda  ftrictius  mania, 
mefuagia,  ter’,  ten’,  rcorias,  advocacoes  ectiar’  et  vicariar’  feod’  milit’  ac  oi’a 
et  fingla  alia  premifla  cii  bib’  et  finglis  fuis  ptin’  comoditatib’  et  qftic’  pfat’ 
dux,  hered’  et  affign’  fuis  inppm  tenend’  de  nob’  heredib’  et  fucceflf’  firis  in 
capite  p  int’  uni’  feod’  militis,  ac  p  reddit*  quinquagint’  novem  librar’  quinq" 
folidor’  et  unius  denarii  ad  man’  thefaurar’  cur’  augmentat’  revencou  corone 
nre  fp  tempore  exiften’  ad  fm  ■  ci  Micliis  Arclii  anuat’  folvend’  fp  oib’  ferviciis, 
exacoi’b’  et  demand’  quibcunq’  et  ulterius  de  amplior’  gra  hra  voluim’  et 
au&oritate  hra  regia  qua  fungim’  cp  nobis,  hered’  et  fuccefi'*  hris  p  pfentes  et 
concedim’  pfat’  dux  Norff’  heredib’  et  afiignat*  fuis  quod  idem  dux  heredes 
et  afiig’  fui  de  rcto  inppm  habnt,  tenebut,  et  gaudebut,  ac  in  uf’  fuos  q3prios 
comitent,  ac  habere,  tenere,  gaudere,  et  in  uf’  fuos  fpprios  comitere  valeant  et 
pofiint  oiiies  et  omnimod’  dcas  rcorias  dee  nup  domui  five  monaffio  de  Thetford 
et  dco  nup  porat’  five  celle  de  Wangford,  aut  eor’  alti  ut  pfedl’  nup  appropriat’ 
ac  ohies  et  finglas  terras,  glebas,  decimas,  oblacoes,  obvencoes,  et  alia  pficua 
dcis  rcoriis  feu  eor’  alique  quovis  modo  fpeftant’  five  ptinen’  adeo  plene  et 
integre,  ac  in  tam  amplis  modo  et  forma  <put  ultim’  prior  dee  nup  doin’  five 
monafterii  de  Thetford  et  ultim’  prior  dee  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de  Wang¬ 
ford,  aut  aliquis  vel  aliqui  pdeceffor’  fuor’  feu  eor’  alti  in  jure  nup  dee  dom’ 
five  monaftii  de  Thetford  et  injure  dee  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de  Wangford 
feu  eor’  alti  aliquo  tempore  ante  diffolucoem  dee  nup  dom’  five  monafterii 
de  Thetford  et  dci  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de  Wangford  aut  eor’  alt’  antequam 
dca  nup  dom’  five  monafter’  de  Thetford  et  dcus  nup  priorat’  five  celle  de 
Wangfoid  ad  man’  nras  devenit  feu  deveunt,  dcas  rcorias,  decimas,  glebas,  et 
retfta  pmiftor’  eifd’  rcoriis  feu  eor’ alic’ptin’  vel  fpe&an’habuernt,  tenuerut,  gavifi 
fuernt,  et  in  uf’  fuos  q^prios  comifi  funt  feu  potuunt  aut  deburnt,  feu  habuit, 
tenuit,  gavif’  fuit,  et  in  uf’  fuos  fpprios  comitebit  feu  potuit  aut  debuit  come 
quacuq  aliqua  lege,  ftatuto,  aut  ordinacoe,  conftitucoe,  qjhibicoe,  reftriccoe 
govifioe  vel  confuetudine  incontrariu  inde  ante  hac  hie  fact’  edit*  ordinal* 
ufitat’  feu  proviF  aut  aliqua  re,  caufa,  vel  matia  quacunq’  in  aliquo  non  ob- 
ftante:  et  ptea  dam’  et  concedim’  pfato  duci  Norf’  omia  et  omiinod’  exit*  re- 
vencoes,  et  q^ficua  omiu  et  fingulor’  pmiftor’  a  fefto  sci  Michelis  Arclii 
ultimo  ptto  hucufq’  provenien’  five  crefcen’  habend’  eid’  duci  de  dono  nro 
fpiali  abfq’  compoto  feu  aliquo  alio  nobis  heredib’  hris  proinde  reddend’ 
'  >  H  h  h  folvend’ 
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{oWend*  vel  faciend’;  et  volum’  et  concedim’  pfato  duci  Norf*  quod  idem  dux 
heat  has  iras  firas  patentes  fub  magno  iigillo  Anglie  debito  modo  fa&as  et 
figillatas  abfq’  feod’  magno  vel  parvo  aut  aliquo  alio  nobis  in  hanaperio  nro 
aut  alibi  proinde  reddend*  aut  folvend*  ac  quod  pfentes  hec  noftre  patentes 
fintbone,  valide,  et  in  lege  eflicaces,  eo  quod  exprefTa  menco,  8cc.  In  cujus  res 
&c.  T.  R.  apud  Weftm’  nono  die  Juliip  ipm  regem,  &c. 
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N°  XI.  p.  159. 

From  a  furvey  of  the  eftate  of  the  molt  noble  prince  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk, 
hereditary  earl  marlhal  of  England,  earl  of  Arundel,  Surry,  Norfolk, 
and  Norwich,  baron  de  Mowbray,  Segrave,  Bruce  de  Gower,  Fitz  Alan, 
Warren,  Cion,  Ofwaldeftre,  Maltravers,  Grayflock,  Furnival,  Verdun, 
Lovetot,  Strange  de  Blackmere,  Howard  de  Caflle  Riling,  firll  duke, 
firll  earl,  firll  baron  of  England,  &c.  lying  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  anno  Chrilti  mdccxx.  By  John  Miller,  furveyor. 


THE  1 

Thetford  chanons  farm  - 

Thetford  abbey  farm  — 

Small  parcells  ditto 
Croxton  park  and  Norwick 
South  Lop  ham  Hall  farm  — 

North  Lopham  Lodge  farm 
Farsfield  Hall  farm  — 

Farsfield  Lodge  farm  — 

Keninghall  Place  farm  - — — • 

Boyland  Hall  and  White  Houfe 
Shelfanger  Hall  farm  — 

Erfham  Park  farm  - — • 

Bungey  lands,  8cc.  — 

The  fmall  parcells  - 

The  Abbey  Farm, 

Lodge  meadow  — 

Horfe  meadow 

Home  meadow  — ■ 

Old  walls  —  — 

The  cow  yards  — 

The  lleple  yard  — 

The  faffron  yard  — 

The  pond  yard  — - 

The  court  yard  — 

The  garden 

The  dove-houfe  meadow 
Frofls  meadow 
Caltle  meadow 

Heaths,  &c.  4 63  1  5 

Commons,  &c.  2  6  12 
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Thefe  go  with  the  canons  farm  at  Thetford. 


Horfe  meadow 
Lodge  meadow 
Stoneridge 
Reedfen  meadow 
Reedfen  meadow 
Bennet’s  garden 
Old  wall,  vulgo  the  cannons  clofe 
Kitchen  meadow 
Spring  yard 
InnermoR  yard 
Maflingham  meadow 
Lammas  meadow 
King’s  meadow 
Wick  yard 


Barnliam  crofs  common  ..  ..  -  78  .  3  o 

Ntins  bridge  common,  and  School  green  32  2  o 
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Infield  lands  *) 

Field  lands  / . W2  2  3° 


Rarnharn  Crofs  Shift,  Scatchford  Shift,  Long  Shift,  Windmill  Shift, 
Barn  Shift,  and  part  of  Red  Caflle  Shift,  are  all  and  every  of  them  common 
to  the  town  of  Thetford  when  having  no  corn  upon  them  ;  blit  if  fown,  then 
are  they  common  from  harvefl  to  the  next  feed  time.  The  faid  inhabitants 
have  a  right  to  take  hawm  or  Rubble  from  off  any  of  the  above-named  fhifts, 
but  are  to  carry  it  away  by  bundles  upon  their  backs,  and  not  otherwife. 
The  chanons  farm  at  any  time  may  fetch  haum  or  Rubble  from  the  abovefaid 
fhifts,  by  carts  or  otherwife. 

The  remaining  fhifts  are  all  of  them  feveral  to  the  chanons  farm  ;  by  the 
word  feveral  in  this  a,nd  the  following  cafes  is  meant  no  perfon  have  any 
right  of  feeding  or  commoning  that  land  which  is  faid  to  be  feveral. 

Upon  Barnham  Crofs  Common,  i.  e.  from  Barnham  Crofs  to  Nunns  Bridge, 
the  chanons  farm  have  a  right  to  feed  their  fheep  from  Chrifimas  day  to  the 
May  day  following.  The  channons  farm  have  alfo  a  right  at  all  times  to 
water  their  Cheep  at  the  river  lying  againR  the  faid  Barnham  Crofs  common. 

The 
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The  nuns  Bridge  Common,  as  alfo  the  School  Green,  are  common  at  all 
times  to  the  town  of  Thetford,  but  for  their  great  cattle  only.  The  chanons 
farm  have  right  to  feed  both  of  the  faid  commons  at  all  times  with  (beep  and 
great  cattle. 

The  chanons  farm  have  alfo  the  fame  right  of  feeding  thofe  commons  be¬ 
longing  to  the  town  of  Thetford,  as  have  the  abbey  farm. 

In  Merfeys  Ting,  arid  alfo  in  Weather  Heath,  is  a  furrow,  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  part  of  one  fide  of  Weatherfield,  as  alfo  part' of  Brand  old 
road,  are  the  limits  of  a  parcel  of  land  lately  bought  by  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  of  Mr.  Wright,  which  part  of  Merfeys  Ling,  purchafed 
by  his  grace  as  aforefaid,  runneth  from  Elden  Head  to  Longftrop  path,  and 
containeth  32  acres  :  and  from  Longhrop  path  to  Brand  old  road,  is  that 
part  of  the  Weatherheath  purchafed  by  his  grace  as  abovefaid,  and  contain- 
eth  132  acres  and  2  rods  ;  the  remaining  part  of  Merfeys  Ling  containing 
36  acres,  and  the  remaining  part  of  Weatherheath  containing  92  acres  and  2 
rods,  is  the  foil  of  Mr.  Wright,  yet  are  both  the  aforefaid  a  fheep  walk  ie- 
vcral  to  the  channons  farm  weather  flock. 

The  town  of  Downham  have  a  right  of  commoning  their  great  cattle  every 
,  Thurfday,  both  upon  Merfeys  Ling  and  upon  Weatherheath,  but  upon 
no  other  day  in  the  week. 

Weatherfield  is  a  (beeps  walk  feveral  to  the  chanons  farm  weather  flock, 
yet  the  owner  of  them  hath  a  right  of  plowing  and  fowing  the  faid  field  once 
in  four  years,  and  not  otherwife. 

By  indenture,  2  Jac.  I,  the  right  honourable  Thomas  earl  of  Suffolk,  lord 
chamberlain  of  the  king’s  majefty’s  houfe,  and  knight  of  the  mod  noble 
order  of  the  garter,  and  the  lady  Katherine,  countefle  of  Suffolk,  his  wife 
in  confideration  of  3500I.  did  grant,  bargain,  and  fell,  unto  Sir  Edward 
Carill,  of  Hartinge  in  Suflex,  knt.  John  Holland,  of  Keninghall  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  efq.  John  Cornwallis,  of  Soham  Com  ids  in  Suffolk,  efq.  and 
Robert  Cansfeild,  of  London, efq.  in  fee,  all  thofe  foldcourfes  of  Bottom 
flocks  and  Bowdefling,  with  their  rights  and  appurtenances  whatfoever,  lying 
and  being  in  Thetford,  in  the  faid  counties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  and  in 
either  of  them  (with  feveral  other  meffuages  and  tenements  in  the  panflies  of 
St.  John  in  Madder-market,  and  St.  Michael  in  Collany  in  Norwich)  with 
the  appurtenances,  &c.  a  general  warranty,  &c. 

From  a  draft  (imperfeff)  amongfl:  Mr.  Le  Neve’s  Norwich  papers. 
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The  order  for  repayer  of  the  bridges  called  the  Nones  Bridges  in  Thettforde. 
"'HIS  indenture  made  the  xxth  daye  of  September,  in  the  xxxth  yere  of 


A  the  reigne  of  kinge  Ilenrie  the  viijth  betwene  William,  prior  of  the  mo- 
.  nafferye  of  our  ladye  of  Thetford,  and  the  couente  of  the  fame  place  oon 
thon  partye,  and  llichard  Cockerell,  nowe  major  of  the  faid  towne  of  Thet- 
fordj  and  the  burgeffes  and  comynaltyc  of  the  fame  towne  oon  thother  partye, 
witneffeth,  that  where  varyaunce  and  dyfeorde  of  late  tyrne  hath  been  hade, 
moved,  and  Rerid  betwene  the  faide  parties,  of,  for,  and  concernynge  the 
makynge,  kepynge,  and  reparynge  of  ij  breges  in  the  faide  towne  of  Thet¬ 
ford,  called  the  Nones  briges  in  Thetforde  aforefaide,  upon  which  varyaunce 
the  laid  partyes  by  the  meanes  and  medyacyon  of  theire  counfell  learnid  for 
a  fy nail  peace  to  be  hade  betweene  them  concernyng  the  fame  premifes,  ben 
f Lillie  concluded,  determined,  and  agreed,  for  the  making,  reparinge,  and 
amendinge  of  the  faide  ij  breges  from  henfeforthe  for  euermore,  in  lliche- 
wife  as  hereafter  enfewith,  that  is  to  faye,  that  the  faide  Richard  Cockerell 
now  majer  of  the  faide  towne,  and  the  burgeffes  of  the  fame  towne,  with  an 
hoole  affente  and  confente  of  all  the  commons  of  the  fame  towne,  fullie 
graunte  th  and  agre  by  theis  prefents,  for  them  and  theire  fucceffors,  that 
the  fame  major,  burgeffes,  and  comynaltie  of  the  faide  towne,  and  theire 
fucceffors,  from  henceforthe  for  euermore,  at  theire  owne  proper  coRs, 
charges,  and  expenfes,  fhall  make,  kepe,  and  repare  oon  of  the  faide 
breges  lyeing  on  the  kinges  water  and  ryver  runinge  from  the  Caftell  Mille 
toward  the  Pytmell  in  the  faide  towne  annext  the  markett,  and  over 
that,  fhall  difeharge  the  faide  prior  and  couente,  and  theire  fucceffors,  of 
and  for  the  makynge,  kepynge,  and  reparinge  the  faid  brege  for  evermore 
ageynff  all  perfons ;  and  the  faide  prior  and  couente  in  likewyfe  for  theire 
parte  don  fullie  graunte  and  agre  for  them  and  theire  fucceffors,  that  the 
fame  prior  and  couente,  and  their  fucceffors,  from  henceforth  (hall  make 
and  repare  the  other  bredge  whiche  is  annext  to  the  Nunes  in  the  faide  towne, 
and  alfo  fhall  dyfeharge  the  faide  major,  burgeffes,  and  comynaltie,  and 
theire  fucceffors  from  henfeforthe  of  and  for  the  makynge,  kepynge,  and 
reparage  of  the  fame  brege  called  the  Nunes  brege  for  euermore  ageynff  all 
perfons ;  and  in  coniideracyon  of  the  premyffes,  the  faide  Richard  Cockerell 
Mowe  major,  and  the  burgeffes  and  comonaltie  of  the  faide  towne,  for  them 
iid  theire  fucceffors,  don  fullie  graunte  and  agre,  that  they  and  their  fuc- 
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ceffors  to  content  and  paye  yerelye  unto  the  faide  prior  and  couente,  and  to 
theire  fucceffors,  from  henfeforthe  for  euermore,  oon  anuall  rente  of  vd 
fterling  to  be  paide  to  the  faide  prior  and  couente  and  to  their  fucceffors,  in 
the  feaft  of  Seynte  Michell  the  archangell,  toward  their  charge,  for  the 
makynge,  kepynge,  and  reparage  of  the  feide  bredge  called  the  Nunes- 
bredge,  yerely  to  be  taken,  levyed,  and  hade  of  the  iffue,  revenues,  and 
profyts  of  viij  acres  of  lond  lyinge  in  a  field  in  Thetford  aforefeide,  called 
St.  Margetts  field  otherwife  called  Southefield,  as  more  pleynlye  dothe  ap- 
pere  in  a  fchedule  indented  hereunto  annexid,  which  feid  viij  acres 
of  lond  was  latelye  heretofore  purchafed  by  one  Robert  Love,  late  of 
Thetford  aforefaide  deceafed,  and  yeven  by  the  faid  Robert  unto  the  ufe 
of  the  makynge  and  reparage  of  the  faide  ij  bredges,-  as  more  pleynlye 
amongft  other  thyngs  it  doth  appere  in  the  laft  Wylie  of  the  faid  Robert 
Love.  And  furthermore,  yt  ys  grauntid  and  agreed  betwene  the  faide 
parties,  and  alfo  grauntid  by  John  Kent,  William  Wyte,  John  Alyn, , 
Richard  Tolton,  John  Vale,  John  Jude,  burgeffes,  and  Thomas  Deye,  now 
being  pofTeffed  of  the  faide  viij  acres  of  lond  with  the  appurtenance,  that  if 
the  faide  anuall  rente  or:annuite  of  vd  be  yere  fhall  happen  at  the  feafte 
of  Seinte  Michell  tharchangell  hereafter  to  be  behinde  and  not  paide,  in 
parte  or  in  the  hool,  be  the  fpace  of  v  daies,  that  then  it  fhall  be  lawfull 
unto  the  faide  prior  and  couente,  and  to  their  fucceffors,  to  enter  into  the 
faide  viij  acres  of  lond,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  then  and  there  to  diflreyne 
and  diftreffe  there  fo  taken  to  lede,  dryve,  and  carry  awaye,  and  the  fame 
to  withold  unto  fuche  tyme  as  the  faide  annuall  rente  or  annuite  of  vd  and 
eny  parcell  thereof,  and  the  arrerage  thereof  fhall  be  fullye  contentid,  paid, 
and  fatisfyed,  unto  the  faide  prior  and  couente,  and  to  theire  fucceffors, 
with  all  fuch  cofts  and  expences  as  they  fhall  fiffleyne  abowte  the  fame  be¬ 
fore  that  time.  In  wytneffe  whereof  unto  all  and  fmgler  covenants, 
agreements,  and  graunts  above  wrytten,  either  partyes  to  other  interchange- 
ablye  to  theis  indentures  have  feite  their  feales,  whereof  oon  of  theis  inden¬ 
tures  remaineth  with  the  chapel  feale  of  the  faide  prior  and  couent,  withr* 
the  faide  major,  burgeffes,  and  commonaltye,  and  the  other  very  parte  of 
theis  indentures  is  remainynge  with  the  common  feale  of  the  aforefaide 
maier,  burgeffes,  and  comynaltye,  with  the  faide  prior  and, couente.  Yeven 
the  daye  and  yere  above  wrytten. 

This  cedule  to  this  prefent  indenture  annexed  certyfyeth  the  abuttells 
of  viij  acres  of  land  named  in  the  lorefaid  indenture,  as  hereafter  followeth, 

viz. 
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In  quinquc  pccijs  terre  divifim  jacen’  in  campode  Thetford  [id’  undeprima 
pcc’  ter’  pet  cotinet  ires  acras  ter’  et  jacet  in  campo  auftrali  de  Thetford 
prope  le  Eryars  Calkepict,  inter  ter’  prioris  ct  conventus  monachor’  dc  Thet¬ 
ford  pi’  dudti  Thome  Riddkfworlh  ex  parte  auftrali,  quandam  divifionera 
vocat1  lc  procefiion  meare  intercurrentem  ct  quandam  coi  femita  ducente  de 
via  capcllc  landc  Margarette  verfus  dittam  divilioncm  in  parte,  et  ter’  mip 
Domus  Dei,  mode  prioris  ct  conventus  canonicor’  de  eadem  in  parte,  ex  parte 
borcali  cujus  caput  occklen’  abuttal  fup  Salterfwaye  alias  di£t’  Lackefordewaye. 
Et  fecunda  ac  tertia  pecie  ter’  pd*  continent  duas  acras  ter*  ct  infimul  jacent 
in  [id ifto  campo  una  divifione  interveniente  dee  pec*  ter*  et  jac’  int*  terrain  di«fti 
prioris  ct  conventus  cation  icorum  ex  parte  boriali,  ct  ter’  di£li  prioris  et  con- 
ventus  monachor’  ct  ter’  prioratus  monialiti  ex  parte  auitral’.  Cujus  quidem 
unius  acra  ter’  [id’  caput  occid’  parte  abuttat  fup  di<ftam  viam  ducen’  de  ecclefia 
see  Marie  verfus  cn  pci  lam  see  Margarete,  et  caput  occidentale  elide  alic  pecie 
ter’  abuttat  fup  ter’  dcor*  prioris  &  conventus  monachor’  canonicor’.  Et  caput 
oriens  abuttat  fuper  ter’  didc  priori fle  in  parte,  et  fuper  Lackfordwaye  in 
parte.  Et  quarta  pecia  terre  pdicftc  continet duas  acras  terre,  et  jacet  in  eod’ 
campo  apud  lc  Calkpitt  l’ratruin  Auguftin’  inter  ter’  quondam  With  Copinger 
ex  parte  borcali  ct  ter*  capcllc  sci  Joliis  Baptifle  cx  parte  Auftrali,  cujus  caput 
occidentale  abuttat  fuper  Lackfordwaye,  ct  caput  orientale  abuttat  liiper  ter* 
dide  prioriffe.  Quinta  pecia  terre  [ididc  continet  unam  acram  terre,  et  jacet 
in  codem  campo  inter  terras  Reginaldi  Parys  cx  parte  una,  et  Lackfordwaye 
ex  parte  altera,  cujus  unum  caput  abuttat  fuper  Salterfwaye,  et  caput  aliud 
abuttat  fup  Lackfordwaye  ct  ter’  nuper  Bartholini  Froft,  prout  patet  inquadam 
charta  cujus  dat’  elt  apud  Thetford  pd’  odavo  die  menfis  Julij  anno  regni 
J  Ienrici  odavi  quinto,  &c. 

N.  B.  Thcfe  eight  acres  were  leafed  to  one  Stevenfon,  in  the  30th  year  ot 
queen  Elizabeth.  Sec  the  mayor’s  lcafcs,  Drawer  15. 
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N°  XIII.  p.  146. 

THIS  indenture  made  the  fyxt  day  of  the  moneth  of  Marche,  in  the 
xxvj  yere  of  the  reign  of  our  fov’aign  lorde  kyng  Henry  the  eight,  be- 
twene  William  priour  of  the  monafterie  of  our  blefled  ladie  of  Thetford,  and 
the  covent  of  the  fame  place  on  th’one  part,  and  William  Toppyng,  of 
Kennynghale,  in  the  countie  of  Norfolk,  yoman,  on  th’other  part,  vvit- 
neflith,  that  the  faid  priour  and  covent,  by  ther  hole  alien t  and  agrement, 
have  demyfid,  grauntid,  and  to  ferine  laten,  and  by  thefe  prefents  fullie 
demyfen,  graunten,  and  to  ferine  laten  unto  the  faid  William  Toppyng,  his 
executors  and  aflignes,  the  hole  fite  of  the  maner  of  Santon,  in  the  countie 
of  Norfolk,  that  is  to  fay  the  place  there,  with  all  the  clofes  and  medowes 
to  the  fame  belonging,  together  with  the  waren  there,  and  the  profits  of  the 
conyes  of  the  fame  waren,  and  the  fhepes  pafture  belongyng  to  the  fame 
maner  of  Santon,  with  the  fyfhyng  of  all  the  ryver  and  ftreme  unto  the  fame 
maner  in  any  wife  belongyng  or  apperteynyng,  with  ther  appurtenances, 
in  as  ample  and  large  maner  as  one  John  Mannyng  latelie  had  and  held,  and 
non  other  wife,  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  faid  William  Toppyng  {hall  not  by 
vertue  of  this  leas,  clayme,  nor  occupie  any  other  londs  or  medowes  per- 
teynyng  to  the  faid  maner,  but  onlie  as  the  faid  John  had  and  occupied  the 
premylfes,  with  the  appurtenances  of  the  graunt,  demife,  and  leas  of  the 
faid  priour  and  covent,  to  have  and  to  holde  the  faid  waren,  with  the  profits 
of  the  conyes  of  the  fame  waren,  to  the  faid  William  Toppyng,  his  execu- 
tours  and  affignes,  from  the  fed  of  the  purificacion  of  our  blefiid  ladie, 
whiche  {hall  be  in  the  yere  of  our  Lord  God  a  thowfand  fyue  hnndreth  ther- 
tie  and  fyue,  unto  thende  and  terme  of  twentie  yeres  then  next  folowyng, 
fullie  to  be  completed  and  endid,  and  to  have  and  to  holde  the  faid  maner, 
cloofes,  medowes,  fhepes  pafture,  and  fifshyng,  with  all  and  fynguler  ther 
appurtenances,  as  they  be  above  remembred,  unto  the  faid  William,  his 
executours,  and  aflignes,  from  the  fell  of  the  natyuytie  of  faynt  John  Bap- 
tift,  whiche  fhal  be  in  the  yere  of  our  Lorde  God  a  thowfand  fiue  hundreth 
thertie  and  fex,  unto  th’end  and  terme  of  twentie  yeres  then  next  folowyng, 
and  fullie  to  be  complete,  ended,  and  determyned,  yeldyng  and  payng 
yerelie  unto  the  faid  priour  and  covent,  and  to  ther  fuccelfours,  with  th’ap- 
purtenances,  at  the  fefts  of  faynt  Peter,  called  lammas,  and  the  purificacion 
of  our  blelfed  ladye,  twentie  and  one  pounds,  thertene  fhillyngs,  and  foure 
pens  of  good  curraunt  monye  of  Englond,  by  even  porcions,  duryng  all  the 
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laid  tcrme.  And  the  laid  William  couenantith  for  hym,  his  heires,  and  execu- 
tors,  to  and  with  the  faid  priour  and  couent,  and' t her  fucceffours,  by  thefe 
prefents,  that  he  the  fame  Wilfiam  Toppyng,  his  heires,  executours,  and 
affignes,  at  his  cods  and  chargs  duryng  the  faid  terme,  {hall  fuffeyne,  bere, 
and  kepe  all  the  reparations  of  the  were  perteynyng  to  the  faid  water  or 
*  fifhyng,  and  the  fame  were  to  leue  in  th’ende  of  the  faid  terme.,  in  fuche 
like  reparacion,  abate,  and  condition  as  it  flial  be  at  the  begynnyng  or 
comencement  of  this  prefent  leas.  And  over  that,  the  faid  William  coue- 
nauntith  and  grauntith,  for  hym,  his  heires,  and  executors,  to  and  with  the 
faid  priour  and  couent,  and  ther  fucceffours,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  he  the 
fame  William,  at  his  own  proper  cobs  and  chargs,  duryng  all  the  faid  terme*. 
(hall  fuhicientlie  cutte,  fkore,  and  make  clene  all  the  revers  and  watercourfes, 
beyng  eny  parcell  of  the  premyfles  by  thefe  prefents  to  hym  before  demyfid 
and  grauntid.  And  if  it  fliall  fo  fortune  that  the  faid  William  Toppyng,  or 
his  ahignes,  {hall  fuffer  the  conyes  of  the  faid  waren  to  bilde  ony  yerthes 
beyonde  the  hey  wey,  whiche  wey  lieth  northwards  from  Weftofts  towards 
Webyng,  by  mean  wherof  the  fame  conyes  fliall  have  an  occafion  to  tarie, 
increfe,  or  muhiplie  withyn  Lynford  grounde  or  waren,  then  willith  and 
couenauntith  the  faid  William  for  hym  and  his  affignes,  to  and  with  the  faid 
priour  and  couent  and  ther  fucceflburs,  that  it  flial  be  Iawfull  to  the  faid 
priour  and  couente,  and  ther  fucceflburs  and  affignes,  to  take  at  all  tymes,. 
beyonde  the  faid  weye,  as  many  conyes  as  they  will,  and  to  ufe  them  as 
ther  oun,  ony  thyng  conteyned  in  this  prefent  leas  to  the  contrarie  notwith- 
bondyng.  And  alfo  the  faid  William  and  his  affignes,  at  th’ende  of  the 
faid  terme,  fliall  leue  the  forefaid  waren  florid  and  replenyflied  with  fuche 
like  nombre  of  conyes  as  it  may  be  eftemed  and  vewid  by  indifferent  perfons, 
that  he  fliall  receyue  and  haue  within  the  fame  waren  at  the  comenfement  of 
this  prefent  leas.  And  over  that,  the  faid  WTilliam,  for  hym,  his  heires, 
and  executours,  couenauntith  and  grauntith  by  thefe  prefents,  to  and  with 
the  faid  priour  and  couente  and  ther  fuccelfoiirs,  that  he  the  fame  priour 
and  his  fucceffours  fliall  have  free  1  ibertie  in  the  faid  waren  and  water,  to 
hunt  and  fifhe  for  his  plefure  when  it  fliall  plefe  the  faid  priour  to  have  his 
fporte  and  game  there,  without  any  diflurbance  or  interupcion  of  the  faid 
William  and  his  affignes  duryng  the  fame  terme.  And  alfo  forprifid  and.  re- 
ferued  unto  the  fame  priour  and  couent  and  ther  fucceffours,  ther  refonable 
difports  and  libertie,  with  ther  bowes  and  with  forrett  in  the  faid  waren,  fo 
that  they  and  eny  of  them,  at  eny  fuche  tyme  of  ther  beyng  ther,  fliall  not 
take  or  kill,  nor  caufe  to  be  taken  or  killed  in  the  faid  waren,  aboue  the 
nombre  of  three  copill  conyes,  without  the  affent  or  licence  of  the  faid  Wil¬ 
liam 
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Ham  Toppyng  or  liis  affignes,  duryng  the  terme  aforfaid.  And  if  it  happen* 
the  faid  annuall  rent  or  ferme  of  tw’enrie  and  one  pounds,  thertene  fkillyngs, 
and  foure  pens,  or  any  parcel!  therof,  ateny  of  the  faid  fefts,  to  be  behynde 
unpaid  by  the  fpace  of  fiftene  days  next  after  eny  of  the  faid  fefts  at  which  it 
ought  to  be  paid,  that  then  it  fhal  be  lawfull  to  the  faid  priour  and  couent 
and  ther  fucceffours,  into  the  premyffies  to  entre  and  diftreyn,  and  the  dif- 
treffes  there  fo  taken,  to  lede,  dryve,  carie,  and  bere  awey,  and  that  to 
haue  and  reteyne  to  fuche  tyme  as  the  faid  priour  and  his  fucceffours  be  fullie 
fatisfied,  contentid,  and  paid  of  the  faid  rent,  with  tharrerags,  if  eny  there 
be.  And  alfo  the  faid  priour  and  couent,  for  them  and  ther  fucceflours, 
couenanten  to  and  with  the  faid  William,  his  executours  and  affignes,  by  thefe 
prefents,  that  he  the  fame  William,  his  executours  and  affignes,  duryng  all 
the  faid  terme,  lhall  have  and  enyoye  to  his  aun  ufe,  and  behoue  all  the 
toppyngs  and  loppvngs  of  all  fuche  treis  and  -woode  as  bene  ftondyng  and 
growyng  upon  the  premyffies  or  eny  parcell  therof.  And  alfo  that  he  the 
fame  William  Toppyng,  his  heires,  executours,  or  affignes,  at  his  or  ther 
oun  proper  cofts  and  chargs  duryng'  all  the  faid  terme,  fhall  kepe,  fufleyne, 
maynteyn,  and  bere  all  manner  raparacons  of  the  fences,  hedgs,  and  diches 
belongyng  or  in  ony  wife  apperteynyng  to  the  premyffies  or  ony  parcell  therof, 
fo  that  the  fame  fences,  hedgs,  and  diches  in  thende  of  the  faid  terme  fhal 
be  left  in  as  good  and  fufficient  reparacion  and  condicion  as  they  and  eny  of 
them  were  at  the  day  of  thentrie  of  the  faid  William  Toppyng  into  the  pre¬ 
myffies.  And  moreouer  that  he  the  fame  William,  his  heires,  executours, 
or  affignes,  at  his  or  ther  oun  proper  cofts  and  chargs,  duryng  all  the  terme 
aforefaid,  fhall  fufficientlie  kepe,  fufleyne,  and  maynteyn  all  the  houfes  and 
edificies  now  beyng  bildid  upon  the  premyffies,  and  eny  cf  them,  in  as  good 
a  ftate,  plite,  and  condicion,  as  the  fame  howfes  and  edifices,  and  eny  of 
them,  lhall  be  at  the  begynnyng  of  this  prefent  leas,  fo  that  the  faid  priour 
and  couent  and  ther  fucceffours,  for  the  tyme  beyng,  do  at  ther  cofts  and 
chargs  fynde  tymber  and  all  other  ftuffe  neceffarie  to  be  hadde  for  the  mayn- 
tenaunce  and  bildyng  of  the  fame  houfe  or  houfes  fo  decaid,  at  all  tymes  when 
the  faid  houfes  or  edifices  fhall  haue  nede  of  eny  reparacon  duryng  the  terme 
aforefaid.  To  all  and  fingler  couenaunts,  agrements,  and  graunts,  above 
comprifid  on  the  behalue  of  the  fame  William  Toppyng,  the  faid  William 
Toppyng  grauntitn  to  ftonde  bounde  with  other  unto  the  fame  priour  and 
his  fucceffours,  by  his  dede  obligatorie  in  the  fom  of  fourtie  pounds  of  law- 
full  mony  of  Englond,  beryng  date  of  thefe  prefents.  In  witnes  whereof  to 
thone  parte  of  thefe  prefent  indentures  remaynyng  with  the  faid  priour  and 
couent,  the  faid  William  Toppyng  haue  fette  his  fealle ;  and  to  thother 

I  i  i  2  part 
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part  of  the  fame  Indentures  remaynyng  with  the  faid  William,  the  faid  priour 
and  couent  have  fette  the  comon  or  conuentuall  fealle.  Geuen  in  the  chapter 
hous  of  the  faid  priour  and  couent  atThetforfaidb,  the  day  and  yere  aboue- 
wreten.  Ex  Autog.  penes  T.  M- 

Sigillo  carente. 

The  manor  of  Santon  belonged  at  the  making  of  Domefday  to  William 
earl  Warren,  of  whom  Peter  de  Barewheld  it  temp.  H.  III.  E.  I.  9  E.  II.  Ni¬ 
cholas  de  Stanton  was  lord  of  it,  but  the  toll  of  the  ferry  belonged  to  the 
lord  of  Thetford.  15  E.  III.  it  was  in  Roger  de  Bodney.  8  R.  II.  Johnde 
Bodney  gave  it  in  truft  for  the  prior  and  convent  of  Thetford,  to  whom  it 
was  conveyed  7  H.  VII.  and  at  the  diffolution  granted  to  the  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk.  It  was  foon  alienated  by  that  family,  and  was  lately  in  the  poffeffioa, 
of  the  Petiwards,  and  the  redory  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation  of  Thetford#. 
Blomef.  1. 474. 

£  Sicorig. 
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IN  Dei  nomine,  Amen.  Cum  nuper  caufa  8c  caufce  fubtrafticnis  decimas 
filv£0  8c  {live  cedue  ac  arbor’  &  fubofci  infra  fines  Sc  limites  feu  loca  deci- 
mabilia  ecclefie  parochialis  de  Fynchyngfeid,  London  dioc’,  religiofis  viris 
priori  Sc  conventui  monafterij  monachor’  de  Thetford  ordinis  Ciuniacen’  Nor- 
wicen’dioc’  Sc  eor’  monafleriio  predco  unite,  annexe,  8c  appropriate,  acin  eor* 
ufus  proprios  perpetuo  poffidende  canonice  conceffe  cum  fuis  juribus  8c  per- 
tinencijs  univerfis,  falva  porcione  vicarij  in  eadem,  que  in  decimis  infrafcriptis 
ut  dicitur  minime  confiftit,  inter  dittos  religiofos  viros  priorem  8c  conventual 
pfatam  ecclefiam  de  Fynchyngfeid  fic  ut  premittitur  eis  appropriatam  obti- 
nentes  partem  attricem,  ex  parte  una,  et  Radulphu  Shyrwode  de  Helyonef- 
bunftede  Sc  Joftnem  Stobyn  alias  Brydbrok  de  eadem  ditte  London  dioc’  fuerit 
&  fit,  ac  fuerint  &  fint  ad  curiam  Cantuarien’  cum  fuis  incidentibus  emergenti- 
bus,  dependentibus  8c  connexis  quiblifcunq*  eoquod  difcretus  vir  magifter  David 
Price  officialis  London’  per  partem  dittor’  religiofor’  viror’  in  ea  parte  aditus 
ac  auttoritate  curie  Cantuar’  anteditte  per  viam  querele  legitime  requifitus 
ad  facien’  eifdem  priori  et  conventui  jufticie  complementum  aliunde  ut  afferint 
occupatus  fe  excufavit,  et  jurifdittionem  fuam  in  hac  parte  a  fe  abdicavit  legi¬ 
time  devoluta  et  devolute,  et  pro  jurifdittione  ipfius  curie  per  nos  Willrn 
Lyndewode  utriufq’  juris  dottorem  curie  Cantuarien’  antefate  officialemrite  8s 
legitime  fuerit  pronunciatum.  Subfequenterq’  magifler  Jacobus  Cole  dittor’ 
religiofor’  viror’  prioris  &  conventus  procurator  et  procuratorio  nomine  eor-- 
dem  in  prefencia  magiftri  Ricardi  Hygdon  procurator^  &  procuratorio  no¬ 
mine  dittor’ Radulphi  Shyrwode  &  Johnis  Stobyn  alias  Brydbrok  proteftando* 
8c  proteftatus  fuit  publice  de  agendo  et  procedendo  duntaxat  contra  dittos 
Radulphum  et  Johnem  quendam  libellum  articulatum  coram  nobis  injudicio 
pofuerit  cuj us  tenor  tabs  eft.  In  Dei  nomine.  Amen.  Coram  vobis  domino 
officiali  curie  Cantuar’  aut  alio  ditte  curie  prefidente  quocunq’  ad  quam 
quidem  curiam  caufa  infrafcripta  fuit  et  eft  legitime  devoluta  pars  religiofor’ 
viror’  prioris  8c  conventus  prioratus  five  monafterij  monachor’  de  Thetford 
ordinis  Ciuniacen’  Norwiccn’  dioc’  ecclefiam  parochialem  de  Fynchyngfeid 
London  dioc’  monafterio  preditto  unitam,  annexam  et  appropriatam  ac  in  eor’ 
proprios  ufus  perpetuo  poffidendam  canonice  conceffam  obtinencium  contra 
Radulphum  Shyrwode  de  Helyones  bunftede  8c  JoLem  Stobyn  alias  Brydbrok 
de  eadem  ditte  London  dioc’  et  contra  quemcunq’  injudicio  legitime  procuran- 
tem  pro  eifdem  et  eor’  utroq*  dicit,  allegat,  articulatur,  -et  in  hijs  fcriptispro 
ponit.  Inprimis.  videl’  quod  ditta  ecclefia  parochial ia^de:  Fynchyngfeid  fuit 
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et  eft  di&Is  priori  et  convcntui,  8c  eor*  difto  monafterio  canonice  unita,  an- 
nexa,  et  appropriata,  ac  in  eor’  proprios  ufus  perpetuo  poffidenda  fuis 
juribus  8c  pertinencijs  univerfis,  falva  porcione  vicarij  in  eadem  que  in  de- 
cimis  infrafcriptis  minime  confiflit  canonice  concelfa.  Item  quod  difH  prior 
&  conventus  fuerunt  &  funtvigoreunionis,annexionis,  appropriation^,  8c  con- 

celfionis  predi<5lar’  diftam  ecclcfiam  de  Fynchyngfeld . aflecuti,  ipfamq’ 

fie  affecutam  cum  fuis  juribus  8c  pertinencijs  univerfis  per  non  modica  tempora 
poffiderunt  pacifice  8c  quiete,  8c  falvis  fubfcripris  fic  poffident  in  prefenti. 
Item  quod  didti  prior  8c  conventus  fuerunt  8c  funt  clicSte  ccclefie  de  Fyoch- 
ynfeld  proprietarii  8c  restores,  et  talibus  fuerunt  8c  funt  di&i,  tenti,  ha- 
biti  8c  reputati  palam,  publice  8c  notorie.  Item  quod  didti  Radulphus  Shyr- 
wode  et  Jolines  Stobyn  alias  Brydbroke  pfatcs  priorem  8c  conventum  pro 
proprietary s  8c  refloribus  ditte  ecclefie  dc  Fyuchyngfeld  agnoverunt  nomi- 
narunt  8c  reputarunt  atque  fic  nominavit  8c  reputavit  eor’  uterq'. 
Item,  quod  tam  de  jure  comuni  quam  de  conluetudine  laudabili  8c  antiqua, 
haclenus  pacifice  8c  inconcuffe,  ufitata,  obfervata,  obtenta  8c  legitime  prefcrip- 
ta  jus  percipiendi  8c  habendi  decimas  quafcunq’  filve  ccdue  8c  arbor’  qua- 

cumcunq’  de . filvis,  grovis,  nemoribus,  bofcis,  fepibus,  8c  locis 

alijs  quibufcunq’  infra  fines  8c  liinites  feu  loca  decimabilia  di£tc  ecclefie  de  F. 
confiitutis,  8c  exiftentibus  qualitcrcunq’  provenientes,  8c  que  provcnire  de- 
buerunt  8c  debent  ad  priorem  8c  conventum  difli  monafterij  hujus  ecclie 
de  proprietaries  8c  restores  quofeunq’  pro  temporr  exiftentes  jure  8c  nomine 
ipfius  ecclefie  de  F.  pertinuit,  pertinet  8c  pertinere  debet  in  futurum.  Et  fic 
lint  8c  efi  di#um,  tentum,  habitum  8c  reputatum  palam.,  publice,  8c  notorie. 
Item,  quod  prior  8c  conventus  predi&i,  eor’  precelfores  8c  predccelforcs  pre¬ 
fate  ecclefie  proprietary  8c  restores  omnes  8c  finguli  eor’  temporibus  fuc- 
ccffivi,  fuerunt  in  pofieflione  juris  feu  quafi  decimas  predi&as  omnes  8c  fingu- 
las  percipiendi  8c  habendi  a  x  xxu  xxxu  xl.  1.  et  lx  annis  ac  ultra  8c  citra,  nec 
non  a  tempore  8c  per  tempus  cpjus  contrarij  memoria  hominum  non  exifiit. 
Hujufmodiq’  decimas  per  fe  8c  fuos,  aftualitcr  jure  8c  nomine  di&e  ecclefie 
de  F.  perceperunt  8c  habuerunt  etde  eifdem  libere  difpofuerunt  toto  tempore 
fupradifto,  et  fic  lint  8c  elt  diftum  tentum,  habitum  &  reputatem,  palam 
publice,  8c  notorie.  Item,  quod  infra  fines  8c  iimites  leu  loca  decimabilia 
difte  ecclefie  de  F.  fuit  et  eft  quoddam  nemus  five  quedam  filva,  feu  quidam 
locus  vulgariter  nuncupat’  lleynefgrove  palam,  publice,  et  notorie  fit  jacens  8c 
conflitut’.  Item,  quod  in  et  de  diet’  nemore,  lilva,  five  loco  voeat’  ut  prefertur 
lleynefgrove  cedebantur,  8c  ceduntur,  ac  cedi  confueverunt  diverfio  arbores, 
et  ex  eor’  flirpibus  five  fiipitibus  feu  radicibus  rami  8c  ramunculi  renafee- 
bantur  et  renafeuntur,  palam,  publice,  et  notorie.  Item,  quod  difli  Radul- 
3  phus 
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phits  ShTrHVode  ct  Joiles  Stobyn  alias  Brydbroke  di£lum  nemus  five  filvam  Tea 
locum  ut  prefer tur  Reynefgrove  vocatum  et  arborcs  ibidem  crefcentes  et 
'  exiflentes  fucciderunt  et  prollrarunt,  fuccidit,  et  proftraVit,  feu  fuccidi  Sc  pro- 
flerni  procurarunt,  mandarunt,  et  fecerunt,  atq’  fie  fuceidi  Sc  proilerni  man- 
davit  &  fecit  eor*  uterq’.  Item,  quod  de  radicibus  arbornm  hujufinodi  ut 
pfertur  proflratar*  et  fuccifar,  rurfus  rami  &  ramunculi  renafcuntur.  Item, 
quod  didli  R.S.  et  J.S.  aliasB.  arbores  in  di£la  filva  five  loco  vocato  ut  pfertur 
Reynefgrove,  ipfamq’  filvam  five  majorem  partem  ipfius  filve  et  arbor’  ejufdem 
occuparunt  et  abduxerunt,  ficq’  occupavit  Sc  abduxit  eor1  uterq’.  Item,  quod 
de  diclis  arboribus  fuccifis  et  proflratis  decime  provenerunt  feu  provenire  de- 
buerunt,  valuerunt,  Sc  valent,  fi  extent’  exftofolid*  et  ad  tantum  fe  extenderunt, 
et  extendunt.  Et  pro  tanto  vendere  potuerunt,  Sc  poffunt,.et  artieulatur,  atq’ 
dat  &  proponit  pars  diftor’  prioris  Sc  conventus  proprietarior’ &  redlor’  pdcor’ 
defcenfive  de  fuma  hujulmodi  ufq’  ad  quadraginta  denarios.  Item  quod  di£ti 
R.S.  Sc  J.  S.  aliasB.  ex  parte  diftor’  prioris  Sc  c.  proprietarior’  &  rector’ 
pdcor*  fepius  fuerunt  requifiti,  Sc  eor’  uterq’  fie  fuit  requifitus  quatinus  diftas- 
arbores  per  eos  Sc  eor’  nomine  in  &  de  di£to  loco  five  filva  vocat*  ut  pfertur 
Reynefgrove  fuccifas  Sc  proflratas  decimarent  Sc  decimas  dimitterent,  ac  per- 
folverent,  decimaretq’  8c  decimas  dimitt eret,  et  perfolveret  de  eifdem  uterq’ cork 
Item,  quod  didli  Radulphus  Sc  Jobes  fic  requifiti  pmiffa  facere  non  curarunt,. 
fed  recufarunt,  ficq’  recufavit  eor'  uterq’.  Item,  quod  di&i  Radulphus  Sc  Jo¬ 
hannes  quamplures  arbores  in  &  de  didta  filva  proflratas  &  fuccifas  feu  ma¬ 
jorem  partem  arborum  ipfius  filve,  una  cum  decimis  que  ex  ipfis  arboribus  pro¬ 
venerunt  &  provenire  debuerunr, abduxerunt,  abducive  fecerunt  Sc  mandarunt,. 
abduxitq’  fic,  feu  abduci  fecit  Sc  mandavit  eor’  uterq’.  Item,  quod  fic  didti 
Rad’  Sc  Johnes  pfatos  priorem  &  conventus  difte  ecclefie  de  Fynchyngfeld  pro¬ 
prietaries  Sc  restores  prefatis  decimis  ac  jure  percipiendi  eafdem  lpoliarunt 
Sc  fpoliavit,  ac  fpoliari  mandavit  Sc  fecit  eor’  uterq’.  Item,  quod  di<5li  Had’ 
Sc  johnes  dcos  priorem  &  conventus  proprietaries  &  re&ores  eorq’  fervientes* 
8c  miniftros  quo  minus  decimas  in  &  de  difta  filva  five  loco  vocato  ut  pfertur 
Reynefgrove  ^pvenientes  &  proventuras  percipere  Sc  habere  potuerunt  aut 
poffunt  impediverunt  Sc  impediunt,  impedivitq*  fic  Sc  impedit  eor’  uterq’.- 
Item,  quod  dicli  R.  et  Johes  prefatos  priorem  &  conventum  proprietaries  Sc 
redlores  predi&os  in  pmiflis  et  circa  ea  multipliciter  moleftarunt,  inquietarunt. 
Sc  perturbarunt,  moleflant,  inquietant,  Sc  perturbant,  moleflat,  inquietat  Sc 
perturbat,  moleftarive,  inquietari  &  perturbari  mandarunt  Sc  fecerunt,  manda- 
vitq’&  fecit,  feu  hujulmodi  moleflacionein,  inquietacionem,  &  perturbacionerrv 
eor’  8c  eor’  utriufq’  nomine  fa&as  ratas  habuerunt  Sc  habent,  habuit  Sc  habet 
eor*  uterq’  parit’  Sc  accept’.  Item,  quod  difli  R.  8c  Johnes  fubtraccionem  & 
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abduccionem  decimal'5  pdid’  ac  fpoliacionem  Sc  impedimenta  pdid5  p  eos  & 
eor5  ac  eor’ utriufq5  nomine  fad’  rat’  habuerunt  Sc  habent,  habuitq5  fie  Sc 
habet  eor’  uterq5  parit5  Sc  accept’.  Item,  quod  didi  Pv.  Sc  J.  dixerunt  Sc  com- 
minabantur,  ac  dixit  Sc  comminabatur  eor’  uterq5  quod  decimas  in  Sc  de  dida 
filva  live  loco  vocat5  II.  provenientes  Sc  prove  niend*  de  didis  priore  Sc  con - 
ventu  proprietarijs  Sc  redoribus  pci* is  firbtraherent  Sc  abducerent,  atq5  dixe- 
runt  publice  fe  decimas  hujufmodi  ipfis  priori  Sc  conventus  nolle  folvere  feu 
eis  fatisfacere  pro  eifdem  quovifmodo.  Item,  quod  pmifla  omnia  Sc  fingula 
■fuerunt  Sc  funt  vera,  publica,  manifefta  &  famofa,  ac  per  partem  dcor5 
Rad5  &  Joliis  in  prefencia  partis  didor5  prioris  Sc  conventus,  proprietarior5  Sc 
redor5  pdcor5  tarn  in  judicio  quam  extra  fepius  confeffata.  Item,  quod  de  Sc 
fuper  pmiffis  omnibus  &  fingulis  in  parochia  dide  ecclefie  de  Fynchynfeld  alt  j 

. publicis  conviciis  laborarunt  &  laborant  publica  vox  Sc  fama.  Quare 

probatis  in  hac  parte  probandis  feu  quavisalia  via  juris  detedis  aut  declaratis 
hijs  vel  eor5  aliquo  que  vel  quod  fufficere  debeant  aut  debeat  in  hac  parte  petit 
pars  dcor5  prioris  Sc  conventus  proprietarior5  &  rector5  pdcor5  pro  jure  fuo 
Sc  ecclie  fue  pdideac  pofleliione  quam  liabuit  in  pmiffis  ac  decimas  quafeunq* 
in  Sc  de  dida  filva  five  loco  vocato  lleynefgrove  provenientes  Sc  proventuras, 
et  que  provenire  debuerunt  et  debent  ad  didam  eccliam  de  F.  Sc  ad  didos 
priorem  Sc  conventus  proprietarios  &  redores  ejufdem  jure  Sc  nomine  ipfius 
ecclefie  pertinuiffe,  pertinere,  et  pertinere  debere  per  vos  dfim  judicem  ante- 
didum  finaliter  ■&  diffinitive,  pronunciari,  decerni  Sc  declarari,  ipfofq5  prio¬ 
rem  &  conventum,  propriet5  Sc  redores  pdcos  ad  jus  Sc  pofleffionem  fua  in 
pmiffis,  Sc  ad  percipiend5  Sc  habend5  decimas  antedidas  in  &  de  dida  filva  five 
loco  vocato  R.  provenientes  Sc  proventuras  reducend’  reftituend5  &  redinte- 
grand5  fore  decerni  Sc  cum  elfedu  reftitui,  reduci,  Sc  redintegrari,  pfatofq* 
R.  S.  &  J.  Stobyn  alias  B.  Sc  eor5  utrumq5  ad  folvend5  dels  priori  Sc  conven- 
tui  decimas  in  &  de  dida  filva  live  loco  vocato  utpferi*  Pv.  provenientes  Sc  que 
provenire  debuerunt  Sc  debent  per  eofdcm  Radulphum  Sc  Joliem,  et  eor5 
nomine  fubtradas  Sc  abdudas,  li  extent,  alioquin  ipfar5  valorem  pred'eum  con- 
dempnari,  et  ad  hocfaciend5  compellend5  fore  decerni  et  cum  elfedu  compelli, 
atq5  in  expenfis  limis  per  partem  didor5  priori  Sc  conventus  proprietarior ’  Sc 
redorum  pdcor5  in  hac  parte  fadis  Sc  faciendis  eidemq5  folvendis  infuper  con- 
dempnari,  Sc  ad  foluconem  eadem  canonice  cogi  &  compelli,  ulteriufq5  fieri, 
ftatui,  Sc  decerni  in  pmiffis  Sc  ea  concernentibus,  quod  juris  fuerit  &  rationis 
premiffa  proponit  Sc  fieri  petit  pars  didor5  prioris  &  conventus  proprietarior* 
Sc  redor’  pdcor5  conjundim  Sc  divifim,  juris  benefcio  in  omnibus  femper  fiilvo 
....  artans  fe  ad  omnia  Sc  fingula  pmiffa  probanda,  fed  ad  ea  lolumodo  que 
ad  ipfor5  prioris  Sc  conventus  proprietarior’  Sc  redor’  pdcor5  intencionem 
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fundand’  fnfficiant  in  hac  parte.  Liteq’  ad  diSlum  libellum  per  pfatum  ma* 
giftrnm  RJcardum  Hygdon,  procuratorera  pdcurn,  in  pfencia  magiflri  Jacobi 
Cole,  procuratoris  ex  adverfo  fupranoiat*  coram  nobis  nega  ....  contefla. 
Juratifq’  di&is  procuratoribus  hinc  inde  de  calumpnia  cum  omnibus  capitulis 
in  juramento  calumpnie  contends,  repedtoq’  coram  nobis  loco  poficonum,  8c 
pro  poficonibus  didlo  libello  articulate  per  prefatum  magiflrum  JacobumCole 
procuratorem  in  prefencia  di<Tti  magiflri  Ricardi  Hygdon  procuratoris,  ex  ad¬ 
verfo  ;  exhibitifq’  realiter  per  magiflrum  Ricardum  Hygdon  procuratorem 
pdcurn  in  pfencia  di<5li  magiflri  Jacobi  Cole  procuratoris  partis  adverfe  fu- 
pradifte  coram  nobis  poficionibus  antedi&is  Sc  ^fponfionib*  ad  eafdem,  quas 
fatebatur  efle  fuas,  Sc  de  fua  confciencia  emanafle  ;  vocatifq’  Radulpho 
Shyrwode  &  Jolianne  Stobyn'  alias  B.  principalibus  pdcis  ut  legalioribus 
perfonis,  Sc  melius  in  ea  parte  veritatem  fcientibus,  quibus  de  fide  refpon- 
dendo  humoi  poficoibus  juratis  Sc  fup  eis  diSl’  fidelit*  examinatis,  produSlis 
infup  coram  nobis  in  pfencia  pfati  magri  Rici  Hygdon  procuratoris  p  ma- 
grum  Jacobum  Cole  procuratorem  ex  adverfo  fuprafcriptu  quibufdam  tefli- 
bus.  Quibus  admiffis  Sc  in  forma  jurandor’ teflium  juratis  ac  fecrete  et  fin- 
gillatim  fideliter  exaiatis,  ipor*  atteflacoibus  debite  publicatis,  propofitifq’ 
verbo  coram  nobis  p  prelibatum  magrum  Rdcardum  Hygdon  procuratorem 
in  pfencia  magri  Jacobi  Cole  procuratoris  ex  adverfo  fupranoiati  contra 
humoi  tefles  Sc  eor’  atteflacoes,  quibufdam  excepcoibus,  ceterifq’  juris 
folempnijs  in  hac  parte  de  jure  requifitis  rite  Sc  legitime  obfervatis  ad  audiend* 
sniam  in  di£la  caufa  ferri  diffinitivam  certus  pemptor’  terminus  diflis  procu¬ 
ratoribus  p  nos  extitit  affignatus ;  ipoq.’  terraino  adveniente,  ac  in  eodem  com- 
pentibus  coram  nobis  in  judicio  magris  Jacobo  Cole  ex  pte  una  &  Ricardo 
Hygdon  procuratoribus  pdidlis  procuratorijs  pdiflor’  nominibus,  quibus  fupra 
parte  ex  altera  ac  sniam  diffinitivam  ferri  8c  jufticiam  fieri  inflanter  peten- 
tibus,  ficq’  petiverunt  Sc  eor’  uterq’  hinc  inde  petijt  sniam  diffinitivam  pro 
parte  fua  ferri  &  jufliciam  fieri,  nos  vifis  primitus  Sc  diligent’  infpeflis  omni¬ 
bus  &  fingulis  a£lis  aflitatis,  produ<5lis,  exhibitis,  et  confeffatis,  probatis,  etalle- 
gatis  in  humoi  caufa,  eifq’  cum  maturitate  recenfitis  de  confilio  juris  peritor’ 
nobis  affidencium  ad  iiram  sniam  diffinitivam  in  hac  pte  ferendam  proceffimus, 
eamq’  per  ea  que  vidimus  Sc  cognovimus  ac  de  pfenti  cognofcimus  et  videm’ 
in  fcriptis  ferimus  et  promulgamus  in  hunc  modum.  “  Xpi  nomine  invocato, 
nos  Wit'lms  Lyndewode  utriufq’  juris,  dottor  curie  Cantuarien’  officialis  pro 
tribuhali  fedentes  folumq’  Deum  pre  oculis  habentes,  auditis  Sc  plenius  in  tel¬ 
le  £lis  ac  difcuf  .  .  .  ac  caufe  antediSle,  quia  per  adla  a&itata,  produ<5la,  exhi- 
bita,  confeffiita,  probata,  8c  allegata  in  diSla  caufa,  invenimus  partem  di£lorv 
religiofor’  viror’  prioris  Sc  conventus  intentionem  fuam  in  ditto  libello  articu-- 
i  Kkk  lacoi 


74  APPENDIX. 

lato  deduttam  ad  effettum  infrafcripturn  fufficiente  fundaffe  Sc  probaffe, 
nihilq*  effettuale  ex  adverfo  deduttum  aut  probatum  fuiffe  vel  effe  quod  in- 
tentionem  dittor*  prioris  et  conventus  poffet  in  ea  parte  quovifmodo  enervate, 
per  hanc  fententiam  noflram  diffinitivam  quara  ferimus  Sc  promulgamus  in 
hijs  fcriptis  pronunciam’  decernimus  Sc  declarant’  pro  jure  dittor’  prioris  Sc 
convent’  percipiendi  &  habendi  decimas  lilve  in  &  de  dicta  filva  five  loco 
vocat’  ltenefgrove  quovis  moclo  provenientes,  et  pfertim  decimas  filve  de  ditta 
filva  vocata  lleynefgrove  q>  pfatos  Radulphum  &  Jofiem,  ut  in  eor’  refpon- 
fionibus  ad  poficoes  partis  dcor’  prioris  &  convent’  plenius  continetur,  fuccifaq’ 
de  eadem  filva  fic  per  eos  fuccifa  provenerunt,  Sc  per  eos  folvi  debuerunt  8c 
debent  ad  dittam  ecctiam  de  Fynchyngfeld  et  ad  dittos  priorem  et  conventum 
proprietaries  et  rettores  ejufdem  jure  et  nomine  ipfius  ecclie  pertinuiffe,  per- 
tinere,  Sc  pertinere  debere,  prefatofq’  Radulphum  8c  Johannem  Sc  eor’  utrumq* 
ad  folvend’  dittis  priori  Sc  conventui  decimas  filve  in  Sc  de  ditta  filva  five  loco 
vocato  lleynefgrove  fic  ut  pfertur  q>venientes,  Sc  quas  dcis  priori  Sc  conventui 
folvere  tenebantur  &  tenentur  p  eofdem  Radulphum  Sc  Joliem  Sc  alios  eor* 
noie  fubtrattas  Sc  abduttas,  fi  extent  alioquin  duos  folidos  Sc  otto  denar’  pro 
eifdem  decimis.  Didtofq’  Radulphum  Sc  Johannem  in  expenfis  legitimis  p 
partem  dittor’  prioris  Sc  convent’  in  hac  parte  fattis,  parti  eor’  folvendis 
condempnandos  fore,  &  condempnamus,  taxatione  hiimoi  expenfar’  nobis 
aut  alteri  hujus  curie  prefidenti  inpoflerum  refervata.  In  quor’  omnium  Sc 
fmgulor’  fidem  et  teflimonium  pmiffor’  prefentes  nohras  diffinitive  fentencie 
litteras  five  prefens  publicum  inflrumentum  exinde  fieri,  Sc  per  magrum  Johem 
Went  notarium  publicum  curieq’  Cantuarien’  regiftrarium  et  ejufdem  curie 
attor’  feribam  infrafcripturn  fubferibi  Sc  publicari,  ejufq’  figni  appcficione, 
offieijq’  noftri  figilli  appenfione  mandavimus  Sc  fecim’  fideliter  communiri.” 
Letta,  lata,  8c  in  fcriptis  promulgata  fuit  fupraferipta  fentencia  difhnitiva,  modo 
quo  prefert’,  per  nos  Willum  Lyndewode  utriufq’ juris  dodtorem  curieq’  Can- 
tuarien’  anteditte  officialem,  in  ecctia  beate  Marie  de  arcubus  London  die 
Veneris  ultima  menfis  Jatiuarij,  anno  ab  incarnacione  Domini  fecundum  cur- 
fum  &  computacionem  ecclefie  Anglicane  millefimo  quadringentefuno  vicefimo 
fexto,  indiccione  quinta,  pontificatus  fanttiffimi  in  Xpo  patris  et  domini  noflri 
domini  Martini  divina  providencia  pape  quinti  anno  decimo,  prefentib’  tunc 
ibidem  venerabilibus  viris  magiflris  Thoma  Bekynton,  decano  ecclie  bte  Ma¬ 
rie  de  Arcubus  Londoniar*  anteditt’,  Johanne  Lynfeld  examinatore  generali, 
ac  Johanne  Gerebert  cuftode  regiflri  ditte  curie  Cantuarien’  et  alijs  quam 
pluribus  ditte  curie  miniftris  teflibus  ad  punffa  vocatis  fpecialiter  Sc  rogatis. 
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Ego  Johannes  de  Wentciicus, 
Landavien*  dioc*  publicus  andto- 
ritate  apoftolica  notarius,  cur* 
Cantuarien*  fupradi&e  regiftra- 
rius,  et  ejufdem  curie  a&or’  fcriba, 
prefate  fcntencie  diffinitive  lec¬ 
ture,  prolacioni  &  promulgacoi 

. premiffis  cubus  & 

fingulis  dum  fic  ut  pmittitur  lub 
anno  ab  incarnacione  Dili,  indic- 
cione, pontificatu, menfe, die, Sc  lo¬ 
co  pdi&is,  per  di<fturn  venerabilera 
virum  magrum  W ilium  Lynde- 
wode,  utriufq’  legis  doftorem  cu- 
rieq’  Cantuarien*  antedi&e  offi¬ 
cial’,  Sc  coram  eo,  agebantur  &  fiebant,  una  cum  pnoiatis  teftib*  prefens  pfonalit* 

interfui,  eaq*  omnia  &  fingula  fic  fieri  vidi  &  audivi,  ideoq’  has . 

hoc  prefens  publicum  inftrumentum  de  mandato  dci  dni  ofiicialis  exinde  con- 
•feci,  aliunde  occupat’ per  alium  fcribi  feci,  meq’  hie  fubferipfi,  publicavi,  &  in 

lianc  publicam  formam  . . nomine  meis  folitis  &  confuetis,  una  cum 

appenfione  figilli  dci  dni  official’  fignavi,  rogat’  Sc  requiiitus  in  fidem  et  teftimo- 
nium  omnium  pmiffor’. 

N.B.  I  did  not  copy  this  inftrument  fo  much  for  its  ufe,  as  to  fiiew  the  exa<fl 
and  formal  way  of  procedure  in  thefe  cafes.  It  was  a  long  time  ufed  as  a 
cover  to  a  draft  book  of  the  manors  of  Halwyk  in  Thetford,  Croxton,  Elve* 
den,  Stanes,  Munkhall,  and  Downham  Merfies. 

Thomas  Martin.. 
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citatem,  et  minus  cautam  guberna-  pouere  mefon,  laquelle  par  fimplefle 
tionem  priorum  et  aliorum  monacho-  et  meynes  auifiee  governaunce  des 
rum  alienigenarum,  qui  in  ea  fuerint,  priours  et  autres  moynes  alienes  qui 
ct  propter  grandia  onera  fuperimpo-  y  ount  efte,  et  par  les  grandes  charges 
fita  ei  iliorum  tempore,  fere  annihi-  furmifes  aicelle  enleur  temps,  a  efte 
lata  fuit,  et  ad  deftruttionem  per-  bien  pres  anyente,  et  mys  a  deft  rue- 
dufta,  ordinare  et  ftabilire  in  hoc  tion,  ordiner  et  eftablir  ores  en  cefte 
prmfente  parlamento,  quatenus  deih-  prefent  parlement,  que  doremes  elle 
'  ceps  ipfa  domus  reputetur  denizata  foit  tenue  et  reputee  denizeine  en 
et  libera  in  omnibus  caftbus,  quodq*  tous  cas,  et  que.  nulle  charge  ne  im- 
nulluin  onus  aut  impolitio  in  ullo  pofition  ne  foit  en  nul  temps  auenyr 
tempore  venturo  imponatur  aut  tan-  mys  ne  chalangee  deue  fur  la  di<fte 
quam  debitum  exigatur  a  di&a  domo,  mefon,  fors  que  enfy  come  fera 
mfi  tantum  eo  modo  quo  fit  aliis  do-  d’autres  melons  religieux  du  noftre 
mibus  religiofis  regni  noftri  Anglicis  royalme  vrays  Anglois  et  denizennes. 
et  denizatis,  feu  Anglicani  juris  li- 
bertate  fruentibus. 

•  ■  /  •  rr> ;  v/c  hq  c‘ ’  1  •'  •  r  •.  I  '  ; 
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N°  XVII.  p.  159. 

Surrender  of  Thetford  Abbey. 

»  'r  ‘ 

Tranfcribed  from  the  original  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  We  ft  min  ft  er, 

by  T.  Martin. 

OMNIBUS  Xpi  fidelibus  adquos  hoc  pfens  fcriptum  indentat’  pervene* 
rit  Wiitus  prior  monachor’  domus  five  monafterij  beate  Marie  de  Thet- 
ford  in  com’  Norf’,  8c  ejufdem  loci  conventus  fattem.  Noveritis  nos  pfat‘ 
priorem  Sc  conventum  unanimi  aftenfu  8c  concenfu,  nris  animis  delibat’  certa 
fcientia  &  mero  motu  nris  ex  quibufdam  caufis  juftis  &  rationabil’  nos,  animas, 
8c  confciencias  nras  ipialiter  moventibus,  ultro  8c  fponte  dedifte,  conceftifle  8c 
confirmaffe,ac  p  pfentesdamus,  concedimus,  reddimus,deliberamus  Sc  confirma, 
mus  illuftriffimo  invi&iffimoq’  principi  8c  dno  nro  Henrico  odtavo,  Dei  gratia 
Anglie  8c  Francie  regi,  fidei  defenfori,  dno  Iiitmie  Sc  in  terra  fupremo  capiti 
Anglicane  ecclefie  totum  dcm  monafterium  five  prioratum  noftrum  de  Thet¬ 
ford  pdca,  ac  totum  fundum,  circuitum,  8c  qmincftum  ejul'dem  monafterij  nri  de 
Thetford  pd’ ;  nec  non  totum  prioratum  five  cellam  nram  de  Wangeford  in 
com’  Suf’  ac  totum  fundum,  circuitum,  et  precin&um  ejufdem  prioratus  five 
celle  nre  de  Wangford  pdi<5t’;  acoia  8c  fmgula mania,  dnia,  mefuagia,  gardina, 
curtilagia,  tofta, terras,  teiita  nra,  prata,  pafcua,  paftur’,  bofcos,fubbofcos,reddi- 
tus, rencoes, fervicia,  molendina,paffagia,feoda  militum,  ward’,  maritag’,relevia, 
efcaet’,  villanos  nativos,  cum  eor’ fequelis,  coias,  libtates,  franchefias,  jurifdic- 
coes,  officia,  cur’  letas,  vifus  franc’ pleg’,  ferias,  mcat’,pcos,  warrenna,  vivaria, 
aquas,  pifcarias,  vias,  vacuos  fundos,  advocationes,  noiacoes,  prefentatipnes  8c 
donacoes  ecclefiar’  vicariar’  capellar*  cantariar’  hofpitalitf  8c  alior’  ecclefiaf* 
ticor’  beneficior’  quorunq’,  re&orias,  vicarias,  cantias,  penfiones,  portiones,  an- 
nuitates,  decimas,  oblacoes,  ac  01a  8c  fingula  emolimenta,  pfficua,  poffefiiones,  he- 
reditamenta  et  jura  nra  quecunq’,  tain  infra  com’  Norf ’  Suf’  Cantabr’.Effex, 
&  Lincoln,  quam  alibi  infra  regnu’  Anglie  eidem  monafterio  five  prioratui  do 
T.  aut  dco  prioratui  five  celle  de  W.  quoquo  modo  ptin’  fpedtan’  appendent* 
five  incumbent’,  ac  01a  cartas,  evidentias,  fcripta,  &  munimenta  nra  dco  monaf¬ 
terio  five  prioratui  de  Thetford,  aut  dco  prioratui  five  celle  de  W.maiiijs,  terr* 
et  tentis  ac  certis  pmiffis  cum  fuis  ptin’  aut  alicui  inde  pcelle  quoquo  modo 
fpeftan’  feu  concernen’  habend’  tenend’  &  gaudend’  dcum  monafteriu  five 
prioratu,  fcitum,  fundum,  circuitum  8c  pcinftum  de  T.  pdca,  ac  totu  dcm 
prioratum  five  cellam  de  W.pd’;  nec  non  01a  8c  fingla  pd’  mania,  dnia,  mefuagia, 
gardin’  terras,  tenta  ac  cetera  pmiffa,  cum  01b’  fuis  membris  &  ptin’  pfato 
invi&iffimo  principi  8c  duo  nro  regi,  hered’  8c  affign’  fuis  inppm’  cui  in  hac 
parte  ad  omnem  juris  efl'e&um.  qui  exinde  fequi  poterit  aut  poteft  nos  Sc  dcm 
1  •  monafteriu 
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monafteriu  five  prioratu  de  T.  pd’  ac  ora  jura  nobis  qualitercunq*  acquiiita, 
ut  decet  fubjicimus  &  AibipittinV  qinnem,  omnimod*  plenara  &  liberam  facul- 
tatem,  ainftoritatem  &  poteftatem  nos  &  dcm  monafteriu’  five  prioratu’  de  T. 
pd’,  una  cum  pdi<ft’  prioratu  five  cella  de  W .  ac  omnib’  &  fingulis  mahiis,  terr* 
tentis,  reddin’  revercoib’  fervicijs  Sc  lingulis  ceteris  pmiftis,  cum  fuis  jurib’  Sc 
ptin’  quibufcunq’  difponeild’,  ac  fp  fuo  libere  regie’ voluntatis  libito  ad  quof- 
cunq’  ufus  majeftati  fue  placentes  alienand’  don  and’  convertend’  Sc  transferend* 
hujufmodi  difpofitidnes,  alienacoe's, L  dona,  corffoes,  tranflationes  p.  dcani 
majeftatem  fuam  quoyifmodo  fiend’  ex.  tunc  ratificantes,  rat’  &  grat’  ac 
ppetuo  firm’  habituros  permittimus  rp  pfentes.  Et  ut  oia  &fmgla  fuum  debitum 
fortiri  valcant  effe&um  eleccoib’  infup  nobis  &  fuccefforibus  nris,  nec  non 
omnibus  querelis,  fpvocationibus,  appellacoib*  ac  oib’  liribus  &.  inflancijs>alijfq’ 
quibufcunq’  nris  remedijs  Sc  beneficijs'  nobis  forfan  Sc  fuccefforibus  nris  in  ea 
pte  ptextu  difpofitionis,  alienacois,  tranflationis,  et  conyerfipnis  pdi£E  &ceteror* 
pmiffor’ qualitercunq’ competentibus&competituris,  omnib’  doli,  erroris,  metus, 
ignorancie,  vel  alfius  materie  five  difpofitionis,  excepcoib’  objeccoib’  Sz  alle- 
gacoib’  prorfus  femotis  Sz  depofitis,  palam,  publice,  etexprelTe,  ac  ex  certa  lira 
fcientia,  animifq’  fpontaneis  renunciamUs  &  ceftimus,  <put  p  pfentes  renun- 
ciamus  &  cedimus,  et.ab  eifdem  recedimus  in  hijs  fcriptis.  Et  nos  pdi&i  prior 
et  conventus  et  fucceffores  nri  di&um  monafteriu  five  prioratu  de  T.  ac 
prioratu  five  cella  de  W.  necnon  oia  &  lingula-mama,  diiia,  mefuagia,  gardina, 
curtilagia,  tofta,  prata,  pafcua,  pafturas,  bofcos,  fubbofcos,  terras,  teiita,  ac  oia 
h  fingula  cetera  pmiffa,  cum  fuis  membris  &  ptinentijs  univerfis  pfato  dno  nro 
regi,  hered’  &  affign’  fuis  contra  omnes  genres  warrantizabimus  imppm  p 
pfentes.  In  quor’  teftiufoniu’  nos  pfat’  prior  &  conventus  utriq*  parti  hor’ 
fcriptor’  liror’  indentat*  figiilum  nrum  comune  apponi  fecimus.  Dat*  fexto  de- 
cimo  die  mentis  Februar’  aiio  regni  pdci  diti  regis  nunc  tricefitno  primo. 

Under  the  fold  :  Cognitum  fuit  hoc  pfens  fcriptu  indentatu  p  pd’priorem 
Sc  conventu  die  &  anno  fupdcis  cora  Sampfone  Michell,  ctico 
uno  rnror’  cancellar’  dni  regis  ad  irrotuland^in  cancellariapd’. 

Written  upon  the  fold  :  Ita  eft,  Sampfon  Michel!.  , 

p  me  Witt  urn  priorem  p  me  Wittm  Brokford  p  me  Jofiem  Garbollfharrv 

p  me  Ricardu  Methold  p  me  Thomas  Watherfodt  pme  Xpoferum  Garboldys 

pmeGodefriduThetford  p  me  Petru  Thetford  p  me  Thoma  Gynyngham 

p  me  Johem  Thetford  p  me  Robert’  Whetyng  p  me  Thoma  Bery. 

p  me  Wittm  Colcheft’.  pme  Nicftm  Horkyfley 

Seal  of  red  \vaxc:  Sigillum  prioris  et  conventus  monachoru.m  Thetfordie. 
Indorfed:  Irrot.  in  dorffclauf*  cancellar’  regis 
iufrafcr’  menfe  Sc  annoinfrafcr’. 

«  Engraved,  p.  157. 
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The  following  account  of  the  erefting  a  chapel  to  the  Virgin  Mary  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  abbey  church,  is  tranflated  from  the  manufcript  hiftory 
of  John  Bramis,  monk  of  Thetford  priory,  in  Bennet  college  library, 
marked  I.  x. 


u  T  X  THILE  the  epifcopal  fee  was  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  in  the  town  of 
VV  Thetford,  there  was  an  image  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  in  the  faid 
church,  which  was  removed  to  the  church  of  the  monks,  and  placed  over  the 
high  altar,  being  the  mofl  honourable  fituation  they  could  aflign  to  it.  In 
procefs  of  time  that  ancient  image  was  taken  down,  and  carelefsly  laid  in  an 
obfcure  part  of  the  church,  as  if  totally  forfaken,  and  in  its  place  was  fixed 
another  image  of  greater  elegance  and  beauty.  It  is  an  indifputable  faff, 
and  publicly  known  through  all  the  provincial  churches,  that  there  was 
a  certain  mechanic  in  the  town  of  Thetford,  who  laboured  under  an  in¬ 
curable  difeafe  for  a  long  time,  inceflantly  praying  to  the  Blefled  Virgin 
for  the  refioration  of  his  health.  While  he  was  repeating  his  importunities, 
the  Virgin  appeared  to  him  in  a  vifion  of  the  night,  and  addrefled  him 
thus  :  If  thou  defireft  to  obtain  thy  health,  arife  without  delay,  and  tell  the 
prior  of  my  houfe  to  build  a  chapel  to  the  honour  of  my  name  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  church  near  that  which  hath  been  lately  repaired.  But  the 
mechanic  confidered  the  whole  as  no  more  than  illufions  of  fancy,  there¬ 
fore  paid  no  farther  regard  to  the  divine  command.  The  Blefled  Virgin  re¬ 
peated  her  injunction  three  times  fucceflively,  which  at  laft  induced  the  me¬ 
chanic  to  infer,  that  there  mufi  be  fomething  more  than  ordinary  in  what  had 
happened  ;  he  therefore  went  to  the  prior  and  informed  him  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  event.  When  the  prior  had  heard  the  wonderful  circumflance  the 
man  related,  he  was  filled  with  trembling  and  aflonifhment,  and  by  that  reve¬ 
lation  was  induced  to  come  to  a  refolution  to  build  a  chapel  of  timber. 

After  a  (hort  time  had  elapfed,  the  man  returned  to  the  prior,  and  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  it  was  not  the  will  of  the  Virgin  to  have  a  timber  chapel, 
but  that  it  Ihould  be  built  with  flone  and  cement.  He  alfo  (hewed  him 
where  it  (hould  be  ereCled,  and  its  dimenfions.  At  another  time  the  man  re¬ 
turned  with  defign  of  having  further  converfation  with  the  prior,  who  then 
happened  to  be  abfent.  The  man  upon  that  difappointment  made  himfelf 
known  to  an  ancient  devout  man  who  refided  in  the  monaflery.  As  they 
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were  convening  together,  the  man  diretfted  the  attention  of  the  monk  to  the 
figure  of  a  crofs,  which  appeared  on  a  certain  ftone,  and  was  admir¬ 
ably  decorated  with  gems  and  gold.  It  vifibly  appeared  for  the  fpace  of  two 
hours  to  all  who  were  defirous  to  fee  the  wonderful  phenomenon  ;  and  it  was 
upon  that  ftone  the  principal  column  of  the  chapel  was  to  be  placed. 
But  the  prior,  after  his  return,  (for  fome  reafons)  deferred  eredling  the 
chapel  as  he  was  commanded. 

The  Virgin  appeared  alfo  to  a  woman  in  the  town  in  the  fame  manner  as 
fhe  had  done  to  the  man,  commanding  her  to  go  to  a  devout  monk  of  this 
monaftery,  and  injoin  him  to  excite  the  prior  to  liaften  the  building  of  her 
chapel,  without  prefuming  to  form  any  excufe  to  the  contrary  j  but  the  wo¬ 
man  paid  no  regard  to  the  vifion,  and  negle&ed  to  obey  the  command. 
The  Blefted  Virgin,  ever  mindful  of  her  purpofe,  returned  to  the  woman  in 
the  night,  and  (harply  reproved  her  for  her  negligence  and  difobedience, 
and  with  her  hand  touched  and  fo  difabled  the  woman’s  arm,  that  {he  entirely 
loft  all  ufe  of  it. 

Being  thus  defervedly  affti&ed,  and  cordially  lamenting  her  negligence, 
Ihe  went  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  the  forefaid  monk,  and  with  fighs  and 
tears  related  the  whole  of  what  the  Virgin  faid  and  did  to  her.  The  pious 
monk  was  moved  to  companion  by  her  complaint,  and  from  a  principle  of 
benevolence  advifed  her  to  procure  an  arm  of  wax,  and  make  an  offering  of 
it  to  the  Blefted  Virgin.  When  that  was  done,  the  ufe  of  her  arm  was  re- 
ftored,  and  became  whole  as  the  other. 

The  evangelift  Luke  fays,  that  no  man  fhould  light  a  candle  and  fet  it 
under  a  bufhel,  but  upon  a  candleftick,  that  it  may  give  light,  &c.  Therefore 
to  the  great  praife  of  the  mother  of  God,  and  veneration  of  faints,  with  the 
greateft  reverence  and  devotion  are  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  the  moft  holy  reliques  found  in  the  head  of  the  image,  which  was 
placed  by  the  prior  in  the  chapel  ere&ed  to  the  honour  of  the  Blefted  Virgin, 
and  which  was  lately  repaired.  At  the  firft  erecting  of  that  chapel,  the  prior 
was  defirous,  to  the  utmoft  of'his  ability,  to  increafe  the  devotion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  glorious  Virgin,  and  to  that  purpofe  he  caufed  her  image  to  be  new 
painted  and  ornamented,  which  for  fome  time  paft  had  been  laid  in  an  ob~ 
feure  place  near  the  chapel. 

When  the  painter  had  cleanfed  the  image  from  the  decayed  paint  that 
was  upon  it,  he  found  a  filver  plate  faftened  to  the  crown  of  the  head.  Be¬ 
ing  furprized  at  the  unufual  appearance,  without  proceeding  any  farther, 
he  lent  for  the  prior,  who  came,  and  was  {hewn  the  plate  of  filver  that  was 
faftened  to  the  head.  The  prior,  hoping  to  receive  fome  gift  of  God,  called 
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all  the  monks  and  others  together,  and  in  the  prefence  of  all,  took  off  the 
plate  with  his  own  hand,  and  found  in  the  head  the  reliques  of  many  faints 
Wrapt  in  lead,  with  their  names  engraved  thereon,  all  which  remain  in  the 
chapel  to  this  day,  and  are  held  in  great  veneration. 

There  was  a  woman  in  Thetford  who  had  an  infant  fix  months  old,  whom  (lie 
one  night  unfortunately  overlaid,  fo  that  when  (he  awaked  (he  found  her  in¬ 
fant  dead.  Being  almoft  diftra&ed  for  its  unhappy  fate,  (lie  immediately  took  it 
tip  in  her  arms  and  ran  to  the  church  of  the  monks,  and  laid  it  before  the 
image  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  ;  then  weeping  and  fcourging  herfelf,  implored 
the  glorious  Virgin  to  reftore  her  child  to  life.  "When  her  prayers  were  end¬ 
ed,  the  infant  began  to  revive  and  feemed  likely  to  live,  for  which  (he  con¬ 
gratulated  herfelf,  and  joyfully  returned  to  her  houfe. 

There  was  another  woman  in  Thetford,  who  laboured  under  daily  infirmity, 
till  (he  was  almoft  brought  to  the  grave ;  and  what  is  wonderful  to  be 
heard,  (he  was  feized  in  her  tongue  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  drawn 
back  into  her  throat,  fo  that  (lie  had  loft  all  ufe  of  fpeech  and  power  of 
moving  her  tongue,  but  had  the  ufe  of  her  other  members. 

While  fhe  was  in  that  (late,  fome  benevolent  perlbns  gave  her  a  fmall  fum 
of  money,  and  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  her 
to  go  to  Woolpit,  and  there  offer  it  to  the  image  of  the  glorious  Virgin  ;  but 
the  woman  gave  figns  of  reluftance,  and  pointed  with  her  hand  to  the 
monaftery  of  the  monks.  Her  friends  and  benefaftors  perceiving  her  incli¬ 
nation,  advifed  her  to  offer  the  money  (lie  had  received  to  the  image  of  the 
Virgin  which  was  in  the  chapel  cf  the  monaftery  of  the  monks,  which  cha¬ 
pel  was  lately  repaired  by  the  prior.  Immediately  after  the  woman  had  made 
an  end  of  offering,  the  ufe  of  her  tongue  was  reftored,  and  (he  fpake  im¬ 
mediately,  blefting  and  praifmg  God  and  his  glorious  mother.  The  manner 
of  the  woman’s  receiving  her  fpeech  was  thus:  While  (lie  was  praying 
before  the  altar  over  which  the  image  flood,  a  perfon  like  unto  the  image 
appeared,  and  miraculoufly  with  her  hand  drew  back  the  woman’s  tongue 
from  her  throat.  To  the  praife  of  God  (lie  was  reftored  to  her  wonted 
health  in  that  wonderful  manner;  and  for  that  gracious  and  felf-evident  mi¬ 
racle,  (he  vowed  that  during  the  remainder  of  her  life  (he  would  keep  a  lamp 
burning  before  the  image.” 

The  monk  has  prefaced  his  account  of  another  miracle  in  this  manner, 

I  have  thought  proper  to  relate  a  mod  remarkable  miracle,  becaufe  of 
its  tendency  to  exemplify  the  mercy  of  God,  and  to  exhibit  the  praife  of  his 
mother,  and  is  mod  worthy  of  public  attention  ;  for  whatever  tends  to  the 
glory  of  God,  or  relates  to  his  mother,  is  not  to  be  concealed  or  denied,  but 
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to  be  received  as  matter  of  fa<ft.  William  Heddrich,  junior,  carpenter,  and 
ifabell  his  wife,  lived  in  a  town  of  Norfolk,  called  Hockliam  ;  they  had  a 

child  three  years  old,  who  in  harveft  time  was  carried  with  them  into  the 

field,  as  was  cuftomarv  with  peafants  who  went  to  their  day  labour.  On  a 
certain  day,  about  fun-fetting,  the  child  happened  to  be  fleepy,  and  attually 
fell  into  a  found  fleep  on  the  edge  of  the  field  where  his  parents  were  reaping. 
In  the  dufk  of  the  evening  a  man  driving  his  cart  along  that  fide  of  the 
field  where  the  child  lay,  unfortunately  the  wheel  went  over  the  child’s 

head,  unknown  to  the  driver,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot ;  the  father  of  the 
child  was  following  the  cart  when  that  accident  happened  ;  he  took  the  child 
up  in  his  arms,  and  finding  him  dead,  and  befmeared  with  his  own  blood, 
he  made  bitter  lamentations;  he  then  ran  to  an  eminent  furgeon  in  the  fame 
town,  who  had  healed  many  that  laboured  under  various  infirmities,  by  the 
fovereign  efficacy  of  his  medicines. 

After  the  furgeon  had  minutely  examined  the  child,  he  found  no  fymptom 
of  life,  but  he  adviled  the  father  to  carry  it  home,  and  the  next  day  to 
prepare  for  its  funeral.  When  the  father  had  heard  the  opinion  of  the  fur¬ 
geon,  and  was  convinced  that  he  was  deprived  of  his  child,  with  heart  full  of 
grief  he  took  up  the  corpfe  and  went  to  his  houfe,  and  delivered  it  to  his  wife, 
that  (he  might  lay  it  on  the  bed.  Then  he  affembled  his  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours  together,  in  order  to  watch  that  night,  as  was  cuftomary  before  a  fu¬ 
neral.  Being  thus  met,  they  devoted  themfelves  to  watching,  and  with  the 
greateft  ardour  of  devotion  prayed  to  the  bleffed  mother  of  God,  vowing  that 
if  by  her  interceftion  the  child  fhould  be  reftored  to  life,  they  would  go  on  a 
pilgrimage  naked  to  the  image  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  in  the  church  of  the. 
monks  in  Thetford,  and  there  make  theufual  offering.  When  they  had  made 
an  end  of  their  prayers  and  vows,  about  midnight  the  child  revived.  Thofe 
that  were  prefent,  when  they  beheld  the  happy  effedf  of  their  prayers,  vows* 
and  promifes,  praifed  and  bleffed  God.  And  to  perform  their  vows,  they 
took  the  child  and  carried  it  before  the  image  of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  and  ful¬ 
filled  the  obligation  they  had  put  themfelves  under.” 

Having  mentioned  the  reliques  that  were  found  in  the  head  of  the  image, 
the  following  letter  gives  a  full  account  of  them.  It  begins  thus,  “  To 
the  eminent  father,  Stephen,  prior  of  the  church  of  Thetford,  William  the 
humble  minifter  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Merlefham,  wilheth  health  and 
paternal  reverence. 

It  is  that  charity  which  is  not  ambitious,  that  feeketh  not  her  own  things, 
but  thofe  of  others,  that  difpofeth  me  to  do  to  you  what  I  would  not  to  our 
bfthop>  or  to  any  other  man,  upon  account  of  the  holy  religion  and  ftri£V 
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ffbfervances  of  its  facred  rites,  which  I  have  heard  of  many  to  be  main¬ 
tained  in  your  church.  This  I  do  at  the  requelt  of  my  lord  Hugh  Bigot, 
and  the  devout  fupplication  of  Ralf  your  monk. 

I  fend  to  you  of  the  facred  reliques  tranfmitted  to  our  church  from  the 
moft  holy  fepulchre  of  our  Lord,  viz.  of  the  purple  robe  of  our  Lord  ;  of  the 
girdle  of  St.  Mary,  the  Lord’s  mother  ;  of  the  Lord’s  fepulchre ;  of  the 
rock  of  Calvary;  of  the  fepulchre  of  St  Mary  ;  of  the  Lord’s  manger;  of 
the  earth  found  in  the  fepulchre  of  St.  John  the  Evangelill of  Sr.  George. 
This  I  do  with  the  intent,  that  the  remembrance  of  thofe  faints  may  be  more 
religioufly  celebrated  in  your  church. 

The  forefaid  holy  reliques  and  others  are  pledges  of  many  faints,  viz.  of 
St.  Vincent  the  martyr;  St.  Leodgar  the  martyr ;  the  hair  of  St.  Agnes, 
virgin  and  martyr;  of  St.  Barbara,  virgin  and  martyr ;  St.  Gregory;  St.. 
Leonard  ;  St.  Jerom:  and  of  the  wooden  coffin,  in  which  St.  Edmund, 
king  and  martyr,  was  found  entire  after  many  years,  appearing  as  if  alive,, 
and  atprefent  lies  in  the  fame.  Alfo  the  wooden  coffin  of  St.  Etheldred,  im 
which,  after  eleven  years,  ffie  was  found  undecayed,  appearing  only  as  in  a 
fleep.  Of  the  grave  cloaths  of  St.  Lazarus,  and  of  his  fepulchre,  and  of 
many  others  whofe  merits  and  names  God  knows,  but  we,  out  of  regard  to 
truth,  ffiould  not  prefume  to  mention.  All  thofe  reliques  were  laid  up  in 
the  faid  image  of  the  holy  mother  of  God,  which  Ralf  by  his  great  dili¬ 
gence  and  application  had  caufed  to  be  procured,  and  many  other  attendant' 
lefler  images.  Alfo  the  tabernacle,  which  was  elegantly  adorned  with  gold, 
precious  ftones,  and  paintings.  He  alfo,  in  conjunction  with  Ralf  of  Caen, 
a  beloved  friend,  influenced  lady  Matilda  of  Saxmundham,  a  friend 
and  fifler,  to  fetup  the  image  of  the  Virgin  in  the  refedtory.  The  faid  Ralf,_ 
the  monk,  for  his  labours,  zeal,  and  diligence,  for  many  years,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  have  his  anniverfary  kept  for  ever  in  this  church  on  the  ides  of 
Oftober. 
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.  '  -Oif?  '  '■  .  •' j  1  ’•  *  ,  r  i  : 

The  (Application  of  J.  B.  relative  to  this  priory, 

SI-IEWETH  to  your  holinefs,  that  J.  B.  of  B.  clerk,  keeper  of  the 
jewels,  and  chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  king  of  England,  that 
fince  the  fir  ft  foundation  of  the  priory  of  the  blefled  Mary,  and  of  the  monks 
of  Thetford,  of  the  Cluniac  order,  in  the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  the  follow¬ 
ing  churches,  viz.  Bradley,  Framlingham  Magna,  Kelfhale,  Forncet,  Lop- 
ham,  Hengham,  Hethill,  Syleham  with  the  chapel,  and  OfFeton  in  the 
diocefe  of  Norwich,  whofe  rents  and  profits  amounted  yearly  to  282  marks 
fterling,  all  which  were  given  by  the  founders  of  the  Laid  priory,  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  chief  pontifs,  your  predeceflors,  for  the  fupport  of  the  prior 
and  monks  there  ferving  God,  were  given  and  granted  for  their  own 
proper  ufe,  and  confirmed  by  the  kings  of  England,  as  in  the  writings  of  the 
founders  of  this  monaftery  doth  more  plainly  appear  *  of  which  churches, 
the  priors  and  monks  of  the  Laid  priory  for  the  time  being  never  had  pof- 
feffion,  not  even  of  a  part,  though  they  ufed  all  diligence  to  obtain  it.  The 
other  pofieffions  of  the  faid  priory,  which  at  prefent  they  enjoy,  by  pefti- 
lence,  barrennefs,  and  other  misfortunes,  are  fo  much  decreafed,  that  they 
are  utterly  difabled  to  fupport  hofpitality,  or  defray  the  expences  of  the  faid 
priory,  fo  that  every  year  they  accumulate  large  debts.  The  faid  J.B.  ob ferv¬ 
ing  the  many  other  misfortunes  of  the  faid  priory,  for  the  particular  regard 
and  efteem  he  had  for  the  order  and  place  aforefaid  for  a  long  time,  and  now 
has,  is  defirous  with  proper  caution  and  reverence,  that  the  faid  monaftery 
may  be  relieved  as  much  as  poffible.  The  faid  J.  B.  farther  fupplicates  your 
holinefs,  as  you  (hall  judge  meet,  to  influence  and  command  the  reverend 
fathers,  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  bifliops  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and 
the  abbot  of  Waltham  of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin,  and  official  of  the  court 
of  Canterbury,  either  jointly  or  feperately,  that  the  forefaid  churches,  or 
others,  of  which  the  faid  J.  B.  has,  or  may  have  the  right  of  patronage,  or 
may  acquire  for  the  faid  priory,  whofe  fruits  and  profits  do  not  exceed  1 50 
marks  yearly,  may  be  appropriated  and  added  to  the  faid  monaftery,  and  the 
monks  there  ferving  God. 
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Schedule  of  the  laft  will  of  John  Brygges,  of  Quydenham,  dated  0&.  io> 

1484. 

IMP  RIM  I S.  He  willed  that  Margaret  his  wife  fhould  have  all  his  lands  and 
tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  paftures,  foldcourfes,  water-mills,  with  all 
and  fingular  to  them  belonging  in  the  town  and  fields  of  Ewflon,  as  they  de- 
fcended  to  him  by  right  of  inheritance  and  fee  of  talliage,  and  all  his  fheep- 
feeding  in  the  town  and  fields  aforefaid,  during  the  term  of  her  life.  Alfa 
he  wills  and  requcfls,  that  the  faid  manor,  after  her  deceafe,  together  with 
the  faid  fheep,  may  be  granted  to  William  his  fon.  Alfo  he  willed  the  faid 
Margaret  to  have  all  his  lands,  tenements,  &c.  &c.  in  Quydenham,  until 
‘William  his  fon  be  married  ;  and  when  that  happen,  then  he  willed  that  he 
may  have  and  enjoy  all,  8tc.  &c.  in  the  town  and  fields  of  Quydenham,  to 
hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Alfo  the  faid  John  willed  that  the 
prior  of  the  monks  of  St.  Mary  in  Thetford  may  hold  his  manor  of  Lyn- 
ford,  with  all  thereto  belonging,  according  to  the  contract  made,  for  eight 
fcore  marks  of  lawful  money  of  England,  out  of  which  the  faid  John  affigned 
forty  marks  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  the  fame  place,  to  keep  his  anniver- 
fary  yearly  as  long  as  the  forty  marks  {hall  lafl  *,  to  every  monk  that  is  a 
presbyter  I2d.  and  to  every  monk  not  being  a  presbyter  6d.  on  the  day  of  his 
anniverfary.  Alfo  he  willed  that  Thomas  his  fon  fhould  have  the  refidue  of 
the  eight  fcore  marks  to  purchafe  another  manor  or  meffuage  of  the  value 
of  fix  fcore  marks,  in  the  room  and  (lead  of  the  faid  manor  of  Lynford,  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Neverthelefs  the  faid  John  willed  that  Mar¬ 
garet  his  wife  and  William  his  fon  fhould  be  guardians  to  the  faid  Thomas, 
and  managers  of  the  faid  fix  fcore  marks,  until  he  be  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years.  Alfo  he  willed  that  Margaret  his  daughter  fhould  have  his  manor 
of  Illington  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  to  hold  to  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever, 
if  flie  fhould  happen  to  have  any  iffue  ;  but  if  otherwife,  he  willed  that  after 
the  death  of  the  faid  Margaret  the  faid  manor  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the- 
difcretion  of  his  executors,  for  the  health  of  his  foul,  for  the  fouls  of  his  pa¬ 
rents,  for  the  foul  of  Margaret  his  wife,  and  lor  the  fouls  of  their  bene- 
fa&ors.  Alfo  he  willed  that  Margaret  his  wife  fhould  have  the  meffuage  in 

Thetford! 
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Thetford  which  he  lately  purchafed  of  John  Ocle,  during  her  life.  And 
after  the  death  of  the  faid  Margaret,  he  willed  that  the  faid  meffuage  be  fold, 
and  the  profits  granted  for  the  foul  of  &c.  as  before.  But  fir  ft  of  all, 
he  willed  that  all  his  debts  be  paid,  and  reftitution  be  made  to  any  perfons 
who  thought  themfelves  aggrieved  and  injured  by  him;  and  if  any  thing  re¬ 
mained,  that  to  be  applied  to  pious  and  religious  ufes. 
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N°  XXI.  p.  35. 

PASCHAL,  bifnop,  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God,  to  the  reverend  bro- 

_  ther  Herbert  biffiop  of  Norwich,  health  and  apoftolical  benedi&ion.  The 

authority  of  our  office  excites  us  to  be  folicitous  for  rhe  welfare  of  the  churches, 
and  to  confirm  them  in  what  is  right ;  therefore,  moll  beloved  brother,  we 
confirm  the  decree  we  have  made,  that  the  monks  who  lead  regular  lives  may 
aflemble  in  the  church  of  Norwich,  which  hath  been  eretted  and  dedicated 
to  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  through  your  diligence  and  application. 
We  alfo  appoint  that  it  (hall  belong  to  the  church  which  was  the  epifcopal  fee  at 
Teoford,  during  your  time  and  that  of  your  fucceffors,  as  it  hath  belonged  in 
time  pad;  and  that  it  ffiall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  your  fucceflfours  to  re- 
move  thofe  men  from  that  church,  who  have  been  educated  under  a  mo- 
naftic  difcipline,  or  take  away  any  of  their  poffeffions  or  goods  provided  by 
you,  and  through  your  influence,  by  Henry  king  of  England,  and  other, 
faithful,  for  the  fupport  of  the  monks,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  added, 
if  it  fo  pleafe  the  Lord.  Thofe  monks  ffiall  always  be  obedient  to  the  biffiop 
of  Norwich,  and  perform  all  fervices  due  to  the  epifcopal  church,  as  it  was 
inftituted  in  the  church  of  Canterbury  by  the  blefled  Aufiin,  and  confirmed 
by  our  moll  holy  predecoflfor  G  .  .  .  .  inftru&or  of  the  catholic  church. 

Alfo  we  have  decreed  that  no  man  ffiall  prefume  to  diflurb  the  peace  of 
that  church,  or  to  alienate  any  of  its  pofleffions ;  but  that  the  whole  may 
and  ffiall  he  preferved  for  the' fupport  of  thofe  monks.  And  if  any  fecular 
perfon  ffiall  madly  caufe  any  uneafinefs  to  the  faid  church,  at  the  fame 
time  knowing  this  our  inftitution  ;  after  the  fecond  or  third  admonition,  if  he 
does  not  reform  and  make  full  fatisfa&ion,  he  fliall  be  divefted  of  all  power, 
honour,  and  dignity,  and  ffiall  know  he  (lands  condemned  in  the  divine  judg¬ 
ment,  and  be  feparated  from  the  mod  facred  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord 
and  redeemer  Jefus  Chrifl ;  and  at  laid,  when  his  life  is  taken  from  him, 
lhall  receive  condign  puniffiment.  But  to  him  who  is  juft  and  faithful  in  his 
fervice,  the  peace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  All  fuch  ffiall  reap  the  fruit  of 
their  good  and  virtuous  conduit,  and  at  the  laft  judgment  ffiall  be  crowned, 
with  peace  and  everlafting  felicity.  Written  by  Rainer,  notary  of  the  holy 

palace,  and  delivered  at  the  Lateran  by  the  hand  of  John . Cardinal 

Dean,  4  kal.  May,  induct.  1©,  and.  in  the  year  of  the  incarnation  of  our, 
Lord  1104. 
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N°  XXII.  p.  185. 

/  f )  l  '  t  |  [  /  ‘  ^  .  I  I  *  1  C  -  •  »  .  i  1  i  *-J  '  -  * 

The  king’s  licence  to  earl  Warren,  to  grant  the  advowfon  of  Grefliam  church 

to  the  canons  at  Thetford. 

EDWARD  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England,  lord  of  Ireland, 

1  and  duke  of  Aquitain,  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefent  letters  fhall  come, 
greeting. 

Know  all  men,  that  we  of  our  fpecial  favour  have  granted  and  given  licence 
for  ourfelves  and  heirs,  as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  to  our  beloved  and  faithful 
John  de  Warren,  earl  of  Surry,  to  hold  of  us,  in  capite,  the  advowfon  of 
Grefham  church,  which  he  may  afiign  to  our  beloved  in  Chrift  the  prior 
and  convent  of  the  canons  at  Thetford,  to  hold  to  him  and  his  fucceffors  of 
us  and  of  our  heirs  for  ever,  by  the  due  and  accuftomed  fervices  *,  alfo  to  the 
prior  and  convent,  that  they  as  aforefaid  may  receive  the  faid  advowfon  of  the 
earl,  and  to  appropriate  the  faid  church,  and  when  appropriated,  may  hold 
it  to  their  own  proper  ufe,  and  to  their  fucceffors,  for  ever,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  thefe  prefents. 

Alfo  we  have  given  fpecial  licence  by  the  flatute  of  lands  and  tenements, 
notwith  Handing  the  a  Cl  of  mortmain,  being  willing  that  the  faid  earl  and 
his  heirs,  and  the  faid  prior  and  convent  and  their  fucceffors,  fhould  not  be 
molefted  or  aggrieved  by  us  or  our  heirs,  or  by  our  juft  ices,  efeheators, 
fheriffs,  or  other  bailiffs,  our  fervants  whofoever.  In  teftimony  of  which, 
we  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent. 

Witnefs  myfelf  at  Weftminfter,  the  9th  day  of  Ottober,  and 
fifth  year  of  our  reign. 

The  Bull  of  pope  Boniface  IX. 

Boniface  biihop,  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God,  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  this  event. 

The  honour  of  the  facred  religion  in  which  our  beloved  fons,  the  prior 
and  convent  of  the  monaftery  or  priory  of  St.  Sepulchre  in  Thetford,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Auftin,  Norwich  diocefe,  who  recommend  themfelves  to  the 
moft  high,  as  an  obedient  and  induftrious  family,  requires  that  we  fhould 
contribute,  by  God’s  affiftance,  as  much  as  in  us  lieth,  towards  fulfilling 
their  requefts,  efpecially  in  thofe  inftances  wherein  the  welfare  of  the  faid 
monaftery  or  priory  is  promoted,  and  the  neceflities  of  the  prior  and  convent 
are  fupplied.  Hence  on  our  part,  we  are  inclined  by  the  Replications  of 
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the  prior  and  convent  that  the  parochial  church  of  Grefbam  in  the  faid 
diocefe,  which  hath  been  accuftomed  hitherto  to  be  governed  by  a  fecular 
presbyter,  who  was  nominated  re&or,  and  the  right  of  patronage  and  of 
prefenting  is  known  to  belong  to  the  prior  and  convent  as  often  as  any  va¬ 
cancy  fhall  happen  ;  and  the  fruits,  rents,  profits,  and  all  ocher  rights,  with 
their  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  faid  monaftery  or  priory,  according  to 
common  eftimation,  are  of  the  annual  value  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  marks 
fieri ing,  out  of  which  no  advantage  iffues  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  the 
faid  monaftery  or  priory,  for  the  time  being.  We,  by  our  apoflolical  au¬ 
thority,  and  by  the  tenor  of  thefe  prefents,  unite,  annex,  and  incorporate  it 
for  ever,  that  upon  the  refignation  or  ceffion  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  or 
otherwile,  by  whatever  means  the  faid  church  may  become  vacant,  it  fhall 
.  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  prior  and  convent  to  take  corporal  pofTefTion 
of  the  faid  church,  and  of  the  rights  and  appurtenances  aforefaid,  and  by 
their  own  proper  authority,  either  themfelves,  or  by  other  or  others,  freely 
take,  for  ever  keep,  and  convert  to  their  own  ufe,  the  fruits,  £cc.  of  the 
.  faid  church,  and  alfo  caufe  the  faid  church  to  be  governed  and  ferved  by  one 
.  of  the  canons  of  the  faid  priory,  or  by  any  other  fecular  presbyter,  whom 
they  may  remove  at  pleafure,  and  appoint  another  in  his  place.  The  li¬ 
cence  of  any  other  in  this  cafe  is  not  necelfary,  for  none  has  authority  to 
make  any  oppofition. 

If  any  others  are  defirous  of  making  provifion  of  this  kind  for  themfelves, 

.  and  of  having  other  ecclefiaftical  benefices  ;  in  thofe  cafes,  they  may  obtain 
the  general  or  fpecial  letters  of  the  fee  or  of  its  legates ;  and  whatever  the 
ilfue  be,  we  will  that  nothing  from  thence  may  arife  to  affect  the  forefaid 
church  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  no  objection  fhall  from  hence  be  derived  to 
their  obtaining. other  benefices,  by  other  letters,  privileges,  and  indulgences; 
general  or  fpecial.  Their  not  being  fully  expreffed  in  thefe  prefents,  or  to¬ 
tally  omitted,  fhall  have  no  force  to  prevent  or  deftroy  their  effett. 

Alfo  we  will  that  the  faid  church  be  not  deficient  in  performing  all  due  acfis 
of  obedience  and  fervices,  and  that  the  care  of  fouls  therein  be  not  negletfieJ. 
Alfo  that  the  prior  and  convent,  on  account  of  that  church,  are  bound  to 
pay  all  epifcopal  rights,  and  fuftain  all  other  accuftomed  and  incumbent 
'.charges.  ......  ,  \  .  . j  j.  -  .  . 

Moreover  we  appoint  by  thefe  prefents,  if  any  fhall  vainly  attempt,  either 
knowingly  or  ignorantly,  under  pretence  of  any  authority  whatever,  to  in¬ 
validate  or  annul  this  our  decree,  that  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  man  to 
prefume  to  infringe  or  alter  the  conflitution  we  have  eflablifhed  ;  and  if  any 
man  fhall  attempt  the  contrary,  let  him  know  that  the  indignation  of  the 

M  m  m  2  omnipotent 
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omnipotent  God,  of  the  blefled  Peter  and  Paul  his  apoftles,  (hall  attend  him 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  exigence. 

Delivered  at  St.  Peter’s  in  Rome,  on  the  5th  kal.  of  March,  and  in  the 
10th  year  of  our  pontificate. 

Upon  the  fold  is  written  : 

Gratis  de  mandato  Domini  noftri  Papa?. 

S.  de  Aquila. 

Under  the  fold  :  Jo:  de  Bononia. 

There  was  indorfed  upon  the  bull,  Grefliam,  N°  7. 

Know  all  prefent  and  future,  that  we  Peter  %  prior  of  the  houfe  or  priory 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  of  Thetford,  and  the  convent  of  the  fame  place,  have 
given,  &c.  and  by  this  our  prefent  charter  have  confirmed  to  John  Pufton,  efq. 
the  advowfon  and  right  of  patronage  to  the  parochial  church  of  Grelham  in  Nor¬ 
wich  diocefe,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  referving  to 
ourfelves  and  fucceflors  forever,  an  annual  penfion  of  fix  {hillings  and  eight 
pence,  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  the  faid  church  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  by  the  hands  of  the  re&ors  infiituted  and  induced  into  the 
fame.  In  teftimony  whereof,  we  the  Paid  prior  and  convent  to  thefe  pre- 
fents  have  fet  our  common  feal.  Dated  in  our  priory  Auguft  1,  1457. 

To  all  the  faithful  in  Chrift,  to  whom  thefe  prefent  letters  fhall  come. 

We  Peter,  prior  of  the  houfe  or  priory  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in  Thetford, 
•and  the  convent  of  the  fame  place,  health  in  the  Lord.  The  parifli  church  of 
Grefliam  in  Norwich  diocefe,  hath  been  lately  appropriated  to  us  and  our 
fueceffors,  and  a  perpetual  vicarage  hath  been  founded  and  endowed  in 
the  fame. 

With  our  aflent  and  confent,  and  at  the  requefl  of  Mr.  John  Eaflgate, 
late  patron  of  the  faid  vicarage,  it  being  vacant,  we  efteem  it  fufficiently  law¬ 
ful,  by  the  authority  of  the  right  reverend  father  by  the  grace  of  God, 
Walter  b'ifhop  of  Norwich,  that  the  faid  vicarage  fliould  be  reunited  to,  and 
incorporated  with  the  faid  church,  referving  and  faying  to  ourfelves  and  fuc- 
ceilors,  by  the  authority  and  aflent  of  the  faid  right  reverend  father,  a  pen¬ 
fion  of  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  yearly,  payable  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael  the  Archangel,  out  of  the  faid  church  and  reftory  for  ever,  by  the 
hands  of  whatfoever  recftors  fhall  be  inftituted  and  induced  to  the  faid  church. 

Alfo  that  Robert  Miller,  clerk,  at  the  prefentation  of  John  Pafton,  efq. 
true  patron  of  the  faid  church,  hath  been  admitted  by  the  faid  right  reve¬ 
rend  father  to  be  reftor  of  the  faid  church,  and  induced  into  the  fame,  the 

c  Peter  Bryan  was  prior  here  from  1454,  to  his  death  1471* 

<:  /I  ;•  faid 
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faid  John  Pafton  being  fully  and  peaceably  feized  of  the  advowfon  of  the 
laid  church,  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs,  as  in  fee  of  his  lordfhip. 

Know  ye  that  we  the  forefaid  prior  and  convent  have  approved,  ratified, 
and  confirmed  the  ..claim  and  poffertion  of  the  faid  John  Part  on,  of,  and  in  the 
advowfon  aforefaid,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  Alfo 
the  title  and  pofTeffion  of  the  faid  Robert  Miller  the  re&or,  of  and  in  the  faid 
church,  faving  always  to  us  and  ourfelves  and  fucceffors  the  yearly  pen- 
fion  of  fix  {hillings  and  eight-pence,  in  the  manner  and  form  aforefaid.  In 
tertimony  of  which,  we  the  forefaia  prior  and  convent,  to  this  our  charter, 
have  fet  our  common  feal. 

The  feal  is  loft,  and  the  date  obliterated. 


o  o 
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N°  XXIII. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  account  of  John  le  Forefler,  mayor  of 
Thetford,  from  the  feaft  of  the  Holy  Trinity  to  the  return  of  the  fame, 
being  the  tenth  of  Edward  III.  1336. 

H  E  expences  of  fending  two  light-horfemen  from  the  town  of  Thet- 
JL  ford  into  the  army,  which  was  to  march  againft  the  Scots  that  year, 
were  inferted  in  the  town  book  of  Thetford,  as  follow  : 


To  two  menchofen  to  go  into  the  army  againft  Scotland 
For  cloth,  and  to  the  taylor  for  making  it  into  two  gowns 
For  two  pairs  of  gloves,  and  a  flick  or  ftaff 
For  two  horfes  -  ... 

For  fhoeing  thofe  horfes  - 

For  repairing  two  faddles  -  ... 

For  one  bridle,  a  girt,  and  two  pairs  of  fpurs 
For  two  pairs  of  boots  for  the  light-horfemen 
For  the  expences  of  the  light-horfemen  on  their  journey 
To  the  officer  under  whofe  command  they  were  to  be  placed 
Expences  of  the  mayor  and  light-horfemen  at  Lenn,  when  the 
men  were  delivered  to  the  officer  ... 

Paid  to  a  lad  for  going  with  the  mayor  to  take  care  of  the 
horfes  -  ..... 

To  the  clerk  of  the  commiffioners  of  array  for  writing  an  in¬ 
denture  -  -  ..... 

The  expences  of  Jeffery  Flahoun  in  going  twice  to  Bury 
Spent  at  the  houfe  of  Adam  le  Taverner  for  wine  and  ale  on 
the  departure  of  the  light-horfemen  - 
To  a  boy  for  a  letter  at  Lenn  - 

To  Peter  Markaunt  and  Adam  le  Taverner,  for  their  expences 
in  going  to  Lenn  -  -  -  -  - 

For  two  other  journies  -  -  ... 

For  a  horfe  to  carry  Richard  Andrew  twice  to  Lenn 
For  a  horfe  to  carry  R-obert  Aleyn  to  ditto 
For  a  horfe  to  carry  Thomas  le  Vaus  another  time 
Alfo  for  a  horfe  to  carry  Walter  Coke 
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Expences  for  the  horfes  of  the  two  light-horfemen  for  four  days 

before  they  departed  -  -  -  o  i  o 

Paid  to  twelve  men  for  going  to  Norwich  in  purfuit  of  feveral 

malefaflors  who  had  committed  divers  offences  in  the  country  012  o 
Paid  to  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Edmund  Bakonnefhorp,  for  coming 

to  arraign  thofe  armed  men,  before  the  feafl  of  All  Saints  010 

6  7  4v 
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N°  XXIV.  p.  21 3. 

% 

rP  H  Y  S  indentur  made  the  xvi  day  of  the  monyth  of  Augnft,  in  the  xxx 
A  yer  of  the  reyng  of  owr  fovereyn  lord  kyng  Henry  the  viijlh,  fupreme 
hed  in  erthe  of  the  churche  of  Englond,  betwen  Jafferey  Alen,  gent,  mayor 
of  the  town  and  borowgh  of  Thettftord,  Symond  Baxfter,  burges,  and  John 
Savage,  chambyrlens,  to  and  for  the  fraternyte  of  own  blyffyd  ladye  feynt 
Marie  in  Thettford  afforefeyd  on  the  on  party  e>  and  John  Clerk,  preft:,  of 
Pottern,  in  the  county  of  Wylfchyre,  on  that  other  partye,  wyttneffyth, 
that  the  feyd  Jafferey  Alen,  Symond  Baxfter,  and  John  Swaye,  with  other 
the  brothern  of  the  feyd  fraternyte,  have  eleft  by  the  order  of  the  funda- 
chon  of  the  fame  the  feyd  John  Clerk,  to  be  hed  preft  in  a  chappell  ther 
duryng  the  tyme  in  the  fame  fundachon  lemetyd.  In  confederachon  wherof 
the  feyd  John  Clerk  wyll  and  grant,  and  by  thefe  prefents  covnantyth  to 
and  with  the  feyd  mayer  and  chambyrlens  and  ther  fucceffors,  to  be  lawfully 
refedent  ther  wythin  the  feyd  chappell  manchon,  as  the  law  and  fundachon 
of  the  fame  will  fuffyr,  ther  to  kepe  dayly  howfhold  by  hymfelf  or  hys  de¬ 
pute,  and  to  bord  the  other  ij  prefts  to  the  feyd  fraternyte  or  chappell  be- 
longyng,  for  thermony,  by  fuche  refonabyll  prifys  as  betwen  them  fhalle  be 
agreyd.  Alfo  the  feyd  John  Clerk  wyll  and  grant  for  as  mocheas  God  hathe 
provydyd  hym  to  be  impotent  and  lame,  to  fynd  an  honeft  preft;  dayly  to 
contenew  in  the  feyd  chappell;  therin  to  dyfcharge  all  hys  dewtys  ordenyd 
by  the  fundachon  of  the  fame,  or  otherwyfe  nat  beyng  abyll  the  fame  to  do 
hymfelf  duryng  the  hole  terme  of  hys  contenewans  ther.  Alfo  the  feyd 
John  Clerk  wylle  and  grant,  and  by  thys  prefent  covnantyth,  that  he  fhalle 
at  hys  propyr  coll  and  charge,  wythin  the  manchon  of  the  feyd  chappell,  or 
another  convenyent  plafe  nye  unto  that  kepe  or  cawfe  to  be  kept  a  free 
gramer  fkole  for  all  the  refyants  or  inhabytants  wythin  the  town  of  Thettford, 
and  that  to  be  daylye  kept  and  contenewyd  by  a  fuffyfchent  gramer  maftyr, 
at  the  provydans  and  charge  of  the  feyd  John, Clerk,  duryng  the  terme  afore- 
feyd.  Alfo  the  feyd  Jafferey,  Symond,  and  John,  wyll  and  grant  for  them 
and  ther  fncceffors,  that  the  feyd  John  Clerk  fhalle  have  the  oqupachon  of 
the  hole  chappell  manfchon,  as  it  ys  adjoynyng  to  the  feyd  chappell,  duryng 
the  terme  abovefeyd,  except  the  gyld  tyme  as  yt  hathe  ben  acoftomyd,  and 
the  howfis  and  chambyrs  nefteffary  for  the  chambyrlens  oqupyeng  in  kepyng 
or  leyeng  up  fuche  thyngs  as  fhal  be  nefteffary  for  the  prefervite  of  the  fame. 
Condyfhynally  that  the  feyd  John  Clerk,  or  hys  depute,  fhalle  in  all  nedefull 
tymys  of  reperachons  ther  to  be  done  delygently,  over  fe  and  provyde  wurke- 
4  men 
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men  in  dew  tyme,  as  by  the  feyd  chambyrlens  and  ther  fucceflors  dial  be 
thowght  expedyent  athys  coft  and  charge,  the  wurkemen  to  be  fund  mete  and 
drynk  the  tyme  of  doyng  of  the  fame  reperachons.  And  the  feyd  mayerancl 
chambyrlens  for  the  tyme  beyng  to  fynd  all  other  maner  of  charges  and  nef- 
felfaryes  in  doyng  the  fame.  Alfo  the  feyd  John  Clerk  flialle  in  no  wyfe  be- 
file  nor  fell  away  any  maner  of  luche  movabyll  goodys  longyng  to  the  feyd 
fraternyte  or  chappell  as  the  fame  John  Clerk  dothe  receyve  into  hys  handys 
or  cuftodye,  by  an  invennetorye  indentyd  made  betwen  hym  on  the  on 
parte,  and  the  feyd  meyer  and  chambyrlens  on  the  other  parte,  but  flialle 
faffelye  leve  and  redelyver  the  fame,  or  the  juft  valew  therof  yf  any  flialle 
want,  into  the  handys  of  the  feyd  mayer  and  chambyrlens  for  the  tyme  beyng, 
at  fuche  tyme  as  the  feyd  John  Clerk  flialle  departe  thysprefent  lyfF,  or  leve 
hys  offyfe  of  the  feyd  lied  preft  by  refynachon  or  other  wyfe.  Alfo  the  feyd 
John  Clerk  in  no  wyfe  flialle  refeyng,  fell,  nor  exchange,  nor  by  no  maner 
of  mene  putte  away  hys  feyd  offyfe,  but  onlye  into  the  handys  of  the  feyd 
mayer  and  fraternyte  for  the  tyme  beyng.  Farder,  the  feyd  mayer  and 
chambyrlens  wyll  and  grant,  and  by  thys  pfent  covnantyth  for  them  and  ther 
fucceflors,  to  yeld  and  pay  to  the  feyd  John  Clerk  yerly  for  hys  levyng,  fex 
poundys,  thurtene  fhellyngys,  and  fowyr  pens,  by  evyn  porchons,  as  yt  hathe 
be  acoftomyd,  hys  dwellyng  as  is  beforefeyd,  with  the  Pond-yerd  and 
Dofl'owfe-yerd,  the  comodytes  and  proffefyghts  to  them  belongyng,  and  alfo 
all  and  fynguler  fuche  proflyghts  and  avantages  as  belongythe  to  the  churche 
or  beneffyfe  of  Santon,  yf  the  kyngs  lawys  wyll  fuffyr  hym  that  to  injoy. 
For  all  and  fynguler  covnants,  grants,  bargcns,  artecules,  and  agrements 
in  thefe  prefents  beffore  compreyfyd  trewly  on  the  partye  of  the  feyd  John 
Clerk,  to  be  holdyn,  obfervyd,  fullefyllyd,  and  kept  the  feyd  John,  with 
ij  fuffyffhent  fewertes,  ftond  and  arnbownd  bothe  joyntlye  and  feverally,  in 
an  oblygachon  of  fortye  powndys,  beryng  date  the  day  of  the  makyng  of 
thefe  prefents.  In  wyttneffe  hereof  eche  partye  of  the  feyd  partyes  to  thefe 
pfents  entyrchangeablye  have  putte  ther  feallys  the  day  and  yer  abovefeyd. 

The  feal  is  loft.  p  me  Johera  Clerk. 


N  n  n 
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HYS  indenture  of  awarde  made  the  ftcnde  daye  of  Maye,  in  the  fyfte 


yere  of  the  reigne  of  ower  fouraigne  lorde  Edwarde  the  fvxte,  by  the 
grace  of  God  of  Ingland,  France,  and  Ireland,  kyng,  defender  of  the  feight, 
and  in  earthe  of  the  churciie  of  Ingland,  and  alfo  of  Yreland  fupfne  hedde. 
By  Sir  Edmnde  Wyndam,  knyght,  Sir  Chriflofer  Heydoh,  knyght,  Thomas. 
Gawdy  and  Rychard  Catlyn,  efquyors,  arbytrators,  indifferently  cleft  and 
chofen  by  Rychard  Fulmerfton  efquyor,  and  the  mayer  and  comynakie  of 
Thetford,  in  the  countie  of  Norfolk.  And  betwyxt  the  fayd  Rychard  Ful¬ 
merfton  on  the  one  parte,  and  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynake  of  Thetford 
on  the  other  parte,  wytneflytli,  that  diverfe  variants,  ftryffes,  contencions,. 
and  debats  have  ryfen,  growen,  and  no  we  be  dcpendyng  betwen  the  faid 
parties,  as  well  for  and  concernyng  the  title  of  certen  londs,  tents,  and 
hereditaments,  lyeng  as  well  in  Croxton  in  the  fayde  countie  of  Norfolk,  as 
in  Thetford  in  the  faid  countie  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  alfo  for  dyverfe 
other  offence,  trefpafs,  wronge,  and  thynge  ;  for  the  appeyfyng  whereof 
the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerflon,  and  the  faid  mayer  and  comynakie,  by  the 
name  of  all  the  inhabytants  of  the  towne  of  Thetford,  comonly  called  or  . 
knowen  by  the  name  of  mayer  and  comynakie,  have  fubmytted  themfelfe  to 
ftande  to  the  awarde,  ordre,  and  arbytrement  of  the  fayd  arbytrators.  And 
for  the  fuer  pformance  therof,  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  by  his  fuffi- 
cient  deade  obligatory,  ffandethe  and  is  bounde  to  Nycholas  Eldred,  John 
Do,  Thorns  Gawfell,  and  John  Gooche,  in  the  fome  of  two  hundrethe 
pownds.  And  the  fayd  Nycholas  Eldred,  John  Doo,  Thomas  Gawfell, 
and  John  Gooche,  ftande  lykewys  bounde  to  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerflon 
in  the  fome  of  two  hundrethe  pownds,  as  by  the  fame  oblygacons  bcryngdate 
the  xxi  daye  of  Marche,  in  the  faid  fyfte  yere  of  the  reigne  of  ower  fayd 
foueraigne  lord  pleynly  apperethe.  The  fayd  Sir  Edmnde  Wyndfrm,  Sir 
Xpofer  Heydon,  Thomas  Hey  Gawdy,  and  Rychard  Catlyn,  takyng  uppon 
them  the  chardge  to  make  an  awarde  and  arbytrement  in  the  pmiffes,  and 
myndyng  and  intendyng  to  ende  and  quyet  the  faid  parties,  and  all  and  fin- 
gler  variance,  contentions,  and  debate  betwyxte  the  fayd  parties,  have 
called  before  them  the  fayd  parties,  and  have  harde  all  ther  allegations  and 
fayenge  that  they  can  or  be  able  to  aledge  and  faye,  and  alfo  have  feen, 
harde,  and  underftonde  fuche  evidence,  declaracons,  and  wrytynge,  as  they 
or  eany  of  them  have  concernyng  the  title,  right,  and  intereff  by  eny  of  the 
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fayd  parties  claymed  or  ptended,  to  the  fayd  londe,  tenements,  and  hcredi« 
laments  in  Croxdon  and  ellefwher,  doo  at  the  fpiall  requeft  and  earned:  de¬ 
fier  of  bothe  the  faid  parties,  make,  yelde,  and  gyve  npp  ther  awarde  and 
arbytrement  concernyng  the  pmyfles,  in  maner  and  forme  folowing,  viz. 

Furde,  the  fayd  Sir  Edmnd  Wyndh.m,  Sir  Xpofer  Heydon,  Thomas 
Gawdy,  and  Rychard  Catlyn,  do  awarde  and  judge,  and  the  faid  mayer 
and  cornynaltie  do  covehnt,  grante,  &  pmytte  for  themfelfs  and  ther  fuccef- 
fors,  to  and  wythe  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerdon,  his  heyers,  and  executors, 
that  he  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerflon,  his  heyers  and  adignes,  fhall  from 
hensforthe  peafebly  and  quyetly  have,  holde,  occupie,  and  enyoie  all  and 
fyngler  the  londs,  tenements,  foulde-courfes,  foldage,  libertyes  of  foulde- 
courfes,  fedynge  for  fliepe,  pofledions  and  hereditaments  in  Croxfion  afore- 
faid,  whyche  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerflon  and  Sir  Wyilm  Fearmer,  knyght, 
or  eyther  of  them  lately  purchafed  of  ower  faid  louraigne  lorde  the  kyng, 
and  alfo  hadde  to  them  and  ther  heyers,  or  to  eyther  of  them  and  his  heyers, 
of  the  gyfte  and  grante  of  ower  faid  fouraigne  lorde  the  kyng,  by  his  letters 
patents  under  the  greate  feale  of  Inglond,  beryng  date  the  xvijth  daye  of 
Maye,  in  the  thredde  yere  of  his  mode  gracious  raigne,  wythoute  let  or 
dydurbance  of  the  faid  mayer  and  cornynaltie,  or  of  eany  of  the  inhabitans 
of  the  fayd  town  of  Thetford.  And  that  the  fayd  mayer  and  cornynaltie, 
and  ther  fucceflors,  fl'.all  from  tyme  to  tyme,  and  all  tymes  wythin  three 
yeres  next  cumyng  after  the  date  hereof,  at  and  uppon  the  reafonable  re- 
qued  of  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerdon,  his  heyers,  executors,  or  adignes, 
and  at  the  only  code  and  chardge  in  the  lawe  of  the  faid  Rychard,  his  exe¬ 
cutors  or  adignes,  make,  do,  and  fuffree  all  and  eny  fuche  reafonable  a<de 
and  a<fls,  thyng  and  thyngs,  that  dial  be  reafonably  devyfed  or  advyfed  by 
the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerdon,  his  heyres,  executors,  or  adignes,  for  the  de* 
termynacon  and  extynguydiement  of  the  right,  tide,  and  intered,  that  they 
or  eany  other  as  feode  to  ther  ufe,  have  or  ptende  to  have,  in  or  to  the 
fame  londs,  tenements,  and  other  the  pmyfles  in  C.roxton,  and  alfo  to  aflure 
the  fame  pmyfles  and  eany  parte  therof,  from  them  and  ther  fuccedors,  to 
the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerdon,  his  heyers  and  adignes,  wythe  warrantie  of 
the  faid  mayer  and  cornynaltie  of  Thetford,  and  ther  fuccedors,  to  the  fayd 
Rychard  Fulmerdon,  his  heyers  and  adignes,  ay  end  them  and  ther  fuccef- 
fors  only;  and  alfo  that  the  fayd  mayer  and  cornynaltie,  or  ther  fuccedors, 
(hall  before  the  feafte  of  the  nativite  of  faynt  John  Baptid  next  cumyng  after 
the  date  hereof,  delyver  or  caufe  to  be  delyvered  unto  the  fayd  Rychard 
Fulmerdon,  all  and  fyngler  fuche  evydence,  dede,  charters,  and  wrytings 
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consnyng  only  the  pmyfies,  that  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte  have  in  ther 
cuftody,  or  that  eany  other  have  to  ther  ufe. 

And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  further  award e,  arbytre  and  judge,  and  the 
fayd  Rychard  Fulmertlon  dothe  covenant  and  grant  for  hymfelf,  to  and  wythe 
the  fayd  mayer  arid  comynaltie,  that  he  the  faid  Richard  fhal),  to  the  belt 
of  his  power,  by  fpeakyng,  intreatyng,  and  raakjmg  of  frcnde,  affyfle, 
helpe,  eyde,  and  furder  the  feyd  meyer  and  comynaltie  to  atteyne  to  them 
and  ther  fucceffors  all  fuche  londe,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  (other 
than  the  pmyffes  lyeing  in  Croxton  aforefayd)  as  be  conteyned  in  the  certi- 
ficat  made  by  the  comyffioners  for  chauntries  remavnyng  of  recorde  in  the 
duchy  chamber,  wyche  were  fumtyme  belongyng  to  the  late  chapell  of  ower 
lady  in  the  Raylie  Ende  in  Thetford  aforefaid,  fo  that  the  feyd  Rychard  Ful«- 
merfton  {hall  not  therby  dyfburfe  eany  fumes  of  money,  ne  be  put  to  eany 
expenfe  for  chargs  in  or  aboute  the  makyng  frends  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid, 
ne  in  or  for  the  atteynyng  or  gettyng  the  faid  londs  and  tenements  to  the  faid 
mayer  and  comynaltie,  as  is  aforefayd,  ne  that  the  fayd  Rychard  fhal  be 
compelled  or  chardged  at  eany  one  tytne  to  travel  1  in  his  owne  pfon  above 
naif  a  myle  from  his  manchon  and  abydyng  place  or  lodgyn,  for  eany  the 
caufes  or  purpofes  aforefayd.  And  alfo  that  he  the  faid  Rychard  final  be 
eydyng,  helpyng,  and  furderyng  to  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie,  and 
ther  fucceffors;  and  alfo  a  meane  at  fuche  tymes  as  the  fayd  Rychard  fhall 
chance  to  be  at  London  or  Weflmynfter,  in  the  company  of  the  kynge’s  at¬ 
torney,  or  wythin  half  a  myle  of  the  fayd  attorney,  to  entreate  the  fame 
kynge’s  attorney,  as  moche  as  he  (hall  or  maye  reafonably  and  convenyently 
well  do,  wythoute  expence  of  money  to  furcefe  and  leve  eany  further  to 
purfewe  and  pfecute  fuche  wrytte  of  quo  warranto,  as  at  thys  daye  is  depend- 
yng  at  the  fute  of  ower  fayd  fouraigne  lord  ayenft  the  faid  mayer  and  comy- 
nalte.  And  that  he  the  fayd  Rychard  fhall  not  by  eany  meanes  hynder  or 
pfecute  eany  hynderance  ayenfl  the  fayde  mayer  and  comynalte,  for  or  con- 
fernyng  the  avoydyng,  undoyng,  or  repelyng  of  the  faid  corpuracon  of  the 
faid  towne  of  Thetford.  And  alfo  the  faid  arbytrators  do  awarde,  judge, 
and  deme,  and  the  faid  Rychard  Ful merfton  dothe  covenante,  grante,  and 
pmytte  for  hymfelf,  his  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  to  and  wythe  the 
faid  mayer  and  comynalte  and  ther  fucceffors,  that  he  the  fayd  Rychard  fhall, 
before  the  fea fie  of  the  Nativite  of  Saynt  John  Baptyfte  next  cumyng,  make 
to  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie,  by  indenture,  to  be  made  at  the  cofls  and 
chardge  of  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie,  betwene  the  fayd  Rychard  on  the 
one  parte,  and  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie  on  the  other  parte,  a  good 
and  lawfull  leafe  of  and  in  the  toll  and  cuflome  of  Thetford  brygge,  -Brandon 
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Brygge,  and  other  places  wyche  the  laid  Rychard  Fulmerfton  hathe  and 
holdethe  in  fearme  of  and  by  the  leas  of  ower  faid  fouraigne  lord,  by  his 
grate  indenture  undre  the  feale  of  his  duchye  of  Lancaftre,  to  have  and  to 
holde  the  fame  cuftomes  and  tolles,  from  the  feafte  of  Saynt  Mychell  th’ 
archangell  next  cumyng  after  the  date  hereof,  unto  the  ende  and  tearme  of 
xviij  yeres  then  next  folowyng,  fully  to  be  coplete  and  ended,  yeldyng  and 
payeng  therfor  yerely,  duryng  the  feyd  tearme,  to  the  laid  Rychard  Ful¬ 
merfton,  his  executors  and  affignes,  viijl.  vjs.  viijd.  to  be  payde  at  the  feafle 
of  the  anunciacon  of  ower  lady  and  Saynt  Michell  th’archangell,  by  even 
porcons,  wythe  a  claufe  to  be  contevned  in  the  faid  indenture  for  non  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  fayd  rent,  that  if  it  fliall  happen  to  be  behynde  and  unpayde  by 
the  fpace  of  xxdayes  next  after  eany  of  the  faid  dayes  of  payment  therof, 
that  then  the  faid  leas  of  the  fayd  tolle  fliall  ceafe  and  be  voyd.  And  alfo  a 
covenant  to  be  conteyned  in  the  fame  indentur,  that  the  faid  Rychard,  his 
executors,  or  affignes,  fliall  fave  harmeles  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte  of 
and  for  all  rente  to  be  payde  duryng  the  fayd  tearme  of  xviij  yeres  to  ower 
fayd  fouraiyne  lord,  his  heyers  or  fucceffors,  for  the  fame  tolles  and 
cuftomes. 

And  the  faid  arbitrators  do  awarde,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the  fayd  mayer 
and  comynalte  do  covenante,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  themfelfs  and  tlier 
fucceffors,  to  and  wythe  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  his  executors  and  ad- 
miniftrators,  that  as  well  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie  as  the  churchewardens 
and  parylheners  of  the  pary flies  of  Saynt  Peter  and  Saynt  Cutbt  in  the  fayd 
towne  of  Thetford,  fliall  releas,  dyfchardge,  and  acquyte  by  tlier  fufficient 
dede  in  the  lawe,  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton  and  his  executors,  of  and  for 
all  the  leade  and  bell  that  he  have  hadde  or  receyved,  that  were  belongyng 
or  eftemed  to  pteyne  to  the  lateTrinite  parylhe  and  Saynt  Nycholas  paryfiie 
wythin  the  faid  town  of  Thetford,  or  to  eany  of  them,  or  to  the  churche- 
wardeynes  or  parylheners  of  any  of  them,  and  of  and  lor  all  maner  of  accons, 
futes,  and  demands  that  they  or  eany  of  them  can,  may,  or  fliall  have,  afke, 
or  demande  of  the  fayd  Rychard,  his  executors,  or  affignes,  for  the  fame 
leade  or  bellys,  or  eany  parte  therof.  And  that  the  laid  Rychard,  at  the  in- 
fealyng  of  thes  pfents,  fliall  in  recompenfe  of  the  fayd  leade  and  bellys,  con¬ 
tent  and  paye  unto  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynaltie  twenty  pownde  of  iawfiill 
money  of  Ynglande. 

And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  further  awarde,  and  the  fayd  parties  do  fully 
agree,  that  the  churche  and  churche  yarde  af  the  late  parylhe  of  Saynt  An- 
drewe  aforefayd,  fliall  lie  and  be  as  coraon  grounde  to  the  hoole  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  towne  of  Thetford,  and.  that  the  hoole  inhabitants  of  the  iayd 
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tovvne  of  Thetford  fhall  have  and  ufe  the  fame  as  comen  and  comen  grounde 
pteynyng  and  belongyng  to  the  fayd  tovvne,  wythoute  let,  trouble,  or  dif- 
tuibance  of  the  faid  Rychardor  his  heyers.  And  that  the  faid  Rychard  or  his 
heyers,  lhall,  at  and  uppori  the  reafonable  requefl  to  him  or  them  made  by 
the  fayd  mayer  and  comynaltie,  make,  do,  and  fuffre  to  be  made,  all  and 
eany  fuche  reafonable  a&e  and  thyng  that  fhal  be  reafonably  devyfed  or  ad- 
vyfed  by  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte  to  make  fure  the  fame  churche  and 
churche  yard  to  the  fayd  maver  and  comynaltie  and  ther  fucceffors,  to  the 
ufes  aforefayd,  at  the  code  and  chardge  in  the  lawe  of  the  faid  mayer  and 
comynalte.  And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  further  avvarde,  ordre,  and  judge, 
and  eany  of  the  fayd  parties  do  fully  grante  and  agree,  for  eany  of  themfelfs, 
to  and  wyth  the  other,  that  the  fayd  Rychard,  his  heyers  and  affignes,  fliall 
from  henfefortlie  have,  holde,  and  enjoye  the  churches  and  churche  yardc 
of  the  Trinite  and  Saynt  Nycholas  aforefaid,  wythoute  let,  didurbance,  or 
contradiccon  of  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte,  or  ther  fucceffors,  or  of  eany 
of  them,  or  of  eany  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towne.  And  that  the  par- 
fon  of  Saynt  Peters  paryfhe  in  Thetford  aforefayd,  and  his  fucceffors,  fliall 
have,  levye,  receyve,  and  take  all  the  tythes  that  do  belonge  and  have  ben 
accuflomed  to  be  payde  to  the  pfon  of  the  fayd  paryfhe  churche  of  Saynt 
Peter,  or  that  ded  belonge  or  was  accuflomed  to  be  payde  to  the  curate  of 
the  late  paryfhe  churche  of  Saynt  Nycholas  in  Thetford  aforefaid,  now  unyted 
and  yoined  to  the  faid  paryfhe  churche  of  Saynt  Petre,  wythout  lett  or  dif- 
turbance  of  the  fayd  Rychard,  or  his  heyers.  And  that  the  curate  of  Saynt 
Cutberte,  wythin  the  fayd  towne  of  Thetford,  and  his  fucceffors,  curate 
there  for  the  tyme  beyng,  fliall  have,  receyve,  levie,  and  enyoie,  all  and 
fingler  tythes  that  belong  and  have  ben  accuflomed  to  be  payde  to  the  cu¬ 
rate  of  the  fayd  paryfhe  churche  of  Saynt  Cutberts  for  the  tyme  beyng. 
And  alfo  all  and  lingier  the  tythes  that  ded  belong  and  were  accuflomed  to  be 
payde  to  the  curate  of  the  late  paryfhe  churches  of  the  Trinite  and  Saynt 
Andrewe  for  the  tyme  beyng,  wythin  the  fayd  towne,  now  united  and  yoined 
to  the  fayd  paryfhe  churche  of  Saynt  Cut'hberr,  wythoute  lett  or  didurbance 
of  the  faid  Rychard,  or  of  his  heyers.  Provyded  that  the  covenants  and 
claufes  before  recited  fliall  not  extende  to  eauy  tythes  that  ded  belong  to  the 
late  abbey  of  monks  of  Thetford,  or  to  the  late  hows  or  pryory  of  the  late 
chanons  ther,  or  to  the  late  hows  or  pryorye  of  the  late  nunns  ther,  or  to 
eany  of  them,  or  to  the  tythes  of  eany  of  the  demeane  lends  of  the  fayd  ab¬ 
bey,  and  other  the  faid  priories,  or  of  eany  of  them  ;  but  that  the  fayd 
Rychard  and  his  heyers,  maye  and  fliall  have  all  the  faid  tythes  lafl  re- 
membred,  in  lyke  maner  as  the  late  priory  and  convent  of  the  fayd  late 
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abbey,  and  the  late  priors  and  chanons  of  the  faid  late  pryory  of  chanons, 
and  the  late  priores  of  nunes  of  the  faid  late  pryory  of  nunes  hadde  and  ded 
enyoie  the  fame,  any  thing  to  fore  recited  to  the  contrary  notwythftandyng. 
And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  alfo  awarde,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the  fayd 
Rychard  Fulmerfton  do  the  covenant,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  hymfelf,  his 
heyers,  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  to  and  wythe  the  faid  mayer  and 
comynalte,  and  ther  fucceftors,  that  he  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  or  his 
heyers,  {hall  before  the  feafte  of  the  Nativite  of  Saynt  John  Baptift  next 
eumyng,  by  indentur  to  be  made  betwyxte  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton  on 
the  one  parte,  and  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte  on  the  other  parte,  at  the 
code  and  chardge  of  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte,  demyfe  and  grante  to 
the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte,  one  fayer  called  Mawdelyn  fayer,  late  be~ 
longyng  to  the  late  hofpitall  of  Mary  Magdalyn  in  the  fayd  towne  of  Thet- 
ford,  to  have  and  enyoie  the  fame  to  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte,  and  ther 
fucceftors,  from  the  feafte  of  Saynt  Mychell  th’archangell  next  eumyng  after 
the  date  hereof,  unto  th’ende  and  tearme  of  xxj  yeres  then  next  folowing,. 
yeldyng  to  the  fayd  Rychard,  and  his  heyers,  one  yerely  rent  of  ten  {hyl- 
lyngs,  to  be  payde  at  the  feafte  of  the  anunciacon  of  ower  lady  and  Saynt 
Mychell  th’archangell,  by  even  porcions,  wythe  other  reafonable  covenants, 
to  be  made  and  covenaunted  on  the  parte  of  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie, 
to  be  conteyned  in  the  fayd  indentur,  that  they  nor  ther  fuccelfors,  or  eany 
of  them,  (hall  not  do  nor  attempt  eany  thyng  or  a<fte  wherby  the  fame  fayre 
{hall  or  mayebe  forfettor  lofte.  And  alfo  that  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton, 
his  heyers  or  affignes,  or  the  fear  mors  of  eany  of  them,  (hall  not  herafter 
feade  or  kepe  wythin  the  felde  of  the  fayd  towne  of  Thetford,  any  other  or 
gretter  numbre  of  lhepe  and  other  cattail  then  the  late  pryors  of  the  late  dyf- 
foived  pryory  of  monks  of  Thetford,  and  the  late  prvors  of  the  late  priory  of 
chan  nous  in  Thetford*  and  the  late  pryoreftes  of  the  late  pryory  of  nunes  of 
Thetford,  ded  feuerally  or  joyntely  feade  and  kepe,  or  ought  to  feade  or 
kepe  joyntelv  or  feuerally  wythin  the  fame  felde.  And  the  fayd  arbytrators 
do  further  awarde,  order,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmer¬ 
fton  dothe  covenaunte,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  hymfelf,  his  heyers,  exe¬ 
cutors,  and  admin iftrators,  to  and  wythe  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie,  that 
the  inhabitants  and  burgefes  dwellynge  wythin  the  fayd  towne  of  Thetford,. 
{hall  have  fedyng,  paftur,  coraon,  and  flaacke,  for  ther  greate  cattail,  and: 
the  greate  cattail  of  eany.  of  them,  in  all  the  layes  and  lynge  of  the  fayd 
Rychard  Fulmerfton,  wythin  the  faid  towne,  in  flic  he  forte,  and  wythe  fuche 
numbre,  as  have  ben  heretofore  accuftomed  and  ufed  lawfully  of  auncyent 
tyme,  to  befedde  and  kept  ther  by  the  faid  inhabitants  and  burgeftes,  ex- 
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cept  in  thre  newe  clofes,  and  eany  parte  therof  made  by  the  laid  Rychard, 
whereof  two  of  them  lie  on  the  fowthe  parte  of  the  mancyon  hows  of  the 
fayd  Rychard  in  Thetford  aforefayd,  and  the  other  lyethe  on  the  northe  fyde 
of  his  fayd  hows,  wyche  fayd  three  clofes  ben  novve  leuerally  inclofed.  And 
that  the  fayd  inhabitants  or  burgefes,  or  eany  of  them,  (hall  not  feade,  kepe, 
or  paftur  ther  greate  cattail,  eyther  in  (hacketyme  or  otherwyfe,  in  eany 
other  place  or  grownds,  but  only  in  fuche  place  and  grownds  as  the  inhaby- 
tants  of  the  fayd  towne  of  Thetford  have  accuftomed  and  ufed  lawfully  in 
auncyent  tyme  to  do.  Except  the  faid  three  clofes,  and  eany  parcell  therof. 
And  alfo  the  fayd  arbitrators  do  awarde,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the  faid 
rnayer  and  corny nalte  do  covenant,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  themfelfs  and 
ther  fuccefl'ors,  to  and  wythe  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  his  heyers,  exe¬ 
cutors,  and  aflignes,  that  the  faid  mayer  and  comynaltie,  or  eany  of  the  co- 
mynalte  or  inhabitans  of  the  faid  towne  of  Thetford,  (hall  not  hereafter  wyl- 
lynglv  fede,  kepe,  paflure,  or  putt  ther,  greate  cattail,  or  the  greate  cattail 
of  eany  of  them,  in  eany  other  grownde  or  place,  *  nor  in  eany  other  maner 
then  is  before  appointed  for  them  to  do,  nor  {hall  not  kepe,  paftur,  and  feade 
uppon  the  fayd  grownde,  eany  greater  numbre  of  greate  cattail  then  they 
have  ufed  and  accuftomed  of  auncient  tyme  to  paftur,  kepe,  and  feade  ther. 
And  alfo  that  the  waye  lyeng  by  the  fayd  hows  of  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmer- 
ftcn,  called  Beryweye,  (hall  lye  open  or  be  inclofed  wythe  gates,  hedges, 
or  otherwys,  as  it  Ihall  pleafe  and  lyke  the  fayd  Rychard,  his  heyers  or  exe¬ 
cutors,  wythoute  eany  let,  trouble,  or  difturbance  of  the  fayd  mayer  and 
comynalte,  or  eany  of  the  fame  comynaltie  or  inhabytants  of  the  fayd  towne. 
And  if  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  his  heyers  or  executors,  (hall  hereafter 
inclofe  the  fayd  weye  called  Buryweye,  ledyng  by  his  fayd  hows,  then  the 
fayd  arbytrators  do  awarde,  ordre,  and  judge,  and  the  faid  Richard  Fulmer¬ 
fton  do  the  covenaunte,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  hymfelf,  his  heyers  and  exe¬ 
cutors,  to  and  wythe  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte  and  ther  fuccefl'ors,  that 
he  the  fayd  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  his  heyers  or  executors,  (hall  from  tyme  to 
tyme,  as  often  as  nede  (hall  require,  make  and  amende  the  weye  that  ledythe 
from  the  corner  of  the  clos,  on  the  north  fyde  of  the  hows  of  the  faid  Ry¬ 
chard  in  Thetford  aforefaid,  to  the  late  nunes  brydge,  fuflicient  and  conve¬ 
nient  for  horfe  and  carte,  at  his  or  ther  owne  p>pre  cofte  and  chardge.  And 
the  fayd  arbytrators  do  awarde,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the  fayd  Rychard 
Fulmerfton  dothe  covenaunt,  grante,  and  pmytte,  for  hymfelf,  his  heyers, 
executors,  and  adminiftrators,  that  he  the  faid  Rychard,  or  his  heyers,  (hall, 
before  the  feafte  of  All  Saynts  next  cumyng  after  the  date  hereof,  at  the 
cofte  and  chardge  of  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte  and  ther  fuccefl'ors,  to 
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fyinple.  of  and  in  the  twoo  medowes  lyeng  in  Thetford,  in  .the  fayd  countie 
of  Norfolk,  betvven  the  bfydpe  in  Thetford  called  the  Nunes  brypgs,  in  re- 
compenfe  of  the  newe  inclofynge  of  the  clos  of  tlye  fayd  Rychard  before  his 
faid  hows,  and  of  the  fayd  wey  called  Burywey,  as  fLial  be  reafonably  devyled 
by  the  lerned  counfell  of  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte. 

And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  further  awarde,  judge,  and  deme,  and  the 
faid  mayer  and  comynalte  do  covenaunte,  grante,  and  gmytte,  for  thcmfelfs 
and  ther  focceffors,  ‘to  and  wythe  the  faid  Richard  Fulmerfton,  his  heyers  and 
executors,  that  the  fame  mayer  and  comynalte,  and  ther  fucceftors,  fhall 
before  the  fayd  feafte  of  All  Saynts  next  cumyng  after  the  date  hereof,  make 
to  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  or  his  heyers,  fuche  lawfull  a  flu  range  and 
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conveyance  in  the  lawe  in  fee  lymple  of  and  in  the  medowe  or  maryfhe 
grounde  lyeng  in  Thetford,  wythin  the  faid  countie  of  Buffollc,  on  the  back 
fyde  of  the  Aldercarr  of  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  as  fhal  be  reafonably 
devyfed  by  the  faid  Rychard,  his  heyers  or  afiignes,  at  his  or  ther  cofte  and 
chardge  in  the  lawe.  And  the  fayd  arbytrators  do  awarde,  judge,  and 
deme,  that  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte,  or  ther  fucceftors,  fhall  before, 
the  faidifeafte  of  All  Saynts. nex-t  cumyng  after  the  date  hereof,  delyver  unto 
the  fayd  Rychard,  his  heyers,  executors,  or  afiignes^  ^11  jmd,,,fyngler  fuche 
evidence,  deedes,  charters,  and  wrytynge,  as  they  or  eany  of  them  have, 
concemyng  only  the  fayd  medowe  or  maryfhe  grounde  lyeng  on  the  backe- 
fyde  of  the  fayd  Aldercarr.  And  alfo  that  the  fayde  Rychard,  his  heyers, 
executors,  or  afiignes,  fhall  before  the  fayd  feafte  of  All  Seynts  next  cumyng, 
delyver  or  caufe  to'1  be  delyvered  to  the  fayd  mayer  and  comynalte,  or  one  of 
them,  all  and  eany  fuche  evidence,  deade,  charters,  and  wrytynge,  as  he 
hathe  confernyng  only  the  fayd  twoo  parcells  of  medowe  lieng  betwyxte  the 
faid  brydge.  And  alfo  that  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton  fhall  releas  to  the 
faid  mayer  and  comynalte,  all  maner  of  tr-efpafe,  bateris,  and  affawte,  and 
to  eany  one  of  the  fayd  comynalte  ;  and  lykeways  the  laid  mayer  and  comy- 
naltie  fhall  releas  to  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  all  maner  of  trefpafe,  ba- 
terys,  and  affawte  done  to  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte.  And  the  fayd 
Rychard  Fulmerfton,  by  the  awarde  of  the  arbytrators  afo refay d,  do  by  thes 
pfents  gyve  and  grante  to  the  faid  mayer  and  comynalte,  all  the  tymber  and 
Rones  nowe  ftandyng  and  beyng  uppon  the  faid  late  churche  of  Saynt  Ny- 
cholas  aforefaid,  or  uppon  the  foyle  or  place  wher  the  faid  late  churche  ded 
ftande.  And  the  faid  Rychard  do  alfo  grante  by  thes  pfents,  to  the  faid 
mayer  and  comynalte  by  the  awarde  of  the  faid  arbytrators,  free  egres  and 
regres  in  and  to  the  faid  late  churche  of  Saynt  Nycholas,  aad  foyle,  wher 
v  »rr  O  o  o  the 
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the  faid  late  churche  of  Saynt  Nycholas  dyd  ftonde,  to  fetclie,  take,  and 
eary  awey  the  faid  (tones  and  tymber,  at  eany  tyme  or  tymes  wythin  one 
yere  next  enfewyng  after  the  date  hereof.  In  wytnes  whereof  to  one  parte 
of  thes  pfent  indentors  of  awarde  remaynyng  wythe  the  fayd  mayer  and 
comynalte,  as  well  the  faid  arbytrators  as  the  faid  Rychard  Fulmerfton,  have 
fett  ther  feales,  and  to  the  other  parte  of  the  faid  indentur  remaynyng  wythe 
the  faid  R.ychard  Fulmerfton,  as  well  the  faid  arbytrators  as  the  fayd  mayer 
and  comynalte,  have  fett  ther  feales  j  yeven  the  daye  and  yere  furfte  above 
remembred. 

Edmud  Wyndam.  Xpofer  Thomas  Gavdy. 

Heydon. 

Ry . .  .  .  e.  Ric  .  .  . 

All  the  feals  loft  except  part  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Heydon’s. 

■+  '■  -*  *  ‘  *  y  '  "  *  s. 

Indorfed. 

MS  the  xx1  wythin  wreten  is  payde  to  the  mayer 
and  comynalte,  at  the  tyme  of  th’enfealynge  hereof, 
accordyng  to  the  tenor  of  this  award. 

M  Nycholas  Eylderd. 

John  Goche,  grome  of  ye  kynge  chabur. 
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N°  XXVII.  p.  235. 

NOVER.INT  univerfi  quod  cum  quedam  contentio  ct  difcordia  aftenm 
mote  fuiffent  inter  religiofos  viros  priorem  de  Bromhille,  et  ejufdem 
loci  canonicos  et  predeceffcres  fuos  ex  una  parte,  et  majorem,  burgenfes, 
tenentes,  mercatores,  et  refidentes  de  ThetfFordia  ex  altera,  de  theolonio,  pi- 
cagio  et  Itallagio  nundinarum  predi&orum  prioris  et  canonicoru  apud  Bronv 
hille  concorda  fub  hac  forma,  videlt,  quod  predifti  major, 

burgenfes,  mercatores,  tenentes,  et  refidentes,  de  ThefFord  ad  nundinas 
predi£tas  in  vigilia,  et  in  fedo  tranflationis  fanfti  Thome  Martiris  cum  mer- 
candizis  fuis  accedentes,  concedunt  fe,  heredes  et  adignatos  fuos  teneri  et 
obligatos  effe  pdi&is  priori  et  canonicis  et  fuccefforibus  fuis  in  otffodecim  de- 
narijs  argenti  annui  redditus  pro  pdi&is  picagio,  theoloneo,  et  dallagio, 
in  nundinis  pdi&is  ;  folvendis  eifdem  ahuatim  in  pdidto  fedo  ad  horam  diei 
tertiam.  Et  fi  contingat  eos  in  folucione  di<di  argenti  hora  pdi&a  deficere,  ex 
tunc  liceat  ditdis  priori  &  canonicis  et  fuccefforibus  fuis,  ipfos  burgenfes,  te¬ 
nentes,  et  mercatores  in  nundinis  pdiftis  exiftentes  in  bothis  vel  feldis*  fuis 
diftringere,  pro  pdi&is  theolonio,  picagio,  et  hall  agio,  fecundum  confuetu- 
dines  nundinarum  prediflarum,  videlt  pro  uno  denario  pro  quolibet  botho  & 
felda  in  nundinis  pdi&is  pofito,  et  pdi&as  dedri&iones  retinere,  fi  non  folvant 
pdi&os  oflodecim  denarios  die  fedivitatis  pdi<di ;  et  fi  folvant,  ex  tunc  fint 
quieti  de  pdiffis  theolonio,  picagio,  et  dallagio,  ficut  pdi&um  ed.  Conce¬ 
dunt  etiam  pdifti  major,  burgenfes,  et  tenentes  mercatores,  quod  recipiant 
placias  pro  bothis  vel  feldis  fuis  ponendis,  ex  deliberatione  pdifloru  prioris, 
canonicorum,  et  fuccefforum  fuorum,  vel  ballivorum  fuoru,  et  hoc  in  loco 
vacuo  et  non  ab  alijs  capto,  quandocunq*  venerint  ad  pdcas  placias  fuas  ca- 
piendas.  Et  fi  contingat  aliquem  de  villa  de  ThefFord  aliquem  alium  de 
loco  fuo  per  pdifhim  priorem  vel  ballivum  fuum  tradito  et  liberato,  quo- 
quo  modo  deponere,  feu  extrahere,  ex  tunc  liceat  priori,  canonicis  et  fuc¬ 
cefforibus  fuis  pdiftis  per  fe  vel  ballivos  fuos  ipfos  burgenfes  mercatores  in 
nundinis  pdiftis  exidentes  ad  feftara  partis  depofiti  conquerentis  didringere, 
et  illas  didri&iones  retinere  quoufque  de  dampnis,  fecundum  confuetudinem 
juris  adjudicatis  tarn  pdiffis  priori  et  canonicis  et  fuccefforibus  fuis,  quam 
pdiflo  conquerenti  fuerint  fatisfaftum.  Concedunt  etiam  pdidli  major,  bur¬ 
genfes  &  tenentes  mercatores  nundinis  pdi&is  exidentes  pro  fe,  heredibus  et 
affignatis  fuis,  quod  non  advocabunt  aliquos  extraneos,  nec  alienas  mercan- 
difas  in  bothis  vel  feldis  fuis  capiant,  nifi  feipfos  et  mercandifas  fuas  pro- 
prias,  in  nundinis  prediftis.  Et  fi  invenient  aliquos  alios,  vel  mercandifas 

*  Booths  or  flails. 
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alioram  advocare,  et  pdidlos  priorem  et  canonicos  et  fuccefibres  fuos  de  pro* 
ficuo  fuo  in  pdiftis  nundinis  impedire,  vel  perturbare,  ad  dampna  ipforum  ; 
ex  tunc  liccat  eifdem  priori,  canonicis,  et  fucceftoribus  fuis,  ipfos  fie  impe- 
dientes  diftringere,  et  diftriftiones  abducere,  afportare,  et  retinere,  quoufque 
de  dampnis  fecundum  quod  invenietur  eifdem  rationabiliter  fatisfaftum  fue- 
rint.  Ad  iftas  conventiones  fideliter  et  firraiter  tenend’  &  obfervand’  in  ora* 

t  f 

nibus  ficut  prediftum  eft,  predifti  major,  burgenfes,  tenentes,  et  refid  entes 
mercatores  obligant  fe,  heredes  et  affig-natos  files  imperpetuum.  Et  predifti-' 
prior,  canonici,  et  fucceftores  fui  concedunt,  remittunt,  et  quietum  clamant, 
eifdem  majori,  burgenfibus,  et  tenentibus  mercatoribus,  beredibus,  et  affigna- 
tis  fuis,  omnimodas  aftiones  theolonei,  picagij,  et  ftallagij  in  forma  pre- 
difta  imperpetuum.  In  cujus  rei  teftimonium  uni  parti,  iftius  indenture, 
remanent i  penes  prediftos  majorem  et  burgenfes  pdifti  prior  et  canonici  ii-r 
vftjum  coniune  domus  fue  appofuerunt.  Et  alteri  parti  iftius  indenture,  rew: 
.iienti  penes  prediftos  priorem  et  canonicos  figiUum  comune  burgcnfium  de 
.eiTord  eft.  appofitum.  Data  in  prioratu  de  Bromhille  die  dominica  in  fefto 
tranflationis  fan  ft  i  Thome  Martiris.  anno  dm  millefimo  trecentefimo  tricefima 
psimo  i  et  anno  regni  rcgis  Edwardi  tertij  poft  conqueftum  quinto. 
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PLEASE  it  your  good  mayfterfhyp  for  to  have  in  conufaunz  that  it 
hath  ben  of  olde  tyme  accuftomed  for  to  have  the  lete  in  Thetford  be¬ 
fore  the  fefte  of  the  tranflacon  of  Seynt  Thomas  the  martyr,  to  that  entente 
that  the  newe  meyr  may  take  hys  charge  before  the  feyd  fefte,  becaufo  of  the 
meyr  hys  rydynge  to  Bromehill  feyer,  the  whyche  hath  alfo  of  olde  tyme  ben 
ufod.  Wherfore  I  defyre  your  mayfterfhyp  that  he  wull  diredte  a  pmunire 
facias  unto  the  baylyf  of  the  toun  of  Thetford,  under  your  feale,  for  to  do 
warne  the  feyd  lete  ageynfl  the  Thorefday  next  before  the  feyd  fefte  of  Seynt- 
Thomas,  acordynge  to  the  ^pclamacon,  the  whyche  I  have  don  made  under 
your  fupportacon  and  rpteccon,  for  to  warne  the  lete  ageynfl;  the  feyd' 
Thoryfday.  At  the  whyche  day  I  befeche  your  mayfterfhyp  for  to  be  at  the 
feyd  lete  in  your  fppr  pfone,  that  I  whyche  am  chofen  for  to  be  meyr  the 
nextc  yeer  may  take  my  charge  of  you,  for  the  whyche  offyce  my  dewte  is  for’ 
to  fytte  in  ea-ny  courte  in  the  yeer,  as  weell  in  the  market  courtes,  as  in  the 
generalie  courtes.  Wherfore  if  it  be  pleafier  to  your  good  mayfterfhyp,  T 
defyr  for  to  holde  the  courtes  >and  letes  be  your  commaundement  and  under  - 
your  fuppprtacon  and  correccon,  lykewyfe  as  I  have  wry  ten  to  your  may  fler— 
fhyp  before  thys  tyme.  And  if  it  pleafe  you  that  I  may  ocupye  under  your- 
mayfterfhyp  at  Thetford,  Methewolde  and  Helgey,  lyke  as  I  have  don  be¬ 
fore  tyme,  in  good  feyth  I  fhaH  do  fo  my  diligenz,  that  your  mayfterfhyp  - 
fhall  be  pleafed  I  trull  to  God  who  have  you  in  kepynge. 

Be  your  fubjedt  William  Brygges  of  Thetford,  gentilman,  neulyv 
chofen  for  to  be  meyr. 

The  letter  is  fupfcribed,  ■ 1 

To  my  ryght  Rev’end  and  Wurfhypfuil  mayfler  Lumitnor,  Under  Styward  i 
of  the  Duche  of.  Lancafter. . 

■  *.  *  f  *  •  * . 

•  •  ~i  'I  V.'  :f  i  t 
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Ex  bundello  brevium  regis  de  anno  primo  Edwardi^uarti. 

ED  WARDUS  dei  gratia  rex  Anglie  &  Francie  et  <tno  Hibernie  Witio 
Smythe  de  Thetford  falutem  •,  volentes  certis  de  caufis  certiorari  fuj> 
tenorein  facramenti  quod  ille  qui  in  majorem  ville  pdide  £  tempe  eledus 
fuerit  facere  debet  et  folet,  tibi  pcipimus  qd  tenorem  predidum  nobis  in 
cancellariam  nram  Tub  figillo  tuo  dillinde  et  apperte  fine  dilacione  mittas  et 
hoc  breve.  Tefte  meipfo  apud  Wefim’  decimo  die  Junij  anno  regni  noftri 
primo. 

Certificatio  five  refponfio  infra  noiati  Willi  Smythe  patet  in  quadam  fce- 
dula  huic  brevi  confuta,  prout  iftud  breve  in  fe  exigit  &  requirit. 

The  mayor’s  oath. 

Ego  Witt*  Smyth  in  breve  huic  fcedule  confute  noiatus  illuftriflimo  prin- 
cipi  et  dno  Edwardo  regi  Anglie  et  Francie,  et  dno  Hibernie  in  cancellariam 
fuam  indilate  certifico  facramentum  illud  de  quo  in  breve  pdido  fit  mentio  a 
tempore  de  quo  non  exiftat  memoria  de  majore  ville  pdide  de  terope  exifiente 
captum  in  hec  verba.  Thovv  (halt  dule  and  trewle  exercife  and  occupie  the 
office  of  mayraltie  of  the  townffiippe  of  Thetford  for  this  yere  comynge, 
that  is  to  underftand,  all  comiffions  pravefeall,  and  all  other  maner  of 
precepts  that  ffiall  be  dire&ed  unto  you  in  the  kynge’s  name  ye  (hall 
obeye  and  execute  as  the  lawe  requiere  the  ;  ferthermore  ye  ffiall  fe  that 
the  peafife  kepee  within  the  faid  tovvne,  and  all  manner  of  riotts,  aflembles, 
gaderings,  and  confederaces  agayne  the  peace  ye  (hall  corred  and  put 
them  to  dures  accordinge  to  the  lawe  ;  and  alfo  all  manner,  of  artificers  and 
vidulers  that  mifufe  theire  craftes  and  there  occupacyon  in  any  maner  of 
degree,  of  what  condition  fo  they  be  to  reforme  them  and  put  them  to  due 
corredion  as  the  law  requiereth,  and  all  other  maner  of  charges  that  be  per- 
teyninge  unto  your  office  to  obferve,  execute,  and  performe,  as  ufage  and 
ouffiome  hathe  be  in  olde  tyme. 

ExaminaF  et  convenit  cu  recordo, 

T.  Helieage* 
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HENRY  the  viijth  by  the  grace  of  God  kyng  of  Englond  and  of 
France,  defender  of  the  fey  the  and  lord  of  Irlond,  to  our  trudy  and 
well  beloved  Sir  Thomas  Boleyn,  knyght,  vifcount  RochefFord,  duard  of 
our  poiTeffions  parcell  of  our  duchie  of  Lancader,  in  our  countie  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  Suffolk,  and  Gant,  and  to  hys  deputie  duard  there  William 
Wotton,  oone  of  our  barons  of  our  Exchequer  at  Wedminder,  William 
Elys  another  of  our  barons  of  our  faide  Exchequer,  William  Walwyn  our 
auditor  of  our  poiTeffions  parcell  of  our  duchie  of  Lancader  in  the  north  par¬ 
ties,  Edward  Payton,  fquier,  receivor  of  our  faied  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suf¬ 
folk,  and  Cant,  Robert  Hennege  oone  of  our  auditours,  John  Judy 
mayr  of  our  towne  of  Thetford,  and  Geffrey  Aleyn,  and  to  every  of  theym, 
greting  :  Wheras  we  be  credibly  enformed  that  our  towne  and  lordfhipe  of 
Thetford,  parcell  of  our  duchie  of  Lancafter  in  our  county  of  Norfolk,  ys 
in  great  ruyne  and  decaye,  by  reafon  that  divers  howfes  within  the  fame 
towne  ben  willfully  let  fall  downe,  the  frefhe  ryver  running  to  the  fame 
towne,  whereby  our  tenants  and  inhabitants  ther  Ihuld  be  moche  releved, 
flopped,  turned,  and  apayred  ;  and  alfo  divers  other  incroachments  ben 
lately  made  upon  our  poiTeffions  ther,  and  walls,  and  withdrawings,  and 
concelements  of  our  rents  and  fervices  within  the  fame.  And  oyer  that,  di¬ 
vers  our  fubjefts  daymen  and  ptended  to  have  within  our  faied  towne,  retorna 
brevium,  leets,  and  other  liberties,  whereby  not  only  the  good  avauncement 
of  jullice  is  letted  and  intercepted,  our  fubjetts  there  inhabited  greatly  mo- 
Ielled  and  inquieted,  but  alfo  our  rents,  wayfes,  drays,  and  other  cafualtyes 
and  profits  to  us  ryghtfully  due  ben  from  us  conceled,  withholden,  and 
withdrawen,  not  only  to  our  great  damage  and  dyfheryfon,  but  alfo  to  the 
great  moleftacon  and  inquietans  of  our  tenaunts  and  inhabitaunts  of  our  faid 
towne,  as  in  the  faid  enformacon  hereunto  anexed  appererhe  mor  at  large. 
We  therefore  principally  intendyng  the  avauncement  of  jullice,  and  the 
rellfulnes  of  our  faid  fubjefls,  trullyng  in  your  fidelities  and  difcrecions,  woll 
and  defir  you,  vj,  v,  iiij,  or  iij  of  you  at  led,  wherof  the  faied  William  Wot¬ 
ton,  William  Elys,  William  Walwayn,  and  Jlobert  Henege  be  oone,  at  con- 
venyent  tyme  by  you  to  be  lymit,  ye  do  prepar  yourfelf  to  our  faied  towne 
and  lordlhipe,  and  than  and  ther  callyng  bifor  you  fuche  perfones-  as 
ye  lhall  deme  indifferent,  as  well  by  viewe,  enquer,  othe,  witneffe,  evidences, 
and  by  all  other  weys  and  meanes  that  ye  can,  do  enquer  of  the  faid  decayee 
of  howfes  and  ryver,  withdrawing  of  our  rents,  fervices,  and  cafualties,  the 
1  value 
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value  and  certentie  “of  the  fame^encrdchements  of  our  poffeflions,  and  the 
names  of  the  offenders  in  any  of  the  premyffes,  and  alfo  of  fuche  perfons  as 
do  ufen  or  clayme  any  manner  of. liberties  within  our  faid  towne  and  lordfhipe, 
the  nature  of  the  fame  liberties,  and  by  what  title  they  clayme  theym,  what 
yerely  value  the  places  walled  be  worthe,  and  what  yerely  rents  and  fervice 
they  yelded  unto  . us  bifor  the  decayes  thereof,  and  by  whom  any  rents  or  fer- 
•vices  bewithdrawen  or  conceled,  together  with  all  manner  of  decays  of  howfes, 
of  husbandry,  and  enclofurs  lately  ther  made  within  our  faied  townefhipe, 
and  of  all  and  fyngler  other  thyngs  that  be  myfufed  within  our  faied  towne 
and  lordfhipe,  wherby  hereafter  we  may  beendamagyd  or  dyfherited,  or  our 
faied  tenaunts  and  inhabitaunts  of  the  fame,  contrary  to  juflice  and  our  lawes 
enquieted  or  molefted,  fo  that  thoroff,  and  of  all  other  the  premyffes  byyour 
wyfdomes  and  meanes,  we  may  be  acertayned,  and  what  ye  fhall  perfeive 
and  underftond  in  the  pmyffes,  we  woll  and  defir  you,  that  ye  by  your 
writyng.undir  your  deals,  with  thies  our  letters  and  bills,  ye  do  certifie  our 
•chancellor  and. counfell  of  our  faied  duchiq,  at  our  paloys  of  Weftminfler,  in 
the  fefte  of  Saint  Mighell  tharch  next  comyng,  not  fayling  heroff,  as  we  truft 
you.  Yeven  at  our  faied  paloys  undir  our  feale  of  our  faied  duchie,  the  xv.ith 
day  of  Februarij,  the  xviijth  yer  of  our  reigne. 
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EN11Y  theviijth  by  the  grace  of  God  kyng  of  Englond  and  of  Fraunce, 
defender  of  the  feythe  and  lord  of  Irlond,  to  the  mayr,  burgefes,  and 
Coi'altie  of  our  towne  of  Thetford,  parcel  1  of  our  duchy e  of  Lancaftre  in  out- 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  to  every  of  theym,  gretyng.  Wher  hertefor  diverfe 
diicords  and  variaunce,  as  well  of  and  for  the  yerely  ele&ion  of  the  mayr  of 
our  faied  towne,  as  alfo  upon  divers  other  caufes,  hathe  ben  moved  among 
you,  to  the  gret  inquietacon  of  our  fubjefts  and  inhabitaunts  in  the  fame,  and 
for  redreffe  and  order  therin,  we  of  late  dyreflyd  our  comyffyon  to  our  truffy 
and  ryght  well  belovyd  Thomas  Audely,  fquier,  than  our  attorney  general! 
of  our  duchye  of  Lancafter,  and  now  fpeker  of  our  parlament  and  our  fer- 
jeaunt  at  the  lawe  ;  and  to  Thomas  Bonham,  fquier,  our  generall  receyver 
of  our  faied  duche,  and  Humphrey  Wyngfeld,  fquier,  whiche  our  fayed 
cornyffyoners  have  made  certificat  to  us,  and  to  our  chauncellor  and  counfell 
of  our  fayed  duchie,  that  they  accordyng  to  our  fayed  comyffyon  have  been 
at  our  fayed  towne  for  the  fayed  caufe,  and  ther  have  had  the  mayr,  burgefes, 
and  rnoft  part  of  the  mod  honefte  perfounes,  comcners,  and  inhabitaunts  of  our 
fayed  towne  bifor  theym.  And  upon  all  the  fayed  matters  and  caufes  of  va- 
riaunces  by  theym  well  herd,  and  bifor  theym  at  lenght  debatyd,  the  fame 
our  fayed  cornyffyoners  than  and  ther  by  the  affent  and  agreement  of  the  fayed 
mayr,  burgefes,  and  comeners  of  the  fayed  towne,  for  the  continual  avaunce- 
ment  of  the  cpmen  welthe  of  the  fame,  and  for  repreffe  of  the  fayed  vari- 
aunces,  have  made  divers  ordynaunces  of  and  upon  the  premyffes,  the  tenur 
wherof  hereafter  enfuythe.  Wher  gret  variaunce  was  rnovyd  bittwene 
divers  of  the  burgeffes  of  the  towne  of  Thetforthe,  parcell  of  the  duchye  of 
Lancafler  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  divers  of  the  comyners  of  the  fayed 
towne,  for  and  concernyng  the  ele&ion  of  the  mayr  of  the  fayed  towne, 
and  lyke  variaunce  hertofor  hathe  comenly  and  yerely  be  rnovyd  within  the 
fayed  towne  for  ele&ion  of  the  mayr  of  the  fame,  to  the  gret  lett  of  the  good 
rule  and  avauneement  of  juflice  within  the  fayed  towne,  for  the  repreffe  and 
determynacion  of  all  fuche  variaunces,  and  for  a  pleyn  declaracion  in  what 
wyfc  heraftir  the  mayr  of  the  faid  towne  (hall  be  yerely  chofen,  that  ys  or- 
deyned  and  eftablifhed  by  Thomas  Audely  general  attorney  to  the  kyng's 
hygnes  of  his  fayed  duchye,  Thomas  Bonham  general  receyver  of  the  fame 
duchie,  and  Humphrey  Wyngfeld,  efquier,  beyng  of  counfell  in  the  fayed 
duchie,  cornyffyoners  affyned  for  examynacion  of  the  fayed  variaunce  by  af¬ 
fent  of  the  mayr  nowe  beyng,  and  the  burgeffes  and  comyners  of  the  fame 
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towne,  affembled  in  the  Guylde  Halle  of  the  fayed  towne,  the  xxviiith  day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  xxiii  yere  of  our  foveraygn  lord  kyog  Henry  the  viijth,  in 
maner  and  forme  heraftir  enfuyng ;  fird,  wher  at  thys  pfent  tyme  ther  ys  a 
meyer  eled,  yt  was  fully  agreed  that  he  fhuld  exercyfe  the  office  ofmayraltie 
unto  the  day  accudumed  for  the  newe  eledion  of  a  rnayr,  and  that  the  bur- 
gefes  and  comyners  ffiuld  fo  accept  hym,  love  and  favor  hym,  and  ufe  fuche 
affidens  and  good  obedyens  towards  hym,  as  apperteynithe  and  as  bathe  be 
accudumed  in  that  behalf.  Item,  wher  ther  ys  nowe  at  thys  pfent  tyme  a 
mayr  and  viij  burgeffes  lyvyng  ;  yt  ys  ordered,  that  from  henceforthe  ther 
ffiall  be  alwayes  a  mayr  and  x  burgeffes,  and  by  caufe  ther  lakkythe  ij  to 
make  up  the  noumber  of  x  burgefles,  yt  ys  agreed  that  at  thys  pfent  tyme 
the  mayr  and  hys  brethern,  being  nowe  burgefes,  ffiall  chofe  oone,  and  the 
comyners  an  other  ;  wherupon  the  mayr  and  hys  brethern  forthwith  chofe 
Richard  Cokerell,  and  the  comyners  chofe  Thomas  Burton.  Item,  that 
the  day  of  eledion  of  the  mayr  ffiall  be  yerely  upon  the  Friday  next  bifor  Pen- 
tecod,  whiche  ys  and  always  bathe  been  the  day  hertofor  accuhumed,  except 
the  mayr  elede  happen  to  decelfe  a  for  the  fayed  day  of  eledion  accullumed, 
and  then  the  election  of  a  newe  mayr  to  be  at  fuche  day  as  Ihal  be  appoynted 
by  the  mod  part  of  the  burgeffes  in  maner  and  forme  hertofor  declared. 
Item,  at  the  day  of  eledion  the  mayr,  deward,  and  coroner  ffiall  name  and 
chofe  xxx  of  the  comyners  of  the  fayed  towne,  fuche  as  they  ffialle  thinke 
the  bed  and  mod  difcrete  torpcede  in  the  election  of  a  mayr.  Item,  aftirthe 
fayed  xxx  named  and  chofen,  then  the  old  mayr  ffiall  name  oone  of  the 
noumber  of  the  fayed  x  burgefes,  and  the  fayed  burgefes  ffiall  name  another 
of  theymfelfs,  and  the  fayed  xxx,  in  the  name  of  all  the  comyners,  ffiall 
name  a  thirde  of  the  noumber  of  the  fayed  x  burgeffes,  and  the  names  of 
thes  three  of  the  fayed  burgeffes  thus  named,  ffiall  be  written  in  a  paper,  and 
then  the  fayed  xxx,  with  the  old  mayr  and  refidue  of  the  fayed  burgeffes, 
ffiall  take  their  othe  bifor  the  duard,  that  they  without  favor,  affeccyon, 
parcialite,  or  corrupcyon,  ffiall  name  and  chofe  oone  of  the  fayed  iij  to  be 
mayr,  fuche  as  they  ffiall  thynke  in  theyr  confciens  to  be  able  and  difcrete 
to  ferve  the  kyng  in  the  fayd  office,  and  aftir  that  othe  every  of  theym  ffiall 
give  hys  voyfe  fecretly  to  the  duard  or  his  deputie,  in  the  pfens  of  the  old 
mayr,  to  fuch  of  the  fayed  iij  burgeffes  as  he  thynkythe  ffiuld  be  mod  abled 
to  be  mayr,  as  hathe  be  accudumed  in  that  behalf.  Item,  that  none  ffiall 
be  in  the  eledion  to  be  mayr,  nor  be  eled  mayr,  except  he  be  oone  of  the 
fayed  noumber  of  the  x  burgeffes,  and  yf  ther  lake  of  the  fayed  noumber 
than  at  the  day  of  eledion  bifor  any  eledion  ffial  be  of  the  mayr,  yt  ys  or¬ 
dered  that  the  old  mayr  and  hys  brethern,  the  burgeffes  then  lyvyng,  with  the 
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xxx  comyners  to  bs  named  and  chofen  by  the  old  mayr,  {luard,  and  coroner, 
as  ys  aforfayed,  dial  be  fworne  bifor  the  (luard  or  hys  deputye,  to  chufe 
and  name  (b  many  burgeffes  of  the  comyners  of  the  fayed  towne  as  (hall  lake 
of  the  fayed  number  of  x  burgeffes,  and  that  they  (hall  chofe.fuch  as  they 
(hall  thynke  in  their  confciens  to  be  mod  ableft,  wyfefl,  and  mod  dyfcreteft 
to  exercyfe  the  fayed  rome  of  a  burgeffe,  for  the  good  rule  and  order  of  the 
fayed  towne.  Item,  yf  any  mayr  elect  happen  to  dye  within  the  ver  aftir  he 
ys  ele£l,  wherby  ther  (hall  be  no  mayr  lyvyng  at  the  day  of  a  new  eledion, 
then  yt  ys  ordeyned  that  in  fuche  cafes  ij  of  the  oldeft  burgeffes  beyng  pfent 
at  the  day  of  election,  the  (luard  and  coroner  diall  name  the  fayed  xxx 
comyners,  and  yf  then  there  lake  the  noumber  of  xi  burgeffes,  then  fuche  of 
the  burgeffes  as  (hail  be  affembled  for  the  cleft  ion  of  a  newe  mayr,  with  the 
fayed  xxx,  dial  be  fworne  as  ys  aforefayed  to  thofe,  and  name  fo  many  to  be 
burgeffes  as  (hall  then  lake  of  the  fayed  noumber  of  x,  bifore  they  proceelp 
to  the  eledlion  of  a  mayre.  Item,  aftir  they  have  named  and  chofen  burgeffes 
to  the  fayed  noumber  of  a  xi,  then  the  duard,  bycaufe  there  ys  no  mayr, 
(hall  name  oone  of  the  fayed  xi,  and  the  burgeffes  another  emong  themfelfs 
and  the  fayed  xxx,  the  thirde  of  the  noumber  of  the  fayed  xi  burgeffes,  and 
the  names  of  thefe  iij  to  be  wrytten  in  a  paper,  and  then  the  fayed  burgeffes 
and  xxx  (hall  be  fworne  as  ys  aforefayed,  to  chofe  and  name  oone  of  the 
fayed  iij  to  be  mayr  in  maner  and  forme  above  remembryd.  Item,  aftir  thys 
election  pad,  the  mayr  thus  eleftfhal  be  pfentyd,  and  take  hys  othe  bifor  the 
(luard,  in  fuche  maner  and  forme  as  lieretofor  hathe  ben  accudomed,  latyng 
you  to  wyt,  that  the  fayed  dyreccions  and  orders  fo  made  by  our  fayed  comyf- 
fvoners  concernyng  the  pmyffes,  have  ben  redd,  feen,  and  well  underdond 
bifor  our  fayed  chauncellor  and  ccunfell  of  our  fayed  duchye,  and  they  raty- 
fying,  affirmyng,  and  approvyng  the  fayed  dyreccions  and  orders  fo  taken 
by  our  fayed  comyffyoners  in  that  behalf  to  be  good  and  effeftuall.  Wher- 
for  we  woll  and  comand  you,  and  every  of  you,  tha*  from  henceforthe  ye 
and  every  of  you,  and  all  other  to  whome  yt  (hail  apperteygne,  that  ye  and 
every  of  you  not  only  do  couforme  your  felf  to  th’accomplydiment  of  the  fayed 
articles  and  dyreccions,  and  to  every  of  theym  concernyng  the  pmyffes,  ac- 
cordyng  to  the  affent  and  true  intent  of  the  fame;  but  alfo  that  ye  and  every 
of  you  be  aydyng,  counfellyng,  favoryng,  and  affiffyng  to  the  fame,  as  nede 
and  the  cafe  fhall  requir.  Nor  fayling  thus  to  do  as  ye  and  every  of  you 
woll  avoyde  our  highe  dyfplefur,  and  woll  anfwer  unto  us  at  your  utmoft  pe- 
rills.  In  wytnes  we  have  made  thies  our  letters  patents.  Yeven  at  our  paloys 
of  Wed  minder,  undir  our  feale  of  our  fayed  ducliie,  the  vj  day  of  Mayc, 
die  xxiiij  yer  of  our  reygne.  Heydon. 
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EDWARDUS  fextus,  Dei  gra  Anglie,  Francie,  &:  Hibnie  rex,  fidei 
defenfor,  et  in  terr’  ecclefie  Anglicane  et  Hibernice  fupremu  caput,  ornib’  ad 
quos  pfentes  hec  fire  pervenerint  faltm.  Infpeximus  tenorem  cuj'ufd* actus  five 
decreti  in  camera  ducat’  Lancaftr’  apud  Wellm’  inter  reftor’  ejufd’  ducatus 
it>m  remanen’  &  exiften’  in  hec  verba :  Termino  Pafche  ano  rni’  regis  Henrici 
viij  vicefimo  quarto.  To  the  mayre,  burgefies,  and  coialtie,  &c.  Nos 
autem  tenorem  recordi  five  decreti  pd’  ad  inftantia  major’  burgen’  &  coialitat’ 
ville  pdi&’  duximus  exemplificand’.  In  cujus  rei  tefiimon’  has  tras  nras 
fieri  fecimus  patent’.  Dat’  apud  palaciu  nru  Weftm’  fub  figillo  ducat’  nri  pd* 
vicefimo  feptimo  die  Aprilis  ano  rni  nri  fecundo..  Heydon.. 

ELIZABETH  Dei  gra,  &c.  omnib’  ad  quos,  &c.  Infpexim’  tenorem,, 
&c.  To  the  mayr,  & c.  Nos  autem  tenorem  recordi,  &c.  In  cujus  rei, 
&c.  Dat’  apud  palaciu,  &c.  20  die  Maij,  ano  rni  nri  oftavo. 

Ft.  Onflows. 
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HENRICUS  o&avus  Dei  gra  Anglie  Sc  Francie  rex,  fidei  defenfor,  et 
dims  Hibernie,  omib’  ad  quos  pfentes  litere  noftre  pervenerint  falterr. 
Cum  major  ville  noftre  de  Thetford,  parcelle  ducatus  nri  Lancaftr’  in 
comitat’  noftris  Suff’  Sc  NorfF  ac  omnes  pdecelTores  lui  majores  ejufdem  ville 
tempore  cnjus  contrarij  memoria  hominu  non  exiftit  inter  alia  li bertates  et 
privelegia  ufi  fuerunt  Sc  confueverunt  habere  quendam  hominem  portantem 
Sc  geftantem  gladium  retro  majorem  ejufdem  ville  pro  tempore  exiften’  dura' 
officium  majoralitatis  in  eadem  villa  exercuer’ ;  fciatis  quod  nos  de  gratia  noftra 
fpeciali  ac  ex  recfta  fcientia  &  mero  motu  noftris  ad  humilem  petitionem  ma- 
joris  Sc  burgenfium  ville  pdicle  concedimus  ac  per  pfentes  concedimus  Petro 
Parfray  nunc  majori  ville  predifle  ac  burgenfi’  Sc  comunitati  ejufdem  ville  et 
eorum  fuccefforibus  quod  de  retro  bene  liceat  &  licebit  pfato  jam  majori  et 
fucceflbribus  fuis  majori b’  ville  pdifle  perpetuis  temporibus  futuris  de  tempos 
re  in  tempus  dum  officium  majoralitatis  in  eadem  villa  exercebunt,  habere' 
quendam  hominem  geftantem  &  portantem  gladium  ante  quemlibet  majorum 
ville  pdce  pro  tempore  exiften’  et  non  retro  prout  confueverunt,  eoquod  ex- 
preffa  mencio  de  vero  valore  annuo  aut  de  redlitudine  pmifloru  live  alicujus 
inde  parcelle  feu  de  alijs  donis  five  conceffionib’  per  nos  pfato  majori  et 
fuccelforib’  fuis  pantea  fadftis  exift’,  aut  aliquo  ftatuto,  a<ftu,  ordinacione,  rc- 
ftri&ione,  ufu,  confuetudine,  aut  aliqua  alia  re  five  materia  quacunq’  in 
contrarium  non  obftante.  In  cujus  rei  teftimonium  has  literas  noftras  fieri 
fecimus  patentes  dat’  London’  fub  ftgillo  ducatus  noftri  pdci  duodecimo  die 
Junij  ano  regni  noftri  viceftmo  quarto. 

Per  billam  manu  dni  regis  fignatam. 

Reydon, 
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To  the  ryght  honorable  William  erle  of  Southampton*,  high  admyrall  of 
England,  and  chauncellour  of  the  duchie  of  Lankafter. 

IN  moofte  humble  wyfe  fhewith  and  compleyneth  unto  youre  good  lord- 
fliyppe  your  dayly  oratours,  the  mayer,,  burgeffes,  and  commynalte  of 
the  auncyent  towne  or  borowgh  of  Thetforde,  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  parcell  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaftre.  That  wher  ther  hathe  bene, 
by  a  long  contynuance  within  the  faid  towne  many  divers  and  fundry  offy- 
cers  havyng  diftyn&e  and  feverall  au&orytes,  juryfdiccons,  and  powers,  that 
■ys  to  faye,  a  mayer,  a  coroner,  a  baylyf  of  the  fraunches  and  his  deputye, 
whiche  ys  under  baylyf  and  jaylour  ther;  alfo  ther  ys  the  kyngs  baylyf,  the 
whiche  gathereth  the  rent  of  affyfe,  and  his  deputye,  whiche  is  a  ferjeant, 
whofe  offyce  ys  to  attache  by  ther  bodyes  and  goodes  for  dett,  or  eoy  matter 
determynable  within  the  market  courte,  accordyng  to  the  cuftome  of  the 
fayd  towne,  by  reafon  whereof  ther  haithe  bene  great  dyfcencyon,  fine,  and 
debate,  betwene  the  faide  offycers,  for  the  occupacion  and  ufyng  of  ther 
feverall  audtorytes  ;  for  as  moche  as  every  of  them  hathe  fuppofed,  that  the 
other  have  ufurped  uppon  him  in  his  offyce  and  rome,  by  reafon  of  whiche 
contencyon,  ftryffe,  and  debate,  the  faid  towne  is  brought  to  ruyne  and 
decaye,  and  ys  lyke  in  contynuance  of  tyme  to  be  utterly  defolate,  except 
that  fom  good  polycye  and  provyfyon  for  the  mayntenaunce  of  the  comen 
tvelth,  and  for  the  contynuance  of  unyte,  and  Concorde,  and  amyte,  of  the 
inhabitaunts  therein  abydyng  and  contynueng,  be  Ihortly  devyfed  and  pro- 
vyded.  Wherefore  myght  it  lyke  your  good  lordflhipp,  the  pmyffes  tenderly 
to  confyder,  and  the  rather  att  the  contemplaeions  and  humble  interceffyons 
and  requeffs  of  your  faid  oratours,  to  be  a  meane  for  us  unto  our  foveraign 
and  lyge  lorde,  that  his  grace  wolde  be  fo  good  and  gracyous  lord  unto  us, 
as  to  graunte  unto  us  and  to  our  fucceffours,  by  his  mooft  graeyous  letters  pa¬ 
tents,  that  the  faid  borowgh  or  town  mought  be  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  mayer  and  coniinaltie  ;  and  that  they  may  have  lyke  lybertye,  au&oryte., 
jurifd-iceon,  and  power  within  the  faid  towne,  as  the  faid  other  feverall  and 
fundrye  offycers  now  have,  whiche  fhall  be  mood:  redy  way  and  meane  to 
ceafe  all  ftryffe  and  devyfyon,  and  to  bryng  concord,  peas,  and  unyte 
emongeft  the  inhabitaunts  of  the  faid  towne,  and  for  this  graunte  fo  to  be  had 

*  Sir  William  Fitzwilliam,  knight  of  the  garter,  was  created  earl  of  Southampton  by  Henry 
VIII.  in  1 537.  He  was  alfo  treafurer  of  the  houfhold.  He  died  without  iffiie,  1542. 
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and  maid,  your  feid  oratours  the  mayer  and  cominaltie  {hall  yerely  paye 
unto  his  grace,  his  heires,  and  fucceffours,  one  fee  ferine  for  evermore,  the 
whiche  fhall  be  as  myche  in  value  yerely  to  the  kyngs  coffers,  as  the  hoole 
prouffytts  and  advauntage  of  the  faid  town  amountyth  in  any  oneyere,  with¬ 
in  vij  yeres  now  lad  pad,  indefferently  to  be  cade  and  accompted  with  other 
yeres.  And  alfo  your  faid  oratours  fhall  difcharge  his  grace  of  thofe  fees 
gyven  by  his  letters  patents  to  his  faid  baylyf  of  the  lybertye,  baylyf  of  the 
towne,  and  the  under  dewarde  for  any  offyce,  that  they  or  any  of  them 
have  to  be  excercyfed  in  the  faid  town  ;  and  alfo  your  faid  oratours  fhall 
dyfcharge  the  kynges  highnes  of  buyldyngs,  reparacions,  and  amendments 
off  the  tollhoufe,  brygg,  kage,  pylorye,  and  cooke  dolle,  with  the  whiche 
his  grace  hetherto  have  allweys  been  charged,  the  whiche  charges  arre  not 
under  vil.  a  yere  att  the  lead;  and  all  thefe  charges,  notwithdondyng  your 
faid  oratours  fhall  yerelye  paye  the  faid  fee  ferine,  withoute  eny  deduccion 
or  allowance,  to  be  hadde  oute  of  ytt,  or  eny  parte  thereof.  And  ytt  fhall 
lyke  your  lorddiipp  the  pmyffes  confydred,  to  obtayn  the  requeds  of  your 
faid  oratours,  they  fhall  continually  praye  for  your  good  lordfhipp  long  in 
honour  to  contynue  and  endure.. 
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To  the  king  and  quenes  mod;  excellent  majefties-. 

COST  pitiefully  and  lamentably  fheweth  and  compleynetli  unto 


1 YX  your  mod  excellent  majefties,  your  grace’s  dailie  oratours  and  bounden 
fubje&es,  the  mayor  and  comonaltie  of  your  majefties  poore  towne  of  Thet- 
ford,  in  the  countie  of  Norfolk,  That  whereas  your  grace’s  poor  towne 
of  mans  mynde  is  and  alwaies  hath  been  incorporate  by  the  name  of 
a  maior  and  cominaltie,  having  licence  to  pleade  and  to  be  impleaded,  and 
alfo  to  holde  londes  and  tenements  of  the  gifte  of  diverfe  and  fundrye  bothe 
honefte  and  worfhipful  men,  to  remayne  unto  them  and  their  fucceffors, 
and  further  hath  au&oritie  to  purchafe  londes  and  tenements  to  the  yerelie 
value  of  tenne  poundes,  to  remayne  unto  them  and  their  fuccelTours  for  ever, 
notwithffanding  the  flatute  of  mortmayne,  as  by  divers  and  fundrie  charters 
and  grants  of  your  noble  progenitors  kings  of  this  realme  under  the  broade 
feale  of  England  redie  to  be  fhewed  more  plainely  it  maye  appere.  And 
alfo  where  your  grace’s  fvvorde  was  borne  of  long  tyme  after  the  faide  maior, 
until!  the  twelfedaye  of  June,  in  the  24th  yere  of  the  reigne  of  your  grace’s 
mooft  dereft  father  of  famous  memorye,  king  Henry  th’eight,  his  grace  of 
his  regall  powre,  at  the  humble  fute  of  his  faide  officers  and  oratours,  did 
confirme  and  graunte,  that  from  thensfourthe  ever  after  his  grace’s  faide 
fworde  ffioulde  be  borne  before  the  faide  mayor  and  two  maces.  And  where 
alfo  afore  the  faide  tyme  there  wTas  a  maior  and  eight  burgefles,  his  grace  of 
his  regall  powre  did  augment  them  to  the  noumbre  of  tenne  burgeffes,  as  by 
his  grace’s  letters  patents  redie  to  be  fhewed  more  plainelie  it  may  appere, 
vvhiche  letters  patents  the  mooft  noble  king  of  famous  memorye,  Edward 
the  fixt,  your  majeftie’s  brother,  confirmed  ;  and  the  noble  graunts  and 
charters  of  his  progenitours,  as  by  his  grace’s  letters  patents  more  plainelie  it 
may  appere,  whiche  regall  au&oritie,  londs,  and  tenements  your  grace’s 
pore  officers  have  peaceablie  poffiefTed  and  enjoyed  fyns  the  reigne  of  Edward 
the  firft  and  Richard  the  firft’s  daies  and  long  before,  until!  the  mooft  hey- 
nous  traitors.  Sir  John  Gates  being  chancellor  of  your  grace’s  duchie 
of  Lancaftre,  by  his  extort  and  cruell  powre,  toke  from  your  faid  oratours 
thiere  forefaid  londs  and  tenements,  by  reafon  whereof  your  grace’s  faide 
charters  have  byn  in  long  fute,  and  mooft  ungodly  vexed  and  troubled,  and 
the  falvation  thereof  mooft  myferably  brought  in  ruyn  and  decaye,  being  a 
towne  of  your  grace’s  mooft  auncyent  inheritaunce,  auncient  demayne  and 
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evermore  belonging  unto  your  grace’s  crowne  ;  in  whiche  towne  is  and  al- 
waies  have  ben  a  market,  and  non  other  within  x  myles  compafle  j  and  alfo 
a  mood:  ftrongefl  mounte  intrenched  with  thre  great  diches,  and  the  laid 
towne  for  the  moofl  parte  invyroned  with  a  goodly  frefhe  water  ryver,  the 
which  tranfporteth  to  and  from  the  mayne  fea  by  velfells  of  xii  or  xvi  lodes 
burden.  Moreover  faid  towne  flandeth  in  fuch  a  flreite  betwixt  your  grace  s 
counties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  as  of  verye  neceffitie  it  is  to  be  pferved  and 
maynteined.  In  tendre  confideracion  of  all  and  finguler  the  premiffes,  it 
maye  pleafe  your  excellent  majeflies  to  commaunde  fuche  ordre  herein  to  be 
had,  as  to  juflice  fhall  appertein,  and  your  faide  oratours  fliall  dailie  praie 
to  God  for  the  prefervacion  of  your  moofl  excellent  heighnefs  in  eflate  long 
and  profperoufly  to  regne. 

Indorfed, 

The  humble  peticoa  of  your  majeflies  fubje£ls  within  the  auncient  towne 
of  Thetforde. 


I 


N°  XXXV. 


122 


APPENDIX* 


N°  XXXV.  p.  265. 

THETFORD, 

Ex  autog’  fcript5  temp*  reg’  E.  I.  penes  T.  M. 

ISTE  funt  libertates  burgi  Thetford  quondam  ufitate,  dummodo  fuerat 
in  dominico  domini  regis.  Tunc  erat  in  dido  burgo  plenum  returnum 
brevis.  Item,  deliberate  gaole  p  breve  domini  regis.  Item,  major  &  co- 
ronator  ut  nunc  funt.  Item,  burgenfes  pdidi  refpondebant,  Sc  adhue 
refpondent  p  fe  in  itinere  jufliciarioru  et  alibi  ubiq*  line  affociatione  forin- 
fecoru  in  recognitionibus  feu  juratis  quibufeunq’.  Item,  nec  vicecomes,  nec 
coronator,  nec  ballivus,  vel  minifler  forinfecus  aliquod  cfricium  in  burgo  pre¬ 
dido,  infra  bundas  pdidi  burgi,  vidett,  Weymerfty  Sc  Londemer’  exercebant 
feu  aliqualiter  exequebantur,  fed  ballivi  ejufdem  burgi,  nec  in  comuni  pifea- 
ria  ejufdem  burgi  que  fe  extendit  a  predido  burgo  ufq1  ad  pontem  Sandi 
Edmundi  verfus  Santon.  Item,  licuit  et  adhue  licet  majori  et  ballivis  fuis,. 
talliagia,  et  alia  auxilia  rationabilia,  per  affenfum  tocius  corhunitatis  feu  ma- 
joris  partis  ejufdem,  pro  tuitione  et  comuni  militate  burgi  illius  intra  fe  quo- 
tiens  opus  fuerit  afledere,  et  pro  talliagijs  Sc  auxilijs  illis  levandis  rationa- 
biles  facere  diftridiones,  ficut  hadenus  in  hujufmodi  cafu  in  alijs  burgis  ra- 
tionabiliter  fieri  confueverit.  Item,  burgenfes  predidi  folebant  efle  quietl 
per  totum  regnum  Anglie  de  Tolneto,  Pontagio,  Paffagio,  Muragio,  Pan- 
nagio,  Lafiagio,  Cariagio,  Picagio,  Caiagio,  Sc  Rivagio.  Item,  nullus  de 
burgo  predido,  vel  alius  in  burgo  predido  indidatus  vel  arrefiatus  pro  quo- 
cunq’  debito  vel  quacunq’  caufa,  alibi  quant  in  prifona  didi  burgi  fuerat  im* 
prifonatus  ;  fed  omnes  ibidem  indidati  vel  arreftati  in  prifona  didi  burgi  fue* 
rant  detenti,  Sc  per  ballivos  ejufdem  cuftoditi,  quoufq’  deliberati  fuerint 
fecundum  legem  Sc  confuetudinem  regni,  Sc  hoc  per  burgenfes  didi  burgi. 
Item,  nec  predidi  burgenfes  implacitabant,  nec  fuerant  implacitati,  nec  per 
fummonitionem  fatigati  extra  burgum  predidum  pro  contradis  in  dido  burgo 
initis,  feu  tranfgreflionibus,  querelis,  feu  tenuris  aliquibus  infra  didum  bur- 
gum  exiftentibus,  nifi  fpecialiter  tangebant  dominum  regem  vel  heredes  fuos. 
Item,  quilibet  de  burgo  predido  potuit  Sc  potefl  legare  omnes  terras  Sz 
tenementa  fua,  que  vel  quas  perquifivit  infra  limites  burgi  predidi,  ficut 
cetera  catalla  fua  mobilia.  Item,  quilibet  de  burgo  qui  feit  ulnare.  Sc  ufq* 
ad  fufnam  duodecim  denariorum  computare  plene-tenebatur  tetatis,  Sc  adhue 
tenetur ;  et  rate  Sc  ftabilcs  remanebant,  &  adhue  remanent  alienationes 
fade  per  tales*  Item,  nullus  burgenfis  de  burgo  predido  amerciabatur  pro 
c  nulla 
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milia  caufa,  nil!  per  conburgenfes  di<fti  burgi,  et  hoc  in  prefentia  majoris,  & 
fecundum  qualitatcm  delicti.  Lt  quia  fortaffis  funt  alique  Iibertates  &  con- 
fuetudines  quibus  burgenfes  pdifti  uti  folebant  antiquitus,  et  jam  per  negli- 
gentiam  eorum  minus  plene  ufi  funt,  petunt  pditti  burgenfes  quod  eifdem 
de  cetero  uti  polfunt  ut  folebant. 

ULTIMUM  iter  inter  Norfolk  8c  Suffolk,  in  Thcfaur*.  Et  fuerunt  juf- 
ticiarij  dominus  Johannes  de  Boylund  8c  dominus  Salamanus  de  Rouceftre  de 
decimo  nono  Edwardi  primi. 

Tranfcriptum  itineris  pro  Thetford*. 

Memorandum,  quod  comes  Warenus  tenet  villam  de  Thetford  in  capitedc 
domino  rege  per  excambium  cujufdam  manerij  in  Lira  b  que  vacatur  Col- 
lumbrec,  adeo  libere  ficut  dominus  rex  in  aliquo  tempore  tenuit.  Iiabet 
etiam  in  eadem  villa  omnia  que  fpe&ant  ad  coronam,  feilt  prefon’,  coronat’, 
major’,  forum  cotidianum,  tolnetum,  et  totum  regale,  et  hijs  ufus  eft. 
Item,  tenet  villam  pdidlam  omnino  liberam,  et  fenefcall’,  fervient’  et  ballivos 
tanquam  vie’  et  hundredar’.  Ita  quod  nullus  vicecomes  vel  hundredarus  ibi¬ 
dem  intromittat’.  Ballivi  ejufdem  ville  refpondeantd  pro  una  dimid’de  hun¬ 
dred’  coram  jufticiarijs  itinerantibus  et  alijs.  Ita  qd  nullus  in  affifis  nec 
juratis  de  rebus  infra  Iibertates  eis  adjungitur,  fed  infra  pd’  villam  tangen’ 
per  folos  difte  ville  diftringatur  villa  pdifta.  Et  tempore  quo  non  extat 
memoria  habuit  retorn’  bre vium  ufque  ad  tempus  Robert!  de  Norton  vice- 
comitis  Norfolk  %  qui  extraflionem  a  pdifta  villa  abftulit  et  fubftraxit.  Item, 
in  pdicla  villa  habet  majorem  8c  coronatorem  qui  debent  eligi  per  comunita- 
tem  pdifle  ville.  Qui  quidem  major  habet,  et  femper  habuit,  hanfamf  de 
mercatoribus  tiundinar’  et  mercator’  a  villa  pdidV  ufque  pontem  de  Sechhithe 
juxta  Lennam  ex  parte  una,  et  ufq’  ad  Laufeudwell  in  Morle®  ex  parte  altes 
et  ufq’  ad  Jakefuolh  verfus  Gipwic  ex  parte  tertia,  et  ufq’  ad  pontem  de  Lac 
ford  verfus  Novum  mercatum  ex  parte  quarta,  et  ufq’  ad  Frendgate  verfus 
Novum  rnercatum  ex  parte  quinta,  et  ufq’  ad  villam  de  Lakynghith  et  per 
aquafn  ufq’ ad  maram1  que  vocatur  Windelfe. 

Item,  comes  habet  in  ead’  villa  tol  &  team,  infairehthef  &  utfalrethef,  vif’ 
franc’  pleg’  &  emend’  omnium  que  ad  vif’  franc’  pleg’  pertinent.  Habet 
etiam  pylloriam,  Txevenchet,  &  forum  cotidianum,  8c  tol  de  bladis  8c  de  omni¬ 
bus  alijs  merchandize  infra  Iibertates  ville  pdifle,  que  durant  a  quadam  di- 
vifa  que  vocatur  Londmere  que  jacet  inter  campum  de  Thetford,  ac  ilia  parte 

2  MS.  due.  Norf.  fol.  16,  ultimo  itinere  inter  Norfolk  Sc  Suffolk,  in  Thefaur’,  &c. 

b  Quaere,  in  Normandy.  c  Kolumber,  d  Refpondent  pro  fe  &  dimid’  hundred. 

e  He  was  fherifF  52,  53,  54,  H.  III.  f  Toll.  2  Motley,  Mr.  Patrick. 

h  Yakeford  in  veteri  pergameno,  *  Meer. 

Q^qq  2 
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aqueverfus  Suffolk  ex  parte  una,  et  campum  deBernham,  Elvedcn,  Donhamk, 
et  Santon  ex  parte  altera.  Et  pel  divifa  dividit  libertat’  de  ThefFord  8c  libta- 
tem  sci  Edmundi,  et  Norfolk  8c  Suffolk. 

Item,  comes  habet  in  difta  villa  prifonam  &  gaolam,  et  furcas  adlatron’  fuf- 
pend’  et  integre  totura  regale,  ficut  dnus  rex  vel  anteceffores  fui  pleni’  habue- 
runr,  omnibus  quibus  memorijs  concurrit. 

Et  in  infrafeript’  patet  ulterius  pro  weif,  felo  de  fe,  in  eadem  villa,  et 
mercat’  fingulis  feptiman’  per  diem  Mercur’  8c  Sabbat’. 

In  placitis  corone  coram  Salamone  de  Roff’,  Willmo  de  Hopton,  Rico  de 
Boylond,  Robto  de  Fulmerfton  mil’.  Thoma  Sudington  8c  Waltero  de  Stur- 


rex  reg’  Edw’  fil*  reg’  Hen*  quartodecimo. 


De  dimid’  hundredo  de  ThefFord. 

De  profkuo  q>  thefauro  invent’  apud  ThefFord  quod  remanebat  cum  Hu- 
gone  Franceis  ballivo  ibidem. 

De  latronis  8c  falfenarijs  monete  it>m  apprehenfis  <p  villenat’  feu  ballium 
comitis  Waren’  et  diftriclion’  et  im^pcacon’  homines  conftanf  in  parco  com* 
Waren’.  Et  fimiliter  apprehenf’  latronum  g  Euffac’  ballivu  com’  Waren’. 

Et  jurat’  requifit’  fi  pdi&us  comes  habeat  prifonam  ibidem,  dicunt  quod  fic. 
Et  venit  pdicftus  comes  et  quoad  prifonam  dicit  quod  anteceffores  fui  femger 
habuerunt  prifonam  ibidem,  et  obierunt  inde  feifit’.  Et  quod  le  efcape  a 
ballio  fuo  eft  perfonale  delieftum  ipfius  batlij  unde  ad  judicium. 

Et  Ricus  de  Flempton  captus  fuit  in  villa  de  ThefFord  g  hamfokna  & 
burglar’  domor’,  et  imprifenat’  fuit  in  prifona  com’  Waren’  de  ThefFord  in 
cuftod’  ballivor’  ejufdem  comitis,  et  qui  a  cuftod’  eodem  ballivor’  evafit .  .  . . 
iBm  quendam  imprifonat’  fuiffe  in  prifona  pdi<fta  g  xiij  annos.  Et  quod  pd’ 
. . comes  clamat  habere  prifonam. 

Item,  pfentant  quod  Alic  ......  re  capta  fuit  cum  mannoge  latrocinio 

in  ville  de  Thetford,  et  imprifonat’  ut  fupra . . . comitis 

apud  Thetford  g  burglar’  granor’com’  Waren’  poft  evaf’  de  ecclefia. 

k  Downhara, 
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Letter  from  the  mayor  of  Thetford  to  Sir  Robert  Cotton. 


Noble  Sir, 


Bibl.  Cott.  Julius  C.  III.  p.  271. 


NOTwithftanding  yow  are  a  ftraunger  unto  us,  yet  upon  the  commen- 
dacion  of  the  right  honorable  the  earle  of  Arundell,  our  molt  worthy 
lord,  we  have  made  choife  of  yow  to  be  a  burgeffe  for  our  borough  of  Thet¬ 
ford  in  this  next  parliament  :  in  the  firft  place  we  doubt  not  but  our  eleccion 
being  foe  free  and  fo  generall,  as  yow  had  not  one  voyce  againfte  yow,  yowr 
voyce,  labour,  and  endeavours  {hall  not  be  wanting  to  remember  the  aun- 
tient,  and  now  almofte  ruinated  borough  of  Thetford,  which  was  Sitomagus 
in  the  Brytons  tyme,  and  fince  a  colony  of  the  Romaynes,  if  eyther  occa- 
fion  be  offered  to  pleafure  us,  or  wee  fhall  have  bufinefs  to  ufe  your  affift- 
aunce  in,  wee  affuer  ourfelves  that  yow  deferve  that  reputacion  which  report,, 
(befide  his  lordlhip’s  lettres)  hath  ben  made  of  yow  unto  us.  And  in  confy- 
dence  thereof  that  yow  will  anfwere  it  unto  us,  and  make  it  good  by 
your  accions,  we  remayne,  and  are  bould  to  wright  ourfelves  what  yow  fbalL 
ever  fynde  us.  Your  loveing  frendes  ever  to  be  commaunded, 

Thetford,  this  25th  of  William  Norwich,  mayor, 

April),  1625*  John  Snellinge, 

John  Tyrrell, 

George  Eden. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  fent  by  the  corporation  of  Thetford  to  General  Conway. 

*  V 

WE  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  corporation  of  Thetford,  defire  to  re¬ 
turn  you  our  mod  unfeigned  and  grateful  thanks  for  your  late  fpirited, 
confcientious,  and  unbiased  conduct  in  parliament,  particularly  on  that  mod 
important  quedion  to  the  liberties  of  us  all,  the  feizure  of  private  papers  by 
the  warrant  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  a  quedion  which  remaining  undecided, 
mud  make  every  Englifhman  tremble,  and  which,  till  declared  to  be  illegal, 
leaves  the  glorious  Revolution  imperfed. 

Your  behaviour,  fir,  on  that  occafion  was  worthy  the  unblemifhed  inte¬ 
grity  which  you  have  always  manifeded.  Superior  to  bribes  or  menaces,  you 
have  demondrated  your  civil  courage  to  be  equal  to  your  military.  You  have 
fought  the  battles  of  your  country  againd  domedic  and  foreign  enemies.  We 
know  your  fer  vices,  and  we  have  heard  that  they  were  particularly  recommend¬ 
ed  to  favour  by  that  great  judge  of  martial  merit  Prince  Ferdinand.  Thefe 
honours,  fir,  cannot  betaken  from  you  ;  fome  fort  of  reward  may  be  envied 
you  by  felfidi  and  defigning  miniders,  who  may  know  that  you  fcorn  to  fup- 
port  unconditutional  meafures  ;  but  your  country,  (and  may  it  continue)  this 
free  country,  inwhofe  caufe  you  have  fought  from  the  nobled  and  moddifin- 
tereded  motives,  will  join  in  conferring  the  bed  of  rewards — its  applaufe. 
There  are  feafons  when  it  would  be  a  difgrace  not  to  be  difgraced.  Conti¬ 
nue  to  ad  as  you  have  done  ;  and  may  every  borough  in  the  kingdom  be  as 
worthily  reprefented  as  the  corporation  of  Thetford  ! 

Dated  at  our  Guildhall,  the  28th  of  April,  1764. 

General  Conway’s  anfwer. 

To  the  mayor,  coroner,  and  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Thetford  in  Norfolk, 
Gentlemen, 

1  BEG  you  to  accept  my  mod  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  fingular 
honour  conferred  upon  me  by  your  letter  of  the  28th  indant,  to  which  I  am 
fenfible  I  can  have  no  claim,  but  that  of  having  aded  from  the  didates  of  my 
own  honour  and  confcience,  and  of  that  firm  and  faithful  attachment  to  his 
raajedy’s  perfon  and  intered,  with  which  Rhave  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty 
during  a  courfeof  many  years  fervice  in  my  profeffion.  To  that  alone  I  mud  owe 
any  degree  of  approbation  my  fmall  merit  could  obtain  from  thofe  great  princes 
under  whom  I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve.  And  if  any  part  of  my  beha¬ 
viour. 
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viour,  in  a  civil  or  military  capacity,  can  have  entitled  me  to  your  applaufe* 
you  may  be  allured,  gentlemen,  that  as  it  was  my  real  ambition  to  defer ve  the 
favour  of  my  conflituents,  fo  it  fhall  be  my  condant  objed  to  maintain,  by  a. 
drift  adherence  to  that  conduft  and  thofe  principles  which  you  recommend. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highed  gratitude  and  refpefty 
Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient  and  mod  devoted  fervant, 

H.  S.  CONWAY* 

London,  April  30,  1764* 
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Extract  from  John  de  Bramis’s  MS.  in  Bennet  College  Library,  Cambridge. 
Pars  2.  cap.  28.  Proelium  inter  Thetfordiam  et  Rowdham. 

HI  IS  ita  tranfa&is,  rex  Waldeus  in  Cadre  civitate  fua  conftitutus  congre- 
gavit  omnem  exercitum  fuum,  et  in  Suffolchiam,  ut  fe  de  regislloud  ma- 
lefa&is  vindicaret,  profe&us  ed.  Cumque  rex  Roud  audiflet  adventum  illius  un¬ 
done  fibi  militum  fubfidia  perquirebat,  venitque  in  auxilium  illius  rex  Hert¬ 
ford  Odardus  cum  exercitu  copiofo.  Sed  et  fimiliterrex  Cantabrigie  Knond 
cum  exercitu  multo  venit  ad  eum,  dipendariofque  non  paucos  de  Londoniis 
aliifque  civitatibus  pecunia  conduxit.  Cum  igirur  rex  Roud  exercitum  multura 
fortemque  valde  collegilfet,  Waldeo  regi  cum  exercitu  fuo  venienti  cum 
omni  exercitu  fuo  quad  tribus  a  Thetfordia  miliaribus  non  longe  a  quadam 
palude  occurrit.  Clangentibufque  tubis  utriufque  partis  exercitus  in  eodem 
loco  preliari  cepit.  Et  cum  apud  belli  congredionis  initio  milites  non  pauci 
ceciderunt,  emiferuntque  fagittarii  telas  atque  fagittas,  et  fa<da  ed  pugna 
fortidima.  In  hoc  itaque  prelio  viri liter  pugnavit  rex  Odardus  et  plurimo- 
rum  capita  abfcidit.  Sed  &  comes  Merlinus  indiflimili  zelo  Jaborabar,  i&u tu¬ 
que  importune  fuorum  lamentabantur :  vir  etenim  fortis  extitit,  de  cujus 
probitate  &  humanitate  multa  liber  ide  in  fequentibus  mondrabit. 
Reges  etiam  Roud  &  Knowd  ut  vires  fuae  tribuerunt  iuge  fortitudinis  pre- 
liabantur,  multaque  Waldeo  milites  fuos  occidendo  intuleiunt  dampna.  Nam 
et  Florencius  ibidem  graviter  vulneratus,  Broun  vero  captivatus,  &  Symundus 
extitit  de  equo  deje&us.  Facia  ed  itaque  magna  militum  cedes,  quorum  maxima 
multitudo  in  terra  mortui  dve  moribund!  jacebant,  poteratque  ibi  videri  fre- 
quens  militum  cafus  ;  ibi  viventium  clamor  horribilis,  ibi  terribilis  morientiura 
llrepitus-,  ibi  gladiatorum  jugis  occifio;  ibi  armorum  frequens  diruptio;  ibi  vul- 
neratorum  dira  deje&io ;  ibi  pugnatorum  minime  paucorum  bodes  diligens 
trucidandi  cura;  ibi  fonipedum  enfibus  occiforum  vagatio  fedula.  Tanta  ita¬ 
que  erat  Waldei  hodium  pugnandi  afpera  crudelitas  quod  illius  milites  quo- 
dammodo  formidare  ceperunt.  Videns  igitur  Waldeus  fuos  trepidantes  fonuit 
cornu  ut  exercitum  fuum  recolligeret,  &  ait,  ubi  focii  ed  virtus  vedra  qucn- 
dam  tam  nobil is  &  humanitatis  audacieque  vedre  drenuitas ;  ecce  ut  video 
die  ido  omnia  perdididis,  me  igitur  relinquentes  fugere  vultis.  Ego  tamen 
de  bello  ido  non  exibo  ;  immo  vivus  aut  mortuus  liic  remanebo.  Jam  hie  ex- 
periri  potero  in  quibus  debeam  in  neceditate  confidere.  Procedens  ergo  Wal¬ 
deus  pugnavit  fortiter  a  dextris  &  a  finidris,  omnefque  quos  percutiebat  de 
fella  commovit,  largam  fibi  fads  fuo  enfe  viam  fecit,  et  omnes  ab  illius  crudeli- 
tate  cavebant.  Recuperavitque  Gymundum  dejeclum,  ut  viriliter  preliaretur 
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exhortans.  Omnes  itaque  milites  Waldei  predi&a  admonitione  animati  omni 
diligentia  bodes  fatagebant  occidere.  Cafu  et  Florencius  regi  Rond  obvius 
fa&us  eft.  Quern  gladio  fortiter  percutiens  cordis  illius  fanguine  effufo  mor- 
tuum  incampo  reliquit.  Venit  quoque  Hardyngus  celeri  curfu  magno  furore 
permixtus,  et  regem  Knoud  percutiens  occidit.  Gymundus  autem  fimili  z.elo 
fuccenfus  comitem  de  Zepyfwych  letali  vulnere  fauciatum  dejecit  ad  terram. 
Waldens  itaque  Sc  omnis  exercitus  illius  fortiftime  ut  viri  nobilifiimi  pugnave- 
runt,  &  inimicos,  fa<fta  eorum  cede  magna,fugarunt.  Odardus  autem  atque  Mer- 
linus  tolum  qui  remanferat  colligentes  exercitum  cum  impetu  magno  Waklcum 
aggredi  funt.  Et  Merlinus  omnibus  viribus  fuis  prelatum  icfum  Waldeo  im- 
pertitus  eft.  At  Waldeus  eum  repercutiens  nee  ignavia  five  torpore  fop  it  us 
caffidis  quarterium  abfcidit.  Merlinus  ergo  fugiens  ab  eo  Florencium  per- 
cuftit,  caflidemque  capitis  illius  duriflimam  concuflit,  gladiufque  per  lie  me* 
rum  defeendens  lorice  duriflime centum  circiter  fquamas  abfcidit;  verumptameu 
Florencium  minime  vulneravit.  Ergo,  ait  ei  Merlinus,  Mallem,  inquit,  qua  111  hu- 
jus  omnia  feculi  bona  quod  jam  de  te  vindicari  pofifem  ;  regem  etenim  Roud 
avunculum  meum  occidifti,  Sc  ideo  numquam  vere  gaudere  potero  ufque  dum 
capud  tuum  de  corpore  abfeidero.  Tunc  Florentius  eum  fortiter  percuffit,  caf- 
fide  perforatoque  illius  cum  militibus  fuis  in  fugam  convertit.  Dixitqne  ad 
eum  Odardus,  Recedamus  hinc  cities;  hie  etenim  diutius  militibus  noftris  oc- 
cifis  remancre  non  juvat ;  tanta  etenim  eft  regis  hujus  importuna  crudelitas 
quod  illius  impetus  nullus  pofht  refftcre  ;  me  etenim  taliter  in  corpore  vul¬ 
neravit  quod  omnis  a  me  fpes  vite  deperiit.  Odardus  itaque  &  Merlinus 
cum  qui  remanferant  militibus  fuis  -fugere  cepcrunt.  At  Waldei  milites  cos 
perfequentes  multos  eorum  morte  Sc  captivitate  dampnarunt.  Verumpra- 
men  Merlinns  fepius  reverfus  multos  inimicorum  occidit.  Tantum  itaque 
equitaverunt quod  Thetford  fines  preterierunt,  ct  viam  verfus  Hertford  fump- 
ferunt.  Tunc  eos  relinquentes  Waldei  milites  ad  domum  fuam  reverb  funt. 
Tunc  Waldeus  cum  honore  et  gaudio  civitatem  Thetfordenfem  ingreftiis 
eft,  omnefque  civitatis  illius  cives  &  totius  qui  remanferant  regionis  illius  prin- 
cipes  fe  fibi  ut  fuo  regi  fideles  atque  fubje&os  efle  promittentes  tradidertint. 
Tunc  rex  Waldeus  regum  Knoud  &  Roud  colligi  precepit  corpora,  Sc  ea  in 
eodem  loco  ubi  prelium  fuerat  fepeliri  fecit ;  poftmodum  autem  populi  pro- 
vinciara  illam  habitantes  quod  reges  erant  qui  ibidem  fepulti  fuerant  capellam 
ibidem  fieri  fecerunt.  Et  quod  rex  quondam  Thetfordie  Roud  in  hoc  loco 
fepultus  eft  villam  proximo  adjacentem  Roudham  quafi  Roud  manfionem  vel 
habitationem  nuncupavernnt.  Deinde  Waldeus  cum  exercitu  fuo  precede  ns 
Cantabrigiam  pervenit.  Omnefque  cives  illius  fe  fibi  ut  fuo  etiam  regi  de 
vifforia  li  pugnarent  defperantes  tradiderunt,  et  quod  fibi  ut  fuo  domino  de* 
fervirent  fidem  adhibuerunt,  &  ut  regi  fuo  homagium  ci  fecerunt.  In  eodem 
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tempore  dixit  Waldeus  ad  Florentium,  Adefto,  Florenti  amice  mihi  fingutaris,. 
fideliter  etenim  mihi  in  omnibus  defervire  ftuduifti,  &  multa  pro  me  adverfa 
pertulifti,  et  jam  te  teneor  multum  diligere-  Et  ut  erga  te  cordis  mei  tibi 
notifiem  afteftum  ecce  tibi  a  die  ifto  Thetfordie  principatum  cum  om¬ 
nibus  SufFolchie  terris  &  pofleftionibus  committo,  ut  regionis  illius  rex  et  fis 
et  nomineris  ufque  ad  Norfolchie  confinia.  Refpondit  Florencius  dicens* 
Gratias  tibi  ago,  domine  rex,  quod  ttiura  mihi  munus  impendere  dignatus  es ; 
li  tamen  tue  complacent  dignitati  SufFolchiam  minime  fufeipiam.  Ecce 
etenim  Norfolchia  atque  SuiFolchia  bene  fibi  et  propinque  adherent.  Et  ft 
utrumque  in  mamv  retinueris  fortior  eris  et  ab  inimicis  tuis  magis  formida- 
beris.  SufFolchiam  ergo  non  accipiam  ;  quodcumque  aliud  volueris  tribue 
rnichi.  Dixit  ergo  Waldeus  ad  eum,  Bene  &  fideliter  locutus  es  yerumpta- 
men  quia  SufFolchiam  renuifti,  Cantabrigie  civitatem  recipias  cum  omnibus 
bonis  fibique  polFelFionibus  pertinentibus,  etiam  fi  majoris  elTet  dignitatis  earn 
tibi  libenter  impendo.  Gavifus  itaque  detanto  beneficio  Florencius  cum  folli- 
citudine  regi  gratias  agere  fatagebat.  Et  omni  mora  poftpoftta  ftatim  regum 
coronam  fufcepit,  atque  ab  univerfis  civibus  et  provincie  principibus  honorem 
fufcepit.  Et  ita  Florencius  Cantabrigie  rex  conftitetus  eft.  Reverfufque  eft 
Waldeus  ad  Thetfordiam  civitatem  fuam  Deo  Temper  gratias  agendo  follicitus, 
qui  fibi  de  eis  qui  fe  parvipendentes  defpexerant  vi&oriam  largitus  eft.  Hie 
itaque  Waldeus  primus  extitit  rex  in  Anglia  qui  duobus  comitatibus  fimnt 
prefuilFe  dinofeitur,  quos  Sc  filii  fui  poll  mortem  illius  multis  habuere  die  bus*.. 
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Lift  of  Thetford  Corporation  Deeds,  See. 

N° 

1  1  AT  ION  from  Richard  Fulmer  don,  cfq.  to  Robert  Ragot, 

KJ  to  be  his  bailiff,  5  Ed.  VI. 

2  Mr.  Gent’s  gift  of  a  houfe  for  ringing  the  bell,  &c.  Feb.  20,  6  Jac.  T. 

3  William  Barnham,  efq.  his  gift  of  4I.  per  annum  to  the  .poor  of  Thet¬ 

ford,  Sept.  28,  28  Charles  II. 

4  An  annuity  of  twenty  {hillings  per  annum  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Maid’s 

Head  in  Thetford  to  the  poor,  purchafed  with  tol.  left  by  William 
Trimage  to  this  town. 

5  Agreement  to  keep  a  workhoufe  in  Thetford,  Aug.  1,  11  Charles  I. 

6  and  7  Two  deeds,  &c.  relating  to  the  gift  of  iol.  per  annum  to  the  town 

.  of  Thetford,  by  Henry  Smith,  efq.  of  London,  1626. 

8  Grant  of  John  Edwards,  mayor,  of  the  advowfon  of  Santon,  to  Edward 

Clere,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Thetford,  15  Eliz.  1573* 

9  Copy  of  the  deed  made  to  Mr.  John  Tyrrell  for  the  next  advowfon  of 

Santon,  162%  2  Charles  I. 

30  Award  between  John  Tyrrell,  Francis  Avenal,  William  Norwich,  and 
Peter  Sponer,  concerning  the  fale  of  the  next  prefentation  to  Santon 
living,  Dec.  n,  5  Charies  I.  1629. 

1 1  John  Gooch,  burgefs,  William  Drewry,  gent,  and  others,  letter  of  at¬ 

torney  to  receive  200I.  of  Sir  Richard  Fulmerffon’s  heirs,  14  Eliz. 

12  Bond  concerning  Sir  Richard  Fulmerflon’s  award,  14  Eliz. 

1  j  An  indenture  purfuant  to  an  award  between  the  duke  of  Norfolk  and 
Richard  Fulmerfton,  efq.  4  and  5  Phil,  and  Mary 

14  Mailer  and  fellows  of  the  fchool  and  hofpital,  releafe  for  their  ftipends,  1 658. 

15  Deputation  to  receive  the  fchool  rents  for  three  years,  July  1,  n  Jac.  I. 

16  Mailer  and  fellows,  he.  alignment  of  a  rent  charge  to  the  mayor  and 

commonalty,  Feb.  22,  12  Jac.  I. 

17  Schoolmafler’s  acquittance,  1650. 

18  Ditto.  Thomas  Lincoln,  mayor,  22  Charles  I. 

39  Leafe  of  Croxton  lands,  &c.  3  Ed.  I. 

2,0  Leafe  of  Croxton  farm  to  Burage  and  Robert  Martin,  at  1 17I.  per  annum. 

21  John  Poynton,  mailer  of  the  hofpital,  his  general  releafe  to  the  mayor, 

1626. 

•  1 

22  Leafe  of  Santon  manor  warren,  he.  from  the  prior  of  Thetford,  March 
6,  *6  Henry  VIII. 
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23  Ordinance  about  chuling  a  mayor,  May  6,  24  Henry  VIII.  Seal  of  the 

dutcliy  of  Lancafter. 

24  The  feofment  of  the  houfe  in  the  Guildhall  yard,  to  the  ufe  of  the  mayor. 

and  corporation  of  Thetford,  1667. 

25  Ordinance  about  chufing  a  mayor,  8  Elizabeth.  Seal  of  dutchv  of  Lancafter. 

26  An  award  between  the  mayor  and  burgefles  and  Robert  Hillarye. 

27  King  Edward  VI.  charter  for  ele&ion  of  a  mayor  and  burgefies. 

28  Leafe  of  the  toll  1580,  22  Eliz. 

29  Leafe  of  a  fhoemaker’s  ftall  in  the  market,  21  Eliz. 

30  Leafe  of  the  town-houfe,  1657. 

31  Leafe  of  Brandon  bridge,  1638. 

32  Leafe  to  Mr.  Eden  of  the  toll  of  bridges,  21  Eliz. 

3  3  Leafe  of  foreign  fines,  30  Eliz.  John  Buxton,  mayor. 

34  Leafe  of  twelve  acres  and  half  of  land,  Nicholas  Edwards,  mayor,  3 5, 

Henry  VIII. 

35  Leafe  of  butchers  flails  21  Eliz.  John  Edwards,  mayor,  to  Nicholas 

llaynberd. 

3 6  Leafe  of  Brandon  bridge,  4I.  per  year,  John  Allen,  mayor,  Jan.  20,  5 

Edward  VI. 

37  Leafe  of  a  fhop  in  the  market,  John  Edwards,  mayor,  to  Robert  Mulley, 

21  Eliz. 

38  Leafe  of  eight  acres  of  land  in  St.  Margaret’s  field,  to  Stephenfon  and 

others,  John  Buxton,  mayor,  30  Eliz. 

39  Exemplification  of  a  decree  for  elefiion  of  a  mayor,  8  Eliz. 

40  June  io,  5  Edward  VI.  Richard  Fulmerfton,  efq.  leafe  of  tolls  to  the 

mayor,  purfuant  to  an  award  for  eighteen  years,  at  81.  6s.  8d.  per  ann. 

41  Grant  of  the  toll-houfe  in  Thetford  from  Edward  Clere,  efq.  to  Robert 

Brown,  Nov.  18,  1596. 

42  Feofment  of  the  toll-houfe  in  the  fifli- market  from  Robert  Browne,  clerk, 

to  the  mayor,  See.  4  James  I. 

43  Thetford  conftitutions,  laws,  &c.  made  Sept,  12,  1668,  Thomas  White* 

efq.  mayor. 

44  Thetford  charter  1 6  Eliz. 
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N°  V*.  p.  6 1,  89. 

In  the  Great  Foundation  Charter  of  Wiliiam  de  Warenn,  fecond  earl  of 
Surrey,  to  Lewes  priory,  is  the  following,  extra&ed  from  the  Chartulary  of 
Lewes  at  the  Mufeum  in  Bibl.  Cotton.  Vefpafian,  F.  xv. 

Vide  p.  4.  original,  and  about  the  middle  of  this  long  charter. 

u  ICp  T  ecclefiam  sci  Petri  de  Tetford  dedi  eisa,  Sc  quatuor  folidatas  terre  in 
61  a  *  agros  de  Tetford  que  adjacent’  ad  fcam  Helenam,  et  ecclefiam  see 
<(  Helene  cum  terra  ad  illam  ptinent’.”  Dedi  eciam  illis  Santonab  cum 
ptinen’  fuis,  et  fex  folidat’  terre  ad  Wiltona0,  et  eccliam  de  Wilton,  cum  terra 
&  decima  ad  illam  ptinent’,  Sc  eccliam  de  Fe!twelled,  &  decimam  omi,  & 
iij  folid  terre  quas  tenuit  Gilbtus,  Sc  ij  folid  terre  quas  tenuit  Sculla,  &  in 
Dudelinton’6  x  folid  terre  quas  tenuit  Ilicus,  &  in  Katedona’  r  terram  Ulf  * 
fratris  U fiord  i,  Sc  eccliam  de  Gymynghms  Sc  decimam  ejufdm  ville.  Sc  ibm 
de  focomannis  xl  folid,  Sc  ad  Gattonamh  viij  folid,  terre  Sc  deciam  Rogide 
Pavely,  et  apud  Acram1  mulinum  qd  redd  xxx  folid. 

N.  B.  This  charter  was  granted  about  the  year  1092,  though  without  a  date, 

a  To  the  Lewes  Monks.  b  Santon.  •  c  Wilton.  a  Feltwell. 

e  Didlington  near  Thetford.  f  Katefton.  E  In  Norfolk.  h  Gatton.  *  Cattle  Acre. 


CORRIGENDA. 

Page  262,  at  bottom ,  add ,  8.  Richard  SafFory,  Efq, 

Two  vacancies. 

Page  263,  Mr.  James  Mingay  religned  his  gown  in  1779  ;  and  his  fon  Mr.  William  Robert 
Mingay  was  elected  in  his  place. 
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INDEX. 


Page 

/jLDULP  H  and  Alfwald,  kings  16 

Almfhoufe,  SirR.  Fulmerfton’ 

s  2 iO — 273 

- Harbord’s 

274 

Anna ,  king 

*5 

Arfajl,  bifliop 

31*  35 

Arms  of  Thetford 

266 

Aflizes  at  Thetford 

55 

Athclftan ,  king 

22 

Athclwald ,  king 

16 

Auftin  Friars 

i95 

benefactions  and  poffeflions 

196 — 198 

diffolution 

198 

remains 

201 

Bailiffs 

263 

Battle  between  Edmund  and  the  Danes  21 

Beaufo ,  bifliop 

35 

Beam,  king 

16 

Bigot  Roger ,  founder  of  Thetford 

priory  1 1 2 

his  death 

117 

epitaph 

118 

fucceffors 

120 - 121 

Bifhops  of  Thetford 

31 — 3^ 

their  lands  from  Domefday  Ap.  7 — 26 

fuffragans 

39 

Blome field ,  Mr.  educated  at  Thetford  285 

Roteler ,  Mr.  of  Thetford 

284 

Britons ,  their  antient  date 

2 

Brcmehill  priory  takes  the  fair  tolls 

Ap.  27 

Burgeffes 

262 

Canons  and  nunnery  of  St.  George 

98 

benefactions 

IOI 

prioreffes 

106 

diffolution 

109 

remains 

no 

granted  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk  Ap.  54 

Canons  of  St.  Sepulchre 

benefactions 

*7  5 

charters 

*75 

interments 

176 

poffeffions  176—180. 

186 — 189 

furvey 

180 — 185 

Canons,  priors 

Page 

1S9 

diffolution 

191 

remains 

x95 

Chamberlains 

Churches  at  Thetford 

264. 

All  Saints 

89 

St.  Andrew 

82 

St.  Bennet 

90 

St.  Cuthbert 

83 

St.  Edmund 

81 

St.  Etheldred 

77 

St.  George 

89 

St.  Giles 

81 

St.  Helen 

89 

St.  John 

63 

St.  Lawrence 

77 

St.  Margaret 

69 

St.  Martin 

69 

St.  Mary  the  Great 

60 

St.  Mary  the  Lefs 

70 

St.  Michael 

7° 

St.  Nicholas 

73.  Ap.  26 

St.  Peter 

61 

Trinity 

87 

Coins  {truck  at  Thetford 

279 

Roman  found  there 

13 

Comb  for  horfe’s  mane  found  at  Thet- 

ford 

J3 

Conftables 

264 

Conway ,  Gen.  letter  tO' 

Ap.  126 

Coroners 

244—2  5S 

Corporation 

234—243 

charter 

255 

arms 

266 

benefactions- 

267 — 271 

mayors 
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errata. 

Page  16,  laft  line  of  notes,  read  from  the  table  in  the  Appendix.. 

25,  after  line  12,  infert  CHAP.  IV., 

THE  NORMANS. 

22c,  line  17,  read  Afhevicken. 

251,  after  line  15,  infert  Richard  Bryan,  Richard  Aungervilla.. 

252,  line  2,  read  Jeudy.. 

253,  after  line  7,  infert  Richard  Coterel. 

356,  line  14,  read  Runfom. 
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